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Amend Patriot Act,
protectour privacy

By?aa.llusﬂl‘bmynu
(D-Wis.)

Much of our nation’s strength
comes from our constitutional
liberties and respect forthe rule
oflaw. Our cohstitutional free-
doms, our American values, are
what make our country worth
fighting for in the fight against
terrorism. There is no question
that the FBI needs ample re-
sources and 1egal anﬂmnty to
I-El
ButﬁanSAPnhthW)ttDo
far when it comes to giving the
government access to the most
personal details of law-abiding
Americans’lives.

The Patriot Act allows the FBI
broad, almost unfettered access
to personal information about
no connection to terrorism or
spying. Under current law, the
-FBI could serve asubpoenaona
library for all the borrowing
records of its patrons or on a
bookseller for the p
records of its customers simply
by asserting that they want the
mm:dsﬁnfat:nurmnmvesuga

But my concerns w:th. the
Patriot Act go beyond library and
bookseller records. Under sec-
tion 215 of the Patriot Act, the
FBI could seek any records main-
tainedbya hlsinm-u These busi-

ds coul
tive, personal information — for
example, medical records

main-

tained by adoctoror hospital or
credit records maintained by a
creditagency. All the FBI would
have to do is simply assert that
the records are “sought for” its
terrorism or foreign intelligence

investigation.

As Keith Michael Fiels, execu-
tive director of the American Li-
brary Association, said, “This law
is dangerous. ... I read murder
mysteries — does that make mea
murderer? I read spy stories —
does that mean I'm a spy?
There’s no clear link between a
person’s intellectual pursuits and
their actions.”

Some librarians are so con-
cerned about the potential for
abuse by the FBI that they have
taken matters into their own

“THERE'S NO CLEAR LINK
BETWEEN A PERSON'S
INTELLECTUAL PURSUITS
AND THEIR ACTIONS.”

Keith Michael Fiels
Americon Library Association

hands before the FBI knocks on
their door. They have begun
shredding on a daily basis sign-in
logs and other documents relat-
ing to the public’s use of library
computer terminals to access the
Internet.

I have introduced 8. 1507, the
Library, Bookseller and Personal

Records Privacy Act to amend
ﬂlcPah‘iotActthrutectﬂlepI};
vw':{ﬂd set reasonable limits on
the federal

to library, bookseller, medical
andnﬂlersensihve,pemnalm-
formation under the Foreign In-

telligence Surveillance Act and-

related foreign intelligence au-

Wy Jeatiadution would protect
the privacy of law-abiding citi-
zens by restoring a pre-Patriot
Act requirement that the FBI set

forth specific facts showing that :
the records sought pertainto a '

terrorist or spy. My bill

not prevent the FBI from do-

ing its job. It recognizes that

there are circumstances when

the FBI should have

access to library, bookseller, or
other] information.

personal .
The post- Sept. 11 world is a dif-

ferent world with d.iﬁerent;

cess to the information that it
needs to prevent terrorism. But
we do not need to change the val-
ues that constitute who we are as
anation in order to protectour-

‘We can protect both our nation
and our privacy and civil liber-
ties. Congress should act to pro-
tect our privacy, and mybillisa
reasonable approach to do just’
that - :
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