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.Free trade not working for Wisconsin, .

The WISconsin State Joumal editC)ri.a1of which contains only weak language'about
. Feb. 22, "Newest free trade pact merits labor protections !IIldstrOngly favors

state's suppOIt,~.was right that I pppose multinational agribusiness over'WlSCOnsin's
the CentRl AmericaJi Pree Trade AgreeD1ent. family'and smaller coIporate farms. .
but to sU~t tha.t "free trade is woIking.for' As the editorial pointed our..CAFtA Is
WISCOnSin co'4dn't be further from the truth. SUJlP95edto Contain stronger raper- protections

One doesn't have to IOQkfar to l:no~ ,that than: Its precuI$01', NAFTA..tq prevent firms
W"JSConsinWOJ:kers'bavebeen engaging jn a '"race to the bottom.. In fact,
-hit hard ip the 'last fewye<tlS while me language jn CAFTApays Up serviee
,by UnfaJr so-ca1led' '"free . :10abiding by intemation.a11at)or stan~r
trade"deals.In ~e.firsl10 . thefineprinunakesclearthatno COUDuyan
years since the North be bound to the labor standards of any otlier
MlericanFreeTra~~ counuj. . . .' --' -- ,
Agrtement was's1gQed.the That means there's Jiore8lmcenGvefor
United'~~'lO$t mo~ethan countiiei;that, for instanCe.allowchild labor
'879,000Jo~.l!1 faa. ~ .onestrict union Kti'Vitytostop those .'.

..~ ~CODSJDhas'loSt.. practices.~.to human.rights an~ labor. . 92,090maQ~actbring org;on~dODS,bOth.ofth~ pnictices Occurjn .
Ftiagold. 'jobs,~ofthem due,to . Central.Amedcucountries.That'lQakesIt .

NAFl'A ~d other flawed~de ~ents. tOugherfor fiims"intI;1eUnited States,wh'ich .'..
"Wod:ing.fory&coDS,U\ ?~ot 'l1:Ute.. iIe-tiound by"suchlaws, to compete.. .
As I ~ he~ tbro~ut our state, these . The eilitoJialalsosaid that CAPTAwill

are~cial J~bsmWJScoDS1D,,1;»ecaus~~ benefitWJSi;oDSin'sfanil
.

' era by loweringtradeprovIde faJi1i1y-sopportlngwagesand hearth . . tha ,--' ' ." .
benefits to wOlters without 4-year cOJ1ege' ~ets so ~wuu~" c.anexpOrtmore. ,
d~ - the majolity ofWJSCODSin's. products to other eountIi~. p'D.£ortunate~;the .,
workers. These jobs are increaSinglybeing. farmeJs)Vbobenefit men t the familyfannm
replaced by 1oWer-payjngjobSwithoUt, and ~ COJPOl8tefarmers we ~ve htre In .
benefits, maiD1yiri the senoicesector;The last ,W"~~ CAFrAstr?ngly~vors. . .
IhinJW~ workers need is funher'. m~tiDational agril?usme:osby--pro~ to"
decline in theJlW1ufaCtUrlng'sector. .' drive clowp.~~co~ty ~ ~ and

MyoppositioA'bi.unfaJrtn.dedealslike livestock,~ aJlowmgfO~th~ dumpmg"of . .
.. CAFrAis .simple;They don't create a ICvel , pro~d5 ~ DWkets.. . '. '

pl~g field {orWISCODSln's.businesses,' . WIscoD,SJp.JSparticu1a4YvulneJable.tQall
worlceisand fariuers.And widiout a level the negative¥DPacts'of.~~ the state's. .
.pla~ !i~d, WlSCODSin'WlJI1o~jobs and . ecorionlydepends on manUfa~;wbich

. , III;oie1ainiIy~, just as we did.with.N.AFIA. wo~d ~ lobsaridbusb;1ess,to 1°'!8l-~
, CAFrA has.the Same sales pitch that NAFrA . bigher~v01ume goods from (Amtral AmeJ:Ir.a.~
did:"I~will create Jobs"inthe United States." , countdes'tbat Iackour labor and "

. But we noW'biow:that ~ ofNAFrA. . envkomnen~ protetdops." " .
.th~ds ofiobs'rel~ated fromWJSCO~to . TIad&;a~enls canbenefitYV~nsIn~
Menea. AccotdJngto the Eco.nomicp'oUcy .diey.giveour businesses,work~ imdfanners
Insti~te, NAFrAcost WISconsIna net losSof a f8Jrshake.ByIUlJ.measuie,Q\1l1'A~another "

,. about "23.000jobs. CAFTA~s'mO(C job bad deal for WISConsin;TDS1Ippott itwiluld be
losses, and .anothe(~ad'deal for WISCOD;6~"" td endorse.the false~es~an4 failedtrade

. These agreements contribute to Amencan policiesthar: have not WQrbd for WiSCOnsin.
job loss bearu.se they pUt:our business~,:,.. .' '. .
worlcemand farmers at a GOJnPeIitive ',' , FeingalCl.Midd{eton,representsWIsCon5inin the' ,

~dvantage. This is cenaiDlY~~ of ~A. U.S.Senate. '.' . ,
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