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What to look for and where …What to look for and where …
• What type of funding is it? 

- Mandatory (formula, block) grants
Discretionar grants- Discretionary grants

• Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
• Faith-Based and Community Initiative 

(FBCI) web sites(FBCI) web sites 
• grants.gov



Catalogue of Federal Domestic 
Assistance (CFDA)

• www cfda gov• www.cfda.gov
• Comprehensive - all federal agencies
• On-line data base updated continually

D ti• Domestic programs
• All assistance programs, not just grantsp g , j g
• Every program has a CFDA #



www.cfda.gov

User’sUser s 
GuideGrant 

ProposalProposal 
Tutorial



www.cfda.gov

B i YBegin Your 
Search Here



CFDA Browse and Search Page



Browse by Functional Area

IncomeIncome 
Security 
andand 
Social 
ServicesServices



Browse by Functional Area

Sub-Categories

YouthYouth 
Services



Functional Area Results = 17 programs



CFDA Browse and Search Page

Keyword



Keyword Search PageKeyword Search Page

youth

Click on 
search



Keyword results = 132 programsKeyword results  132 programs



Keyword SearchKeyword Search
• More comprehensive than functional areas
• If too many results, refine the keyword: 

youthy
youth AND mentoring
youth NOT mentoringyouth NOT mentoring
youth OR mentoring
at-risk youth
youth gangsy g g



Search by CFDA# & Find a GrantSearch by CFDA# & Find a Grant

Search bySearch by 
CFDA #

Caution!
Based onBased on 
functional 
area listarea list



What you will find in the CFDA
• Objectives and goals of the program

What you will find in the CFDA

• Type of assistance or funding
• Eligibility requirements• Eligibility requirements 
• Restrictions on use of funds
• Amount of funding - past, current
• Duration of grant fundingg g
• Application procedures

I f ti t t• Information contacts 



Browse by Agency



Browse by Agency

HHSHHS
335 programs!!



Browse by Sub-Agency



Browse by Sub-Agency



Browse by Agency and Sub-Agencyy g y g y

• Browsing by agency and sub-agency work g y g y g y
in a similar manner with one important 
exception:p
- When you click on “browse by agency,”  

the agencies are listed in alphabeticalthe agencies are listed in alphabetical 
order.
When you click on “browse by sub- When you click on browse by sub-
agency,” they are NOT so you will have 
to scroll down the listto scroll down the list.



Where to lookWhere to look …

• Faith Based and Community• Faith-Based and Community 
Initiative (FBCI) web sites

- White House - www.fbci.gov

- Federal Agency Centers – link 
from White House web sitefrom White House web site



White House - www.fbci.govg
• Federal Funds for Organizations That Help 

Those in NeedThose in Need
- Click on “Grant Opportunities” at top left; 

click on the catalogue title; use click hereclick on the catalogue title; use click here
download link below “Grants Catalogue” 

• Links to the 12 federal agency FBCI Centers• Links to the 12 federal agency FBCI Centers
- At lower right

Grant opport nities feat red programs- Grant opportunities, featured programs, 
grant writing advice, web casts, grant 
catalogues, email listservscatalogues, email listservs



Using the Grant AnnouncementUsing the Grant Announcement

Eli ibl li• Eligible applicants
• Good fit, not exact match ,
• Number, size & duration of grants

C h i i• Cost sharing requirements
• Other requirementsq



Using the Grant AnnouncementUsing the Grant Announcement

• Federal contact person – call and ask
- When is the next announcement?
- How many grants?
- Web casts conference calls?Web casts, conference calls?
- Is the prior announcement available? 
- Does your idea fit? 



Using the Grant AnnouncementUsing the Grant Announcement

• Really read it, then read it again … and y , g
again…

Not loose guidance the rule book- Not loose guidance - the rule book

- Allow time to become familiar with the 
language and requirements.

- There can be a lot of other informationThere can be a lot of other information 
referenced in the announcement. Get it!



Using the Grant AnnouncementUsing the Grant Announcement
• Compliance checklist

- Every “should,” “must,” “cannot”
- Page limits, font size, margin sizeg , , g
- Required format (sequence, headings)

Federal budget categories- Federal budget categories
• Quality checklist

- Every indication of a preference
- Key concepts (words, phrases, values)y p ( , p , )



Using the Grant AnnouncementUsing the Grant Announcement

• Examples of key conceptsp y p
- best practices

l i i- early intervention
- evidence-based approachpp
- leveraging resources
- positive youth development
- program outcomesprogram outcomes



Using the Grant AnnouncementUsing the Grant Announcement

• Applying for a federal grant is a• Applying for a federal grant is a 
competition. 

• Pay careful attention to the:
- Evaluation Criteria (ratingEvaluation Criteria (rating 

factors, review criteria)
Thi i h t i t• This is what reviewers use to score 
your application. High scores win!



Common Review CriteriaCommon Review Criteria

• Documented need

• Clear, reasonable objectives

• Sound methods

Q tifi d d hi bl lt• Quantified and achievable results 

• Reasonable and allowable budgetReasonable and allowable budget 



Documented Need
• Provide evidence not opinions. Include 

Documented Need

statistics and cite sources.
• Keep the focus as local as possible. UseKeep the focus as local as possible. Use 

national, state or other data for comparison.
Make o r case Connect the conditions• Make your case. Connect the conditions 
that exist and the changes you expect will 
result from what you doresult from what you do. 

• Make your description interesting to read!



Objectives and MethodsObjectives and Methods
• Objectives are your ends.

- To increase…To decrease…To reduce

M h d• Methods are your means.

- To provide…To establish…To createTo provide…To establish…To create

• Don’t confuse the two. 

• Make sure that your objectives and 
methods are related to the need.methods are related to the need. 



Sound MethodsSound Methods
• Heart of your proposal (work plan). 

E l i i i i i ffi i d il dExplain activities in sufficient detail and 
provide a clear timeframe.

• Are all of the activities allowed?
• Is it is reasonable to expect that these• Is it is reasonable to expect that these 

activities can achieve your objectives? 
d k hi ill k• How do you know this will work?



Quantified and Achievable ResultsQuantified and Achievable Results

• How much you will do during the award y g
period (number of participants, units of 
service, etc.) – called outputs) p

• The benefits of your project for  
people/community (what will changepeople/community (what will change 
and how) - called outcomes; and

• Your plan for measuring both• Your plan for measuring both.  



BudgetBudget

• Reasonable, allowable, allocable, ,
• OMB Circular A-122

U h f d l b d i• Use the federal budget categories. 
• Provide a narrative budget justification 

with cost details and why you need this 
for the proposed project. 

• Meet the cost sharing requirement.
• Check your math!• Check your math!


