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Why Study Mars?

Science goals of the Mars Exploration Program
e Determine whether life ever arose on Mars
e Characterize the climate of Mars

* Prepare for human exploratio

Water I1s the common thread ..

http://marsrovers.jpl.nasa.gov/science/goals.htmi
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Thermal Emission Spectrometer Mars Global
Surveyor
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Mars Exploration Rovers




High Resolution Stereo Camera

MARSIS (radar sounder)

(12/25/03 - pres)

(European Space Agency)



Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter

The Moon, from 10 million km
(9/8/05)

Launch: 8/12/05
Orbit: 3/10/06
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Mars Science Laboratory




Beyond 2009
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Mars Opposition
November 7, 2005

Summer in Mars's
southern hemisphere

Opposition
November 7

Mars in 2005 -06

Fall in Mars’s
southern hemisphere
)

Sept. 4, 2003, 09:34 UT CM = 47°

(photo by an
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Sky and Telescope, September, 2005, 67-73.





