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'-'It S time for a better way
to Leave No Child Behmd

Aﬂtra.vdarmmd?ﬁsmmml
“fibar time and again from teach-

" Many educators are concerned
that WCLB is producing a genera-

tion of stodents who know howto -

take tests but doo't have the neces-
sary skl to became successful .
adnolts and haver't experienced a

rich in the arts, social -

mdnﬁu:mbjmﬁne
sconsin elementary school -
mchnﬂhommmmepuut
- this way: “This mandate [NCLB] .
has rebiricted our teaching so.
tauch ... a large portion of our
taﬂiushﬂbmmm- ;

. fpaching sudentz ow totake
‘tests. Obviously, this will not help.

. Budents in most areas of life. In
4Ht meantime, much Jess real -
lsaming is going oz, and this will

students to discouragement .

:g:path}' notto mention a low-
fquality educaton®

* Testtaking has an important
Place in public education, but it

ﬂmnldn.'tbenpmthefdﬂralm
-pimmeént to dictate the terms of
 yesting in our public schools .

These are decizions best left to

states, districts, schools and teach- :

ers. The tests with
WCLE pose in the class-
room, and the results of those

" It’s troubling that NCLB test re-
" sults are the primary measure of - -
whether 2 school, district or state .
is eonsidered to be “in nead of im- : .
'Prmmfcr'mﬂh;tnmakenﬁ_-
equate yearly progress.’ And just- -

as troubling ere the federal sane.

tions for schools labeled as falling
' short. The sanictions ate coatly, .

and many districtshave been |

» foréed to spend precious Tile I

funding to cover costs of these

ganctions; reducing the amount of

« Title I money available for other
educationa] needs. - ;

Thes= sanctions are being

mmmmmmﬁm ;

{grhl government has not provided
ihe resources to help these schools

.' au:mdih.umepmmmu

of NCLB. In this fiscal year -
e, Congress js providing the

" gtates with 810 billion Jess than
* Yhe fully authorized funding level °
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. povernments have had to

Furgreemrhmleda .
group.of my colleagnes in vrging
thie chairman and ranking mers- .
ber of the Health, Education, La-
bor, and Perisions Committee tp
hold hesrings on NCLES imple.
mentation and how it affects .
schools and districts, This law is
fast its restthoriza- * -
tion date, so it is eritical to our -

- schools thit we hold these hear-

ings now. But, unfortunately, our

-request is yet to be granted,

The hearings must move for

" ward, and we should also consider

other NCLB reforms, sach as al-

‘lowing states to take into acconnt . -

student progress and finding other
ways—~in addition to testing—to

'mmtnchiemm'

coitent ganctions structure, which
punishes struggling schools, and

_explore the option of letting states

develop their own plans with the
consequetices and incentives they
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“presmise—that the way to hald
schools accountable and close the
achievement gap was to pile on .
more tests and nse those tasts to
evaluate schools. Wenesdtore-” - -
form NCLB to reduce the burden
on our schools and increase real
support for stodents and teachers’ -
in our classtooms. S
-+  Congress is responsible not just -
/7 for pessing laws but fixing them
: when they fall short. It's time to fix .
z No Child Left Behind and to get

& - ' | —

ing—in our public schaols.

- Russ Feingold is one of Wiséon-
- Sin's two U.S. senators, He can be

reached ot 506 Hart Building, .
Phone (202) 224-5323; e-mail rus-
sell feingold @feingold.senata gov...
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