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Thank you very much madam chairman.  I salute you for your diligence 

and persistence in going after this issue.  It is one that goes all the way back to 

the beginning of the republic when voting was public.  A voter would approach 

the clerk and announce, with everybody watching, what his choice was.  The 

primary focus of campaign contributions had to do with the amount of whiskey 

distributed prior to the time when the voter would stagger up and say whether he 

was for George Washington or somebody else.  Washington lost one election 

because they decided he was not a generous enough gentleman in terms of the 

amount of whiskey he provided prior to the election.   

 

We have come a long way since then, but we still have a long way to go.  I 

remember a hearing chaired by Senator Lieberman in the Senate Governmental 

Affairs Committee in which we addressed the question of voter integrity.  Senator 

Bond brought forward a voter that probably would not be able to verify the ballot. 

The voter was Trixie Mixler and she voted quite regularly in Missouri elections. 

The problem was she was underage. She was a 13-year-old springer spaniel.  

This highlighted the problem that we have with ensuring that concerned voters 

are able to cast an intelligent ballot and then verify it.  The whole question of 

making sure that our elections are legitimate, the results are verifiable, and that 

vote fraud does not go on, is a complicated one and I salute you for your 

willingness to tackle it.   

 

I am looking forward to what our witnesses have to say, and will do my 

best in the questioning period to bring out various points I think we need to 

stress.    


