- Position Titles

At each level within the ICS organization, individuals with primary responsibility positions
have distinct titles. Titles provide a common standard for all users. For example, if one
agency uses the title Branch Chief, another Branch Manager, etc., this lack of consistency
can cause confusion at the incident.

The use of distinct titles for ICS positions allows for filling ICS positions with the most
qualified individuals rather than by seniority. Standardized position titles are useful when
requesting qualified personnel. For example, in deploying personnel, it is important to know if
the positions needed are Unit Leaders, clerks, etc.

Listed below are the standard ICS titles:

Organizational Level Title Support Position
Incident Command Incident Commander Deputy

Command Staff Officer Assistant

General Staff (Section) Chief Deputy

Branch Director Deputy
Division/Group Supervisor N/A

Unit Leader Manager

Strike Team/Task Force Leader Single Resource Boss
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