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GERCUJf COPYRIGHT EXTENSION PRDCLAMilTIDN 

On July 12, 1967 President Johnson signed and promulgated 
PROCLANATION 3792 - COPYRIGHT EXTENSION: GERMANY, a copy of 
which i s  attached. A t  tha t  time the U. S. Copyright Office 
issued and circulated an announcement on the subject. The 
present issuance is being dis tr ibuted i n  view of the time 
l i m i t  f o r  action under the' proclamation. 

The proclamation authorizes German ci t izens who were 
unable t o  apply f o r  United Sta tes  copyright regis trat ion 
during the period from September 3, 1939 through E4ay 5, 1956 
to  do so between July 12, 1967 and July 12, 1968. This means, 
i n  e f fec t ,  tha t  the U. S. Copyright Office can enter tain 
applications f o r  works f i r s t  published between September 3, 
1911 and Play 5, 1929. Renewal regis trat ions m y  be made f o r  
such works wnere the original  but no renewal regis t ra t ion  was 
made, and both original  and renewal regis trat ions may be made 
wnere nei ther  regis trat ion was made ea r l i e r .  

Original regis trat ions should be on the appropriate 
application form and should be accompanied by one copy of 
the work and a fee  of 36.00. Forms w i l l  be supplied by the 
Copyright Office f r e e  on request. The forms f o r  books would 
generally be Form A-B Foreign, and f o r  music Form E-Foreign; 
the form f o r  other materials w i l l  be supplied i f  a description 
is given of the kixd of work involved. Renewal regis trat ions 
should i n  all instances be made on Form R, a l so  obtainable 
on request, and should be accompanied by a f ee  of $4.00. 

Such registrat ions cannot be considered unless the 
required i t ens  are  received in t h i s  Office on o r  before 
July 12, 1968. These materials should be submitted gis soon 
as poss ible ,  since i n  some cases correspondence w i l l  be - 
necessary between %he Copyright Office and the applicant 
before regis trat ion can be completed. 



If inform@~tion i s  needed f r o m  the Copyright O f f i c e  
f i l e s  about what reg is t ra t ions  were made a t  an e a r l i e r  time, 
it may be obtainetl by having a search done by the Copyright 
Office s t a f f  a t  the r a t e  of $5 .OO an hour, as is explained 
i n  the attached Circular 22. Again, s teps  t o  have such 
searches made should be taken soon, i n  order f o r  the inquirer  
t o  obtain the information and a c t  on it. 

It should be noted tha t  t h i s  proclamation does not 
extend the t e r n  of copyright f o r  German works. It merely 
extends the time f o r  o r ig ina l  and renewal reg is t ra t ion  of 
those works authored by German c i t izens  which were subject  
t o  such ac t ion  during the period specified. The reason f o r  
the proclamation i s  t h a t  during t h i s  period there existed,  
with respect to such works, disruption of f a c i l i t i e s  essen- 
tial t o  compliance with the conditions and formal i t ies  
prescribed by the U. S. copyright law. 

Note should a l so  be taken t h a t  the proclamation spec i f ies  
that  there s h a l l  be no l i a o i l i t y  f o r  lawful uses made of any 
of the affected works p r io r  t o  the proclamation da te  o r  f o r  
the  continuation during the subsequent year of any undertakirig 
t ha t  involves expenditure o r  corrtractual obligation i n  
connection with the exploi ta t ion of any such works. 

Attachments: 
Proclamtion 
Circular 22 

r 

SPZCIAL KOTE: In connection with the second i paragraph of t h i s  announcesent please note t h a t  

I renewal reg is t ra t ions  may a l s o  be made f o r  works, 
such a s  music, t ha t  were regis tered i n  unpublished 

/ form i n  the U. S. Copyright Office between 
I September 3, 1911 and May 5, 1929. 
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ProcBumutisn 3792 
COPYRIGHT EXTENSION: GERMANY 

3y the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

I\'IIEIZIC:IIS the Prcs idc~~t  is antl~orizc:tl, in :~ccord~nce with the con- 
ditions pl*cscribcd in Scct:ioli I) of.'l'itlc 17 of the United Stat,es Code, 
xvhicl~ includes t.lle pror is io~~s  of the act of Congress a proved March 
4, 1909, 33 Stat. 1075, as alnentlc(1 by t.lie act of Septcm ! er 25, 1941, 55 
Stat,. iS2, t,o jiri~llt nn cst elision of tilrie for flllfillment of the conditions 
and forln;llit lcs prescribed by the-copyriglit laws of the Unitcd States 
of Alncrira, lVit,ll rqspcct to worlis first ~~roducecl or published outside 
i l ~ e  U11it.d Stat cs, of A i i l ~ r i ~ i ~  ai:(i subject to copyright or to renewal 
of copyripl~t untler't-11c Iit!vs of tl!e United States of America, by na- 
t.ionals of countxies wllich iiccora snl)stantially equal treatment to 
citizens of thd.Unitcc1 . . States of.Ahcric.it; and 

IITI LEREAS satisfactory' oi1icial nsxnl.:lnces 11:lve been received that, 
since -1pri115, 1892, cit,izells of the IJr~itcd Sti~tcs have been entitled to 
obtain c.011jri~l:ht in Ger~nill~y for. 111eir woi.lis 011 substantiall the 7 same basis ns Gels~nnn citizens \vitllol~t, tlle l~eetl of complyin- wit I m:y 
:formitlitics, provided such worlts secured protecrion in t%e United 
States; ancl 

IVI-IEr\TL\S, 1,11rsl1:1nt to ;\rt icle 2. of tlic T,:r\v So.  8, Industrial, 
Literary and A~.tistic, 1'1-opc.l.ty l t ip l~ts  of Forcig11 Xittions and Na- 
tion:tk, l>ron111lgnl ed by t 11e :Illiecl I I igl~ Convn ission for Germany on 
October 80, l94!I7liter.n~*y 01. iirtist,ic p ~ ~ o ~ i c r t  y r igl~ls  in Gonnany owned , 

by Unitctl States na!iol~:~ls at  t l ~ e  c o ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ r l l c e ~ l l c n t  of or during the 
.; 'state of \viun l)et\vcen ( ; o ~ - I I I : ~ ~ I ~  ;111d t,l~c liliited States of America which 

\\.ere tl'ansi'errecl, scizctl, rcql~isitionotl, 1.evolted or otllerwise impaired 
by xvnr me;lsnres, \\-l~ctl~er Iegisliltive, jndici:ll or adlninist.rative, were, 
upon reqncst. lnatlc 111.ior to Oriobcr 3, 19.50, restored to sllc11 United 
Sintcs natio~~:lls or their legit1 s~~cccssor..;; and 

J\'TTI<I:I<;\S, pnl.snnllt to Article 5 of the nfores:~icl la\\., any literary 
or  :lrtistic l)~.oy)crt,y right in Gerniar~y owlled by a Unit.ed States na- 
! ional at. the, con~ inc~ lce~ne~~t  of or during the state of war between 
C;crn~:llly ant1 tlle Tinitecl Si:~.tes of i\Lnleric!a wits, up011 request made 
1)rior LO October 3,1'3.50, cxtel~dcd in t.erln for a period corresponding to 
rl;c il~c:lusivc t.ilnc from the t1:it.c of t.he co~nmel~c.cn~ent of tlie state of 
JV:II., or s11c.h l i~ t r r  date on xvllich snch ~aiglit cbilrnc in existence, to 
Si?l)l t 2 l i : i  N:I. 30, 1949 ; and 

T,\7T11;1:i~:.lS7 1)y virtnc of n pro(-liln~:lt.ion 1)y i l ~ c  President of the 
I ~ T I ~ ~ ( \ ( I  .Stiltts of Alnerica tl:~t;cd Mity 25, 1982, 42 Stnt. 2271, German 
c+itizcr~s :ll.c i~lld 11:~ve 1)cten entit lctl to tile 1)cnefils of the act of Congress 
:i1)1)rov('(l AS:lrcl~ 4, 1909, 3.5 St :it. 1075, ;IS :~l~lel~tlcd, inclutling the bene- 
Jits of Section l ( e )  of tllc : ~ l ' o ~ . c . ~ ~ ~ c * i ~ t i o ~ ~ ( ~ ( l  'l'it.le 17 oE t,lie Unitcd 
St :it ca Code; ;111tl 

JVITTCI:~*;IIS, a leftor of I~cl,rnilry (i, 1!):)0, fro11~ the Cllancellor of 
iIlc Fetlc.r:iI I:cpill~lic 01 Germ~~ny  t,o tllc (:l~iliri~~iln of  tile Allied I-Iig11 
(loln~l~ission for Germ:uly esta1)lishcd t l ~ c  ~nnt  1i;ll u~ldcrstanding that 
i.c>i.ip:.o(':~l rol)yrigl~t rcli~t ions contin~rrd i l l  .cffcc:t; 1)ct ween the Federal 
i I ~ , t . i~ : : ! ) i ; c  of Cicr111:lny :~nd (llc TTriifctl St:ltcs of A~~~c.r ica:  



SO\IT, TIIEREFORE,  I, LYND3X 3. JOImSON, Prcsiclent of 
tllc 1T:litcC: St.ntcs of America, by virtue of tho authority vrstcd in me 
by Scc,tion I) of Titlc 17 of tllo Unitzed States Codc, do dcc la r~  and 
proclaim : 

(1) That, with respect to worlrs first proclliccd or published ?utsido 
-the United Stntcs of America: (a) wlicre the work was subject to 
copyrigllt undcr t . 1 ~  lnxr-s of thc Unitcd States of America on or after 
Scptcnlbcr 3,1939, and on or h i o r e  I t ay  5,195G, by an author or other 
o\\-llcr ~ 1 1 0  was t,llc:u a Gcrm:111 citizcn; or (b) ~vhere the work was 
subjcct t.o renewal of copykight under thc laws of the Uilitcd States 
of ;2il1cricn on or after Scptclnbcr 3, 1939, 2nd on or before blay 5, 
lD.iii, by wl nlithor or othcr jicrson s p ~ i f i e d  in Sections 24 and 25 
of the aforcsaiti Title 17 \vho was then s German citizen, there has 
cxjstcd during scvcrnl years of the aforcme~ltioncd pcriod such dis- 
~xp t ion  nnci snspcnsion of facilities csscntinl to con~pliancc with condi- 
t,ioiks and formalities prescribed with respect to such worlis by the 
copyrigllt law of tlic United St-nt,es of Amcrica as to bring such works 
~vitliin the terms of Section 3 (h )  of the aforos:~id Titlc 17; nnd 

(2) Tlint, in vicm of t,hc reciprocni trcatinent nccorcled to citizens 
of tllc United States by the Xc?ubIic of Germany, the time 
withi11 wliich pcrsons wl~o  nrc prcscntly C;c:rmnn citizens may comply 
vit-h slicll contlitions and l'orli:nlitic?s v-iih rcspect to such morlis is 
11crchy cxtcnclcd for one ycnr aftcr the dntc of this proclamation. 

I t  shnll bc u~lclcrsl-ooci that file tcrm of copyright in any casc is 
not and cniliiot LC altrl.oc! o r  :~;Tcctt?ti i )y i:iis proclnmation. I t  shall 
also !IC ~ l l ~ t i ~ l > ~ t o o t l  t l l : ~ ~ ,  2s proviCic(i iiy Sect,ion 3(b) of Title 17, 
T'niicil Stntcs Coclc, no 1i:ibili:y shnll t:ti;tc':~ untlcr that  title for law- 
ful uses mndc or :)cis done ;xior to ti;:: c!?cc!ivc clate of this proc- 
inlnntion in col~ncction wiih tilo above-tic.scrilcd works, or wit11 
rcspcct to tho colltinuancc for one yc.7.r snbscqncnt to such date of 
n:ly business unclcrt,nlting or cnterpl-iso ;:~wl:uIly undcrtnlrcn prior 
to sucl~ date involvirig cspcntliture or cor,tr:lctu:~l obligation in con- 
nection ~ r i t h  the csploitntion, produciion, rcprocluction, circulation 
or pcrforinnnce of any such wol-ks. 

IS ',T7TTKESS WIIEIiXO7, I Ilnve iwrcunt,o set my hnnd this 
tlvclftil clay of July in thc ycnr of oi:r Lord ninctcen hundrod and 
sixty-scrcn, nild of thc Indcpcnclcncc o i  'ihc cn i t ed  States of America 
t he  OilC hundrcd and ninety-sccond. 

h"  L&A,~~- 44 e 
-A 

[F.P.. Doc. G7-5177 ; Xled,  Juig 12,13G7 ; 1 : 2G p.m.] 
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HOW TO DETERMINE WHETHER A WORK IS COPYRIGHTED 

A. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. Notice of Copyright. A notice of copyright (Example: @ John Doe 1065 or Copy- 
right Jolin Doe 1065) on a published worlr indicates that copyright is claimcd in that par- 
ticular work. See Sections 3, 10, 10, and 20 of Title 17, United States Code (copyrights). 
Ono function of this notice is to warn potential users not to copy the work without proper 
autl~orization. I f  a published work does not bear the copyright notice required by law, i t  is 
probably not protected by copyright. For exceptions, see Sections 10 and 21 of Title 17, 
United States Code (copyrights). 

The absence of a copyright notice on n work which has never been publishd should not 
be construed to mean that tlie morlc is not protected by law. Protection may be available 
either on tho basis of cominon lam literary property rights or by reason of registration in the 
Copyright Office. 

2. Duration of Copyright. United States copyzight Ia.sts for 28 years and may be re- 
newed for an additional 28 years. I f  the copyrigl~t is not reiiemed during t.he 28th year, the 
particular work becomes "public domain" and is no longer subject to the protection of the 
United States copyright law. On the otller hand, if tha copyright is renewed, i t  does not 
expire until the end of the 5Gtll year. (For an exception to the 56-year limit, see the back of 
this circular.) 

3. New Versions. The law provides that copyright can be secured in arrangements, ad- 
aptations, translations, dramatizations, and other versions of previous svorlis. I f  the previous 
work is in tlle public domain, copyright in the new version covers only the additions or revi- 
sions, and gives no 11ew rights in the public domain material. I f  the previous work is still 
protected by copyright, i t  is necessary to obtain pelmission from the copyright owner before 
mnliing a new version or quoting substantially from it. 

4. Copyright Office Records. The Copyright Office maintains records of copyright regis- 
trations and recorded documents. It also publishes the CataZoy of Copyright L'ntries which 
lists all registrations. The Catalog is issued in several parts for different ltinds of works 
and each part covers a &month period. I-Io\vever, tllo Catalog does not include entries for 
assignnlents or other recorded documents. 

Tho Copyright Office maintains no listing of worlts by subject, and lteeps no separate 
records of "public domain" worlrs. Individual ~ ~ o r l i s ,  such as poems, stories, songs, or arti- 
cles, which appeared as contributions to a periodical, antliology, or other composite work are 
not listed separately by title unless they were sepn.rately registered. 

I f  you are near a library that maintains n file of the Ca.ta7og o j  Copyriyht Entries you 
may be able to avoid the cost of a search by consulting the printed Catabg yourself. 
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B. COPYRIGHT OFFICE SEARCHES 

1. In General. Tlie Copyright Oflice can make n search of its records a t  the rate of $5 
per hour, which is tlio fco fixed by law. I f  you furnish the information needed for a search, 
tlio Copyrjgllt Ofice will first cs1.in1nt.o the tots1 foo and aftor receiving tho estimated foe, 
will make a search and furnish the report. 

The fact that n search of Copyright Ofice records discloses no information about a partic- 
ular rrorlc docs not necessarily mcail tllat the work is unprotected. For example, registration 
for ui~publislled works is not rcquired. Some claimants for published works fail to file their 
applications as promptly as they should, and delay in registration gonerally has no effect on 
the validity of a copyright. Also, some foreign works are protected in this country under 
international conventions to which the United States may be a party, without the necessity of 
registration. 

2. Information Needed. Wlloll requesting ,z search, please furnish us as much of the 
followilig inio~.rnation as possible: title of tho work; name of the author or authors; name 
of tho copyright claimant; year data of publication, deposit, or registration; class of work 
(boolr, music, photograph, ctc.) ; registration nu~nbcr. 

3. Searches Concerning Transfers of Copyright Ownership. I f  you wish information 
on assiglmellts and othcr recorded documents relating to changes in the ownership of a copy- 
right, request this information specifically. It is not otherwise included in search reports. 

4. Limitations on Searches. 

a. N o  Gomparison for Similarity. Tho Copyright Office does not search or  compare 
'works to detcrlnine questions of similarity, 

6. No LegaZ Advice. Tho Copyright Offico cannot express an opinion on the legal 
effcct of the facts reported. 

c. Titles and Nanzes Not Copyrightable. I f  your concern is about using a particular 
title or name, a search of tho Copyright Offico records may be of little value. 
Copyrigl~t docs not give evclusivo rights to titles, and the records contain many dif- 
ferent works identified by the samo or similar titles. I n  somo circumstances, titles 
may be protcctcd under tho law of unf:~ir competition, but this is a matter of State 
law, not copyright. Tmdcmarks are registored in tho Patont Offica. 

FXTENSIO:? OF COPYRIGIiT TEiUbI I I J  CG3'i'EIIN CASES. Recent a c t s  of Congress 
i n  e f fec t  extend the length of a i l  secof~ld-tera copyrights tha t  were due t o  
expire between September 19, 1962 and Cecember 31, 1968. Under the acts ,  
these copyrigh~s w i l i  continue i n  force u n t i l  December 31, 1968. The 
extension i s  automatic and does riot require any action i n  the Copyright 
Office. 

For example, a work tha t  was first ciltered fo r  copyright on October 5, 
1907, and was ~enewed i n  1935, would normally have f a l l e n  in to  the public 
doaain on October 5, 1963; the ac t s  i n  question extend it t o  December 31, 
1968. Another example i s  a work that  was first  copyrighted on Apr i l10 ,  
1910, azc! renewed in  1938. which would normally have f a l l en  i n t o  the public 
domain on April 1',--1966; under t h i s  legis lat ion,  the renewal copyright 
i s  extended un t i l  December 31, 1968. 

NOTE: This extension does apply to  copyrights i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  2% 
year tern.  It has no ef fec t  on the time limits f o r  renewal regis t rat ion,  
and i t  does not revive any copyrights tha t  have already expired. The 
extension applies only t o  copyrights previously renewed i n  which the 
second term would otherwise expire. 




