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January 31, 2008 
 
The Honorable Max Baucus 
Chairman 
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Finance 
United States Senate 
 
The Honorable Charles B. Rangel 
Chairman 
The Honorable Jim McCrery 
Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Ways and Means 
House of Representatives 
 
Subject: Social Security Adm nis ration: Suspension of New C aims to the Federal 

Reviewing Official Rev ew Level 
i t l

i
 
Pursuant to section 801(a)(2)(A) of title 5, United States Code, this is our report on a 
major rule promulgated by the Social Security Administration (SSA), entitled 
“Suspension of New Claims to the Federal Reviewing Official Review Level” (RIN: 
0960-AG53).  We received the rule on January 23, 2008.  It was published in the 
Federal Register as a final rule on January 15, 2008.  73 Fed. Reg. 2411. 
 
The final rule suspends the transfer of new disability claims to the Office of the 
Federal Reviewing Official (OFedRO).  Claims transferred to OFedRO before the 
effective date of the final rule will be processed by OFedRO and a related 
component, the Office of Medical and Vocational Expertise (OMVE).  SSA will 
evaluate OFedRO and OMVE through processing the claims already received.  States 
where the OFedRO and OMVE are currently functioning will return to the 
reconsideration process they were following prior to the August 2006 rule that 
created OFedRO.   
 
The final rule has an announced effective date of March 15, 2008.  The Congressional 
Review Act requires a 60-day delay in the effective date of a major rule from the date 
of publication in the Federal Register or receipt of the rule by Congress, whichever is 
later.  5 U.S.C. § 801(a)(3)(A).  The rule was published in the Federal Register on 
January 15, 2008, but was not received by this office until January 23, 2008.  
Therefore, the final rule does not have the required 60-day delay in its effective date.   
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Enclosed is our assessment of the SSA’s compliance with the procedural steps 
required by section 801(a)(1)(B)(i) through (iv) of title 5 with respect to the rule.  
Our review indicates that, with the exception of the delay in the rule’s effective date, 
SSA complied with the applicable requirements. 
 
If you have any questions about this report, please contact Michael R. Volpe, 
Assistant General Counsel, at (202) 512-8236.   
 
 
 
 signed 
 
Robert J. Cramer 
Associate General Counsel 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: Paul Kryglik 

Social Security Regulations Officer 
Social Security Administration 
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ENCLOSURE 
 

REPORT UNDER 5 U.S.C. § 801(a)(2)(A) ON A MAJOR RULE 
ISSUED BY THE 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
ENTITLED 

"SUSPENSION OF NEW CLAIMS TO THE  
FEDERAL REVIEWING OFFICIAL REVIEW LEVEL" 

(RIN: 0960-AG53) 
 
 

(i) Cost-benefit analysis 
 
The Social Security Administration (SSA) performed a cost-benefit analysis of the 
final rule.  SSA estimates that the rule will result in program savings of 
approximately $1 billion in Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance (OASDI) 
benefit payments and cost $100 million in Federal Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) payments over the next 10 years.   
 
(ii) Agency actions relevant to the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. §§ 603-605, 
607, and 609 
 
SSA certifies that the final rule will not have a significant economic impact on a 
substantial number of small entities. 
 
(iii) Agency actions relevant to sections 202-205 of the Unfunded Mandates Reform 
Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. §§ 1532-1535 
 
SSA determined in its notice of proposed rulemaking (72 Fed. Reg. 45,701) that this 
rule does not impose a federal mandate on state, local, or tribal governments.   
 
(iv) Other relevant information or requirements under acts and executive orders 
 
Administrative Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
 
SSA published a notice of proposed rulemaking on August 15, 2007.  72 Fed. Reg. 
45,701.  SSA received 10 comments in response to the rule.  SSA responds to those 
comments in the final rule. 73 Fed. Reg. 2411.   
 
Paperwork Reduction Act, 44 U.S.C. §§ 3501-3520 
 
The final rule imposes no new reporting or recordkeeping requirements requiring 
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) clearance.   
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Statutory authorization for the rule 
 
The final rule is authorized by multiple sections of the Social Security Act. 
 
Executive Order No. 12,866 
 
The final rule is economically significant under the Order and was reviewed by OMB. 
 
Executive Order No. 13,132 (Federalism) 
 
SSA stated in its notice of proposed rulemaking that this rule will not have 
substantial federalism implications.   
 
 

Page 2 GAO-08-455R  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




