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E X E C U T I V E
O R D E R S



1) 13459- 7 Feb. 2008 - Improving the Coordination and Effectiveness of Youth Programs

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20081800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/
pdf/08-658.pdf

2) 13455- 22 January 2008 - Establishing the President's Advisory Council on Financial
Literacy

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20081800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/
pdf/08-325.pdf

3) 13411- 29 August 2006- Improving Assistance for Disaster Victims

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/
pdf/06-7492.pdf

4) 13404- 7 June 2006- Task Force on New Americans

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/
pdf/06-5351.pdf

5) 13401- 27 April 2006- Responsibilities of Federal Departments and Agencies with
Respect to Volunteer Community Service

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/
pdf/06-4132.pdf

6) 13389- 1 November 2005- Creation of the Gulf Coast Recovery and Rebuilding Council

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/
pdf/05-22132.pdf

7) 13390- 1 November 2005- Establishment of a Coordinator of Federal Support for the
Recovery and rebuilding of the Gulf Coast Region

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/
pdf/05-22133.pdf

***8) 13463- 18 April 2008- Amending Executive Orders 13389 and 13390

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20081800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/
pdf/08-1182.pdf

9) 13331- 27 February 2004- National and Community Service Programs

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/14mar20010800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/
pdf/04-4884.pdf1
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10) 13317- 25 September 2003- Volunteers for Prosperity

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/14mar20010800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2003/
pdf/03-24919.pdf

***11) 13418- 14 December 2006- Amendment to Executive Order 13317, Volunteers for 
Prosperity

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/
pdf/06-9770.pdf

12) 13285- 29 January 2003- President's Council on Service and Civic Participation

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/14mar20010800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2003/
pdf/03-2606.pdf

***13) 13424- 26 January 2007- Further Amendment to Executive Order 13285, Relating to the 
President's Council on Service and Civic Participation

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/
pdf/07-419.pdf

***14) 13371- 27 January 2005- Amendments to Executive Order 13285

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/
pdf/05-1886.pdf

15) 13279- 12 December 2002- Equal Protection of the Laws for Faith-based and Community
Organizations

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/14mar20010800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2002/
pdf/02-31831.pdf

16) 13254- 29 January 2002- Establishing the USA Freedom Corps

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgibin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=fr01f
e02-123.pdf

EO's at National Archives:

http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/executive-orders/wbush.html
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I ask you to be citizens; citizens, not spectators; citizens, not 
subjects; responsible citizens, building communities of service
and a nation of character.

– Inaugural Address, January 20, 2001

“
”



I N  T H E
P R E S I D E N T ' S

W O R D S



President George W. Bush's 
Inaugural Address
January 20, 2001

Our public interest depends on private
character, on civic duty and family bonds
and basic fairness, on uncounted,
unhonored acts of decency which give
direction to our freedom. 

Sometimes in life we are called to do great
things. But as a saint of our times has said,
every day we are called to do small things
with great love. The most important tasks
of democracy are done by everyone.

I will live and lead by these principles: to
advance my convictions with civility, to
pursue the public interest with courage, to
speak for greater justice and compassion, to
call for responsibility and try to live it as
well. 

In all these ways, I will bring the values of
our history to the care of our times.

What you do is as important as anything
government does. I ask you to seek a com-
mon good beyond your comfort; to defend
needed reforms against easy attacks; to
serve your nation, beginning with your
neighbor. I ask you to be citizens; citizens,
not spectators; citizens, not subjects;
responsible citizens, building communities
of service and a nation of character.

Americans are generous and strong and
decent, not because we believe in ourselves,
but because we hold beliefs beyond our-
selves. When this spirit of citizenship is
missing, no government program can
replace it. When this spirit is present, no
wrong can stand against it.

National Volunteer Week, 2001
A Proclamation by the President 
of the United States of America
April 16, 2001

America is blessed with millions of individ-
uals of good will and good works who play
significant roles in making positive change
in the lives of others. 

While Government has great responsibili-
ties for public safety and public health, for
civil rights and common schools, compas-
sion is the work of a Nation. Caring
requires more than Government alone can
provide. Many of society's greatest prob-
lems can only be solved on a personal level,
between those who care and those in need. 

During times of war and natural disaster,
Americans have provided relief to those in
need. Yet every day there are less publi-
cized instances of human need to which
America's quiet heroes respond with equal
strength and vigor. Americans contribute
food to soup kitchens and clothes to shel-
ters and give love to at-risk children, coun-
sel to those who have been abused, and
friendship to those in hospitals and nursing
homes. From building a new home for a
young family to bringing a meal to an eld-
erly neighbor who is house-bound, there
are countless ways we can invest our time
and resources to provide compassionate
help to our neighbors. 

The faith community is a particularly rich
source of volunteer strength in America.
Government can rally a military, but it can-
not put hope in our hearts or a sense of
purpose in our lives. Faith motivates count-
less volunteers and calls on them to use
their talents to improve their neighbor-
hoods in ways that are beyond
Government's know-how. Church and
charity, synagogue, and mosque form an
essential part of our communities and their
indispensable work must have an honored
place in our plans and in our laws.
Government can and should unleash the
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best impulses of the American spirit by
welcoming faith-based organizations, as
well as other community groups, as part-
ners in encouraging the high calling of
serving others. 

This week provides an opportunity to
thank those who give so much throughout
the year to help those less fortunate. It
should also serve as a challenge to each of
us to devote more energy to seeking a com-
mon good beyond our comfort. What indi-
vidual Americans do is more important
than anything Government does. We must
all heed Albert Schweitzer's counsel: "The
only ones among you who will be really
happy are those who have sought and
found how to serve." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 22 through
28, 2001, as National Volunteer Week.
During this week, I call on all Americans to
celebrate the invaluable work that volun-
teers do everyday across our country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this sixteenth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand one, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 

State of the Union Address 
United States Capitol
Washington, D.C.
January 29, 2002

None of us would ever wish the evil that
was done on September the 11th. Yet after
America was attacked, it was as if our
entire country looked into a mirror and saw
our better selves. We were reminded that
we are citizens, with obligations to each
other, to our country, and to history. We
began to think less of the goods we can
accumulate, and more about the good we
can do.

For too long our culture has said, "If it feels
good, do it." Now America is embracing a
new ethic and a new creed: "Let's roll." In
the sacrifice of soldiers, the fierce brother-
hood of firefighters, and the bravery and
generosity of ordinary citizens, we have
glimpsed what a new culture of responsi-
bility could look like. We want to be a
nation that serves goals larger than self.
We've been offered a unique opportunity,
and we must not let this moment pass.

My call tonight if for every American to
commit at least two years - 4,000 hours over
the rest of your lifetime - to the service of
your neighbors and your nation. 

Many are already serving, and I thank you.
If you aren't sure how to help, I've got a
good place to start. To sustain and extend
the best that has emerged in America, I
invite you to join the new USA Freedom
Corps. The Freedom Corps will focus on
three areas of need: responding in case of
crisis at home; rebuilding our communities;
and extending American compassion
throughout the world.

One purpose of the USA Freedom Corps
will be homeland security. America needs
retired doctors and nurses who can be
mobilized in major emergencies; volunteers
to help police and fire departments; trans-
portation and utility workers well- trained
in spotting danger.

Our country also needs citizens working to
rebuild our communities. We need mentors
to love children, especially children whose
parents are in prison. And we need more
talented teachers in troubled schools. USA
Freedom Corps will expand and improve
the good efforts of AmeriCorps and Senior
Corps to recruit more than 200,000 new vol-
unteers. 

And America needs citizens to extend the
compassion of our country to every part of
the world. So we will renew the promise of
the Peace Corps, double its volunteers over
the next five years - and ask it to join a new
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effort to encourage development and edu-
cation and opportunity in the Islamic
world. 

This time of adversity offers a unique
moment of opportunity - a moment we
must seize to change our culture. Through
the gathering momentum of millions of acts
of service and decency and kindness, I
know we can overcome evil with greater
good. And we have a great opportunity
during this time of war to lead the world
toward the values that will bring lasting
peace.

Remarks by the President 
at Booker T. Washington High School
Atlanta, Georgia
January 31, 2002

People ask me, what can I do to help?
What can I do to help?  Well, if you're dedi-
cating your time to volunteer work, you're
already helping. And I ask America, young
and old alike, to dedicate at least two years
of your life, 4,000 hours over your lifetime,
to service to your fellow man, to service to
your nation, by serving somebody else. 

And it's happening.  Listen, I know Atlanta,
Georgia, and I know the country.  There are
thousands of people dedicating thousands
of hours.  And for that, I am grateful.  Just
keep doing it.  But some are asking, what
can I do to help?  As a matter of fact, some
in our society have never been challenged
to help.  After all, we've been living
through an era that said, if it feels good,
just go ahead and do it.  My dream is to
change that culture to one in which each of
us are responsible for the decisions we
make in life.  If you have a child, you're

responsible for loving the child.  If you're in
a community, you have a responsibility of
loving your fellow man, just like you'd like
to be loved yourself. 

No, we can change, use the evil to help
usher in a period of personal responsibility.
And part of an era of personal responsibili-
ty is to help somebody; is to help somebody
in need.  And so I've set up a program
called the USA FreedomCorps.  If you're
looking for someplace to help, here's a
chance.  If you want to participate in the
good of your country, here's your opportu-
nity to do so, and all you've got to do is
pick up the phone, and dial 1-877-USA-
CORPS.  That's all you've got to do, and
they will help you. 

And we've got some ideas for you.  If
you're a senior citizen, join Senior Corps,
and help make your community more alert
to the potential of attack, or help develop
an emergency response team.  If you're a
retired doc, participate with your local
health systems to prepare your community
and your neighborhood for what we hope
doesn't happen. 

If you want to participate in USA Freedom
Corps, it's usafreedomcorps.gov, if you're
one of these computer-literate type people.
If you want to help and you feel like you
want to take your compassion overseas,
we're going to expand the Peace Corps mis-
sion.  And we're going to send people into
the Islamic world for the first time, or one
of the first times, to make sure we spread
America's compassion and hope. 

And you need to help at home, as well.
One way you can help is to become a men-
tor.  One way you can help is to find a child
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My call tonight is for every American to commit at least two
years – 4,000 hours over the rest of your lifetime - to the service
of your neighbors and your nation.

– January 29, 2002 State of the Union Address
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who needs somebody older in their life
who can put their arm around them and
say, "I love you."  "There's hope for you."
"What can I do to help you succeed in
America?"

And another way you can help -- and I
hope young Americans all across the coun-
try think about joining Teach For America –
it is a part of AmeriCorps.  And our goal is
to expand AmeriCorps by 200,000 volun-
teers this year.  And I thank my friend,
Steve Goldsmith for helping shepherd this
program forward.  He's a former mayor of
Indianapolis.  He understands how to rally
community-based programs for the greater
good. 

And so, my fellow Americans, if you care
about America, put 4,000 hours of service
toward America.  It will help defeat what
the enemy wants. 

You know, I tend to speak, I hope, plainly
enough for people to understand.  I view
this as good versus evil.  There is no middle
ground as far as I'm concerned.  And there-
fore, in order to fight evil, what this nation
must do is to gather the collective hearts,
the good decency of our American people,
and show the world we're not going to be
intimidated.  We will not be intimidated
overseas.  We will not change at home. 

What we will do is take the momentum of
millions of acts of decency and convert that
to the greater good.

Conversation on Service
Kimmel Center for the 
Performing Arts
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
March 12, 2002

Societies change one heart, one soul, one
conscience at a time. And government can
hand out money, but it cannot put hope in
people's hearts. And we're here to talk

about how to put hope in people's hearts,
because people love one another. 

One of the things I've asked the country to
do is to think about 4,000 hours of public
service for the rest of your life, or two
years…

…I believe that in order to live in a free
society, you need to give something back.
In order to make a society vibrant, all of us
owe something to America. And one way
to provide that is either through the mili-
tary, or through loving somebody and
showing it through actual deeds. And I
know that when you do so, I know that
when you help a neighbor in need, it is a
part of a complete life. It's a part of making
sure that your life is not empty. It's a part
of making sure that you are able to really
understand the joys of a giving existence…

… I am so optimistic about our future. Not
only do I believe that we're going to have
lasting peace when we achieve our objec-
tives in the war against terror, but I know
that afterwards, and during this period of
trauma for many Americans, this country's
strength, its goodness and compassion will
serve as a beacon for the rest of the world
to see.

I hope what America gets to see as a result
of this dialogue is the fact that there are
people in our country who understand that
a culture of responsibility requires respon-
sible behavior. It requires people not only
to take care of their own by loving your
children, but also requires people to love a
neighbor like they'd like to be loved them-
selves.

This country has got a fabulous future
ahead of it, because the strength of the
country is not in the halls of government,
but in the hearts and souls of our citizens.
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Remarks to Employees of Albers
Manufacturing Company
St. Louis, Missouri
March 18, 2002

You know, government can't make people
love one another. I would sign the law. But
people loving one another is essential to
having a bright future, so that everybody
can experience the great American Dream.
And we've got pockets of persistent pover-
ty in our society, which I refuse to declare a
defeat - I mean, I refuse to allow them to
continue on. And so one of the things that
we're trying to do is to encourage a faith-
based initiative to spread its wings all
across America, to be able to capture this
great compassionate spirit. 

One of my hopes is out of this evil that was
done to our country, is that people, young
people understand that living in America is
wonderful - but it also requires an effort to
make the communities in which they live a
better place, that we've got to work to usher
in an era of personal responsibility. And
part of that era of personal responsibility is
not only, you now, obviously taking advan-
tage of the material wealth available if you
work hard and have got a good idea, but
that there's much greater promise and hope
than materialism, itself-- materialism, itself,
is a dead end-- that the idea of trying to
work to help somebody in need is a power-
ful part of having a full and complete life. 

And, therefore, I ask all of you and all the
good folks in Missouri, if you're already
helping a neighbor in need, thank you, and
continue doing it. But if you're looking for a
way to make your life more full, more com-
plete, mentor a child or help somebody
who is shut-in, or go to a church or syna-
gogue and mosque and say, "What can we
do to feed somebody who needs some
food?" 

National Volunteer Week, 2002
A Proclamation by the President 
of the United States of America
April 19, 2002

Citizen service has always been a corner-
stone of our democracy. Since our founding,
Americans have stepped forward to serve
the needs of others, strengthen our commu-
nities, and defend the freedoms we treasure. 

Our country and the world continue to see
the compassion, strength, and generosity of
Americans in the aftermath of the attacks of
September 11, 2001. Volunteers from across
the Nation united to help meet the needs of
those harmed by the tragic attacks, volun-
teering their time, their financial resources,
and their kindness. 

The spirit that guided our response to the
attacks is still evident in Americans of
every age group and background who vol-
unteer their time to enhance the lives of
others. These compassionate people work
through a broad range of organizations that
reflect the diversity of our country, includ-
ing private charities, faith-based organiza-
tions, schools, neighborhood groups, volun-
teer centers, service clubs, and Federal serv-
ice programs. The efforts of millions of
Americans help solve some of our most
pressing problems and build bonds of trust
among people. 

To tap further into our Nation's vast
resources of compassion and strength, I
recently created the USA Freedom Corps
(USAFC). And I have called on all
Americans to give at least 2 years -- or 4,000
hours -- during their lives in service to oth-
ers. This service is essential to forging a
united response to overcoming the chal-
lenges that face our Nation. 

The USAFC will help unleash our armies of
compassion, enhance homeland security,
provide additional service and volunteer
opportunities in our communities, and help

8



people in America and around the world to
meet important needs. Many Americans are
already answering the call, volunteering a
few hours each week or a few days each
month to aid a local school, by mentoring
or tutoring a child. Citizens are also donat-
ing their time to support a place of wor-
ship, to offer their expertise to a neighbor-
hood association, or to strengthen a local
service organization. Others are serving our
country full time in the military or in pro-
grams such as AmeriCorps, Senior Corps,
and the Peace Corps. I urge citizens to keep
a record of their service experiences in a
journal that will enable them to share them
with their children and grandchildren,
inspiring new generations to engage in
community service. 

The spirit exemplified by America's volun-
teers will help create a culture of responsi-
bility and caring that will inspire us to
achieve greatness as a Nation. During
National Volunteer Week, I encourage all
Americans to learn more about how they
can serve, to volunteer to help those in
need, and to encourage the volunteers
across the country who are answering the
call to service. Americans looking for a way
to serve can contact the USA Freedom
Corps web site at
www.usafreedomcorps.gov or call, toll-free,
1-877-USA-CORPS (872-2677). 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 21 through
April 27, 2002, as National Volunteer Week.
I call on all Americans to join together to
celebrate the vital work that volunteers per-
form every day across our country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this nineteenth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 

President Celebrates USA Freedom
Corps Six-Month Anniversary 
The East Room, The White House
Washington, D.C.
June 30, 2002

Challenging times test the character of indi-
viduals, and test the character of our
nation. In the aftermath of September the
11th, Americans have responded with
courage and compassion, with great resolve
and determination. 

The last ten months have offered us a
glimpse of what a new culture of service
can be. And we're not going to let this
moment pass. We'll sustain and extend the
best that has emerged in our country. And
there are good reasons for every American
to serve our nation. We serve because it's
important to our neighbors. We understand
that serving others meets needs that a gov-
ernment can never fulfill. You see, govern-
ment can hand out money, but it can't put
hope in people's hearts, or a sense of pur-
pose in people's lives. The need for kind-
ness, and for understanding, and for love,
is not a government function. It's a human
function. And that's why we serve our
neighbor. 

We serve because it's important to our own
character. Acts of compassion add direction
and purpose to our lives. Serving some-
thing greater than yourself in life is part of
a fulfilling life. And finally, we serve
because it's important to our country. Our
nation is the greatest force for good in his-
tory, and we show our gratitude by doing
our duty. We express our love for America
by loving Americans. 

Six months ago in my State of the Union
address, I issued a call to service. I asked
every American to commit at least two
years, 4,000 hours over the rest of your life,
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to service for neighbors and our nation. To
encourage service, we established what we
call the USA Freedom Corps, ably headed
by John Bridgeland. 

The USA Freedom Corps is matching
potential volunteers with local charities. It
is encouraging participation in the new
Citizen Corps, AmeriCorps, Senior Corps,
and the Peace Corps. We're promoting
service to prepare for crises at home, to
strengthen our communities, to help people
in need, and to extend American compas-
sion throughout the world. 

The response to the call to service has been
strong, and it can get stronger.
VolunteerMatch, a group that matches vol-
unteers to charities on the USA Freedom
Corps web page, reports that referrals have
increased by more than 70 percent over last
year. 

I want to thank my fellow Americans for
answering the call to service, because
Americans in record numbers are now
being directed to local service opportuni-
ties. Since the State of the Union address,
more than 66,000 people have requested
applications for the Peace Corps -- 66,000.
Applications to join AmeriCorps are up by
nearly 90 percent. More than 45,000
Americans have signed up to participate in
the new Citizen Corps. And visits to the
Senior Corps web site have increased by
almost 60 percent. 

Individuals and nonprofit organizations
and businesses have stepped forward to
offer pledges and new commitments and
ways in which citizens can meet the two-
year call. Businesses are offering employees
annual paid leave to perform community
service. I think it's a movement that's just
beginning here in the country, and I want
to thank those corporate leaders who
understand that responsibility not only to
shareholders is important, but responsibili-
ty to communities in which they exist is
equally as important. 

We're looking for ways to make service
count positively in getting a job. In other
words, corporate America views that as an
important part of a complete employee.
Promoting service is really what corporate
responsibility means. 

The United States Congress is also meeting
its responsibilities. Congress is providing
$25 million this year to support Citizen
Corps so that Americans can be trained in
emergency response, and can support first
responders. Good progress is being made
to renew the promise of the Peace Corps,
and double the number of volunteers over
the next five years. 

Radio Address by the 
President to the Nation
The Roosevelt Room, 
The White House
Washington, D.C.
November 30, 2002

Volunteering your time at a soup kitchen,
teaching a child to read, visiting a patient in
the hospital, or taking a meal to an elderly
neighbor or a shut-in are all simple acts of
compassion that can brighten someone's
life. Every act of love and generosity, how-
ever small it may seem, is significant. Every
time you reach out to a neighbor in need
you touch a life, you improve your commu-
nity, and you strengthen our nation. 

Earlier this year I created the USA Freedom
Corps office in the White House to harness
the power of millions of acts of charity,
compassion, and love to make America a
better place. I hope you'll consider joining
the armies of compassion, and dedicating
time and energy and service to others. I'm
so proud of the millions of Americans who
have answered the call to service, enriching
the lives of others with acts of kindness. It
is a testament to the good heart and the
giving spirit of the American people. 
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President Speaks at 
The Capital Area Food Bank
Washington, D.C.
December 19, 2002

Those who are poor, those who suffer,
those who have lost hope are not strangers
in our midst; they're our fellow citizens.
And in this time of joy, in the time of bless-
ing, we've got to remember that. To make
the season complete and the season whole,
we must help those who are in need… 

… We've got over 29 federal agencies, peo-
ple within the agencies who have been
called upon to help. And they are helping.
And I want to thank the federal employees
who have heard the call to love their neigh-
bor just like you would like to be loved
yourself. 

We all have a responsibility in high posi-
tions or low positions to follow through
with our -- with words and deeds. And this
administration is committed to fulfilling the
great promise of the American experience… 

… My call to the American people is, patri-
otism is more than just putting your hand
over your heart. Being a patriot in America
is serving something greater than yourself,
is serving the greatest country on the face
of the Earth by helping a neighbor in need...

State of the Union Address
United States Capitol
Washington, D.C.
January 28, 2003

For so many in our country -- the homeless
and the fatherless, the addicted -- the need
is great. Yet there's power, wonder-working
power, in the goodness and idealism and
faith of the American people. 

Americans are doing the work of compas-
sion every day -- visiting prisoners, provid-
ing shelter for battered women, bringing
companionship to lonely seniors. These
good works deserve our praise; they
deserve our personal support; and when
appropriate, they deserve the assistance of
the federal government… 
I urge you to pass both my faith-based ini-
tiative and the Citizen Service Act, to
encourage acts of compassion that can
transform America, one heart and one soul
at a time.

… Last year, I called on my fellow citizens
to participate in the USA Freedom Corps,
which is enlisting tens of thousands of new
volunteers across America. Tonight I ask
Congress and the American people to focus
the spirit of service and the resources of
government on the needs of some of our
most vulnerable citizens -- boys and girls
trying to grow up without guidance and
attention, and children who have to go
through a prison gate to be hugged by their
mom or dad… 
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Each of the activities that we talk about at the USA Freedom
Corps or this organization will touch a life and strengthen the
country. And the important thing that we're doing today, I hope,
and I know you all hope, will send a clear signal to our young
that serving something greater than themselves in life is a part of
the American experience. 

– December 10, 2002 
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I propose a $450-million initiative to bring
mentors to more than a million disadvan-
taged junior high students and children of
prisoners. Government will support the
training and recruiting of mentors; yet it is
the men and women of America who will
fill the need. …One mentor, one person can
change a life forever. And I urge you to be
that one person.

Remarks by the President on 
the First Anniversary of 
the USA Freedom Corps
Boys & Girls Club of Greater
Washington - Jellef Branch
Washington, D.C.
January 30, 2003

I'm asking our fellow citizens to serve your
community and to serve your country by
finding a program that will make a differ-
ence in somebody's lives. It doesn't matter
how big or small the program may sound.
What matters is your love and your energy
and your participation. Help somebody
who is lonely. Mentor somebody who
needs -- who needs care and concern. Feed
the hungry. Find shelter for the homeless.
Answer the call of this country. 

A year ago we started what's called the
USA Freedom Corps. I thought it was
important for the federal government to
lend a structure to the thousands who may
want to help, to provide an outlet for those
who heard the call, to provide 4,000 hours,
two years of service. And people are
responding. There are over 60,000 opportu-
nities that the USA Freedom Corps can steer
people to, opportunities to volunteer all
across the country. And thousands and
thousands and thousands of our fellow citi-
zens have inquired as to how to help; have
said, I want to help, let me be a part of an
optimistic future for America. And I want
to thank those thousands who have signed
up…
.

..in spite of the fact we've got great wealth
compared to many societies, there are peo-
ple who hurt, people who wonder about
their future, people who are lost, people
who are addicted, people who need help.
And there is no question in my mind, how-
ever, that because of the great strength of
our country, the compassion of our people,
we can help those people realize a better
tomorrow. 

The goal of this country is for everyone --
not just a few -- everyone in every commu-
nity in every state in every part of our
country to understand the greatness and
potential of this country. Everybody counts
in life. Everybody matters. Everybody is
precious in the sight of the Almighty.
Everybody has worth. 

National Volunteer Week, 2003
A Proclamation by the President 
of the United States of America
April 25, 2003

Volunteering is central to the American
character and is a fundamental expression
of responsible citizenship. From our
Nation's earliest days, people came together
to do whatever was needed for the public
good -- from raising barns and pro-viding
mutual security to organizing educational
activities and caring for their neighbors.
Though our country has changed dramati-
cally since its founding, the need for service
has not. During National Volunteer Week,
we recognize our proud legacy of volunteer
service and resolve to encourage more
Americans to continue strengthening our
country by helping others. 

This is a time for all Americans to be active
citizens, not spectators. For that reason, I
have created the USA Freedom Corps to
mobilize our citizens and provide opportu-
nities for individuals and organizations to
contribute to important causes. As part of
this initiative, I have asked all Americans to
dedicate at least 4,000 hours over the rest of
their lives to serving their neighbors and
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their Nation. Since that call to service, our
citizens have responded with an outpour-
ing of kindness that is transforming our
country, one heart and one soul at a time.
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
more than 59 million Americans volun-
teered last year through charitable organi-
zations. 

These individuals served in a variety of
ways -- mentoring and tutoring children,
providing companionship to the elderly,
running community theaters and arts pro-
grams, cleaning highways and parks,
staffing essential community organizations,
and offering physical and spiritual aid to
the hungry and homeless. In addition, citi-
zen volunteers have contributed to the
ongoing war on terror by helping families
and communities prevent, prepare for, and
respond to emergencies. Across our Nation,
our citizens are recognizing that everyone
can do something to help and that serving
those in need benefits the volunteer also. 

My Administration has taken several steps
to build on this progress and continue the
momentum created by these millions of
acts of service. Most recently, I formed the
President's Council on Service and Civic
Participation, and charged them with creat-
ing a nationwide recognition program
called the President's Volunteer Service
Awards. These awards will be given to
individuals and organizations engaged in a
variety of volunteer services who have
made a sustained commitment to service
over the course of 1 year, and enhance our
ability to pay tribute to volunteers and the
impact their service has on our communi-
ties and our country. 

National Volunteer Week offers each of us
the opportunity to recognize one of the true
strengths of our Nation -- the compassion-
ate spirit of our citizens. I urge all
Americans to continue to uphold this spirit
and answer the call to service to help
ensure that all our citizens realize the
promise of America. Together, we can
achieve a hopeful future for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 27 through
May 3, 2003, as National Volunteer Week. I
call on all Americans to join together to 
celebrate the invaluable work that volun-
teers perform every day across our country,
and to commit themselves to do more for
their neighbors in need through the many
volunteer programs available in their 
communities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this twenty-fifth day of April,
in the year of our Lord two thousand three,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and
twenty-seventh. 

Remarks by the President in
Commencement Address to United
States Coast Guard Academy
Cadet Nitchman Field
New London, Connecticut
May 21, 2003

For more than four decades, the volunteers
of the Peace Corps have carried the good
will of America into many parts of the
world. Interest in this program is greater
than ever before. I'm determined to double
the size of the Peace Corps over five years.
Today, I would like to announce a new
USA Freedom Corps initiative called
Volunteers for Prosperity, which will give
America's highly skilled professionals new
opportunities to serve abroad. The program
will enlist American doctors and nurses
and teachers and engineers and economists
and computer specialists, and others to
work on specific development initiatives,
including those that I have discussed today.
These volunteers will serve in the countries
of their choice, for however long their proj-
ect takes. Like generations before us, this
generation of citizens will show the world
the energy and idealism of the United
States of America. 
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National Volunteer Week, 2004
A Proclamation by the President 
of the United States of America
April 17, 2004

The strength of America lies in the hearts
and souls of our citizens. Across our coun-
try, citizens are donating their time and tal-
ents to improving lives and strengthening
communities. During National Volunteer
Week, we recognize and celebrate those
who serve a cause greater than self. 

This year's theme, "Volunteers Inspire by
Example," highlights the role of volunteers
in encouraging others to serve. Last year,
more than 63 million Americans gave their
time to helping in their communities, an
increase of 4 million from the prior year.
Through the dedicated efforts of America's
volunteers, we are building a culture of
service, responsibility, and compassion,
particularly among our young people. 

Volunteers can make a difference in many
ways -- by mentoring a child, caring for the
ailing and elderly, building a playground,
or caring for the environment. I created the
USA Freedom Corps to help Americans
find opportunities to volunteer. As I travel
around our country, I am honored to meet
citizens of all ages who volunteer through
programs such as the Citizen Corps,
AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, and the Peace
Corps, as well as many other organizations.
Their acts of kindness have a profound
effect on people's lives and on the future of
our country. To recognize those who have
demonstrated a sustained commitment to
volunteer service, my Council on Service
and Civic Participation presents individu-
als, families, and groups with the
President's Volunteer Service Award. This
award is a tribute to those whose outstand-
ing efforts are helping make our country a
better place. 

America's volunteers set a fine example for
our Nation, and I encourage all Americans
to look for a challenge in their communities
and step forward to lend a hand. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 18 through
April 24, 2004, as National Volunteer Week.
I call on all Americans to recognize and cel-
ebrate the important work that volunteers
do every day across our country. I also
encourage those who have not yet
answered the call to explore ways to get
involved. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this sixteenth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand four,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and
twenty-eighth. 

Remarks by the President on
Conservation and Volunteer Service
Rookery Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve
Naples, Florida 
April 23, 2004

…the real strength is in the hearts and souls
of our citizens…

…it's displayed when somebody says to
someone, I love you, what can I do to help
you. It's displayed when people feed the
hungry. Its displayed when people provide
shelter to the homeless. The great strength
of America is displayed when somebody
mentors a child. That's the strength of the
country. And the best way that happens is
when volunteers step up and say, I care
about the community in which I live and I
intend to do something about it.

And so today, at National Volunteer Week,
I want to thank a member of the army of
compassion and all the rest of you who are
soldiers in the armies of compassion. I want
to thank you for what you do to make
America a better place…
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And by the way, if you're interested in vol-
unteering, I've set up what's called USA
Freedom Corps. It's a clearing house for
projects -- yes, there you go. It's a clearing
house for -- a place where people can find
to match their desires with what is needed
in the communities all across America. You
can find it at www.usafreedomcorps.gov.
All you got to do is get on this web page,
and it'll link you up to different opportuni-
ties, whether it be Scouting, or whether it
be environmental protection. There's all
kinds of opportunities across the country
just asking for your help. 

…So on National Volunteer Week, I call
upon our fellow citizens to serve our coun-
try by helping somebody in need. And by
doing so, this society will change, one heart
and one soul at a time. No, the strength of
this country is the fact that we're a nation
full of compassionate, decent, honorable,
loving citizens. And it is my honor to be the
President of such a country.

National Volunteer Week, 2005
A Proclamation by the President 
of the United States of America
April 14, 2005

The great strength of our Nation is found in
the hearts and souls of the American peo-
ple. During National Volunteer Week, we
recognize the millions of individuals who
touch our lives as soldiers in America's
armies of compassion. Our Nation's volun-
teers inspire us with their dedication, com-
mitment, and efforts to build a more hope-
ful country for our citizens. 

Americans take pride in the example of citi-
zens who give their time and energy to care
for the most vulnerable among us. In the
past year, millions of volunteers have men-
tored children, provided shelter for the
homeless, prepared for and responded to
disasters, cared for the sick and elderly, fed
the hungry, and performed other acts of
kindness and community service. These
selfless deeds have contributed to a culture

of compassion and taught young people the
importance of giving back to their commu-
nities. 

My Administration is encouraging volun-
teer service through the USA Freedom
Corps, and we have seen tremendous
growth in the number of volunteers. Last
year, over 64 million Americans offered
their time as volunteers, an increase of
nearly 5 million people since 2002. In the
aftermath of the Indian Ocean tsunami, the
world witnessed the compassion of our
Nation as millions of our citizens donated
generously to help the many people affect-
ed by the disaster. By participating in pub-
lic service programs such as the Peace
Corps, Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and
grassroots efforts such as Citizen Corps,
our citizens are helping others. My
Administration also supports faith based
and community groups whose volunteers
bring hope and healing to those in need. 

During National Volunteer Week, we thank
those who volunteer to serve a cause
greater than self, and I commend the more
than 200,000 Americans who have earned
the Volunteer Service Award from my
Council on Service and Civic Participation.
I urge all those who wish to get involved to
visit the USA Freedom Corps website at
www.usafreedomcorps.gov. By giving back
to our communities, we can change
America for the better one heart and one
soul at a time. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 17 through
April 23, 2005, as National Volunteer Week.
I call upon all Americans to recognize and
celebrate the important work that volun-
teers do every day across our country. I
also encourage citizens to explore ways to
help their neighbors and become involved
in their communities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
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set my hand this fourteenth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-
ninth. 

President Delivers Commencement
Address at Calvin College 
The Calvin College Field House
Grand Rapids, Michigan
May 21, 2005

Local people know local problems, they
know the names and faces of their neigh-
bors. The heart and soul of America is in
our local communities; it is in the citizen
school boards that determine how our chil-
dren are educated; it's in city councils and
state legislators that reflect the unique
needs and priorities of the people they
serve; it's in the volunteer groups that
transform towns and cities into caring com-
munities and neighborhoods. In the years
to come, I hope that you'll consider joining
these associations or serving in government
-- because when you come together to serve
a cause greater than yourself, you will ener-
gize your communities and help build a
more just and compassionate America.

…we must understand that it is by becom-
ing active in our communities that we
move beyond our narrow interests. In
today's complex world, there are a lot of
things that pull us apart. We need to sup-
port and encourage the institutions and
pursuits that bring us together. And we
learn how to come together by participating
in our churches and temples and mosques
and synagogues; in civil rights associations;
in our PTAs and Jaycees; in our gardening
and book clubs, interest groups and cham-
bers of commerce; in our service groups --
from soup kitchens to homeless shelters. 

All these organizations promote the spirit
of community and help us acquire the
"habits of heart" that are so vital to a free
society. And because one of the deepest
values of our country is compassion, we

must never turn away from any citizen who
feels isolated from the opportunities of
America. Our faith-based and community
groups provide the armies of compassion
that help people who wonder if the
American Dream is meant for them. These
armies of compassion are the great engines
of social change, they serve individual and
local needs, and they have been found at
the front of every great movement in
American history. 

The history of forming associations dedicat-
ed to serving others is as old as America,
itself. From abolition societies and suffrage
movements to immigrant aid groups and
prison reform ministries, America's social
entrepreneurs have often been far ahead of
our government in identifying and meeting
the needs of our fellow countrymen.
Because they are closer to the people they
serve, our faith-based and community
organizations deliver better results than
government. And they have a human
touch: When a person in need knocks on
the door of a faith-based or community
organization, he or she is welcomed as a
brother or a sister…

…Our government is encouraging all
Americans to make a difference through
our faith-based and community initiative;
we're mobilizing Americans to volunteer
through the USA Freedom Corps. We'll do
our part, but, ultimately, service is up to
you. It is your choice to make. As your gen-
eration takes its place in the world, all of
you must make this decision: Will you be a
spectator, or a citizen? To make a difference
in this world, you must be involved. By
serving a higher calling here or abroad,
you'll make your lives richer and build a
more hopeful future for our world. 
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Remarks by the President at 2005
National Scout Jamboree
Fort A.P. Hill
Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia
July 31, 2005

For nearly a hundred years, Boy Scouts
have set a high standard of service and
duty to God and country. Millions of
Americans have pledged the Scout oath: On
my honor, I'll do my best. And through the
generations, Scouts have made America a
stronger and better nation…

… Your uniform is a sign that you're a cer-
tain kind of citizen -- trustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient,
cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and reverent.
These are the values of scouting, and
they're important values for America. By
working to live up to them, you're bringing
great credit to yourselves and to our
nation…

… your life will grow in meaning when
you serve a cause greater than yourself.
There's a wise saying: We make a living by
what we get; we make a life by what we
give. That truth is expressed well in the
Scout slogan: Do a good turn daily. When
you help someone in need, you're making
America more hopeful, one heart and one
soul at a time. And you're answering the
call to love a neighbor just like you'd like to
be loved yourself.

Every day, every day Scouts are showing
that the greatest strength of America lies in
the hearts and souls of our citizens.
Through your Good Turn for America ini-
tiative, Scouts have given more than 1.4
million hours of volunteer service this year
alone. In Nebraska, Scouts have made more
than 11,000 pocket-size flags to send to
troops serving overseas. In California, Boy
Scouts donated money they raised for sum-
mer camps to help victims of the tsunami in
Asia. In Louisiana, Scouts collected five
tons of food to donate to a food bank. In

Florida, Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts worked
together to clean up the roads before the
Super Bowl.  And right here at the National
Jamboree, Scouts are working with Habitat
for Humanity to build a home for a
Virginia family in need.  On behalf of a
grateful nation, I thank the Boy Scouts for
serving on the front line of America's
armies of compassion.

Another organization devoted to service is
USA Freedom Corps. I created the USA
Freedom Corps in 2002 to match willing
volunteers with opportunities in their com-
munities. If you're interested in serving
America, if you're listening to my speech
today to the Boy Scouts, call up
USAFreedomCorps.gov to find out ways
that you can join other kind-hearted
Americans across our nation to mentor chil-
dren, to assist the elderly, to clean up the
neighborhoods and perform countless acts
of generosity. This year, Laura is going to
work with organizations like the Boy
Scouts to lead an initiative called Helping
America's Youth. 

The Boy Scouts are recognizing our call to
service with a special honor. I was pleased
to accept the Good Turn for America award
on behalf of the millions of volunteers all
across our country who are helping this
country be a hopeful place. By making a
commitment to service, to integrity, and to
good citizenship, all of you are showing
your gratitude for the blessings of freedom.

You also understand that freedom must be
defended, and I appreciate the Scouts' long
tradition of supporting the men and
women of the United States military.  Your
generation is growing up in an historic
time, a time when freedom is on the march,
and America is proud to lead the armies of
liberation. I believe we're laying the foun-
dations of peace for decades to come. 

And that's not the only reason I'm opti-
mistic about the decades ahead, because I'm
standing in front of America's future lead-
ers. When you follow your conscience, and
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the ideals you have sworn as a Scout, there
is no limit to what you can achieve for our
country. Continue to make right choices in
life; continue to set high standards; contin-
ue to be a leader…

President Discusses Hurricane Relief
in Address to the Nation
Jackson Square
New Orleans, Louisiana
September 15, 2005

These days of sorrow and outrage have also
been marked by acts of courage and kind-
ness that make all Americans proud. Coast
Guard and other personnel rescued tens of
thousands of people from flooded neigh-
borhoods. Religious congregations and
families have welcomed strangers as broth-
ers and sisters and neighbors. In the com-
munity of Chalmette, when two men tried
to break into a home, the owner invited
them to stay -- and took in 15 other people
who had no place to go. At Tulane Hospital
for Children, doctors and nurses did not eat
for days so patients could have food, and
eventually carried the patients on their backs
up eight flights of stairs to helicopters. 

Many first responders were victims them-
selves, wounded healers, with a sense of
duty greater than their own suffering.
When I met Steve Scott of the Biloxi Fire
Department, he and his colleagues were
conducting a house-to-house search for sur-
vivors. Steve told me this: "I lost my house
and I lost my cars, but I still got my family
... and I still got my spirit." 

Across the Gulf Coast, among people who
have lost much, and suffered much, and
given to the limit of their power, we are
seeing that same spirit -- a core of strength
that survives all hurt, a faith in God no

storm can take away, and a powerful
American determination to clear the ruins
and build better than before… 

… The work that has begun in the Gulf
Coast region will be one of the largest
reconstruction efforts the world has ever
seen. When that job is done, all Americans
will have something to be very proud of --
and all Americans are needed in this com-
mon effort. It is the armies of compassion --
charities and houses of worship, and ideal-
istic men and women -- that give our recon-
struction effort its humanity. They offer to
those who hurt a friendly face, an arm
around the shoulder, and the reassurance
that in hard times, they can count on some-
one who cares. By land, by sea, and by air,
good people wanting to make a difference
deployed to the Gulf Coast, and they've
been working around the clock ever since. 

The cash needed to support the armies of
compassion is great, and Americans have
given generously. For example, the private
fundraising effort led by former Presidents
Bush and Clinton has already received
pledges of more than $100 million. Some of
that money is going to the Governors to be
used for immediate needs within their
states. A portion will also be sent to local
houses of worship to help reimburse them
for the expense of helping others. This
evening the need is still urgent, and I ask
the American people to continue donating
to the Salvation Army, the Red Cross, other
good charities, and religious congregations
in the region. 

It's also essential for the many organiza-
tions of our country to reach out to your
fellow citizens in the Gulf area. So I've
asked USA Freedom Corps to create an
information clearinghouse, available at
usafreedomcorps.gov, so that families any-
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where in the country can find opportunities
to help families in the region, or a school
can support a school. And I challenge exist-
ing organizations -- churches, and Scout
troops, or labor union locals to get in touch
with their counterparts in Mississippi,
Louisiana, or Alabama, and learn what they
can do to help. In this great national enter-
prise, important work can be done by
everyone, and everyone should find their
role and do their part… 

…These trials have also reminded us that
we are often stronger than we know -- with
the help of grace and one another. They
remind us of a hope beyond all pain and
death, a God who welcomes the lost to a
house not made with hands. And they
remind us that we're tied together in this
life, in this nation -- and that the despair of
any touches us all. 

I know that when you sit on the steps of a
porch where a home once stood, or sleep on
a cot in a crowded shelter, it is hard to
imagine a bright future. But that future will
come. The streets of Biloxi and Gulfport
will again be filled with lovely homes and
the sound of children playing. The churches
of Alabama will have their broken steeples
mended and their congregations whole.
And here in New Orleans, the street cars
will once again rumble down St. Charles,
and the passionate soul of a great city will
return. 

President Celebrates Hispanic
Heritage, Honors Volunteer Service 
East Room, The White House
Washington, D.C.
October 7, 2005 

The strength of this country is the fact that
every day, thousands of citizens, millions of
citizens, volunteer to make somebody's life
better. And that includes thousands and
millions of Hispanic Americans who are
volunteering in their community, people
who use their time and their talent to make
a difference in the lives of others, people
who have heard the universal call to love a

neighbor just like you'd like to be loved
yourself. 

In the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita,
Hispanic groups around this country pro-
vided critical services and much-needed
love to people whose lives were affected by
those storms. In Texas, the League of
United Latin American Citizens -- we call
them LULAC -- served food at shelters and
teamed up with the Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce to help people find housing, as
well. In Arizona, Latino groups sent truck-
loads of water and food and medical sup-
plies to Mississippi. The National Council
of La Raza established a relief fund to pro-
vide emergency financial aid and housing
assistance to hurricane victims. Acts of gen-
erosity from Hispanic Americans gave
many people a lot of hope, and our nation
honors the compassion of Latinos today in
this celebration… 

…As we celebrate Hispanic Heritage
Month, we thank the Hispanic community
that has helped build and shape our coun-
try in so many ways. America is a better
place because of your contributions. I join
all Americans in celebrating the accom-
plishments and wishing our Hispanic com-
munities all across the country continued
success. 

President Thanks Troops for
Hurricane Relief Efforts in Louisiana 
Joint Reserve Base
U.S. Naval Air Station
New Orleans, Louisiana
October 11, 2005 

…I'm here to thank you all for what has
been an incredible outpouring of talent and
skill and compassion to help the good folks
of this part of the world that have suffered
mightily. I'm incredibly proud of those who
wear our nation's uniform, and I'm incredi-
bly proud of the job you have done. You
have brought great credit to your units,
credit to your family, and credit to our
nation. 
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We got a lot of work to do, and I'll be
telling the people that I've had an honor to
meet, opportunity to meet, that out of this
rubble is going to come some good; out of
the devastation is going to come new cities
and new hope. And I hope you take great
inspiration in being a part of the renewal of
this important part of the world. 

National Volunteer Week, 2006
A Proclamation by the President 
of the United States of America
April 20, 2006

Throughout our country, volunteers make
America stronger and better by reaching
out to help their neighbors in need. During
National Volunteer Week, we recognize the
millions of individuals who dedicate their
time, talents, and energy to making a differ-
ence in the lives of others and reaffirm our
commitment to supporting these soldiers in
the armies of compassion. 

In the 1830s, a Frenchman named Alexis de
Tocqueville visited our Nation and saw that
the secret to America's success was our tal-
ent for bringing people together for the
common good and our willingness to serve
a cause greater than self. Today, the great
strength of America is still found in the
hearts and souls of our people. By making a
commitment to service, integrity, and good
citizenship, our Nation's volunteers show
their gratitude for the blessings of freedom
and help build a more hopeful future for
our children and grandchildren. 

Since we created USA Freedom Corps in
2002, my Administration has matched mil-
lions of willing volunteers with opportuni-
ties to serve in their communities. These
kind-hearted individuals help people who
hurt, mentor children who need love, feed
those who are hungry, and shelter those
who need homes. In the aftermath of the
devastating hurricanes of 2005, people
throughout our great Nation opened their
hearts to help the Gulf Coast recover and
rebuild. We will continue to foster the

efforts of the millions who care deeply
about the future of our country and the
plight of their fellow citizens. Americans
can find more information about volunteer
service opportunities in their own home-
towns by visiting the USA Freedom Corps
website at volunteer.gov. 

Our Nation is a force for freedom and pros-
perity, and our greatness is measured by
our character and how we treat one anoth-
er. During National Volunteer Week, and
throughout the year, we appreciate the mil-
lions of volunteers across America and
strive to be a more compassionate and
decent society. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 23 through
April 29, 2006, as National Volunteer Week.
I call upon all Americans to recognize and
celebrate the important work that volun-
teers do every day throughout our country.
I also encourage citizens to explore ways to
help their neighbors in need and serve a
cause greater than themselves. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this nineteenth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

Remarks by the President at
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community
College Commencement
Mississippi Coast Coliseum
Biloxi, Mississippi 
May 11, 2006

A hopeful future for the Gulf Coast will
require your compassion and your charac-
ter. Our whole nation has been moved by
the outpouring of kindness and decency
shown by the people of this great state.
Neighbors have joined forces to care for the
weak and the vulnerable. Strangers have
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come together to help each other cope.
Now you must work to sustain the compas-
sion inspired by this storm long after the
damage has been cleared away. I urge you
to take the same determination you brought
to rebuilding schools, and use it to ensure
that every school provides a good educa-
tion. Use that same bravery it takes to res-
cue people from water to rescue communi-
ties from poverty. My hope is that one day
Americans will look back at the rebuilding
of Mississippi and say that your work
added not only to the prosperity of our
country, but also to the character as our
nation.

…I encourage people all around the coun-
try to seize any opportunity they can to
help somebody in need. And by helping
somebody in need, you're honoring the
legacy of Martin Luther King. And by help-
ing somebody in need, you're really helping
yourself because you're lifting your soul. 
And so I want to thank the principal of this
fine high school; I want to thank the organ-
izers of the event; and I want to thank the
volunteers, young and old, for setting aside
time to make somebody else's life better. 

State of the Union Address 
United States Capitol
Washington, D.C. 
January 23, 2007

American foreign policy is more than a
matter of war and diplomacy. Our work in
the world is also based on a timeless truth:
To whom much is given, much is required.
We hear the call to take on the challenges of
hunger and poverty and disease -- and that
is precisely what America is doing. We
must continue to fight HIV/AIDS, especial-
ly on the continent of Africa… 

…When America serves others in this way,
we show the strength and generosity of our
country. These deeds reflect the character of
our people. The greatest strength we have
is the heroic kindness, courage, and self-
sacrifice of the American people. You see

this spirit often if you know where to look -
- and tonight we need only look above to
the gallery. 

Dikembe Mutombo grew up in Africa,
amid great poverty and disease. He came to
Georgetown University on a scholarship to
study medicine -- but Coach John
Thompson got a look at Dikembe and had a
different idea. Dikembe became a star in
the NBA, and a citizen of the United States.
But he never forgot the land of his birth, or
the duty to share his blessings with others.
He built a brand new hospital in his old
hometown. A friend has said of this good-
hearted man: "Mutombo believes that God
has given him this opportunity to do great
things." And we are proud to call this son
of the Congo a citizen of the United States
of America. 

After her daughter was born, Julie Aigner-
Clark searched for ways to share her love of
music and art with her child. So she bor-
rowed some equipment, and began filming
children's videos in her basement. The Baby
Einstein Company was born, and in just
five years her business grew to more than
$20 million in sales. In November 2001,
Julie sold Baby Einstein to the Walt Disney
Company, and with her help Baby Einstein
has grown into a $200 million business.
Julie represents the great enterprising spirit
of America. And she is using her success to
help others -- producing child safety videos
with John Walsh of the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children. Julie says
of her new project: "I believe it's the most
important thing that I have ever done. I
believe that children have the right to live
in a world that is safe." And so tonight, we
are pleased to welcome this talented busi-
ness entrepreneur and generous social
entrepreneur -- Julie Aigner-Clark. 
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Three weeks ago, Wesley Autrey was wait-
ing at a Harlem subway station with his
two little girls, when he saw a man fall into
the path of a train. With seconds to act,
Wesley jumped onto the tracks, pulled the
man into the space between the rails, and
held him as the train passed right above
their heads. He insists he's not a hero. He
says: "We got guys and girls overseas dying
for us to have our freedoms. We have got to
show each other some love." There is some-
thing wonderful about a country that pro-
duces a brave and humble man like Wesley
Autrey. 

Tommy Rieman was a teenager pumping
gas in Independence, Kentucky, when he
enlisted in the United States Army. In
December 2003, he was on a reconnaissance
mission in Iraq when his team came under
heavy enemy fire. From his Humvee,
Sergeant Rieman returned fire; he used his
body as a shield to protect his gunner. He
was shot in the chest and arm, and received
shrapnel wounds to his legs -- yet he
refused medical attention, and stayed in the
fight. He helped to repel a second attack,
firing grenades at the enemy's position. For
his exceptional courage, Sergeant Rieman
was awarded the Silver Star. And like so
many other Americans who have volun-
teered to defend us, he has earned the
respect and the gratitude of our entire
country. 

In such courage and compassion, ladies and
gentlemen, we see the spirit and character
of America -- and these qualities are not in
short supply. This is a decent and honor-
able country -- and resilient, too. We've
been through a lot together. We've met
challenges and faced dangers, and we
know that more lie ahead. Yet we can go
forward with confidence -- because the
State of our Union is strong, our cause in
the world is right, and tonight that cause
goes on. God bless. 

Fifth Anniversary of 
USA Freedom Corps, 2007 
A Proclamation by the President 
of the United States of America 
January 25, 2007

The great strength of our Nation is found in
the heroic kindness, courage, and self-sacri-
fice of the American people. Every day,
individuals show the good heart of our
country by volunteering to help make
someone's life better. Since 2002, the USA
Freedom Corps has provided access to vol-
unteer opportunities for millions of
Americans. On the fifth anniversary of the
USA Freedom Corps, we honor volunteers
who give their time and talents to make a
difference in the lives of others, and we rec-
ognize that helping those in need makes
America a more hopeful country. 

The USA Freedom Corps was created to
encourage Americans to answer the call to
serve a cause greater than themselves. By
matching willing volunteers with opportu-
nities in their communities, the USA
Freedom Corps brings Americans together
to mentor children, assist the elderly, clean
up neighborhoods, and perform countless
acts of generosity. The USA Freedom Corps
has helped support national service pro-
grams such as AmeriCorps, Citizen Corps,
Peace Corps, and Senior Corps. Through
programs like these, volunteers all across
the country bring comfort and kindness to
people at home and abroad. 

Through the USA Freedom Corps website
at volunteer.gov, all Americans can find
ways to serve in our country's armies of
compassion. By answering the universal
call to help a neighbor, individual
Americans can transform towns and cities
into more caring communities and neigh-
borhoods and make America a better place. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 29, 2007,
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as the Fifth Anniversary of the USA
Freedom Corps. I call upon the citizens of
this great country to find ways to volunteer
and help their fellow Americans. I com-
mend the efforts of the USA Freedom
Corps and all those who have already
answered the call to serve, and I encourage
all Americans to give of their time, energy,
and talents to make America even stronger. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this twenty-fifth day of
January, in the year of our Lord two thou-
sand seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-first. 

Remarks by the President After
Meeting on Volunteerism 
Roosevelt Room, The White House
Washington, D.C. 
February 13, 2007

A couple points I'd like to make. One, we
are a nation of people who take time out of
their lives on a regular basis to help a fel-
low citizen realize the full potential of
America. We've got a lot of people volun-
teering in the country, and one of my calls
is for people to do more of it. And there's

plenty of opportunities to find out where
you can volunteer. You can go, for exam-
ple, on the USAFreedomCorps.gov web
page and you can find programs close to
you that will give you an opportunity to
follow your heart. 

Secondly, I fully recognize there's an
important role for government in our socie-
ty, but I also want our fellow citizens to
know there's a really important role for
you. If you're concerned about the future of
America, you can volunteer to help make
our future brighter. You can mentor a child,
you can teach somebody to read, you can
go visit the elderly, you can feed the hun-
gry, you can find shelter for the homeless,
and you'll make a significant contribution
to America. And as you do so, you'll find
you make a significant contribution to your
own self worth and your own soul. 

We're heralding volunteerism here today. It
is a really important aspect of American
society. I'm proud of our fellow citizens
who have answered the call. I encourage
you to continue on. And for those of you
who want to enrich your own life, you can
find a way to volunteer and help somebody
else, and it will do just that. 
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President Bush Visits YMCA, 
Thanks Volunteers 
YMCA Anthony Bowen
Washington, D.C. 
February 13, 2007

….One of the most important things we can
do in our society is to mentor, is to serve as
examples and to share knowledge with
people so that everybody has a chance to
realize the potential of the country. We've
got mentors here, people who could be
doing something other than being here
today, but have chosen to mentor a child. 

And so I personally want to thank you very
much. And I encourage people to volun-
teer. One of the great things about our
country is that there are millions of people
around our nation who take it upon them-
selves to help improve the community in
which they live by lending their talents and
their time to mentor a child or teach some-
body to read or feed the hungry or provide
shelter for the homeless. 

My job as the President is to rally the
armies of compassion and to herald those
examples where people are selflessly help-
ing out others, such as here at this YMCA,
right here in Washington, D.C., and to call
upon our fellow citizens to recognize that
by helping somebody else, you really help
yourself in many ways. You strengthen
your spirit, and you strengthen your soul. 

President Bush Meets with Military
Service Organizations 
Roosevelt Room, The White House
Washington, D.C. 
February 28, 2007

One of the most enjoyable things I do as the
President is to hear stories of my fellow citi-
zens -- stories of compassion, stories of
care. I just talked to social entrepreneurs
who have decided to help improve the lives
of our servicemen and women and their
families. There are some remarkable acts of
kindness by people who have taken it upon

themselves to serve their country by help-
ing a neighbor in need. Whether it be help-
ing the chaplains help kids, or whether it be
helping a family of the injured, whether it
be working at Walter Reed or supporting
troops getting ready to go into combat,
these good men and women really repre-
sent the very best of America. 

I ask my fellow citizens to support our
troops and their families. There are all
kinds of ways you can find out how to do
so. AmericaSupportsYou.mil, for example,
is a website that if you really do want to
participate like these citizens have, that you
can find a way to contribute your time or
your money, your talents, to really send a
message that America supports these brave
volunteers who are out defending their
country in the war on terror.

National Volunteer Week, 2007
A Proclamation by the President 
of the United States of America
April 11, 2007

During National Volunteer Week, we cele-
brate the spirit of service in America and
honor those who demonstrate the great
character of our country through acts of
kindness, generosity, and compassion. 

Throughout the history of America, volun-
teers and civic organizations have helped
extend the blessings of liberty and opportu-
nity to our citizens. People across our
Nation answer the universal call to love
their neighbor by giving their time, talents,
and energy to comfort those in despair,
support others in need, and change lives for
the better. The optimism and determination
of our country's volunteers reflect the true
spirit and strength of our Nation. 

My Administration encourages Americans
to seize the opportunity to help someone in
need. Individuals can find ways to serve in
communities throughout our Nation by vis-
iting the USA Freedom Corps website at
volunteer.gov. The USA Freedom Corps
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works to rally America's armies of compas-
sion and bring together individuals and
faith-based and community organizations
committed to volunteer service. These
efforts are helping to build a culture of
service, citizenship, and responsibility
across our country. 

America's volunteers demonstrate that the
strength of our Nation lies in the hearts and
souls of our citizens. During National
Volunteer Week, we recognize all those
who have touched the lives of others with
their kindness and who have made our
country a better place by helping their fel-
low Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 15 through
April 21, 2007, as National Volunteer Week.
I call upon all Americans to recognize and
celebrate the important work that volun-
teers do every day throughout our country.
I also encourage citizens to explore ways to
help their neighbors in need and serve a
cause greater than themselves. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this eleventh day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and
thirty-first. 

President Bush Delivers
Commencement Address at 
Miami Dade College 
Kendall Campus
Miami, Florida 
April 28, 2007

…step forward to serve a cause larger than
yourself. Volunteer in a local soup kitchen
or shelter. Take time to check in on an eld-
erly neighbor. Be a mentor to a child in 

need. Use the skills you have learned here
to help build a better nation. Our armies of
compassion need men and women like you.
The great test of this generation will be how
you answer the call to extend the promise
of America, and make our nation a more
hopeful place for all. 

President Bush Delivers
Commencement Address at 
St. Vincent College 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania 
May 11, 2007

De Tocqueville saw the good heart of
America back in the early 19th century –
and we continue to see the good heart of
America in the early 21st century. We see it
in citizens who responded to the worst
atrocity on our soil with acts of selflessness
and compassion. We see it in the historic
new commitments our nation has made to
alleviate poverty and suffering – by feeding
the hungry and fighting malaria and work-
ing to end the scourge of HIV/AIDS on the
continent of Africa. 

We see it in the volunteers who serve in our
faith-based and community organizations –
good and decent folks who are living the
commandment to love our neighbors as
ourselves. Today, more than 61 million
Americans volunteer their time to serve
others, more than three-quarters of our citi-
zens give to charity. The volunteer spirit of
America makes us unique, it represents the
true strength of our nation, and it must con-
stantly be reinvigorated and renewed. 

And that's why it's vital for our country
that our young people step forward – and
serve a cause larger than yourselves. When
you serve your fellow citizens, you find
benefits you'll never imagine. You discover
that a caring person is sometimes all it
takes for someone to turn their lives
around. You see for yourself that kindness
and respect make an enormous difference
in a person's life. You learn to take the ini-
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tiative, instead of waiting for a government
to step in. You become more aware of oth-
ers, a better man or woman to your friends
and families, a better citizen of your coun-
try. You start to put your own difficulties in
perspective. And soon you learn a great
truth: that you always get more out of serv-
ice than you give. 

Your generation's willingness to serve will
define the character of our nation -- and us
older folks have good reason to be confi-
dent. Americans now in college are more
likely to volunteer or become engaged in
civic life than previous generations. Here at
St. Vincent College, you have learned that
service outside the classroom is as impor-
tant as what you learn inside the classroom.
The challenge for you is to keep this up as
you begin your new careers, and your new
families, and your new lives. So today I ask
you to make service more than a line on
your resume. Find a need that is not being
met. Do your part to fill it -- make a differ-
ence to our country…

… There are many ways to serve our
nation. Across this great land of opportuni-
ty we have citizens with great needs. And
for every need, there is a path to service…

… We also established the USA Freedom
Corps to help mobilize volunteers to bring
the comfort and kindness of America to
people both at home and abroad. Today
hundreds of thousands of volunteers men-
tor children, they assist the elderly, they
build schools and clinics, they respond to
natural disasters. No matter what your
interests, no matter what your skills, there
is a place for every one of you to serve in
our armies -- our nation's armies of com-
passion. 

Even if you can't devote yourself to a career
of service, you can make a life of service…

… When Mother Teresa accepted her Nobel
Prize, she told the story about visiting a
nursing home. At first she was impressed

by the home because it was attractive and
well equipped. But she soon noticed that
none of the residents were smiling, all were
looking at the door. When she asked why
everyone seemed so sad, one of the caretak-
ers explained: "They are hurt because they
are forgotten." They stared at the door in
the hope that it would open and someone
who loved them would walk through it. 
My challenge to you today is this: Be the
person who walks through that door. Be
the face that brings a smile to the hurt and
forgotten. Lead lives of purpose and char-
acter – make a difference in someone else's
life. And if you do, you will lead richer
lives, you will build a more hopeful nation,
and you'll never be disappointed.

President Bush Participates in
Roundtable on Humanitarian 
and Volunteer Efforts 
U.S. Embassy
Rome, Italy 
June 9, 2007

I want to thank the good folks of
Sant'Egidio for joining us. Sant'Egidio is
one of the great faith-based organizations in
the world. And we're here to talk about our
common commitment to help the poor, feed
the hungry, and help eradicate disease. The
United States is firmly committed to help-
ing the people on the continent of Africa.
And we've committed in our -- and we'll
work with our Congress to spend $30 bil-
lion to deal with HIV/AIDS, over a billion
to deal with malaria, billions to deal with
hunger, money to deal with education. 

But these programs cannot be effective
without loving people on the ground, help-
ing a neighbor in need. I want to thank you
for being a part of these international army
of compassion. I thank you for hearing the
call to love a neighbor like you'd like to be
loved yourself. 
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President Bush Visits Boys and Girls
Club in Wichita, Kansas 
Boys & Girls Club of South Central
Kansas - 21st Street Club
Wichita, Kansas 
June 15, 2007

I like the idea of mentors reaching out to
children to set good examples and to
encourage them to achieve big goals in life.
And that's what happens here in this Boys
and Girls Club in Wichita. This is a place
where dreams are fostered, skills are given
so that people can realize their dreams. 

This is a community based program -- it
gets some help from the government, but it
gets a lot of help from the local community.
And I think it's very important for the peo-
ple of Wichita to support a program such as
this -- after all, we can change our country
one heart and one soul at a time. 

President Bush Offers 
Thanksgiving Greetings 
Berkeley Plantation
Charles City, Virginia 
November 19, 2007 

This Thanksgiving, we pay tribute to all
Americans who serve a cause larger than
themselves. We are thankful for the police
officers who patrol our streets. We're thank-
ful for the firefighters who protect our
homes and property. We're thankful for the
leaders of our churches and synagogues
and all faith-based organizations that call
us to live lives of charity. We're thankful of
the ordinary citizens who become good
Samaritans in times of distress. 

This Thanksgiving, we remember the many
examples of the good heart of the American
people that we have seen this past year: We
remember the Virginia Tech professor who
died blocking a gunman from entering his
classroom. As a survivor of the Holocaust,
Professor Liviu Librescu had seen the worst
of humanity -- yet through his sacrifice, he
showed us the best. 

We remember the Minneapolis man who
was escorting a busload of children when
the bridge underneath them collapsed.
Jeremy Hernandez responded to this emer-
gency with courage. He broke open the
backdoor of the bus and he helped lead
every child on board to safety. 

We remember the people in New Orleans
who are rebuilding a great American city.
One of them is Principal Doris Hicks. After
Katrina, many said that her school could
never return to its building in the Lower
Ninth Ward. But Principal Hicks had a dif-
ferent point of view; she had a different
attitude. As a matter of fact, she had a
uniquely American attitude. She had a
vision for a resurgent community with a
vibrant school at its heart. This summer the
Dr. Martin Luther King, Junior Charter
School for Science and Technology became
the first public school to reopen in the
Lower Ninth Ward. 

These stories remind us that our nation's
greatest strength is the decency and com-
passion of our people. As we count our
many blessings, I encourage all Americans
to show their thanks by giving back. You
know, I just visited the Central Virginia
Foodbank. If you're living in Richmond and
you want to give back, help the Central
Virginia Foodbank. The volunteers there
help prepare thousands of meals for the
poor each day. And in so doing, they make
the Richmond community and our nation a
more hopeful place. And there are many
ways to spread hope this holiday -- volun-
teer in a shelter, mentor a child, help an
elderly neighbor, say thanks to one who
wears our nation's uniform. 
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President Bush Visits Little Sisters of
the Poor and Discusses Volunteerism 
Washington, D.C. 
December 18, 2007

Sister, thanks for your hospitality, and
more importantly, thank you for showing
the nation what is possible when people
with loving hearts reach out to a neighbor
in need. It is easy to feel the great compas-
sion of the sisters here in this hall as you
help make somebody else's Christmas a joy-
ous time of celebration. 

First, there are volunteers here in the com-
munity who have taken time out of their
busy schedules to volunteer to help some-
body. And that's one of the messages of the
Christmas season, that I hope our fellow
citizens reach out and find a neighbor in
need, find out somebody who needs a lov-
ing pat on the back, or somebody who
could use a little help in learning how to
read, or an elderly citizen who wants to
know that somebody cares for them. It
doesn't take much effort; it takes a little pri-
oritization. 
And during a season in which we count our
blessings, I would hope those of us who are
blessed help somebody else. 

And there's no better place to come to see
that happening than right here. The Little
Sisters of the Poor are renown for their
great hearts and wonderful compassion… 

…I do want to thank the volunteers -- high
school students, some going to the schools
nearby, some home-schooled, who have
heard the universal call to love a neighbor
just like you'd like to be loved yourself. 

I want to thank you all for making cards for
our troops in harm's way. As I worked the
tables I was most thankful that people here
said that they pray for our troops, the safe-
ty of our troops. And so do I. And so does
Laura. And one way to let our troops know
that people care deeply about their safety
and their well-being is to send them a
Christmas card, which you all are fixing to
do here. So I thank you for that, as well. 

National Mentoring Month, 2008 
A Proclamation by the President 
of the United States of America 
December 19, 2007

Millions of Americans lend their time, tal-
ent, and energy to become mentors and
make a difference in children's lives.
During National Mentoring Month, we
honor these caring individuals for their
dedication to changing our country one
heart and soul at a time. 

By sharing their knowledge and experi-
ences, mentors serve as examples for young
people and help teach them the skills they
need to succeed in life. They also provide
stability, instill important values, and build
confidence in those they assist. Mentors are
soldiers in the armies of compassion, and
they encourage children to set goals and
achieve their dreams. 

My Administration is committed to helping
our Nation's children realize their full
potential by expanding opportunities for
Americans to mentor. To raise awareness of
the challenges facing our youth and encour-
age adults to connect with young people
through family, school, and community,
First Lady Laura Bush is leading the
Helping America's Youth initiative.
Through the USA Freedom Corps, we are
connecting individuals with volunteer
opportunities, including mentors who work
with young people in schools and commu-
nity organizations. By encouraging
Americans to mentor, we are doing our
part to see that more of America's children
grow into strong, confident, and successful
adults. 

I appreciate all those who reach out to
young people and inspire future genera-
tions to pass on this rich tradition that
makes our country strong. I urge all
Americans to get involved in mentoring
programs and to visit the USA Freedom
Corps website at volunteer.gov to learn
more about mentoring opportunities in
their communities. Together, we can build
a culture of service and foster a more com-
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passionate society that recognizes the value
and purpose in every single human life. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 2008 as
National Mentoring Month. I call upon all
Americans to recognize the importance of
mentoring, to look for opportunities to
serve as mentors in their communities, and
to observe this month with appropriate
activities and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this nineteenth day of
December, in the year of our Lord two
thousand seven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two
hundred and thirty-second. 

President Bush Visits Martin Luther
King, Jr., Memorial Library 
Washington, D.C. 
January 21, 2008

…Martin Luther King Day means two
things to me. One is the opportunity to
renew our deep desire for America to be a
land of promise for everybody, a land of
justice, and a land of opportunity. It's also
an opportunity to serve our fellow citizens.
They say Martin Luther King Day is not a
day off, it should be a day on. And so today
Laura and I witnessed acts of compassion
as citizens were here in the library volun-
teering their time, and that's what's hap-
pening all across America today. 

But a day on should be not just one day. It
really ought to be every day. And our fel-
low citizens have got to understand that by
loving a neighbor like you'd like to be
loved yourself, by reaching out to someone
who hurts, by just simply living a life of
kindness and compassion, you can make 

America a better place and fulfill the dream
of Martin Luther King. 

Martin Luther King is a towering figure in
the history of our country. And it is fitting
that we honor his service and his courage
and his vision. And today we're witnessing
people doing just that by volunteering their
time. 

Sixth Anniversary of USA Freedom
Corps, 2008
A Proclamation by the President 
of the United States of America
January 28, 2008

People across this great Nation have heard
the universal call to love a neighbor and are
using their time and talents to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others. On the sixth
anniversary of the USA Freedom Corps, we
celebrate the spirit of service in America
and honor the volunteers whose good work
represents the generous character of our
country. 

After the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, I created the USA Freedom Corps to
build on the countless acts of service, sacri-
fice, and generosity undertaken by our citi-
zens. The USA Freedom Corps is dedicated
to expanding volunteer service and extend-
ing the goodwill of the American people
across our country and around the globe.
By connecting individuals with volunteer
opportunities, the USA Freedom Corps has
helped ensure that millions of people have
a chance to make a difference in the lives of
those in need. The USA Freedom Corps
also helps strengthen the non-profit sector
and supports other national service pro-
grams and initiatives such as the Peace
Corps, Citizen Corps, AmeriCorps, and
Senior Corps. These efforts can help us
build a more hopeful country and create a
chain of compassion for generations to come. 

Volunteers demonstrate kindness and
touch lives. With hard work and dedica-
tion, volunteers help the less fortunate,
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respond to crises, mentor children, assist
the elderly, and strengthen our communi-
ties. I urge all Americans to serve others
and to learn more about service opportuni-
ties by visiting the USA Freedom Corps
website at volunteer.gov. By providing help
and hope to others, Americans can lead the
world toward a more caring and compas-
sionate tomorrow. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 29, 2008,

as the Sixth Anniversary of the USA
Freedom Corps. I call upon the citizens of
this great country to find ways to volunteer
and to use their time, energy, and talents to
help their fellow Americans, and I com-
mend the efforts of the USA Freedom
Corps and all those who answer the call to
serve. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this twenty-eighth day of
January, in the year of our Lord two thou-
sand eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-second. 
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I believe that in order to live in a free society, you need to give
something back. In order to make a society vibrant, all of us owe
something to America. And one way to provide that is either
through the military, or through loving somebody and showing
it through actual deeds. And I know that when you do so, I know
that when you help a neighbor in need, it is a part of a complete
life. It's a part of making sure that your life is not empty. It's a
part of making sure that you are able to really understand the
joys of a giving existence.

And there are good reasons for every American to serve our
nation. We serve because it's important to our neighbors. We
understand that serving others meets needs that a government
can never fulfill. You see, government can hand out money, but
it can't put hope in people's hearts, or a sense of purpose in peo-
ple's lives. The need for kindness, and for understanding, and for
love, is not a government function. It's a human function. And
that's why we serve our neighbor. 

–January 30th, 2002

“
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State of the Union Address 
United States Capitol 
Washington, D.C.
January 28, 2008

In communities across our land, we must
trust in the good heart of the American
people and empower them to serve their
neighbors in need. Over the past seven
years, more of our fellow citizens have dis-
covered that the pursuit of happiness leads
to the path of service. Americans have vol-
unteered in record numbers. Charitable
donations are higher than ever. Faith-based
groups are bringing hope to pockets of
despair, with newfound support from the
federal government. And to help guarantee
equal treatment of faith-based organiza-
tions when they compete for federal funds,
I ask you to permanently extend Charitable
Choice.

Tonight the armies of compassion continue
the march to a new day in the Gulf Coast.
America honors the strength and resilience
of the people of this region. We reaffirm
our pledge to help them build stronger and
better than before. And tonight I'm pleased
to announce that in April we will host this
year's North American Summit of Canada,
Mexico, and the United States in the great
city of New Orleans. 

National Volunteer Week, 2008
A Proclamation by the President 
of the United States of America
April 23, 2008

Through countless acts of kindness, volun-
teers across America are changing our
Nation for the better.  During National
Volunteer Week, we recognize those who
take the time to help their fellow citizens
realize the full potential of America. 

Through volunteer work, Americans can
demonstrate the kindness and generosity
that make our Nation great.  Mentoring a
child, teaching someone to read, visiting

the elderly, feeding the hungry, and finding
shelter for the homeless are all examples of
how Americans can and do aid those in
need.  Americans are volunteering in
record numbers.  Each year, millions of
Americans volunteer, and more of our fel-
low citizens are discovering that the pursuit
of happiness leads to the path of service.
The cumulative effort of the love and com-
passion from our Nation's volunteers will
help secure a more hopeful future for all
our citizens. 

My Administration remains committed to
building a culture of service, citizenship,
and responsibility.  The USA Freedom
Corps strengthens civic engagement and
volunteer service in America and helps
people connect with volunteer opportuni-
ties.  By visiting the USA Freedom Corps
website at volunteer.gov, individuals can
find information about ways they can help
in their local areas and across the country. 

The strength of America comes from its
compassionate and loving citizens.
National Volunteer Week is an opportunity
to show appreciation for our Nation's vol-
unteers.  The time and energy they dedicate
to helping those in need reflect the true
spirit of America. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 27 through
May 3, 2008, as National Volunteer Week.  I
call upon all Americans to recognize and
celebrate the important work that volun-
teers do every day throughout our country.
I also encourage citizens to explore ways to
help their neighbors in need and serve a
cause greater than self. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this twenty-second day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand
eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-second. 
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President Bush Discusses 
National Volunteer Week
East Room, The White House
Washington, D.C.
April 29, 2008

Those of you who are here today under-
stand the lesson, how you can gain by giv-
ing. You can understand how volunteering
can transform the souls, both who give and
those they help. When you teach a child to
read, for example, you not only improve
their chances for success in the world, but
you become invested in the progress of a
young life. When you visit the elderly, you
remind them that they are loved, and you
remind yourself of how deeply we all feel
the need for compassion. When you help
the homeless find shelter, you remove the
pain of need, and rediscover the resiliency
of the human spirit. 

While there are many ways that govern-
ment can help society's least advantaged --
and we try to do our best here in
Washington -- it can never replicate the pri-
vate acts of goodness and the ties of affec-
tion they create between Americans. And
that is why our administration has focused
on empowering citizens with open hearts,
not just government programs by opening
up checkbooks. 

I strongly support the faith-based and com-
munity-based initiative. I believe it is in
government's interest to empower those
neighborhood healers and helpers, social
entrepreneurs, to be able to complete their
acts of love and compassion. Government is
love -- government is justice and law, it's
not love. Love is found in the hearts of our
fellow citizens. And the true strength of
America truly is, is found in the hearts and
souls of Americans who hear the universal
call to love a neighbor. 

One of the ways that we have tried to
encourage volunteerism is through the cre-
ation of the USA Freedom Corps. The
Freedom Corps is an attempt -- a successful

attempt, I might add -- to create a culture of
service and citizenship and responsibility.
And so one way to be useful in the govern-
ment level is to provide a way for citizens
to become connected to service opportuni-
ties in their communities. And it's working,
it really is. Last year alone, more than 60
million volunteers from all across America
provided social services and aid to those in
need, both here at home and abroad. 

The volunteers oftentimes work for large
charitable organizations, or they find indi-
vidual opportunities in their own commu-
nity. But it always requires someone willing
to say, I want to help somebody else. And
so Americans, if they want to find out how
they can help, if you're motivated by
Volunteer Week, or if you're motivated by
hearing this message, you're motivated by a
neighbor saying, gosh, it's really made my
life better to help somebody in need, why
don't you go to the website of USA
Freedom Corps, and you can look it up at
"volunteer.gov." It's not all that hard; you
just get on there and type "volunteer.gov."
And you can find opportunities to be able
to serve your country by helping somebody
who needs some help. 

Another step we've taken is the creation of
the Presidential Council on Service and
Civic Participation. And one of the
Council's initiatives is awarding the
President's Volunteer Service Award, which
is a distinction that honors hard work and
dedication. It's a way to say thanks. You
can't give everybody an award; I wish we
could. So we try to herald people who can
set a good example for others…

…There is a lot of volunteer work here in
America. Every day there are just countless
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acts of compassion. And interestingly
enough, it doesn't require one government
law. As a matter of fact, oftentimes people
are inspired by a higher law. And there are
also countless acts of compassion overseas.
One of the great joys for Laura and me as
we travel is to be able to see ordinary citizens
from the United States helping save babies'
lives as a result of the Malaria Initiative or
working with orphans who have been left
alone because of HIV/AIDS. And also it's a
chance for us to really run into one of the
great organizations that government has
sponsored. It's called the Peace Corps. 

Forty-seven years ago, President John F.
Kennedy in the Rose Garden sent the first
team of Peace Corps volunteers to Africa.
And in the intervening years, more than
190,000 Peace Corps volunteers have car-
ried our country's great spirit of generosity
and compassion throughout the world… 

…I believe strongly in the admonition, "To
whom much is given, much is required."
Those of you here today are living up to
that noble calling. And you carry on the
best traditions of American citizenship. In
my first inaugural address, I said it's impor-
tant to be a citizen, not a spectator. And
there's no better way to be a citizen [than]
to be a soldier in the armies of compassion,
a foot soldier. 

Presidential Message Recognizing
AmeriCorps Week
The White House
Washington, D.C.
May 12, 2008

The strength of America is built on the
compassion and love of our citizens. Since
1994, AmeriCorps members have given mil-
lions of hours of service, mobilized more
than a million volunteers, and served in
numerous cities across America to improve
the lives of their neighbors. Through these
countless acts of kindness, AmeriCorps
members are making our Nation a stronger,
more hopeful place.

This week is an opportunity to promote
volunteerism, honor those who are making
a difference in the lives of others, and thank
the thousands of community organizations
that have worked in partnership with
AmeriCorps. I appreciate those involved
with making this week a success and 
all who give their time and talents to 
volunteer.

President Bush Delivers
Commencement Address at 
Furman University
Paladin Stadium - Furman University
Greenville, South Carolina
May 31, 2008

In my first speech as the governor of Texas,
I talked about the importance of a responsi-
bility society. In my last commencement
address as President, it seems a fitting sub-
ject to return to. 

I'm heartened today to see that our country
is seeing a resurgence of personal responsi-
bility. I'm pleased that this resurgence is
being led by many young people who are
embracing bedrock values of faith and fam-
ily. These are values on which Furman and
many other great universities were found-
ed. And as you leave this campus today,
my call to you is this: Strengthen this rising
culture of responsibility in America by
serving others, contributing to our civic life,
and being accountable to yourself and your
families. 

A culture of responsibility does mean serv-
ing others. Through the toil of generations
and the grace of an Almighty, our nation
has been given a lot, and more and more
Americans are recognizing our obligations
to help those who have little. 

One of the most uplifting trends in our
country is that volunteerism is at near all-
time highs. And we see this spirit here at
Furman. I was impressed when I heard that
nearly two-thirds of you balanced your
studies this year with outreach to your
community. You helped children with dis-
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abilities realize they have a place in our
communities and in our hearts. You helped
Habitat for Humanity give people a home
of their own. Through such works of com-
passion, you've learned early in life that
nothing is more fulfilling than putting the
needs of others ahead of your own. And I
thank you for what you've done for this
community and for our country…

…I've seen the spirit of service in good
Americans who work to heal troubled com-
munities across our country. Much of this
good work is carried out by community
and faith-based groups who lift up strug-
gling souls one at a time. They serve in
soup kitchens, and help former prisoners
rejoin society, inspire young people in
inner-city classrooms, ensuring they have
the skills they need to live lives of hope and
opportunity. 

I've seen the spirit of service in Americans
who are changing lives on the continent of
Africa. Our citizens are teaching children in
Ghana, helping villagers fight malaria and
HIV/AIDS in Tanzania, and helping war-
ravaged people recover and rebuild in
Liberia. These citizens are showing the
world the true face of our country -- a kind
and generous nation that is meeting its
responsibility to help the poor and the sick
and the hungry. 

I've seen the spirit of service in those who
proudly wear the uniform. America is
blessed to have citizens who volunteer in
times of danger, and that includes some of

you here today. You'll leave this fine uni-
versity with more than a degree -- you will
also receive your commission as an officer
in the United States military. I thank you
for making the noble decision to serve.
Your country is proud of you. And so is
your Commander-in-Chief. 

To all of you, my call is to make service to
others a way of life. Wherever you live,
whatever you do, find a way to give back
to your communities. And however you
choose to serve, you're going to learn a
great lesson, that the more you give, the
more you'll benefit. 

A culture of responsibility means contribut-
ing to our civic life. I ask you to be citizens,
not spectators, and help to build a nation of
virtue and character...

…Your Furman degree will open the door
to a wide variety of career options. One of
the most noble paths you can take is a
career in public service. I know you proba-
bly look the debates in Washington and in
the political campaigns and conclude that
public service isn't worth it. That's a mis-
take. I've had my fair share of critics, but no
criticism can overcome the satisfaction of
serving your fellow citizens and pursuing
great goals for our nation. If you choose a
career in public service, maintain the high-
est ethical standards, bring honor to what-
ever position you hold, and always put the
people you serve ahead of yourself. 
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American foreign policy is more than a matter of war and diplo-
macy. Our work in the world is also based on a timeless truth:
To whom much is given, much is required. We hear the call to
take on the challenges of hunger and poverty and disease -- and
that is precisely what America is doing. 

– January 23, 2007
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