St atement of Congressman M ke Thonpson
House Veterans Affairs Comittee
Cct ober 10, 2002

Thank you Chairman d el and and Ranki ng Menber Hutchi son for hol ding
this

hearing. It cones on the brink of an historic decision that Congress
wil |

be maki ng regardi ng authorizing our Arnmed Forces to take action against
Irag. This hearing is even nore inperative because we are once again
aski ng

our troops to answer the call of duty and to confront a dangerous
enemy.

Qur servicenmenbers nmust know that we stand by them during tinmes of war
and

peace.

My own personal experience with this issue began over three years ago
when a

constituent of mne, Jack Al derson, asked ne to investigate sonething
he

called Project SHAD. | am honored that Jack is here today and that he
wil |

be sharing his knowl edge with you. He is a great patriot who has
refused to

di scl ose classified informati on regarding these tests until the DoD has
acted. He has not broken the pronmise he made to his country nearly 40
years

ago despite hearing of crew illness and experiencing illness hinself.

Jack was the commander of five tugs used in these experinents. At
first the

Department of Defense told us that Project SHAD did not exist. Then we
wer e

told that it did exist but only simulants were used in the tests.
Finally,

after three years of pressure, DoD not yet five nonths ago reveal ed

t hat

t hese tests involved harnful chem cal and biol ogi cal agents the worst
of

whi ch included VX nerve gas and Sarin nerve gas.

The DoD has called Vx one of the nost |ethal substances ever

synt hesi zed and

as we all know Sarin was used in the deadly terrorist attack on the
Tokyo

subway system Yet we put at |east 5,500 of our servicenenbers at risk
by

exposi ng themto these hazardous agents. It is incunbent upon this
Congr ess

to ensure that any servicenmenber who participated in these tests is
provi ded

with appropriate evaluation and treatnent if they have long | asting
heal t h

probl enms associated with these tests.



I"ve introduced | egislation along with ny friends Representative

M chael

Bilirakis of Florida and Senator Bill Nelson of Florida that would seek
to

provide relief and care for veterans who were involved in these and
simlar

tests by requiring the DoD to release all relevant information

After all, veterans have the right to know
1) What agents they were exposed to;

2) What the lasting health effects are; and
3) Where they can receive nedical care.

They have the right to know and they should have known a long time ago.

As you know, The Departnent of Defense rel eased new declassified

i nformation

yesterday which for the first tinme describes testing done on American
soi |

and overseas. Al aska, Florida, Hawaii, Mryland, U ah, Canada, and
Engl and

were the | ocations used and DoD clains that civilians were only exposed
to

simulants. Keep in mnd that sone of these simulants are still live
bi ol ogi cal agents and may be harnful. It appears that not only were
soldiers put at risk but the civilian population the DoD is charged
with

protecting may al so have been put at risk.

SHAD and simlar cases of chem cal and biol ogical testing on
servi cemenber s
is an issue of TRUST and INTEGRITY. CQur

mlitary personnel put their trust in our government to protect them
and our
integrity has been conpromnm sed because nearly 40

years later we are still not protecting them How can we expect the
current
generation of soldiers to put their lives on the line

knowi ng that harm fromthe eneny may not be the only danger they
encount er ?
Jack and ot her crewnenbers are begi nning or

have al ready experienced health problens that may be associated with
t hese
tests. It is deplorable and inexcusable that the

Depart ment of Defense has taken nearly 40 years to begin to rel ease
this
information. That's why this hearing is inportant and

want to thank each of you on the commttee for your comrtment to
seeki ng
the truth. | amgrateful to you and I know that the



t housands of veterans who participated in these tests are al so
grateful.



