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Oll Spill Program
Update

The U.S. EPA's Oil Program Center Report

<EPA

Communications

The Qil ProgramCenteris
developing anoutreachcommuni-
catiors strategyto keepthe
Regons, businessesndustriesand
other reguatedconmmunities
informed on the progressof the
programand the sigrificant
outcomes. One component of this
plan is the debut of the “EPA’s

Qil Spill ProgramUpdate,” a spin-
off from EPA’sformer OPA 90
Update. It will beproduced
quarterly, with informationcoming
from the regiorsin respnseto
their need.

Another component, “The Ol
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Drop,” isa
moreinformal
journal and it
will be
producedtwice
ayear With
the “Qil Spill
Update,” our goalisto provide
straightforwardinformation to
keepEPA Regiord staff, other
Federalagertiesand departmerts,
industriesand businessesndthe
reguatedcommunity up to speed
with the latestdevelopmerts. “The
Oil Drop,” will targeta broader
auwdierceincluding corncerred
citizers and environmental groups
aspart of educatioral outreach
efforts. Bothwill be availalle on
the Oil ProgramHomepage at
http://www.epa.gov/oilspill ard
will alsobe distributedin hard

copy.

The Prep
Workshop

A Natioral Preparedhessfor
ResmnseExerciseProgram
(PREP) workstop sponsoredby
the United StatesCoastGuard
(USCG) washeld in Alexandria,
Virginiaon August6-7. The
PREP implemerts the Federalard
somestaterespnseOil Pollution
Act (OPA) exerciserequiremerts.

The participarts included Feceral
and somestatereguatorsand
represettativesof the oil, shipping,
andrespamseindustries. The
workslop discussedchangesin the
PREP proposedby USCG in a
Federal Registemotice, and
clarified isstesthat aroseduring
the threeyearsof PREP's
implemertation One of the
speakerdn the evert, David
Lopez,OERRS Oil Center
Director, presemed EPA's view of
PREP and its future direction The
only EPA Regiord office re-
preseried wasRegion 5, with Ann
Whelanand Sheila Calovich taking
the leadon severalsswesdiscussed
in addition to giving a
demondration of computer
softwaredesigredto assisexercise
plannesin the development of
unannouncedexercisescerarios.
The workslop wasalsoatterded
by anumber of Oil Center
headquaters staff. A summary of
theissies,resoldions, and
recommendations from the
workshop will be distributedto
participarts.

Some of the debatedtopicsof the
program included unanncunced
drills, stateand federalagercy
participationin PREP, ard a
procesdor the ongoing review of
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the program.

Workshop participarts, accordng
to Faith Yando, editor of the Oil-
Spill Intelligence Report®*, agreed
to recommed someminor changes
to PREP. Hereisthe sunmaryof
her commerts:

° Some participans argued
that quarterly qualified
individual (QI) notification
drills for facilitiesare
unnecessary They
proposedchanging the
requirement sothatthe
PREP guidelinesoutline a
corsistert stardard for all
QI drills. Theguidelines
requireannud QI drills
only for vesselowners.
After much discussionpro
ard con, the group voted
25-13 to recommend the
charge.

° Many participants noted
thatthe lackof or
inadequacyof Area
Contingercy Plans (ACP)
ishindeing PRER Asa
resut, the group
recommeds thatall
agertiesput arerewed
emphasison the ACP
processand that this
processoe usedfor
distributing lessos
learred from drills.

° The group agreedo:
1 Review of PREP through a
meetirg held everyyearor

1 Publishedweekly by the Cutter
Information Corp., 37 Broadway, #1,
Arlington, MA 02174, &l. 800964-
5125. Copyright©1997 byCutter
Information Corp.

yearard a half.

2. Approachthe four
agercies(USEPA,
USCG, US Minerals
Managenent Service and
the US Researctard
Special Program
Administratior), about
giving plarholderssome
warning of impending
unannouncedexercises;
suggestiors on the amount
of time neededranged
from 10 days to 30 days.

3. Discussat afuture meetirg
whether the requiremert to
drill for aworstcase
dischalgeis adequate or
needs to be changed

4, Discussat afuture meetirg
the areaexerciseschedule
ard determire whether the
current planis appropriate
or needs to be changed

] The group encouraged
statedo participatein
PREP and exploreways to
increasehis participation

Federal
Facilities
Conference

SteveCalarog, in Region 9,
presemedan overviewof EPA's
SPCC and OPA program to
approximately 70 represenatives
of Federal facilities. "Managing
Federal Activities to Promote
Healthy Ecosystems'wasthis
years Region 9 Federal Facilities
Conferercetheme.The
conference, hdd on June24-26,
1997,in San Francdisco, limited to
Federal agerties'ervironmental
managersard staff, wasintended
to assistrederal facilities'
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ervironmental maragemenand
decisionmaking practicesThe
purposeof the confererce wasto
provide the latestinformation
about environmental activities
(reguations, tecmology;,
comgiance, plaming, and cultural
and natural resouces)to
administratorsand environmental
managers of Federal agendes and
facilities. The majority of atterdees
werefrom Departmert of Deferse
facilities; however represematives
from Bureauof Land Managemei,
Natioral Park Service,Bureauof
Reclamationand Gereral Services
Administrationwerealso presen.
Mr. Calarpg alsodiscussedthe
proposedchangesto the SPCC and
FRP ruleswhich should be pu-
blished for public comment this
coming Fall. The floor wasalso
operedfor Q&A's, gereratirg
lively discussion This confererce
provedto be an excellert
opportunity to addressa lamge
segmenof our reguated
conmmunity.

EPA’s Inland-
Freshwater Oil
Spills
Symposium

Ann Whelan in EPA’'sRegion 5 is
taking the leadin the organization
of the FreshwaterSpills Sym-
posium and orchestratirg with
EPA’'s Qil Program Headquaters
aswell asRegions 6, 7, and 9, the
many logisticsfor the upcoming
evert. A designteamcomposedof
the American Petroleum Institute
(API), U.S. Corps. of
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Engineers,Regions 6, 7, and 9,
U.S.C.G.,NOAA, and Fishand
Wildlife Sevice (Department of
the Interior), has beenselectedo
work togetter on a certral theme
for the symposium and the
selectionof speakersamory other
tasks. Thelist of potertial topics
includes rivers, lakes,wetlards,
cowntermeastes,toolsand
teciques,natural resouces,
prevenion, and casestudies. The
symposiumn is setfor March3-5,
1998,in St Louis, Missouri. A
draft brochure and an agendawill
be prepared by the end of
Novemter.

Preparedness
for Response
Exercise
Program

(PREP) Ques-

tion & Answer

Since only Region 5 and few
indugry groupswere ableto attend
the PREP Workshop, we thought
toincludethe Q & A'sregardng
the PREP Program,courtesyof the
U.S.Coast Guad.

Whatis PREP?

The Natioral Preparechessfor
ResmnseExerciseProgram
(PREP) is amulti-agerty program
to exerciseand evaluate

govermmert areacortingercy plans
and indugry spill response plans.
The exerciseprogrammeetsthe
Qil Pollution Act of 1990(0OPA)
mandate for exerciseand
represerts minimum guidelinesfor
ersuring overallpreparechess
within the resppnsecommunity. It
should be viewed asan opportunity
for continucusimprovement of the
respnseplars and the respnse
system.

Who develped the PREP
Guidelines?

ThePREPwas developed asa
coordinaed effort of thefour
federal agertieswith respnsibility
for pollution respnse
preparechess—tle USCG, the US
EPA, Depatment of
Transportatioris Researctand
Special Prograns Administration
(RSPA), and the Departnert of
Interiors MineralsManagemen
Service (MMS). Theseagerties
workedwith federal, state,ard
local govermmerts, the oil and
marine trangportation indugry,
clearup contractors,and the
gereral public to developthe
program. PREP meets theintent of
OPA recogrizing the ecoromic
and operatioral constrairts of those
affectedby the exercise
requirements. To solicit input
from al patiesinvolved, public
workshops wereheld which
resuted in the PREP Guidelines.
The Guidedlinesoutline an exercise
programthat satisfiesthe exercise
requirements of the four federal
reguatory agerties.

Who participatesin PREP?
PREP is a voluntary program.

Participationin the PREP will
satisfythe exerciserequirements of
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the USCG, EPA, RSPA, and
MMS, and therefore, is applicable
to their reguatedcommunities. If
aplan hoder does nat choose to
follow the PREP guidelines,then
the planholder must meetthe
exerciserequiremerts mandated by
the federal agercy with reguatory
oversigh for the specific type of
indugry.

What are Internal Exercises?

Internal exercisesareheld wholly
within the plan holder’s
orgarization Theseexerciselo
not usually involve other memklers
of the respnsecommunity. These
exercisesaredesigredto examine
the adequecy of various
componerts of the respnseplan
All internd exercises should be
self-evaluated and selfcertified
Theinternd exercisesinclude

> Qualified Individual

Notification

> Emergercy Procediresfor
Vesselsand Barges

> Emergercy Procediresfor
Facilities (Optional)

> Spil Management Team
TabletopExercises

> Equipment Depoymert
Exercises

> UnamouncedExercises
(not a sefarateexercise)

Everythreeyearsal compnents
of the entire respnseplan must be
exercised It isnot necessaryo
exercisethematthe sametime;
therefore PREP allowsthe
flexibility to exercisedifferert
components overatriennial period.
The pan holder is responsible for
documerting the commpnens
comgetedin the exercises.

What are External Exercises?
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Exterral exercisesnvolve the plan
holder ard other memtersof the
respnsecommunity. They are
usedto evallete the respnseplan
ard the planholder s ahility to
coordnate with the respnse
community to condud an effective
respnseto a pollution incidert.
Theexternd exercisesinclude

> Goverment-Initiated
UnamouncedExercise
> AreaExercise

What is an Area Exercise?

The Area exercise is designed to
exercisethe govermmert/indugry
interfacefor pollution resmpnse.
An areais definedas*that
geograpic areafor which a
semrateand distinct Area
Contingercy Plan hasbeen
prepared as descriledin OPA 90."

Thegoal of PREPisto condud 18
Areaexerciseer year—6
govermmernt-ledand 12 indugry-
led exercises. The exerciseis
desigred by anexercisedesign
teamconprising of
represertativesfrom Federal, state,
and localgovermmerts, ard
indugry. The“lead plan hdder”
leads the Areaexercise. The
exercisedesignshould be done as
a cooperativeeffort; however the
lead plan holder has the primary
voice ard final decisionauhority
in the exercisedesign In the case
of the six govermmert-led
exerciseseither the USCG or EPA
is the leadplanholder.

An indugry plan holder that
participatesin an Areaexercise
would not be required to partici-
pate in another exercisefor a
minimum of six years. Plan
hoders are responsible for funding

their participationin the Area
exercise.

What is involvedin an Area
Exercise?

The Area Exercise does not have
to be, nor is it expectedto be, abig
produdion. They should be
approximately8-12 hourslong ard
involve someamount of equipmert
deployment. Theextent of
equipment should be determined
by the leadplanholder, in
corsultation with the exercise
designteam.

Who paysfor the exercise?

Each paticipant, indugry or
govermmert, pays for its
participationin the exercise. To
reduce the cost to indugry, PREP
encourages multiple indudries to
participatein an exercise. In
addition to cost shaing, indudries
have the opportunity to work
togethrer during a non-crisiseven
and become better acquanted with
eachother’srespnsecapmlhilities.

Can | get credt for an actual spill
respnse?

Yes,if the spill respnsewas
evalustedin accorcince with the
PREP guidelines,thenthe plan
holder maytakecredt for an
exercise. Following the PREP
guidelines,the plan holders should
determine which exercisesvere
conduded, which components of
the respnseplanwereevaluated
and then document them.

Credt may be givento aplan hol-
der for an Areaexercise unde the
following comditions: (1) the res-
ponse plan wastutilized in an
actual spill respnse;(2) the
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respnseinvolvedthe ertire
respnsecommunity; (3) theres-
ponse met the objectivesof the
Areaexercise;and (4) theres-
ponse was properly documented
and certified

The Natiorel
Scheduling
Coordinding
Committee
(NSCO)is — yo.cpiit
respnsible  CHEmICAL
for HANDLING

auhorizing
credt for an
Areaexercise. The NSCCis
composedof repre- sertativesfrom
USCG,EPA, RSFA and MMS.
The decisionregardng credt will
be basedon the recommenrations
of the On-Scene Coordinaor and
appropriate USCG District/EPA
Region.

How can my companyvolunteer
for an exercise?

An indugry interested in
participating in agovermmert-led
Areaexerciseor leadng an
indugry-led Area exercise should
contacteither the appropriate
Captain of thePartt or the EPA
Region.

Wherecan | get more
information?

The final PREP Guidelinesbooklet
is available at no charge by writing
to or faxing: TASC Dept.
Warehouse, 3341Q 75th Ave.,
Landover, MD 20785 fax: 301-
386+5394. Thepublication
nunmber isUSCGX0191.

The Training Refererte for Qil
Spill Resnseis alsoavailable
through thewarehouse. The
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publication number is USCG-
X0188.

For moreinformeation, cortactthe
NSCC & 21002nd.St.,SW,
Washington, DC 205930001 0r
cal Karen Sahdjian at 202267-
28500r e-mail:
ksatatjian@comd.uscgmil.

Success of the
SPCC Program

About 10,000 gallors of dieselfuel
splled at atark farmin Newington
early Sundg,

August 31.

Deputy Chief Jack Brown, of the
Fairfax County Fire and Resce
Departmert, saidaworkerwas
fillin g adieselstorageark at the
Crown Petroleun terminal at the
Newington Tank Farm about 2
am. whenthe tark overflowed
spillin g about 10,000 gallons of
dieselfuel.

Thefud tank, which can hold up
t0 900,000g4dllons, overflowed. A
corcretedike desigredto cortain
swch overflowsor leaksstopped
the spill, which wascleared up by
Crown Petroleum.

whether an alarm ’

that is suppcsed

to sound whenatark getscloseto

full wasworking whenthe
accicent occured

Brown said
auhoritiesare
investigatirg

Brown saidbulk storagetarks at
thefacility are surrounded by
containment dikesdesigredto hold
morethan eachtark's capacity. All

the spilled oil wascontainedin one
of the dikes. Thetank farm,

located in an indudrial-commercial
area,is one of two in Fairfax
County. Theothe is near Farfax
City.

GIS/Mappin g
Workgroup
Meeting

On August 26-28, the Oil Program
Centerled aNational Oil and
Hazaraus Substarnces
GISMapping Meeting at OERR’s
Crystal GatewayOfficesin
Arlington, Virginia. Staff and
represertativesfrom 9 Regions,
OERR,OSWERCEPPO,
Supefund,DOT’s Office of
Pipeline Safety and ESRI (a
leadng GIS softwarevendor) were
in atterdance.Key isstesdiscussed
included datacollection, primarily
relatedto environmertally
sersitive areas;map represertation
such asicon symbology and colors;
metadita; dataaccuacyand
stardards; facility tracking
systems;and softwareand
hardwareoptions. Follow-up
actiors include estattishing an
Intranet site for better
communicationbetweenthe
Regions, documerting datalayers,
souces,and accuaciesfor existing
data; and further discussirg
relevan isstessuch asdata
standards and symbology. A
follow-up meetirg wastertatively

October 1997

planned for earlyin calerdar year
1998.

States Column

MAJOR OIL SPILL IN
Region5.

On Sundg evening, Augus 24,
1997,abreak in a22" Marathon
Qil pipelineresutedin the dis-
charge of 470,000gallons (11,200
barrels)of crude oil. The spill
occuredin Rosedle, Indiam,
locatedapproximately 20 miles
northeastof Terre Haute. Becaise
the spill wasinitially reportedas
much smaller EPA persomel did
not go to the scere immedately

Employeesat Maratton's
headquatersin Findlay, Ohio
noticed a pressue drop in the
pipdine at about 4 p.m. Sunda,
August 24. They shutdown the
punpsimmediately and foundthe
leakin the agricultural fieldsin
Rosedile.

Maratton Oil and their contractors
respnded immediately by shutting
down the pipeline and preverting
the spill from entering the nearty
Big RaccoorRiver. The
respondes contained theoil to a
36 acrearea,mostly agricutural
fields. An effective emeigerncy
respnseremoved90% of the ail,
from the approxi- mately 67,000
gallors thatweresplled.

EPA Region 5

On Scere Coor- "\
dinator Stavros

Emmanoauil

arrivedon the

scere, Tuesdy

morning ,

August 26, ard =
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monitoredthe resnsible party' s
activities. Other Federa and state
agertieson the scere included the
Fishand Wildlife Service,the
Departmert of Trarsportation,
Indiana Departmen of Natural
Resouces,and Indiara
Departmert of Environmertal
Management.

Marathon Qil’ s quick respnse
minimizedthe amount of damage
to wildlife. Marathon identified
the source of Sundg/’'s leak, a 132-
inch section of pipe located unde
anabandoned railroadgrack, but
the cawseremains unknown.

Officials sayit coud takemonths
before the clearup is conplete.
Towardthatend, Maratlron has
increasedhe size of its clearup
crew Maratfon employeesand
contract personnd continued the
recoveryefforts with seven
vacwms, and took additiona steps
to make sure the crude oil was
contained and did not reachnearly
Big RaccoonCreek. OERR
cortinued to monitor the situation

Bilin gual SPCC
Fact Sheet

Region 2 hastrandated SPCC
rulesfor the interestedSparish
speakirg reguatedcommunity.
Short, onepagefact sheetsare
availabe in hard copy or electroric
file (WordPerfect). Pleasdeel free
to contact Arlene Anderson at 732-
906-68030r Begtriz M. Oliveira,
Oil Program HQ, at 703-603-1229.

On-Scene

Coor dinator

Training

The1997Readiness Training
Programfor OSCs will takeplace
November 17-21,in Gdveston
Texas a the Texas A&M
University Confererce Center. The
Qil ProgramCenter cortinues to
participatein the developmert of
training workshops for OSCs.
OSCswill be able to choosefrom
over 20 coursesthatwill help them
learnthe skills neededto perform
in the field, along with resouce
utilization and tecmical training.
Therewill be anemphasison
Trugee-OSCcoordinaion during
the Galvestonworkshop. For more
information pleasecortactAnne
Spencer at 703603-8716.

Spesking of workshops thereisan
ERT Inlard Qil Spill couse
planned for October 26-31in
Novato,California. Thiscourseis
desigredfor OSC's from EPA, the
U.S. CoastGuard ard state
agercieswho are involvedin
inland oil spill prevertion and
cleanup. Thecourse, which covers
portions of the legislationin the
National Contingercy Plan and the
Qil Pollution Act of 1990,provides
practicalinformationfor cortrol
and clearup of inland oil spills.
You may cortact Robyn Burke or
Katie Embry at 513-251-7669t0
signup for the couse.

Another Oil
Inspector
Training
workshop will be
givenduring the
weekof
Novemter 2-7in
Seattle,
Wastlington Registratiors are
being takenby Carl Kitz, in
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Region 10. You canreachhim at
206553-1671.

REPORT OIL/HAZARDOUS
WASTE SPLLS=

1-800-424-8802




