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Referenos is made to your lstter of September 13, 1949, in effect
westing revisw of settlement dated Auvgust 19, 1949, disallowing
. slain for §16 for twe inmtemational telsphone calls made through -
the office of the War Assetis Administration in San Jusn, Puerto Riso.

It from the record that one of the calls, for whioh the -
was sade op Xay 19, 1947, by Mr. Thomas 5. Chepin, a former
explcyse of ths War Assets Administration in Sam Juan, t0 a Mr. Beelm
. 4a Bashington, D. C., and that the other, for whish the tall was 310,
was made on May 29, 1947, by Mr. Chopin to Nrs. Chopin 4n St. Louis,
o I3 &3 sduinistratiwly reported that the ealls were personmal
s of ¥r. Chopin. It further appears that the administrative office
has endezvered $0 haw Mr. Chopin make psyment therefer bub withoxd

. ...The olaim was disallowed becauss the calls were persczal calls,
peyasnt for which 1z prohibited by jis provisions of seotion 4 of the
8ot of Nay 10, 1939, 53 Stat. 738,31 U.S.C. 620a. Said section
‘provides that ne part of any appropriation for any exscutive depart-
ment, establishnent, or agency shall be used for the paynsnt of long
distaace telsphone tolls except for the transastiom of publis busiress
which the imterwets of the Gowerment require to be s0 transasted and
that all such peyments shall be supparted by & certificate By the '
hesd of the depsrtment, sstablisbment, or agency concerned, or sush ,
osubardinates as he may cspeoially deaignate, to the effect that the use
of the talaphone in auch instances was necesaery in the interest of
the Govsrmaent. The reqord contains no certifisate such as required
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by said st and cbviously, in view of tbe nstwre of tho calls, there P S

would B2 no basis for such cartificate.

Tea eentomd tkat the somtract was m2ds subjest to all yewr rulsa
azd proctises apd thet you canmet cemtrel amy leng dizsonse or inter-

zatiomal eolls. Hewever, the contzrast must alse bo .vi a3 havieg
ksem mds owbiood to tke provisiens ef costien 4 cf th2 eltod st of
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yay 10, 199, gigea. Said sot cembains no sutharity for its waiver by
uwm«m&mummﬁmw.mduuwomg
in the sbsence of the cellection of
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sive sme, this Office by cireular lstter dated lMay 24, 1939, sdvised the
tosds of 2]l departuents, independent establisiments and sgemsies of

mm‘ammmdmmAum»mdwm, 1939, -
gues, and of e moessity for ccmpliance therewith.

) Very truly yours,
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Comptreller General ~
of the United States






