
from the Copytight @ffice, Xibray of Eonjjreee, Uhehington, D.C. 20559 - 
INTERIILI REGULATION 

P A R T  202--REGISTRAfTION O F  CLAIMS T O  COPYRIGHT 

RENEWAL OF COPYRIGHT 

'The following e x c e r p t  i s  t aken  frorn Vo lume  4 3 ,  No. 3 of t h e  F e d e r a l  
R e g i s t e r  f o r  T h u r s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  5 ,  1978 (pp .  964-5) .  

P l e a s e  no te  t h e  i n t e r i m  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  e f fec t ive  J a n u a r y  1, 1978,  
h o w e v e r ,  c o m m e n t s  c a n  b e  r e c e i v e d  o n  o r  be fo re  M a r c h  31. 19 78. 

[ 1410-03 1 
[Docket RM 77-17] 

PART 202-REGISTRATION OF CUlMS 
TO COPYRIGHT 

Renewal of Copyright 
AGENCY: Library of Congress, Copy- 
right OfBce. 
ACTION: Interim regulation. 
SUMMARY: This notice Is issued to ad- 
vise the public that the Copyright Omce 



of the Lib- of Con- Is adopt- an perience with the new renewal form be- a Y  apply for renewal rmbtration by 
inkrim regumton to hplcment section fore 18s- &a -. Accord- means of a telephone call, k l e g r ~  or 
304ta) of the Act for General Revision of in&, the regulation Ls W e d  on an other method of t e k ~ ~ m u ~ ~ t i o n .  An 
the Copyright Law. This section p e r t a h  interim h& and commentat w111 be re- application made by this method d be 
to delnrs to reneaal copyr&ht in subsist- cefved until the date set forth above. accepted if: (i) The message is received 
ing cop~rlghb in their flrst term on Jan- r n d  reguletions wil l  be iasued after the in the Copflght Office with* the s~ec i -  
uary 1, 1978. The effect of .the interim close of the comment period. fied time limits; (ii) the applicant a d s  
regulations is to prescribe conditions for The interim regulation is essentially quately identifies the work Wvolved, the 
the registration of such claims to re- self-explanatory; however, the folbwing date of first publication or 0rlglnal re&- 
n& c o ~ ~ ~ i g h t .  These regulations are points should be noted: tration, the name and addtresa of the 
issued on an interim basis in order to (1) Section 305 of the new law provides renewal claimaDt, and the sbtutory basis 
allow peny'ha to apply for rtnd secure that "all terms of copyright provided by of the renewal claim; rtnd (iii) the fee 
renewal reglatration immediately on and sections 302 through 304 run to the end for renewal registration, if not already 
after the eftective date of the statute, of the calendar year in which they would on deposit, k recefved in the Copyright 
while permitting full p u b k  comment be- otherwise expire." TNs involves a change Office before the time for renewal rem-  
fore the issuance of flnal regulations. in the renewal time-llmits. Since all tration has e x p m ,  
DATES: The hterim regulations are ef- copyright terms ufl expire on December (b) Amlfcatfon for ~ e n m l  Regbtra- 
fective on January 1, 1978. Comments t&~,"~",~~ey=Ped"pt$$~~~~ tion. (1) Fur the purpose of tenewal reg- 
should be rec*d on or before March year prior to the e x p ~ ~  of the istration, the Register of coByrights has 
31, 1978. nal term of copyright," all periods for prescribed a form (Form REi) to be used 
ADDFtEWE6: Five copies of all written renewal resiskation will run from De- far all renewal applications submitted on 
comments should be provided, if by cember 1st of the 27th pear of the copy-* and aim   an- 1. 1978. Copies of 
m d ,  to: Otllce of the General Counsel, right, and wi l l  end on December 31st of mnn are avcLilable frM upon re- U.S. Copyright Oflice, Library of Con- the following pear. This change fs re- quest to the Pubuc Infomation Omce, gress, Crystel Mall Building No. 2, ROOm flected in the revised regulatdon. 
519, Arlington. Va., or, if by mail to: (21 Camments are invited generally on United states Ofbe. Library 
OfRce of the General Counsel. U.8. Copy- problems that have arisen under the pre- of Congrese, Washhgton, DIG. 20550. 
right 0-e. of Congress. Caller 1978 renewal provisiom~ that could be (a) (1) An application fur  copyright 
NO. a ~ 9 .  ~r~lngton,  ~ a .  aaa02. ~Onsfderec-3 in C0P-t Of&ce regul* registration may be submitted by any 

Copies of all written comments will be tions. Xn sddltlan, ~peciflc comments are renews or the dw authorized available for public inspection and copy- invited on two points: 
ing between the hours pi 8 a.m. and 4 (1) The necessity for oridna3 registra- agent Of any such 
p.m., Monday through Friday, in the tion ~s a bad6 for nmewdhgistration (iiZ An appucation for 
Public Information Oface of the Copy- in the caw of foreign work8 protected tration shall be submitted am Form RE. 
right Ofice, Room 101, Crystal Mall, under the Universal Copyright Conven- and shall be accompanied by a fee of $6. 
Building No. 2, 1021 Jefferson Davis tion; and The application shall contain the infor- 
~ i ~ h w a y .  A ~ W .  va. m correct renewal m~~ mation required by the form and its ac- 
FOR FURTHER RJFORMATION CON- Statement Of *- In cases where t'' companying instructions, and shall in- 
TACT: author has no surviving vldow, widower, 

or children md mt ls~ming execu- clude a certiflmtion. The certiAcation 
Jon Baumgarten. Genera Counsel, tors, but the exmutwta b v e  been dis- shall consist of: (A) A designation of 
Copyright Office, Lihary of Congress, chsrgd. Inteffm Regulcrlbr. Part 202 of whether the applicant is the renewal 
Washington, D.C. 20550, 703-557- 37 CFR, Chapter II. is amended bg re- ciahant,  or the duly authorized agent 
1731. vising 20217* On an * of such claimant (whose identity shall 

S U P P ~ A R Y  --TION: read as folIows: also be given) ; (B) the handwritten sig- 
Paragmph (a) of section 304 of the ilrst 0 202.17 Renewals. nature of such claimant 0~ agent, ac- 
se&hn me L. - 8tot. 2M1) (a1 Renewal Time-Limits. (1 Far companied by the typed or *ted m e  
pm - "any bhe wosb originally copp&lhted b e h ~ e e ~ I  of U t  p w w ;  (C) a dec-tion that 

w-k- JwWW1g January 1. 1950 and December 31, 1077, the s t e w b  made in the application 1078." e a d w  for a8 from claim to renewal ~0-t must be it was original& seemed, end that a m- arithin the last year of the w e  wrrect to the best of that person's 
ond teI'm of ~ 0 ~ ~ f i g h t .  47 Y M .  originsl wpmkht  term, which begins on howledge; and (Dl the date of certifl- 
can be secured bY certain designated ace* 31 of the a7th year of the cation 
claimante li an appliCBtiOn lor copyright. a d  runs through December tc) Rewewal Claimants. Renewal 

made to the Copmat Ome 31 of the 28th year Of the copyright. The elm my be registered in the one year prim to the e r p m i o n  of the origtnal c a p m t  term for a published originsl term of cop~right." With one work is h m  date first names of persons falling Within one of 
exception, this provision is essentially a p u b m ~ n ;  the term far a work origi- the clwea of renewal claimfmts speci- 
reenactment of the renewal proulston in nally w~ in unp-ed f- is fled in the copyright law. If the work 
eflect before theexception involves computed irom the date & registration was 8 new version of a pnevioua work, 
the le- of the secosd (rened) i, the Oopyright Office. Unless the re- renewal may be claimed only in the new 
term fmm 28 to 47 pears. It to puired application and fee are received matter. 
~ o r k s  miginally copyrighted &tween in the Copyright Office during the pre- 
January 1, 1950, and December 31, 1977. scribed period before the first of (17 u.8.c. 207, and lmde* the following set- 

tlons of tltle 17 of the U9. Code as amended We are fmplementing the provisio* Of copyright expires, copyright protection is by Pub. 8k663: 304, 805, 702, 708.) 
paragraph (a) of section 304, by the re- lost permanently and the work enters 
vlslon of 8 202.17 of the reg~lations of the public domain. m e  c o p ~ g h t  m c e  Dated: December 30. 1977. 
the copyright OfBce. In order to allow h a  no discretion to extend the renewal 
persons to apply for and secure renewal time limits. Baas- Rurora, 
registration immediately upon and after (2) Whenever a renearel applicant hes mmvd: 

Reoister of CoWrlghts. 
the effective date oi the new C O P Y ~ W  cause to m m e  h t  a fd rrpmcation 
Act, this regulation is effective on Janu- for rm t m  RE), sent to the Dmrrr, J. BOORSTnr, 
am I,  1978.   ow ever, we do wfsh to give c o ~ h t  m e  m u ,  might not be Lfbrarkn of C-. 
the pubUc full O P P O ~ ~ ~ Y  to ~Omment received in the Copsrlght Ofece before JFR Doc.Tbl64 Rled 1-3-78,8:45 -1 
on the regulations, and to give both the the expiration of the time ltmits provided 
public and our Omce the beneflt of ex- by 17 U.S.C. section 304(a), he or she 

*Error; l i n e  should read: "cember 31st of the  27th year of the  copy-" 

ML-190 
January 1978-15,000 2 

, 


