U.S. must dévelop a Somalia strategy

I ast month, the For two years in a
administra- row, the Senate For-
tion missed its con- eign Relations Com-
gressional deadline to mittee has approved
produce a report on legislation containing
U.S. policy in Somalia. a provision- that I
This failure is disap- 3 authored calling for a
pointing, baffling — . 5 Somalia strategy, but
and dangerous. RUSS no such strategy has
1 applaud the FEINGOLD been shared with us. I
administration’s East  w—  ———— ‘Worked with congres-

African Counter-Terrorism Ini-
tlative, which recognizes 'that
there are real threats in Soma-
lia. We know that al-Qaida has
used Somalia as a safe haven
and training ground. We know
that some of the more troubling
actors on the international
scene are sometimes the only
‘ones involved in providing basic
services to people in parts of
Somalia — such that parents
there can send children to an
extremist school or to no school
at all. But the East African
Counter-Terrorism  Initiative
only focuses on the states
around Somalia, not on Somalia
itself Shouldw't the United
States get in the game, work
toward order and stability, and
compete for these hearts and
minds? Shouldn't we have a pol-
icy toward Somalia?

1 raised this issue at a hear-
ing I chaired in early 2002, and
confirmed my fear that we have
no real strategy. I have asked
about it since at hearings and in
meetings. There have been no
real answers.

sional appropriators to ensure
that they called for a report —
due July 23 — on our sirategy in
Somalia when they passed last
year’s foreign operations appro-
priations bill My concern is not
simply about the administration
missing the deadline. It is about
the fact that the United States
has been failing to address this
issue for years, even after the
horﬁfymgwak&upcallomepl.

'Im.sisallthemoredlsap—
pointing as the failure to pro-

duce a viable strategy for US..

policy in Somalia comes just as
the 9/11 Commission’s report
has underscored the impor-
tance of doing just that. The 9/11
Commission report documents

al-Qaida’s history in Somalia

and goes on to explicitly identify
Somalia as one of a handful of
places where experts belleve
terrorists are most likely to find
sanctuary and base their opera-
uons.‘ltemmmlssion'srecom
mendation is clear:

"l'heUS.govtmmtidenhfy,

and prioritize actual or poten-

Somalia is perhaps the world’s most apt example
of a failed state. Our strategy toward Somalia
cannot be limifed to batting down immediate
threats — it should also be about preventing
more threats from emerging by hélping to bring
lasting stability to this highly unstable place.

tial terrorist sanctuaries. For
each, it should have a realistic
strategy to keep possible terror-
ists insecure and on the run,

using all elements of national -

world’s most apt example of a
failed state. Our strategy toward
Somalia cannot be limited to

batting down immediate threats.

— it should also be about pre-

tion andglvingSumahparenls
and youth a reason to feel some

“hope for their future. We should

develop policies today with the
aim of ensuring that our chil-
dren will not face threats from
the Homn of Africa in the years
to come. We must, as the 9/11
Commission advised, prevent

the continued growth of terror-
ism.

I ‘am told that perhaps a
Somalia report will be produced
and delivered to Congress over
the next few months. I hope so.
We cannot continue to bury our
heads in the sand; we cannot
continue to operate without any
real foreign policy when it
comes to this strategically locat-
ed country that is home to mil-
lions. of Muslims coping with
insecurity and depnvannn
every day.

It is not easy to develop a
strategy for engaging Scomalis
and working to create a future
in which Somalia is not a source
of chaos or an attractive haven
for terrorists.

_It is not easy, but it is neces-
sary.

Feingold, D-Wis., is ranking
member of the Senate’s Africa
Subcommitiee.




