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WASHINGION - ErikPrince, the formerr
Naw commando who runs Blackwateri
USA. hæ ruelv spoken publiclv about his
combany's billion-doilu:securiiy work for
the [Ls.-goveinment in haq and Afghani-t
stan. j

But læt week hince found himself in a
packed cong¡essional heæing room, raising,
lús rieht hand æ shutters clicked and tele-i
visioñcameræ rolled. Hours of uncomfort-
able questions followed.

More than anvone else. one man made it I

haooeni Demoðrat Henrv Waxman of Los
'Rnebtes, a three=decadé House veteran
wh"ose baH, mustachioed, bespectacled
mien hæ become the face of oversight in
Consress.

"l-want Vou to know that Blackwater will
be accountable todayr'Waxman said in his
opening statement.'The,hearing 

underscored the impact of
havinsWÐfüan at the helrn of the House
Comrñittee on Oversisht and Government
Reform, Demouats rñay have gained con-
nol ofConsress in last vear:s elections, but
their majoiity isn't alrllnys enough to make
a diference. In the Senate, forinstance, Re-

oublicans have enoush votes to block
bemoaatic lesislation-But in the House of
Representativðs, the Repqblicans can't stop
Waxman, whowields his subpoena power
to investigate the Bush administration and
its allies.

His committee room is where former
CIA spy Valerie Plame spoke publicly for
the füit time about the administration s

leak of her identifu and where former De-
fense'secretarv Donald Rumsfeld denied
knowins of a cóverup of ex-football star Pat

Tillrnanrs death by friendly fi re.
"Lefs be honest, it's a pretty tuget-rich

environment for Mr. Waxman these days,"
quipped David Muin, the oversight com-
ñitGe's Republican staff director.

Other Republicans accuse Waxman of
partisan grán¿stan¿ing, or "following the
dictates oT trial lawyers," as Florida Rep.

JohnMicaputit.

into watchdog role
"Henry'S been campaigning for next

election since he became chairman," said
Rep. Darrell Issa of California

Lawyers specializing in congressional in-
quirieícail Waxman súbstantfue and fair. .' 

':He's dogged. Hels tenacious. He's got a
very large and experienced investigative
staf," said Ray Sheppæd, a Republican and
former Senate investigator:

Ahistoryof activism

Since lanuarv. Waxman's committee hæ
held 29 hearirËs with a focus on what he
calls wæte, fraud and abuse. Recurring sub-
iects ofscrutinv have been Iraq contracting
an¿ the goveinment's handling of GulT
Coæt hurricane rebuilding.

FIis inquiries tend to make headlines,
and thev sometimes ÞromÞt changes even
before Waxman hæ ã chahôe to grill offi-
cials under oath.

ln July, for example, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency announced a

new effort to studv contamination in tem-
porarv trailers siven to Gulf Coast hurri-
ðane victims --the -dayþefpre Waxman
Iielcl ã héáring exposing FEMA efforts to
downplavthe problem.

f ti*it ovêrsight is a very important
function, in some ways even more lmpor-
tant than leeislatinsi' savs Waxman, 68,

whose disni-ct inclùdes West Hollywood
and Beverlv Hills.

Not thaf Waxman hæn't done his share

of lawmakins. He co-authored the 1990
chanses to tñe Clean Air Act and helped
write a law requiring for the first time nu-
tritional labelfuie on-food, æ well æ mea-
itäèi sovérninË pesticidês, safe drinking
waterãnd hea[h-care for poor people. In

1982, he held the fi¡st congessional heæ-
ine onthediseæe now known æ AIDS.

Waxman may be best known fo¡-puttll-tg

seven tobacco Lompany chiefs uniler oath
at a 1994 heæing in which they claimed
cisæettes were nõt addictive. His efforts to
bãn smokng in public buildings failed, but
his tobacco heuings led to a wave ot such

laws in states and cities across the countly.
The erandson of Iews who fled the 1903

Kishinel Dosrom in what is now Moldova,

Waxman'wú the first person in his family
to go to college. His father owned a small

gocery store and later worked for chain
stores as a union member.

Four years out of law school, Waxman
unseated an incumbent to win a seat in the
California Assembly in 1968, and six veæs
lateç he wæ elected to Consress in the
post-Watergate wave. He hain't faced a
tough race since.

ln 1997, he became the rankine Demo-
crat on the oversight committée, then
headed by Republican Dan Burton ofkrdi-
ana, who aggressiveþ investigated the
Clinton administration. "Thev issued over a
thousand subpoenæ," Wúman savs. "l
thought it was an abuse of power." Bi¡rton
did not respond to requestsTor comment.

Waxman worked more cooperatively
with Burton's successor, Rep. Tom Davis, R-
Va. In 2005, at Waxman's request, Davis

chaired hearings on the use ofsteroids that
led Major League Bæeball and other pro-
fesional lgqgu.r to toughen their ánti-
qopng pottctes.

Multiplemistakes'

Waxman's Blackwater hea¡ins helped
fuel several days of news stories eiamiriine
the firm's conduct in lraq. includins in]
yestjsgtigns that its guuds killed inno"cent
rraql clwnns.

One person watchins closelv wæ Armv
Lt. Col. Jeanette McMãhon, wtlo is su¡nÉ
Blackwater over an Afghanistan plane cræñ
in which her husbanã, Armv it. Col Mi-
chael McMahon. wæ killed.

Waxman questioned prince closelv
about the November 2004 cræh, whicir

Waxman's committee said wæ the rerult
of "reckless conduct bv the Blackwater oi-
lots and multiple mistãkes by Blackwattir."
A National Transportation Safety Boud re-
port blamed piloi error.

Prince denied that Blackwater was at
fault, although he said, "Any time you have
an accident it's an accident; somethine
could have been done better." It was hii
first public comment aboutthe cæe.

'Thank God that in our countrv the ooli-
ticians can bring someone like fh¡s to the
table." McMahoñ said.



Three decades in House: Democratic Rep. Henry Waxman says oversight is "in some ways even more important than legislating.',

By Mannie Cercia, AFp/Cetry tmeges

PlameTestifies in March before the
House oversight committee. The former
CIA spy spoke publicly there for the first
time aboutthe leak of her identirv.
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4prj!14,1994: Heads of the nation's biggest cigarette companies are sworn in before
the House Energypanel. waxman wæ õn the cãmmitree af tne time. Hii.rorìi iå u*
smokrng rn public buildings failed, but the hearings led to such laws in states and cities.


