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GENERAL: There were 6.0 days suitable for
fieldwork. Topsoil moisture supplies were reported

CROP WEATHER SUMMARY
September 1 — September 7, 2008

DAYS SUITABLE FOR FIELDWORK: 6.0

as 100% adequate. Subsoil moisture supplies were

also listed as 100% adequate. Barley was 10% CROP TOPSOIL SUBSOIL
harvested, mostly in the Tanana Valley. Oats were MOISTURE MOISTURE
reported as 15% ripe. Condition of the barley crop was | syqorT 0% 0%
40% fair, 40% good, 20% excellent. Condition of the

oat crop was 30% fair, 60% good, 10% excellent. ADEQUATE 100% 100%
Potatoes were reported as 5% harvested. Condition of [ SURPLUS 0% 0%

the potato crop was 25% fair, 75% good. First cutting
hay harvest was 95% complete statewide; second
cutting was reported as 60% complete with most farms
not getting a second cutting this year due to conditions. Hay condition was rated as 20% poor, 30% fair, 50%
good. Winter supplies of hay were reported as 40% short, 60% adequate statewide. No wind or rain damage
to crops was reported. The main farm activities for the week were harvesting hay, barley, potatoes and
vegetables, fencing, general maintenance.

PAN EVAPORATION FOR 09/01 - 09/07
MAT AES SITE: -0.46

TANANA VALLEY: An average of 7.0 days was suitable for fieldwork. Topsoil moisture was reported at
100% adequate. Subsoil moisture was also reported as 100% adequate. Temperatures once again dipped into
the 20°s around Delta Junction. Barley was reported as 10% harvested. Oats were reported as 15% ripe.
Condition of the barley crop was 40% fair, 40% good, 20% excellent. Condition of the oat crop was 40% fair,
50% good, 10% excellent.  First cutting hay harvest was 99% complete; second cutting was reported as 85%
complete as many farmers won’t get a second cutting. Condition of hay was rated as 25% poor, 25% fair, 50%
good. No wind or rain damage was reported. Farm activities for the week included harvesting hay and
barley, baling barley straw, discing stubble and general maintenance.

MATANUSKA VALLEY: An average of 5.0 days was suitable for fieldwork. Topsoil moisture was
reported at 100% adequate. Subsoil moisture was also reported as 100% adequate. Potatoes were 5%
harvested. First cutting hay harvest was 95% complete, second cutting was reported as 15% compete, however
many farmers will not get a second cutting this year. Condition of hay was rated as 15% poor, 40% fair, 45%
good. No wind or rain damage was reported. Major farm activities during the week included general
maintenance, fencing, harvesting hay, native grass seeds, potatoes and vegetables.

KENAI PENINSULA: There were 5.0 days suitable for fieldwork last week. Topsoil moisture was
reported at 100% adequate. Subsoil moisture was also reported as 100% adequate. Potatoes were 10%
harvested. First cutting hay harvest was 90% complete, second cutting was 40% complete. Condition of hay
was rated as 15% poor, 20% fair, 50% good, 15% excellent. Major farm activities for the week included
harvesting hay and vegetables, machinery maintenance.

Soil Temperatures ( F°) at 4 inch depth

Grass Fallow land Temperature Precip

2008 2007 2006 2008 2007 2006 High Low (inches)
UAF-AFES, Trunk Road 55 55 54 55 52 52 63 42 A1
Sawmill Creek 44 na na na na na 69 25 .00
Plant Materials Center 51 na 50 na na na 63 39 .04

PAN EVAPORATION
Pan evaporation is an indirect estimation of evapotranspiration or consumptive water use by plants. For purposes of watering or irrigation of plants,
it is a good indicator of climatic effects on water use by crops. A positive reading indicates that evaporation exceeded precipitation.
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