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Synopsis

Abu 'Ata Al-Shargi reports in a letter the situation before he and other al-Qaeda operatives leave
Afghanistan. He expresses satisfaction that Fayez Muhammad is experiencing problems after causing al-
Qaeda hardship in some way, and asks to be allowed to finish the Furgan project by training a group of
Uzbeks before he leaves Afghanistan for Sudan.

Key Themes

Al-Shargi acknowledges the order to evacuate Afghanistan, and thinks the order is for the best. He is sorry
to leave, regarding Afghanistan as a paradise, with ample opportunities to see the fruits of their labors
(comparable to Sudan), but also as a place with difficult conditions.

Three recent incidents have made Al-Shargi happy:

1. The Vice President of Al-Jama't Al-Islamiyah visited Al-Badr Camp, and agreed with Al-Shargi and
his associates that "such incidents" should not happen, nor is this the way they should
communicate. He would go to Al-Ghond himself to resolve the situation.

2. Al-Shargi and his associates visited Kabul and Hikmetyar's headquarters to deny that al-Qaeda had
given any weapons to Massoud (it had actually gone to Al-Nahda party), and to discuss their
problem with Al-Ghond. Hikmetyar's people agreed that Fayez Muhammad (apparently the person
behind the "incident") was corrupt, and might have to be killed.

3. Fayez Muhammad was protecting fellow Manakel tribe members built houses in violation of the
government of Khost's regulations, but backed down in the face of the government's threats to
attack Matoon citadel and kick the party out of Khost.

Al-Sharqi expresses his satisfaction that Fayez Muhammad is experiencing such misfortune in light of what
he did to them.

The Al-Qaeda operatives' mission was to help with the Furgan project. Previously, they had trained a class
of Tajiks at al-Farouq camp, and had the opportunity to train Uzbeks as well. Abu Walid, an associate of Al-
Sharqi, is strongly in favor of training the Uzbeks since the opportunity may not arise again. Eventually,
they agree to do it as long as the Uzbeks arrive within two months, pending a decision from the al-Qaeda
leadership, which Al-Sharqi asks for. He asks the recipient of the leader to prepare a stand or cart for him
(for business) in Khartoum in anticipation of his arrival there.
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