
e Copyrights i n  their  f i r s t  t e r m  on January  1, 1978. - ----- -- 
Copyrights in their  f i r s t  t e r m  on Janua ry  1, 1978, 
will s t i l l  have  to be  renewed during the  l a s t  (28th) 
y e a r  of the or iginal  copyright t e r m  to r ece ive  the  
max imum s ta tu tory  duration. I£ a valid r e -  
newal r eg i s t r a t i on  i s  made  a t  the  p rope r  t ime, 
the second t e r m  will l a s t  f o r  47 y e a r s  (19 y e a r s  
longer  than the  presen t  28-year  renewal  t e rm) .  



rn Copyrights in their second tern1 between December - --- 
31, 19% and December 31, 1977. ::: Copyrights that - 
have a l ready been renewed and a r e  in the i r  second 
t e r m  a t  any t ime between December 31, 1976, and 
December 31, 1977, inclusive, do not need to be  r e -  
newed again. They a r e  automatically extended to 
l a s t  for  a total t e r m  of 75 yea r s  f r o m  the date they 
w e r e  originally secured. 

NOTE: This extension applies not only to copyrights 
l e s s  than 56 y e a r s  old, but a lso to older copyrights 
that have previously been extended in duration under 
a s e r i e s  of Congressional enactments beginning in 
1962. As in the case  of al l  other copyrights sub- 
sisting in  their  second t e r m  between December 31, 
1976, and December 31, 1977, these copyrights will 
expire  a t  the end of the calendar year  i n  which the 
75th anniversary  of the original date of copyright occurs .  

Works Created on o r  After J a n u a r ) ~  1, 1978. For  works created --------- -- 
on o r  af ter  January 1, 1978, the new law provides a t e r m  last ing for the 
author 's  life, plus an additional 50 yea r s  af ter  the author ' s  death. For  
works made for h i re ,  and for  anonymous and pseudonynlous works, the 
new t e r m  will be 75 yea r s  f r o m  publication o r  100 y e a r s  f r o m  creation, 
whichever i s  shor ter .  

Works i n  Existence but not Copyrighted - on January -- 1, 1978. For  
unpublished works that a r e  already in existence on January 1, 1978, but 
that a r e  not protected by s tatutory copyright and have not yet gone into 
the public domain, the new Act will generally provide automatic federa l  
copyright protection for the s a m e  life-plus -50 o r  75 1100-year t e r m s  pro- 
vided for new works. 

---- 
::A special situtation a r i s e s  where a f i r s t - t e r m  copyright becomes 

eligible for renewal during the  calendar year  1977. If renewal regis  - 
t ra t ion i s  made before  January 1, 1978, the duration of the copyright 
i s  extended to  the full period of 75 yea r s  without the need for  a fur ther  
renewal. If renewal regis trat ion has  not been made by January 1, 
1978, renewal for  the second 47-year t e r m  can be  made under the new 
law a t  any t ime between January 1, 1978, and December 31, 1978. 



However, a l l  works in  this category a r e  guaranteed a t  l e a s t  2 5  
y e a r s  of s ta tu tory  protection; the law specif ies  that in no c a s e  tr-ill copy- 
right i n  a work of this s o r t  expire before  December 31, 2002, and i f  the 
work i s  nublished before  that date the t e r m  i s  extended bv another 2 5  

PLEASE NOTE TI-IE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

8 Copyrights in  their  f i r s t  t e r m  on January 1, 1978 
m u s t  s t i l l  be renewed; i f  not they expire a t  the 

9 Copyrights in their  second t e r m  on January 1, 
1978, a r e  automatically extended up to  a max-  
i m u m  of 75 y e a r s ,  without the need for  fur ther  
renewal. 

e Works a l ready  in  the public domain cannot be 
protected under the new law. The Act provides 
no procedure  for  res tor ing  protection for works 
i n  which copyright has  been lo s t  for  any reason. 

IB The new law provides that a l l  t e r m s  of copy- 
right will run  through the end of the calendar y e a r  
i n  which they would otherwise expire. This will 
not only affect  the duration of copyrights, but a l s o  
the t ime- l imi ts  for  renewal  regis t ra t ions.  

allowing an  author, o r  specified h e i r s  of the author,  to fi le a notice t e r m -  
inating any grant  of r ights  made by the author and covering any p a r t  of 
the per iod (usually19 y e a r s )  that h a s  now been added to the end of the r e -  
newal copyright. This r ight  to r e c l a i m  o~vner sh ip  of all  o r  p a r t  of the ex- 
tended t e r m  i s  optional; i t  can b e  exerc ised  only by cer ta in  specified 
persons  in accordance with prescr ibed  conditions and within s t r i c t  t i m e  
l imits .  

With r e spec t  to copyrights that a r e  nea r ly  56 yea r s  old, o r  that  a r e  
a l ready  older than 56 years ,  the option of serving an advance notice of 
terminat ion i s  a l ready  a possibility, and the Regis ter  oE Copyrights i s  p r e -  
paring regulations fo r  this purpose. 




