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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
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Coordinator of Informatione D
Ky dear Colonel Lonovan:
1 have your leiter of Lecesber 2, 1941, as follows:

*Jour opinion ig respestiully requested with regard to the
followiry question:

"Nay the Coordinuter of Information suthorixe in employee of
e office to incur expenses for entertainment of representatives
of foreizn govermments or others with whom contacts must be made
vhile ia travel status whien such entertaimsent is cornsidered by
the Coordinator to te vitally necessary for the execution of the
duties and responsibilities aselymed to the Coordinator by the
fresident?

"The Executive urder of the President dated July 11, 1341,
Section 5, states that: 'within the linivs of sush funds as may
be allocated to the Coordinator of Inforzation by the fresident,
the Coordinator may employ negeasary personnel and make provision
for the necessary supplies, facilities, and cervices.'

"Allocations to this Uffice are sade by the Presicent in ac-

[ cordance with the provisions of the item ‘Emergency ¥und for the

y. President! contnined in the Hilitary Appropriation aet, 1941, ep~

k  proved June 13, 1940, (Public Hoe 613, 76th Congress). Jhis sct

E 18 quoted in part, 'Fo enable the President, through the spproprizie
¢ Agensies of the Covernment, without referenee %o dJeetion 3709, Ke~

P vised Statutes, Lo provide for wsergenciss affeqting the national

E  security and defense and for esch and £Very purpoge connceted there-
£ with, including all of the objects and purposes specified under any

E sppropriation availatle or to be wade aveilatle to the iar lepartment
:'. for the fiseal Jears 19‘0 and 1%1} e o o of

"dlthough the Aot hereinbefore cited does not specifically pro~

~ vide for or limit the amount of funds that may be considered avail~
able for entertainment expenses, the brosd purpose of the ici would

i appesr to allow expenditures for the entertainvent of representatives

k  of forelgn governments and others ia the furiberance of offieisl

+ duties.

4 "It will be greutly appreciates if your opinion can e ;iven
f this office at an sarly date inaswuch as activities of this office
are teing hield in suspenusion perxiing recelpt of same.
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The Executive Order of July 11, 1941, 6 F. Re page 3422, pro-
vides, in part, as follows:
*By virtue of the authority vestsd in me as President of the

United States and as Commander In Chiel of the Army and Navy of
the United States, it 1s ordered as follows:

"1, There is nereby established the poaition of Coordinzter
of Information, with autharity to collect and analyze all informa-
tion and data, which may bear upon national seourity; to correlate
such information and dats, and to make such information and data
available to the Preaident and to such departments and officials
of vhe yovernment as the President may deternims; and to carry out,
when requested by the President, such supplementary activities as
nay facilitate the securing of information important for nationsl
security not now awvaillable to the CGovernment.

% +#* *

"5, %ithin {he limits of such funds ae way be allocated to
the Coordinator of Information Ly the Presldent, the Coordinator
fay employ nesessary perscnnel and make provision for the nesessary
supplies, fasilities, and servioss.®

It 1s a general rule thit espenditures for entertaining in-
dividuals may bve made only when authorized by statute and authorised

or spproved by proper administrative ofificers. 5 Comp, Uen. 455
id. 2008, | B

“ith respect to vhe present matter, it appears thet Iunds have
beon allocated to your office by the President both under the
¥mgrgency Fund for the President referred to in the submission and
undor & similer fund appropristed by the act of April 5, 1541,
Publie Lat 28, as amended by the First Supplemental iational Te~
fense Appropriation Aet, 1942, Public Lax 247, approved August 25,

191, #hile neithsr of ¢hese iwo funds contains speeific provisions
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for entertainment expenses both funda are apprepriated in broad
terms "To enable the President, through appropriate agencies of the

Govermsent, to provide for emergencies affecting the national se-

curity and defense and for each and evYery purpose connected there-

Mth."  (het of April 5, 1941, Public Law 24.) ,
Under the Exeoutive order, supra, the Coordinator of Informat ion s
is authorized to eolleect and analyse and correlate "all information
4nd data which may bear upon national security®, with farther au-
thority "to carry out, when requested by e President, such sup- | {
plementary activities as nay facilitate the securing of information ‘
important for mational security not now avallable to the Government,” g
It 18 noted, also, that in allocation letters of October 14 and 31,
1941, funds are allooated to the Coordinator of Information "to e

expended * ¥ & for general sdministrative expenses at the seat of 4
the Covernment and elsewhere detornined to be necessary bty the Co- '3

ordinstor incident to colleeting and énalyzing information and data
bearing upen the national security,.n
In view

R A e s o

of the above, it appears reasonable to conolude that

the funds here involved are avallable for expensss for entertairment

f 1f the use for that purpose is determined to be necessary in carry-

ing out the purpose for whiech Lhe funds were Sppropriated, that is, to

"provide for emergencies affecting the national sedurity and defense."
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Acoardingly, in specific answer to the gquestion subnitted, I have io
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. advise that 1f 1t be adainistratively determined by you that expenses
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for entertaiment are essential to enable you to sollect information
which may bear upon natiensl socurity, the funds referred to in

p Tour letter, supre, for diseharging such duties may be considered
evailable for such purpose. |

kespectfully,

Comptroller General
of the United States.
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