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100.037.702611.7Total

0.060.21.455.8Other

0.110.82.8821.1Train

0.132.13.4555.4Bus

0.267.46.28193.3Air

0.3389.536.892336.1Personal vehicle

Standard error% of total tripsStandard errorTrips (millions)Transportation mode

Table 1: Annual Long-Distance Trips by Mode

NOTES: Totals may not add due to rounding. Only trips in which the transportation mode could be identified are 

included.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Transportation, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, Bureau of 

Transportation Statistics, Federal Highway Administration, National Household Travel Survey, long-distance file, 2001 

(Washington, DC)



Four questions:Four questions:

1)1) What is intercity passenger rail/what isnWhat is intercity passenger rail/what isn’’t t 

intercity passenger rail? intercity passenger rail? 

2)2) Does it add value to the national Does it add value to the national 

transportation system? transportation system? 

3)3) What are the capital needs? What are the capital needs? 

4)4) What are the various investment What are the various investment 

strategies/possibilities?strategies/possibilities?



What is it?What is it?



Three Components:Three Components:

Longer Distance Trains Longer Distance Trains 

Intercity Passenger Corridors Intercity Passenger Corridors 

Northeast CorridorNortheast Corridor



Longer Distance TrainsLonger Distance Trains





Intercity Passenger Rail Intercity Passenger Rail 

Corridors Corridors 



Northeast Corridor Northeast Corridor 



What isnWhat isn’’t intercity passenger rail?t intercity passenger rail?



AmtrakAmtrak



Does intercity passenger rail add value Does intercity passenger rail add value 

to the transportation system?to the transportation system?

Intermodal:  Airport  and bus connections Intermodal:  Airport  and bus connections 

Environmental Environmental 

Energy Energy 

Economic development Economic development 

Safety Safety 

RedundancyRedundancy



IntermodalIntermodal





EnergyEnergy





What are the capital needs?What are the capital needs?



Source:  AASHTO Standing Committee on Rail Transportation Report “Intercity Passenger Rail Transportation,” 2002



What are the various investment What are the various investment 

strategies/possibilities?strategies/possibilities?



Current Programs:Current Programs:

RRIF RRIF 

Rail Relocation Rail Relocation 

Swift Swift 

–– PTCPTC



Section 130:  SafetySection 130:  Safety





Dedicated source of fundingDedicated source of funding



Not the Highway Trust FundNot the Highway Trust Fund





Thanks!Thanks!


