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Dr. Danny Peterson is a Professor within the Environmental and Emergency Management Program at Arizona State University (ASU). He teaches graduate and undergraduate courses in Integrated Emergency Management; Terrorism and WMD; National Incident Management System/Emergency Ops Center Management; Water/Wastewater Treatment Technologies; Homeland Security; and numerous courses in emergency management. He currently sits on the Governor of Arizona’s Homeland Security Coordinating Council.
Prior to coming to ASU, Dr. Peterson spent 20 years in the U.S. Air Force. During his Air Force career, he held positions as Instructor and Flight Examiner in C-130 aircraft and instructed in 
T-38s at Williams Air Force Base. Other duties included Chief of Air Base Operability (supervising explosive ordnance disposal and base recovery after attack); Air Field Manager; Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Survivability; and Assistant Professor of Aerospace Studies. After retiring from the Air Force and prior to coming to ASU, Dr. Peterson flew MD-80s for Midway Airlines out of Chicago, Illinois. He also worked for the Arizona Division of Emergency Management and still maintains a close liaison with the State Emergency Response Commission and Arizona Division of Emergency Management.

Dr. Peterson holds a B.S. in mathematics from the University of Idaho. He also holds an MBA, a master of technology, and a Ph.D. in public administration with a focus in emergency management and hazardous materials. He is a Certified Emergency Manager and is Board Certified in Homeland Security (American College of Forensic Examiners). He has been a member of the ASU faculty since 1994.

Dr. Peterson hopes to network with other universities/colleges for the purposes of developing joint ventures. In addition, he would like to stay current in the latest developments in the field of emergency management and educational initiatives.

Emergency Management Program at Arizona State University

Two degree options are offered. The first is a Bachelor of Applied Science in Emergency Management. This degree requires an Associate of Applied Science (AAS) to qualify. With the AAS, a block transfer of 60 hours is granted with an additional 60 hours required for degree completion. The second degree available is a Master of Science in Technology with an emphasis in emergency management. This is a 33-hour degree that requires chemistry as a pre-requisite for certain classes. Both degrees may be pursued online. The Polytechnic campus also hosts the State of Arizona’s Alternate Emergency Operations Center which is used by the University for classes and programs in exercising and simulations.
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