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CURRENT POLICIES ON BD INTERIM COPWIGRT 

The Copyright Office considers it advisable t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f0l- 
lowing current  p o l i c i e s  on r e g i s t r a t i o n  and renewal of copyright f o r  books and 
pe r iod ica l s  i n  t h e  English language first published outs ide  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  The purpose i s  t o  s t r e s s  the  p r a c t i c a l  necess i ty  of s t r i c t  compliance 
with t h e  requirements of Sect ions  16, 22 and 23 of T i t l e  17, U. S. Code, f o r  
complete copyright protec t ion.  

1. Rr 
When an American e d i t i o n  of a book or  pe r iod ica l  f irst  published outside of t h e  
United S t a t e s  I n  t h e  English language is  not published u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  expifa- 
t t o n  of t h e  five-year period of ad in ter im copyright,  it w i l l  not be accepted 
f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Copyright O f f  i c e  unless  t h e  American e d i t i o n  conta ins  
new copyright matter .  In  such case r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  be made f o r  t h e  new matter  
only. 

2. Reg i s t ra t ion  f o r  American e d i t i o n  when no ad in te r im r e d a t r a t i o n  was 
a. The Copyright Off ice  w i l l  not  knowingly r e g i s t e r  an American e d i t i o n  of 
an English-language book o r  p e r i o d i c a l  first published outside of t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  i n  t h e  absence of ad in te r im r e g i s t r a t i o n  a s  provided i n  t h e  law, unless  
t h e  American e d i t i o n  contains new copyright matter .  In  such case r e g i s t r a t i o n  
w i l l  be made f o r  t h e  new matter  only. 

3. Renewal r e g i s t r a t i o n  when ad in te r im requirements not met. Since ad 
in te r im copyright expires  a t  t h e  end of t h e  ad in te r im term unless  an  American 
e d i t i o n  has been published wi th in  t h a t  period, a renewal app l i ca t ion  w i l l  no t  
be accepted where t h e  only r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  a work was an ad in ter im r e g i s t r a -  
t i o n  made 29 years  before. 

These p r a c t i c e s  should be considered a s  amplifying c i r c u l a r s  69 and 15, 
a t tached hereto.  When Public Law 743 and the  Universal Copyright Convention 
come i n t o  fo rce  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  ( a t  a d a t e  a s  y e t  undetermined), t h e  use 
of ad in ter im r e g f s t r a t i o n  w i l l  necessa r i ly  be affected.  Circulars  15 and 69 
w i l l  then be modified accordingly i n  order t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  changed s i t u a t i o n .  

REGISTER OF COPWIGBTS 

Attachments: 
Cirs. 69, 15  

ML-1 
(Nov. 1954 - 750) 


