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Subject: Comment on A-76 process at USGS

Sone support functions at the USGS shoul d i ndeed be
handl ed by private contractors--food services, upkeep
of the grounds and buil ding, physical security of
personnel and facilities, for exanple. Even printing
and sal es of products can be handl ed effectively by
private conpani es. However, all research functions
and support of research, data collection, analysis,
publications (up to printing; the government printing
office is expensive, antiquated, and slow), answering
of questions, etc., should be handl ed by governnment
enpl oyees. Governnent enpl oyees shoul d be nanaged and
supervised with accountability in mnd so that
deadwood does not collect here and there and give the
fine cadre of workers a bad reputation.

I amwell acquainted with contracting out sone of the
servi ces now versus havi ng governnent enpl oyees handl e
t he sane services/functions before, and there is no
doubt in ny mnd that there were better products
before and certainly | ess waste of taxpayers noney.
Contractors cost a lot nore overall and do not give
better service generally, except perhaps in
tinmeliness. One of the worst problens is |ack of
continuity of service and data; we are al ways having
to hire and train training new contractors. That is a
maj or waste of time and noney.
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I am nmaki ng these coments as a private citizen and
therefore do not wish to reveal ny work nanme or
affiliation.
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