
“‘This is going to be much more of a 
morass than people think.’  Negotiating 
drug prices is ‘a feel-good kind of 
answer, but it’s not one that is easy to 
imagine how you put it in practice.’”

– Marilyn Moon, director of the health program at 
the American Institutes for Research and former 
trustee of the Social Security and Medicare trust 
funds,

“Success of Drug Plan Challenges Democrats”, 11/26/06



“Governing is different than 
campaigning.  The public would be 
best served if the new Congress 
conducts in-depth oversight to 
gather facts, rather than rushing 
through legislation within 100 hours 
to fix something that isn’t 
necessarily broken.” Editorial 11/13/06



“CBO estimates that H.R. 4 
would have a negligible 
effect on federal spending
because we anticipate that 
the Secretary would be 
unable to negotiate prices 
across the broad range of 
covered Part D drugs that are 
more favorable than those 
obtained by PDPs under 
current law.”



“without the authority to 
establish a formulary, we 
believe the Secretary would 
not be able to encourage the 
use of particular drugs by 
Part D beneficiaries, and as a 
result would lack the 
leverage to obtain 
significant discounts in his 
negotiations with drug 
manufacturers.”



“the PDPs have 
both the incentives 
and tools to 
negotiate drug 
prices that the 
government, under 
the legislation, 
would not have.”


