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ABOUT THE UPDATE

EPA's Qil Spill ProgramUpdateis producedquarterly, using information provided by EPA Regbonal staff, and in accadancewith
Regions information needs. The god of the Updae is to provide straight-forward information to keep EPA Regiond staff, other
federal agendes and departments indudries and busnesses, and the regulated community current with thelatest developments. The
Updaeis distributed in hard copy and is available on the Oil Program homepage at www epa.govoilspill.

Region 5 Ol
Section
Activ ities

US EPA Regon 5 haseen
EPA'slead region foroil spill
activities for the past four years.
In itsleadershiprole theregion
co-chairedmonthlyprogam
conference calls, facilitated
developmenbf theagendafor
and led thendiond oil spill
progammeetngs, and acedas
anadvocag for all tenregonal
oil spill progams. hisyear
leaderslp hasshiftedto Region
1 butRegon 5 emains
dedcaedto thetaskof
prevening, prepamgfor, and
respondingo spills.

Regon5 encompassethe states
of lllinois, Indiana, Michign,
Minnesota, @io and Wisconsin.
Its home officeislocatdin
Chicag, Illinois, andit has
saéllite officesin Grossdle,
Michigan; Cleveland, Ohio;

Cincinnati, Ohiojand Marion,
[llinois. Theregon is bounded
by the GreatLakes,andThe
Mississippi &d Chio Rivers,
andis coveredby theprairieand
farmland, and dottel with
industry TheRegon 5 oficeis
thelargest ofthe EPA regiond
officeswith approxmately 1500
employees.TheRegon5 Ol
Section resides within the
Superfund Division. Theil
Sectionhas10employeesthat
perform avariety of duties such
asplanning SPCCinspections,
training conductingexercises,
andrespondingo emepgencies.
Thefollowing is an example of
thework tha istaking place in
Region 5.

Oil Removals

Regon5 conductsseverabil
removalsthroughouttheyear
Most of theseremovals areat
old and abandoned of&cilities
thatareleakingproductinto
nearbywaterways. The

following is an exampleof a
typical removalsite.

TheDillman Gl Recovery Site
wasan éandoneail recovery
facility located intheVillage of
Stoy, Illinois. Thesite was
initially used for oil storage,
havingbeenconstructedround
1911. Differentgeneration®f
activities subsejuently occurred
atthesite prior to its
abandonmentneof whichwas
thedistillation of usdle oil from
heavytank bottomsbtained
from oil producersn thearea A
responsiblgartywasnot
identified.

Thesite was approxmately
1,500feetfrom BennettCreek,
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which ultimaely dischargesinto
the Embaras River
approxmately seven miles
downstream. Aproxmately
410,000 gllons of oily sludge
wascontainedon thesitein 27
tanksthatwerein ageneralstate
of disrepair In addition, amix
of oil and oily sludge was
presenin a least8 pitsholding
anestimated200cubicfeetof
material.

Removalactionsbegn with the
sanpling of tankand pit
contentsand removalof brush
and teesthatobscured ad
restictedaccesgo dte
structures.Tankswereenptied
of all pumpabldiquid, leaving
only thetank bottonmsludge.
Theoil sludge from thetanks
and the pits was mixed with fly
ash, stockpiledrad then sento
alocallandfill asanon-special
waste All 27 ankswere then
cutup and sold for scrap;the
moneywasusedto offsetthe
cost ofthisremovd.

Approximately31,000 ton®f
stabilized oil dudge and oil-
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contaminated soil wee
transporte off-site for disposa
Thesitewas graded for dranage
and ®eded with anixtureof rye
and fescuarasses. ThBillman
Oil Recoverycleanuptook
approxmately5 monthsand
costabout$1.6 million.

U.S.EPA Sub-Area Plan
Status

Regon 5 s also responsibldor
area planningactivities tha
outlineemeigencyresponse
proceduresand identify
sensitiveresource areas and
responséoolsand personnel
specfic to agivenarea.Region
5 combinests areacontingency
plan with itsregiond
contingency plan (which is
requiredunderthe National
Contingency Plan). Because
Region 5 is highly concentated
with people, industryand
resourcesit hasdividedthe
regoninto sub-areadn Regon
5 thereare20 sub-areasvith
planningcommittees tha are
charedby an on-scene
coordinatofOSC). Qirrently,
most ofthe major metropolitan
areasn Region5 ae being
servedby sub-areassareall of
its waterboundaries.

Ove hdf of theOSC’sin
Region 5 paticipatein aea
planning TheseOSCsare
assignedor volunteerfor an aea
and dhar themeetings and assist
in writing plans. The plansfor
Minneapolis/St.Paul,
Minnesotg TheQuad Cities
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(Region 7 lead); Deroit,
Michigan; and the Uppe
Mississippi Rive have been
completed. hieplansfor Sault
Ste. Marie, Mchigan and
Toledo,Ohio areoutin draft
and availablefor commentThe
plansfor Chicag, lllinois;
Cincinnati, OhioCleveland,
Ohio; Duluth/Superior
MinnesotaHuntingon, West
Virginia (Region 3 lead),and
Milwaukee Wisconsn are
underdevelopment. Regn 5
hasrecenty addedsub-areasn
Indianapolis)ndiana;Peoria,
lllinois; Columbus, @io and the
Red River (with Region 8).

OneCounty In Planning

In orde to limit theburden on
local and gate governments, to
address the complexity of
multiple jurisdictions,and to
most dficiently usegovernment
resourcestheU.S. CoastGuard
District 9 and theU.S. BPA
Region 5 have devepedthe
OneCountyln Fanningstratey
for the Great.akes.

This stratey usesoneplanto
addressean entire countythat
bordersa GreatLake rathetthan
justapieceof acounty
Countiesare grouped br
planning purposesaccording to
the USCG Captan of the Port
Zoneswhich are cergredat
mgor ports/meropolitan aress.
Whereonecountydoesnot fully
includethe metropolitan area of
amunidpdity, thereis
flexibility to includeothe
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countiesas appropriateatthe

discretionof the areacommittee.

This providesa planninggroup
tha addresses thefull area of the
localjurisdictionand allowsthe
EPA and USCG to leverag
their resources$o cone up with
abetterplanfor everyne.

Currently theOneCountyIn
Planningprocessncludesthe
mgor metropolitan areas of
Chicag, Detroit,
Duluth/Superpr, Gary, Green
Bay, Cleveland,Milwaukee,
Toledo, alongvith manyother
smallerindustrialcentersThis
planningprocessncludes
approxmately80 counties.

Inland WaterwaysSpill
Responstlases

Region 5 is meeting the mandae
to identify economicallyand
environmentallymportantareas
by collectingdataand makingit
available on pgper mgps,and by
storingit electronicallyin a

geographical information system
and meking it available on

digital compactdiscsand the
Internet.Thesespill response
atlaseswill map & of the
essantial layersidentified by
EPA headquarterstheregon’s
approachsto colectand
improve hedatfor one area,
completeit andthenmoveonto
otherareas. hefirst priority is
thesub-areaslesignatedfor area
planning Thespill response
atlases will eventudly cover the
entireregon & the1:24,000
scak.

Mapsfor the Minneapolis/St.
Paul sub-areaandthe Western
LakeErie sub-areaare
completedand canbefoundon
theRegion 5 Gl Section web
site (seebelow). Four othersub-
areasare fnishedbutawat the
approvd from State Heritage
datamanag@rs. Severalother
mapsarein drét and will be
available shortly. All of the
atlases will be made available
ontheQil Section web siteand
areavailableon CD upon
request.

April 1999

Web Ste

TheRegion 5 Qil Section
recenty conpleted itswebsite
(wwwepa.gov/region5/af).
The Region 5 aea gdan and
complded sub area plans, spill
responsetlasesand other
pertinent informaion pertaining
to inspectionsand drillsare
available on this site. You can
contactRegon 5 throuch the
web gte. They welcome
commaentsregarding the site and
questionsaboutoil progam
activitiesin Region 5.

UnannouncedExercises

Regon 5 will conductl2
unannounce@®il Pollution Act
exerciseghroughoutcalender
year1999,two in eachstate n
Region 5. All thefacilitiesin a
countywhereexerciseswill be
conductedhre notified that
Regon 5 personnedill be
visiting thearea duringa certain
week. Athoudh notall facilities
will be visited, the notification
alows them al to prepare for
the possibilityof participating in
theexercise. Exerciseslast
approxmatelyfour hours. ER
typically requestghatthe
facility deploy its emergency
responsequipmentduringan
exercise.EPA providesan
exercisecritique to thefacility .

Region5 ishappyto extend its
knowledge and expertiseto our
industrypartnerslf you ae
locakedin theregon and need
anyassstancefrom the EPA
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regarding oil progams, plese
feelfreeto contactRegon5
throudh itsweb gte.

EPA Region 1
Assumes Oil
Spill Program
Leadership

Region 1 becane theleadregon
for the Oil Spill Progamin
October1998, coincidingvith
its role as thelead region for
Superfundltsrole aslead
region will lasttwo years.
Responsibilitieof thelead
regonfor the Oil Spill Progam
includeco-chairingthe monthly
progamconference cél
helpingdevelop theagendafor
and lead thenationd Oil Spill
Progam meetings, and acting as
anadvocag for all tenregonal
oil spill progamson issuesuch
asresources.

Region 1 hasbeenacivein
promotingawarenessf oil spill
issues. heRegonalResponse
Team(RRT) hasdeveloped
severainformationalbrochures
coveringthefollowing topics:

¢ In-SituBurningin Gil Spill
Response;

 Dispasantsin Oil Spill
Response;

* Mechantcal Containmentand
Recovery of Spilled Qll;

* Qil Spill Responsélanning
and $ill Respons®oles;

* Qil Spill Prevention Planning
andResponsé/easures;

* Thelnddent Command
Systemin Gl Spill Response;

* Oil Spill Shordine
Assessmenrdnd Shoreline
Cleanup;and

» MarineQil Spill Prevention.

Thebrochuregrovidebrief
description®of theissues
involvedfor eachof thesetopics
andoffer contactnumbers,
referencesndsourcesof
additionalinformation br those
interesedin learnng more
aboutoil spill planning
preventionandresponse
activitiesin Regon 1. These
brochuresareavailableon the
Region1 RRT web gte. The
addresss wwwuscg. mil/
d1/staf/m/rrt/rrtl.html.

For moreinforméion on Region
1 activities, cal(617)918-1260,
or write 1 CongessStreet, fite
1100 (HBR), Boston, MA
02114-2023. Ier oil spill
emergencies, Region 1 gaff can
bereached4 hoursa dayat
(617)223-7265.

Oil Spill
Prevention and
the Millennium
Bug

As theyear
2000
approacheghe
computer
progamming
glitch known
asthe

o
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Mille nniumBugor the Y2K
problemis getting increasing
attention. The propensity to
abbreviategivesusphrasedike
Y 2K, ashorthand rethod of
expressingheyear2000;thisis
afitting name for a problem tha
resultsfrom expressingafour-
digit yearin two-digt form,
suchas‘99 for 1999.This two-
digit yearrepreserdtion is at the
heartof the Y2K problem
When asembled, many
conmputerized systens were
progammed 6 read onlyatwo-
digit yearrepresentatiomot
accountingor thefactthatwhen
acenturyrolls overto thenex,
thefirst twodigits of thefour-
digit yearchang aswell.
Precisely at midnight on January
1,2000,manycomputeried
systemswill readtheyear2000
as1900.However otherdates
may also be affected bytwo-
digit yearrepreserdtion. (See
tableon pag6.)

WhyistheY2K problema
problem?n short, anysystem
thatis electonically operaed
may ceaseo funcion properly
or atall. Systenms mayreadthe
year2000as1900,settingback
operationschedulevy 100
years or systems may not
recoqize the “00” year
represerdtion a al andbecone
“confused”,thusleadngto
malfunctions, mcluding
completesystemshutdowns.

Y2K may affecttheenvironment
in anumberof ways.
Monitoring facilitie s may stop
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TheEnvironmen#l Defeng Fundrecenly issuedanasessmentof safety
hazardghatmight resultfrom Y 2K failures—andsome opportunitiesor
organizationsconfrontingthe potentialproblens. Y2K failurescould affect
emissionssampling and related laboratory andyses, pollution treatment
systems leakdetecion systems, safety darms, safety relief devices securty
systens (which could lock out critical personnel)and power andwatersuige

detection systems.

POTENTIAL PROBLEM

POTENTIAL OPPORTUNITY

Accidenal releaseof oil or hazardos
materials,cawsedby a power
interrugion and/or by multiple plant
systams tha are not Y 2K-compliant.

Identifying andimplementing
sdutionsto Y2K problemns can
incorporatemeasuesto erhance plant
sakty andenvironmentalprotection,
including reducing the useof
dangerous (induding toxic,
flanmable, and reactie) chemicals
ard decreasig processressuesand
tenperatues.

Gasor ail pipeline accidetal release
due to pressue buildup causedy the
failure of a computer to detectard
addressabnormal conditions.

Insteadof merely fixing daterelated
software problens, many conparies
areupgrading their businesssoftware
to increaseefficiencyin
manufacturing, distribution, and
accounting.

Garhageor industrialwastebuild-up
fromawage disposal site failure (for
exanple, anincineratorthat is rot
working properly).

A safety or fire hazardfrom
temporarily increasedstorag of
flammable or reactive chemicals,
either becaseof custoner Y2K
problerns resultingin lackof pick-up,
or indications of future sugplier Y 2K
problens  extra materialsare
ordered to prevent a shortage.

Excessor inadequateflow in streans
or rivers resultingn adverse
ecologcal impacts,including fish
kills, causedby adam’s failureto
ensureappropriate water flow.

An undetectedeakto groundwater
from atank, pipeline, landill, or an
industrial pord caused by afailed
computerizedleaddetectionsystem

Shut-downs of potertially dargerous
operatiors (ater ensuring that emough
enployeesarein placeto address
unforeseen contingendies and that
startupis unlikely to pose any
problerrs) might be approprate for
needed maintenance or infrastructure
upgrades.
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functioningandallow hazardous
contaminantsto bereleased into
theair, water, and soll.
Erroneousnformation
generated by system
madfunctionsmay causewaste
disposafacility opeaatorsto
takeunsafeor impropersteps.
Thepossibilities are limitless
andpotentiallycatastrophic.
With respect to oil spills, the
risksmay comefrom
malfunctioningcomputerizd
systemsthatcontrol the flow
andtransferof oil in storage and
distributionsystemsor at
facilitie s tha uselarge volumes
of oil products.

TheU.S. oiland gsindustryis
preparingtself for thekinds of
problemsdescribecabove An
August1998 industrysurveyon
Y 2K readinessonductedoy the
Oil and GasWorking Group
showed76 percentof the
respondentsxpectingto have
their Y2K preparaion
completed bylune1999 and k
expectto bedoneby December
1999.Much focushasgoneinto
SupervisoryControl AreaData
Acquisition SCADA) systems
thatusea combination of
saellites and embedded chipsto
directtheflow of fuel at remote
pipelinelocatons.Otherareas
of concernincludethe
possibilities of incorrect
financialtransactionspil field
productionoutages,refineryand
pipelinestoppags, and
disruptionsin productflow.
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DATE REASON FOR CONCERN

01/01/1999 Systens thatlook oneyearaheadmay fail.

04/09/1999 Special-usduliandate(99" day of the 99" year).

07/01/1999 Many governments begn their fiscal year

08/21/1999 Globd PositioningSystem dae rollover affects military,
transportationseogaphiclnformetion System, and
Autometic Vehicle Locator

09/09/1999 Progammers use9/9/99as an end of file or infinity ; will cause
numerousproblens (9" dayof 9" month of 99" year).

10/01/1999 Federalgovernnentand othersbegn fiscalyear2000.

12/31/1999 End-of-yearbaselingto be usedin rollover scenario).

01/01/2000 Daterollover will halt, confuse or otherwise disruptmany
systemsand devices

01/02/2000 First 24-hourlook-backperiod.

01/10/2000 Firstdatarequiringfull useof sevendigits.

02/28/2000 Day prior to LeapYear(to beusedin rollover scenarios).

02/29/2000 Many systens will notrecoquizeLeapYearin 2000.

02/30/2000 Invalid date.Testto ensurethatLeapYearlogicis
functioning

03/01/2000 Firstvalid dateafterLeapYear

10/10/2000 Firstdaterequiringfull useof eight digits; may causedailures.

12/31/2000 Sorre systens usingJuliandatesmay not recogiizethe 366"
day oftheLeapYear

01/01/2001 Firstdatein 2001.Checkrollover functions.

Concernoverinternationabil
productionand shippinghasled
to theformaion of the
InternationalCoordination
Council(I0CC). IOCCis
composeaf the American
Pdroleum Institutés Y2K Task
Force,the FederalEnegy
Regulatory Commisson
(FERC), and otherFederal
agences.A meetngin

Novemberl998allowedinput
from governmentandindustry
asto howto assesstheY 2K
readines®f theoil and gas
industryinternationally
Informationon international
activity is baeng gathered
throughout1999,andIOCCis
preparng scorecardf
internaionalreadnessfor
public distribution.
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EPA’'s approachto preparingfor
Y2K includes:

Awareness EPA is spreading
thewordto itsstaf, ownersand
opeatorsof treatment facilitie s,
privatecompanies, non-
governmentagroups,andthe
generalpublicthroudh fact
shees, newsktters, conferences,
andotherchannes suchasthe
Internd.

Assessmant. Computerizd
equipmentnd equipmentvith
embeddedomputerchipsmust
be checkedo deerminewhat
componentsnay bevulnerable
to theY 2K problem. Rrgeted
equipmenincludessoftware,
andcontrol and process
equpment, suchasalarms, leak
detectiondevicesundeground
storage tankmonitors, securty
systens, andgenerabrs.

Corr ection: Potentialproblems
tha were identified in the
assessmerstepmustbe
correced. Diagnosic progans
maybe availablefrom various
technoloy manufactures.
Computer specalists or specal
Y2K consultantsmay be needed
to modify, repait orreplace
systemsor systemcomponents.
Contingency plans: All systems
musthavea backup, or
contingency plan,to accountor
unforseerconplicaionsthat
mayariseif Y2K problemsare
not caudt in theassessmernd
correctionphasesContingency
plansshould aldresshow
systemscould beoperated until
conmputerization probens are
resolved.
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Testing/Validation: Controlled
testingshouldbe performedo
makesuretheY 2K problemis
remedied.

Implementation: Readpsied
systens needto be reg¢stedand
revaidatedsothattheyare
ready for implementation.

EPA’s Office of Emergencyand
RemediaResponsehometo the
Oil Program Center, istaking
speific stepsto insurethat its
equipmentnd personnebre
preparedo respondo oil and
hazardousvastespills thatmay
occuras aresultof theY2K
problem.Theseeffortsinclude
developingY 2K guidancefor
theregonaloffices,tesing
responsequipmentto make
surethatit is notvulnerableto
theY 2K bug activelysharing
Y2K information anong
regons, ad coordinatingts
efforts with thoseof othe
federalagencies.

Although the Y2K problemis a
veryrealandpotenially
disastroushreat,proper
planningand ontrolis helping
EPA decreasehis threatand
furtherprotecthumanheath and
theenvironment. Br more
information an EPA and Y2K,
pleasevisit the EPA Year2000
Internet web dte at
wwwepa.gov/year2000/
index.htm

Y2K information &outtheoll
andgassectorcanbe foundat
wwwferc.fed.us/y2k/index.htiin

News From
Region 2

Recentenforcenmentacionsin
EPA Region 2 ae hdping to
reducethelikelihood of future
oil and hazrdousmaterials
releasesln New York, EPA
fined TonawandaCokefor
SPCCviolations.In Pueto
Rico, BPA is proposing
pendties at four facilitie s for oil
spill, SPCC,and CERCLA
violationsrelatedto Hurricane
Geoges. For moreinformation
onoil activitiesin Region 2
pleasecontactDougKodama,
U.S.EPA Facilitie s, Raritan
DepotMS211, 2890
Woodbridg Avenue, Hison,
NJ08837-3679

SPCC Enforcemen

Impr ovesProtective
Measures at Tonawanda
Coke

In January1999 thelU.S.
EnvironmentaProtection
Agency(EPA) finedTonawanda
Coke,acoke anccoal tar
manufacturebasedn
TonawandaNew York, $40,000
for violations of oil spill
prevention ectionsof the
federalCleanWater Act. EPA
alsoconfirmedthatthese
violationshavebeenremedied.

In April 1998,EPA issuech
complaintto TonawandaCoke
chaging thatthe companydid
notproperlyputaplanin place
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to prevenbil spills atits 3875
River Road facility from
reachngthe nearbyiagara
River. TonawandaCokes plan
to deal with oil spills (a"Spill
Prevention ©ntroland
CountermeasureSPCC)"plan
required by EPA) at tha time
statedthatthe companyhad
several systemsin placeto
divertuncontrolledoil leaksinto
retention pondand ontainment
areas- effectively "cathing’
theoil beforeit reachedhe
river. Uponinspectionhowever
EPA foundthatseverabf the
protective measures outlined in
the SPCCplan dther were not
implementedr did notwork
properly in violation ofthe
CleanWater Act. EPA also
discoveredhatthe Tonawanda
Cokefacility lacked othe
necessargpil prevenion safety
measures.

After EPA issuel itsformd
complant against Tonavanda
Coke, hecompanyamended its
SPCCplanso that t now
providesfor increasegrotection
against oil spillsentering the
environment In aSepember
1998 inspection ahefacility,
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EPA confirmedthatthis new
plan isfully implemented.

TonawandaokeCorporation
employs 130 peoplend has
annualsalesof over$22 million.

EPA TakesStepsto
Ensure That Puerto Rico
Facilities Are Better
Preparedfor next
Hurricane

Hurricanescanbe devasttng,
but Puerto Ricancompanies can
and $ould tkestepsto be
betterpreparedor them,
accordngto the U.S
EnvironmentaProtection
Agency(EPA). On Februarnyg,
to underscoréhis point, BPA
issuel complants against four
facilitiesfor ther failure to take
appropriateactionbeforeand
during Hurricane &@omges.The
PuertoRico Aqueductand
Seawer Authority, Lilly dd
Caribe, El Morro Corrugated
Box Corporationand Caribbean
PetroleumRefining facea
combined totabf $266,750 in
finesfor violating emeigency
responseules. During

settlemennhegptiationsin these
typeof cases, PA often
encouragsconpankes to
undertakeprojectscalled
SupplementaEnvironmental
ProjectgSEPS), which benefit
communities put & risk dueto
environmentaviolations.Past
SEPshaveresultedn
companiegprovidingemepgency
responsequipmentand training
to local healthandsafety
authorities.

“Unfortunately hurricanesrea
fact of life in Puerto Rico,” sad
JeanneM. Fox, EFA Regon 2
Administrator “We wantthese
casego serveass awake-upcal,
remindingfacilitie s tha they can
andmusttake & necessargteps
to preventenvironmental
mishgswhen hurricanes occur.
It's vital thatfacilitieshave
emepgency respons@lansand
thatenployeesare tainedto
carrythemout.”

On Septembe?1, four 2,000
poundcylindersof chlorinewere
releasedrom PRASASs facility
in Jayuya, based on information
provided byPRASA. Three
cylindershavebeenrecovered,
oneasrecentlyasJanuary22,
but oneis still missing Chlorine
is anextremelyhazardous
subsance,andif the cyinders
hadrupturedtheywould pose
animminentthreatto the
environmentand the
communityof Jayuya. PRASA
did not notify emeigency
responsefficials, as requiredby
law, of thelossof these

April 1999

cylinders.EPA hasproposedn
$82,500 penaltjor PRASAs
violations.

At Lilly del Caribein
Mayaguez, nearlyb0 drums,
amost hdf of which contaned
hazardoussubstancesyere
sweptawayin flood waterson
SeptembeR1 and22.The
facility did notreportthelossof
thedrumsto theappropriate
authorities until Odobe 2 and
did notmakea full effort to
obtainareliableinventoryof
drumson itspropety at thetime
of theloss. ER is proposinga
$41,250 findor failureto report
therelease.

At El Morro Corrugated Box in
Ve Alta, PuertoRico, 1,700
gdlons of causticsodaspilled
from a storag tankon orabout
SeptembeR1,1998.According
to El Morro, the spil was
discoverebn Sptembel3
duringa plantinspection. El
Morro did not notify federal
emepgency responsefficials
until the afternoonof October2
and did notnotify
commonwealth dicials until
October5. BPA is proposinga
penaltyof $68,000for El
Morro’s failure to reportthe
spill to federal,commonwealth
andlocalofficials.

Morethan16,000gallons of fuel
oil leakedfrom a storage tank at
the Caribbean Pdroleum
refining nearCatafioPuerto
Rico on Sptembel1. More
than 800gallons of the spilled
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fuel reachedhelLasLagjas
Creek,whichis atributary of the
CienagaLas Cuthaillas, a
sensitivemarshlandThe spill
was disovered by6:00 am. on
themorningof SeptembeR2,
butit wasnotreportedto any
emepgency responsefficials
until nearly 11:30a.m. Thespill
is believedto havebeencaused
by adrainvalvethatwasnot
propely closed, which dlowed
oil to leakfrom the containment
areasurroundinghetank.EPA
is proposing$75,000 in
penaltiesor Caribbean
Pdroleum'sviolations.

Recent Oil Spill
News

Oil Tanker Crew Returnsto
us

The capain andchief engneer
of aLiberian-regsteredtanker
returned to Cdifornia in Januay
to face charges tha they illegally
dumped oiloff of theSan Mateo
Countycoast. heirdefense
atorneyconendsthatthe
voluntaryreturnof themento
theUnited Sates confirmsther
innocenceThe ncident
occurredn Sepemberwhenthe
tankerleakedoil into San
FrancscoBay during refuelng.
The keakwasrepared,butitis
alleged that moreoil was
intentiondly dumpael &ter the
shipleft the bay.

Mystery Spill Off East Coast

Reportsof oiled birdsoff the
eastcoasthaveleadofficials to
search for the causeof the spill.
Thefirst reportof oiled birds
cameon JAnuaryl4,1999,from
CharlestonSouthCarolina,
where eight birdswere
collected.BetweenJanuary18
and21,anadditional92 oiled
birdswere collected from Myrtle
Beachto Little Riverin South
Carolina.Later reportsof oiled
birdswerereceived from
Wilmington, North Carolina.By
theweekend of Januay 23,
reportsof tar bdls and oiled
birdswere ecevedfrom asfar
northasDelaware The source
of thespill is still undear.

Tennesse Pipeline Spill

A pipelineownedby Colonial
PipelineCompanyruptured on
February10, 1999, spilling
thousand®f galons of high-
sulphurfuel oil ontoresidences
and intothe Tennesse River in
Knoxville, Tennesses. Ten
homeswereevacuategbending
cleanuplt is estimatedhat
85,000gallons of oil enteredthe
river beforethe pipelinewas
closed. Bomswereused b help
containthefuel, while vacuum
trucks were used to pump oll
from theriver. Powerwas
reducedattheLoudonDamin
orderto dow thecourseof the
river and facilitate cleanup.
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Freighter GroundsTwicein
Oregon

TheNew Carissaa 600-foot
freighter owned bya Japanese
companyranagroundatthe
entranceto CoosBay in Oregon
on February4, 1999.Theship
was carrying approxmately
360,000gallons of bunkerfuel.
Early assessmermf the vessel
revealed thd it was leaking fud.
In orderto reducethe potential
for oil to ill from thevessel
duringimpendingstorms,
responder$lastecthegrounded
shipwith incendiary devicesin
an dtempt o burnthefue in the
cago holds.Approxmately half
of the fuelwasburnedoff after
theshipwas reignited several
times. TheNew Carissaspilled
nearly70,000 @llons of bunker
fuel ontothe Oregpn shoreline.

On February26, the 440-foot
hull section ofthe ship wasset
to bepulled 200 mile®utto sea
and sunk in 6,000 feetf watet
A tug boathadpulledtheship
only 50 miles out toseawhen
strongwindsand waves pulled
thetow linefreefrom theNew
CarissaOn March3, the
freighterendedup backonthe
beachthis time 85 milesto the
north ofCoosBay in Waldport,
neartheentranceto the
environmentdly -sensitive Alsea
Bay. Thesecondattemptto tow
thebow outto seaand sink it
wassuccessful.

Throudh March 4, $10 million
hadbeenspenton theoperation,
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andat least48 brdshadbeen
killed. CoosBay and the
UmpquaRiver estuaryremain
closedto commerciabkhellfish
harvesting

Atlanta Oil Spill

Approximately50 callons of
wasteoil was dismovered leaking
into astormdran in Atlanta,
Geogia. The spill wasfound
after a private citizen disovered
15 to 20 drumef wasteon a
roadattheend of Atlanta
IndustrialWay andnotified the
EPA. Thelabelingon thedrums
indicaiedthatthe material was
wasteoil, which was confirmed
by field testing. Theoil entered
thestormdran which led to a
concrete-linedlitch containinga
smallamountof waterand
vegetation.

Homewood Diesel Spill

In January1999,anunknown
quantity of diesel fuel was
discoveredlowing out of a
stormsewerpipeandentering
Shade<reekin Homewood,
AlabamaAn underflow dam
was construded where the pipe
emptied into the creekand
cleanupactivities were initiated.
The sourceof adieselspill
remainsunknown.

Valley Products Oil Spill

Approximately4800 @llons of
#2 fuel oil wasreleasedrom an
abovegroundstorage tankover
the Christmas holiday weekend
in Memphis, Bnnessee. The
leakoccurredwhenafrozen

drain vale atthebottom of the
tank thawed outand developed a
crack.Thefuel leakedinto a
properlydesigiedcontainment
areaputthenflowed out of the
containmentareadueto eithera
faulty drainage valve, or
nedigence n ensumgthevalve
wasclosed.The fuelthen
flowedinto anadjacentstorm
watersewerandinto an
unnamedributary of
NonconnalCreek.Thefuel
reachedhe aeekandhadrun
2.5 to 3.0 milstoward
McKellar Lake.A boomwas
immediately deployed & the
mouthof the NonconnalCreek
prevening fuel from reachng
thelake.Recoveryandcleanng
of thespill thenbegn.
Respondersmformedthe
companythatit wasin violation
of Oil Spill Prevention
Regulationsfor not having a
site-specificSPCCplan.EFA is
investigatingfurtherfor possible
enforcenentacions.

International Oil
Spill Conference

ThelInternationalil Spill
Confaence was hdd in Sedttle,
Washingon from March8 to
March 11, 1999. Participants
presentegbapersand posterson
topicscoveringareacontingency
planning theuseof modelingin
oil spill preparednesand
responsectivities,
environmentd impacts of spills,
responseoolsand methods, rad
othertopics.EPA co-sponsored
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the conference wh theU.S.
Coat Guad, thelnternaiond
Maritime Organization,
InternationaPetroleumindustry
EnvironmentalConservation
Assocation,andthe American
Pdroleum Institute

Severalmembersof EPA's Oll
Program Centr staff and
regonal oil spill planningand
responseersonneparticipated
in the conferenceo sharetheir
knowledge with other
professionds and o learn from
others experiencesStaff
membeas from EPA
Headquartergegonaloffices,
the Ofice ofResearchand
Devebpnent andthe
Emegency Responsdeam
presented 8 papersandposters.
EPA staf presentations
highlighted theagency’s
activities and missionin oil spill
preventionpreparednesand
responseSpecificpaperand
poser topicspresened by EPA
staf includedproblemoll pits;
specfic problenms with SPCC
complianceor farmsand
ranchesapproacheso area and
sub-areaontingency planning
chronicoil spills at automobile
junkyards;improvingthe
Emepgency Response
Notification System to dlow
better andysisof oil spills and
responsetestingand useof
dispersantand bioremediation;
air emissonsandother
environmentalimpactsof
burningoil; and éfectsof non-
petroleum oil spills.
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In addition ® sharing
knowledg and information
throudh poséer sessonsand
presentations, A maintained
boothsin the conferenceexhibit
hall to provideadditional
information d@outEPA oil spill
activitiesin ainformd seting.

Thelnternationaloil Spill
Conferences abiennial event
andwill beheldagainin March
2001 in Bmpa, Horida.

Oil Spill
Program
Managers
Meeting

EPA Qil Spill Progam
managers met in Dallas, Texas
on Februaryl7 and18,1999to
reachconsensusegarding
Resultof RegionalQil
Program Revievand to begin to
develop amission statemerand
requirements$or a Core Oll

Spill Progam. The meeting was
attendedy regonal oil progam
managers andsenior members
of the Oil Program Center staff
from Office of Emergencyand
RemediaRespons¢OERR)
headquarters.

Resultof theRegional QOil
ProgramReview

Staff from the Oil Program
Centerat EPA headquarters
recenty visited Gil Spill
Programstaff in eachof the
regonsandconducted

interviewsaddressing
anticipatedchallengsoverthe
nex five yearsas well as
regonalinnovationsn response
to thesechallenggs.
Headquarterstaff compliedthe
findings from theseinterviews

in TheResultsof theOil

Program Reviewwhichwill

serveas abackgound document

thatregonalmanagrscanuse
to brief division directorsabout
the statusand futureplansfor
theEPA Oil Program. h
addition  providingan
oveview of anticipated
challengesandinnovative
responsesf presents
condusions,recommenddions,
and opportunitiegor action. The
meetingaffordedan opportunity
for paticipantsfrom dl regions
and headquartets commenton
anddiscussthe contentof the
documenin orderto assurehat
it accuratly refleciedthe
regonalprogams’concerns.

Regonalinnovationsverean
importanttopic at themeeting
Paticipantschoseto highlight
six notableinnovationsas
examplesof themanynew
approachesegonalprogams
areadoptingto improve
performance efficiency and
environmentaprotection.

Regon 9 sdevelopinga
fuelsmanagemeninitiative
that coversthelife cycle of

oil from productionto
consumptionTheprogam
seekgo developpartnerships
with al levek of governnment
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and ndustryto improve
coordinationand identify
priority issuesvhen
resolvingproblems.

In Regon 6, theSPCC
ExpeditecEnforcement
Program(SEEP)provides
effective incentvesfor rapid
correction ofsomenon-
compliance probéms at
facilities requlatedby the
Spill Prevention ©ntroland
CountermeasurgSPCC)
progam. For relatively
minor violations, facilitie s
canavoidfull-blown
enforcemenproceeding by
paying smdler fines and
correctingproblemsquickly.
SEEPhasmadefor quicker
compliance at approximately
200 SPCQacilitiesin the
regonandhelpedacheve a
90 percentcomplianceratein
FY98.

Severakegonshavefocused
Oil Programresourcesnto
dedicatedsectionsandteams
to increase consistecy and
manag@mentefficiency, and
desigrationof individualsas
coordinatorsof specificoll
functions.
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Pollution RemovalFunding
Authorization(PRFA)
ageenens enhance tte
responseapability reduce
theuseof Emegency Rapid
Responsé&ervicescontracts,
andallow for quickercost
documentationUnderPRFA
ageementsfederalOSCs
provideoversidit for the
stateor tribe respondeand
facilitate payment from the
NationalPollution Funds
Center. These agpenents are
being usal in Regions1, 4,
5,6, and 9.
Integratedareaplanningand
sub-aea planningaretwo
approacheareaplanning
tha improvetheefficiency

United States
Environmental Protection
Agency (5203G)
Washington, DC 20460

Official Business
Penalty for Private Use
$300

of theareaplanningprocess
andthe efectivenesf the
area phns.Integratedplans
combineoil spill contingency
planningwith hazardous
wastecontingency planning
whereappropriate Sub-area
plansprovidebetterfocused
responsefor smallerareas
within an ERA regon.
Centralized cost
documentatiomledcaesa
sinde individual to theoll
costrecoveryprocessThis
allows regionsto mantain
full compliancewith U.S.
CoastGuardcostrecovery
requirementsnd get most
caseshroud thepipelinein
six months.
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Thegroupidentifiedfour areas
for furtherdiscusson and
devebpmentoverthe nex
severalmonths:preparedness,
cleanup preventionand
progammanagment.

STORY IDEAS?

The Oil Spill Program Update
welcomes your story ideas and
suggestions for future issues. If
you have an item you would like
to share with our readers, please
contact Beatriz Oliveira at (703)
603-1229 (oliveira.beatriz@
epa.gov) or Mark Keller at (703)
519-1096 (kellerm@
dyncorp.com).
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