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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary. Nice com-
ment. I thank you all.

Senator HATCH. Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN. Our third panel is comprised of two very promi-

nent members of the legal academic community. I might add that
we could have had 150 members of the legal academic community
who were willing and anxious to come and testify. But there was
such unanimity that we responded to two in particular. The first
is Prof. Gerald Gunther, the William Nelson Cromwell Professor of
Law at Stanford Law School. Professor Gunther served as a law
clerk for Chief Justice Earl Warren, and prior to his appointment
at Stanford was a member of the faculty at Columbia University
School of Law. Welcome, Professor. It is nice to have you back. And
thank you, I might add parenthetically, for always being available
to this committee for any information we ask and any input we
have asked of you.

Next we have Henna Hill Kay, who is a dean of the University
of California at Berkeley, Boalt Hall, School of Law. It is nice to
see you again, Dean. Again, I thank you, every time I have asked
for your input, you have provided it. She is a coauthor with the
nominee of a casebook on sex-based discrimination and was among
the first full-time women law professors in this country.

I welcome you both, and I will yield to you in the order you have
been recognized.

PANEL CONSISTING OF GERALD GUNTHER, WILLIAM NELSON
CROMWELL PROFESSOR OF LAW, STANFORD UNIVERSITY,
STANFORD, CA; AND HERMA HILL KAY, DEAN, SCHOOL OF
LAW, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, CA

STATEMENT OF GERALD GUNTHER
Mr. GUNTHER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of the com-

mittee; that is, Senator Feinstein, my own Senator, a Stanford
alumna, our last, most recent commencement speaker. I am really
personally overjoyed and proud as well as professionally heartened
that this committee is considering the nomination of Ruth Bader
Ginsburg for a seat on the Supreme Court.

I speak as a teacher of constitutional law for more than 35 years,
and as someone who has known Ruth Ginsburg well for almost as
long a time. I am entirely confident that she possesses all of the
qualities you should cherish in a Supreme Court Justice.

Ruth Ginsburg was my student at Columbia Law School. She
was a brilliant student. She demonstrated extraordinary intellec-
tual capacities, as she has in everything she has undertaken all her
life. In the 1950's, I set up a program at Columbia to place our
graduates as judicial law clerks, and I assisted her selection by a
fine, originally recalcitrant, Federal judge.

I have followed her work closely in the years since. I admired her
scholarly capacity as a faculty member at Rutgers and then at Co-
lumbia, and especially her historic work on behalf of women's
rights, as a brief-writer and oral advocate before the Supreme
Court.

In 1980, Ruth was named, as you know, to the Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia Circuit. I was asked then to speak at
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her investiture ceremony and to speak about the task of judges. I
had just begun work on a biography of one of our greatest Federal
judges, Judge Learned Hand. In my address before the District of
Columbia Circuit, I understandably spoke about Hand and com-
pared Ruth Ginsburg's potential talents to his.

Although I do not claim a great track record in predicting any-
thing—football, soccer, elections, you name it—I have taken special
delight in the fact that my expectations about Ruth were entirely,
and to me not surprisingly, fulfilled. I said then that I knew Ruth
to be modest, thoughtful, penetrating, fair and open-minded, and I
suggested that those qualities equipped her ideally for the bench.

I also said that she has the character and temperament, the per-
sistence, the sense of responsibility, the modesty as well as the
courage and strength reflected in Learned Hand's words and deeds.
I read her opinions on the court of appeals for the last 13 years
with great interest as they were handed down, and she disclosed
precisely those qualities.

Ruth Ginsburg, I am convinced, possesses the ingredients, the
moral qualities Hand thought essential for greatness. And I am
confident she will confirm that greatness on the Supreme Court.
She clearly possesses the requisite intellect, temperament, and
character. Her opinions reflect an obvious belief in and fidelity to
the law, careful attention to the records before her, and an appro-
priate respect for the force of precedent. She has demonstrated in-
tegrity and analytical skills. She is also characteristically sympa-
thetic to the fact that the disputes before her involved human
beings and that a court's rulings have an impact on those human
beings. One would expect no less in a person who is herself a splen-
did human being, who has managed to integrate with great skill
her roles as lawyer and teacher and judge as well as wife and
mother, and who overcame the many obstacles that confronted her
and other women who were entering the profession in the 1950's.

You have an opportunity to recommend the confirmation of an
individual who will be a great Justice, a person who will contribute
immensely to the collegiality, the intellectual quality, and the wis-
dom of the Supreme Court of the United States.

Now, I fully expect to criticize Justice Ginsburg's opinions on the
Court. After all, that is my professional task. I am confident, how-
ever, I will never have reason to doubt her integrity, her judicial
temperament, and her analytical abilities. I know that I, like most
of my fellow academics, look forward to evaluating the work of a
Supreme Court with Ruth Ginsburg on it.

I have tried to summarize my remarks. I have submitted a
longer statement for the record.

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, your entire written remarks
will be placed in the record. It is hard to see how they could im-
prove upon what you have said.

Mr. GUNTHER. Well, I did actually include a copy, as a matter of
ultimate egomania, of the speech I delivered before the D.C. Cir-
cuit, because I well remember, Senator, the reaction at the recep-
tion afterwards when everyone I talked to winked at me when I
tried to compare Ruth Ginsburg to the qualities of Learned Hand,
and they said, "Nice job. But, of course, she is not going to turn
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out that." I have never been happier about being right on some-
thing in my life.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Gunther follows:]
PREPARED STATEMENT OF GERALD GUNTHER

I am personally overjoyed and proud as well as professionally heartened that this
committee is considering the confirmation of Ruth Bader Ginsburg for a seat on the
Supreme Court.

I speak as a teacher of constitutional law for more than thirty-five years, and as
someone who has known Ruth Ginsburg well for almost as long a time. I am con-
fident that she possesses all of the qualities you should cherish in a Justice.

Ruth Ginsburg was my student at Columbia Law School. She was a brilliant stu-
dent; she demonstrated extraordinary intellectual capacities, as she has in every-
thing she has undertaken throughout her life. In the 1950's, I set up Columbia's
program for placing graduates as judicial law clerks, and I assisted her selection by
a fine federal trial judge. I have followed her work closely in the years since; I ad-
mired her scholarly capacity as a faculty member at Rutgers and then at Columbia,
and especially her work on behalf of women's rights, as a brief-writer and oral advo-
cate before the Supreme Court.

As a teacher of constitutional law and the author of a casebook in my field, I am
very familiar with her central, indeed historic, role in shaping the modern law of
gender discrimination. To this day, I—and, I suspect, most teachers in my field—
speak admiringly of her singular contribution.

In 1980, Ruth Ginsburg was named to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit. I was asked to speak at her investiture ceremony. I had just
begun work on a biography of one of our greatest federal judges, Learned Hand (a
biography that will be published in a few months). In my address before the D.C.
Circuit, I understandably spoke about Hand and compared Ruth Ginsburg's poten-
tial talents with those of my subject. (I am taking the liberty of attaching my 1980
address as an appendix to this statement.) Although I do not claim a great track
record in predictions, I have taken special delight in the fact that my expectations
about Ruth Ginsburg were fulfilled. I said then that I knew Ruth to be "modest,
thoughtful, penetrating, fair and open-minded," and I suggested that these qualities
equipped her ideally for the bench. I also said that "she has the character and tem-
perament, the persistence, * * * the sense of responsibility, the modesty as well as
the courage and strength reflected in Learned Hand's words and deeds." Hand's
greatness, in my view, stems from a special combination of character and tempera-
ment and intellect that, in combination, produces the capacity to be a "modest but
creative judge" who "is heedful of limitations stemming from the judge's own com-
petence and [from] the presuppositions of our constitutional system." I read her
opinions on the Court of Appeals for the last thirteen years with great interest as
they were handed down, and she disclosed precisely those qualities.

In my close attention to Ruth's career over the years, especially her judicial ca-
reer, some of Hand's words often come to mind as aptly describing Ruth Bader Gins-
burg. Hand once said that the prime condition of great judging is a "capacity for
detachment." He went on to say: "There are those who insist that detachment is an
illusion; that our conclusions, when their bases are sifted, always reveal a passional
foundation. Even so; though they be throughout the creatures of past emotional ex-
perience, it does not follow that that experience can never predispose us to impar-
tiality. A bias against bias may be as likely a result of some buried crisis, as any
other bias." A great judge, he also said, acts "with patience, courage, insight, self-
effacement, understanding, imagination and learning."

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, I am convinced, possesses the ingredients, the "moral"
qualities, Hand thought essential for greatness. I am confident that she will confirm
that greatness on the Supreme Court. She clearly possesses the requisite intellect,
temperament, and character. Her opinions reflect an obvious belief in and fidelity
to the law, careful attention to the records before her, and an appropriate respect
for the force of precedent. She has demonstrated integrity and analytical skills. She
is also characteristically sympathetic to the fact that the disputes before her involve
human beings and that a court's rulings have an impact upon those human beings.
One would expect no less in a person who is herself a splendid human being, who
has managed to integrate with great skill her roles as lawyer and teacher and judge
as well as wife and mother, and who overcame the many obstacles that confronted
women when she entered the profession.




