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Ms. Mary Parrish is a Business Continuity Officer for the University of North Carolina (UNC) at Chapel Hill, the Nation’s first public university and the flagship of the esteemed 16-campus University of North Carolina System. Consistently ranked among the top universities in the Nation for academics, student life, and overall value, UNC at Chapel Hill is a perennial leader in American higher education and is known around the world for innovative teaching, research, and public service. Through its 14 schools and colleges, the University offers 76 bachelors, 108 masters, 74 doctorate, and 4 professional degree programs. In the fall of 2007, UNC at Chapel Hill enrolled more than 28,000 students.

Ms. Parrish has spent 15 years gaining experience in emergency response, occupational safety, process hazards analysis, and similar areas in the workplace. She has created award-winning employee safety programs; developed safety newsletters and guidelines; and written compliance documents for the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the Environmental Protection Agency, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. In the last 5 years, Ms. Parrish has focused on emergency preparedness and continuity in higher education.

Prior to serving at UNC, Ms. Parrish worked as a private consultant, designing tabletop exercises for universities and developing training and testing materials. She is involved with several professional organizations and is vice president of the Triangle chapter of the Contingency Planners of the Carolinas.

Ms. Parrish is a graduate of East Carolina University, one of the campuses of the University of North Carolina System.
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