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New Books from NDU Press

Seeing the Elephant:  
The U.S. Role in Global Security

by Hans Binnendijk and Richard L. Kugler

What is the current state of the global security system, and where is it headed? What challenges and opportuni-
ties do we face, and what dangers are emerging? How will various regions of the world be affected? How can the 
United States best act to help shape the future while protecting its security, interests, and values? How can the 
United States deal with the threats of terrorism and weapons of mass destruction?

Seeing the Elephant: The U.S. Role in Global Security, an intellectual history of U.S. national security thinking 
since the fall of the Soviet Union, is an attempt to see the evolving international security system and America’s 
role in it through the eyes of more than 50 perceptive authors who have analyzed key aspects of the unfolding 
post–Cold War drama. These experts include Graham Allison, Zbigniew Brzezinski, Wesley K. Clark, Tommy 
Franks, Thomas L. Friedman, Francis Fukuyama, Samuel P. Huntington, Robert D. Kaplan, John Keegan, 
Paul M. Kennedy, Henry Kissinger, Bernard Lewis, Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Joseph S. Nye, Jr., Michael E. 
O’Hanlon, Alvin Toffler and Heidi Toffler, and Martin van Creveld. Its premise is that, like the blind men in 
the Buddhist fable who each feels a different part of an elephant, these authors and their assessments, taken 
together, can give us a better view of where the world is headed.

Published for the Center for Technology and National Security Policy
by National Defense University Press and Potomac Books, Inc.
Washington, DC: Potomac Books, 2006
Order online at: <www.potomacbooksinc.com>
Clothbound  $48, Paperback  $24   
Use code NDU1107 for a 25 percent discount (Expires December 31, 2007)

319 pp.
ISBN–10: 1–59797–099–9

Congress At War:  
The Politics of Conflict Since 1789

by Charles A. Stevenson

Reviews the historical record of the U.S. Congress in authorizing, funding, overseeing, and terminating major military operations. Refuting arguments 
that Congress cannot and should not set limits or conditions on the use of the U.S. Armed Forces, this book catalogs the many times when previous 
Congresses have enacted restrictions—often with the acceptance and compliance of wartime Presidents. While Congress has formally declared war only 5 
times in U.S. history, it has authorized the use of force 15 other times. In recent decades, however, lawmakers have weakened their Constitutional claims 
by failing on several occasions to enact measures either supporting or opposing military operations ordered by the President.
 

Dr. Charles A. Stevenson teaches at the Nitze School of Advanced International Studies of Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity. A former professor at the National War College, he also draws upon his two decades as a Senate staffer 
on national security matters to illustrate the political motivations that influence decisions on war and peace 

 
Concise, dramatically written, and illustrated with summary tables, this book is a must-read for anyone inter-
ested in America’s wars—past or present.

Published for the Center for Technology and National Security Policy
 by National Defense University Press and Potomac Books, Inc.

Washington, DC: Potomac Books, 2007 
Order online at: <www.potomacbooksinc.com>
Paperback $10.00
Use code NDU1107 for a 25 percent discount.
Institutions and organizations wishing to place bulk orders qualify for special discounts. 
For details, please contact: Sam Dorrance, Director of Marketing, Potomac Books, Inc.
Email: sam@booksintl.com or telephone: (703) 996–1028

112 pp.
ISBN–13 978-1-59797-181-2
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