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The pâuse is long enough that
perhaps the question needs to be
repeated or clarified. Just then,
Rep. Henry'Waxman (D-CaIif.)
responds. It's a straight ans\¡/er
but not straight from the hip.

The House Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform Committee
chairmanis familiar with ques:
tions. He has asked tens ofthou-
sands of theminhis S4years in
the lower chamber, grilling polic¡rmakers
in countless letters and hearings. So
there is little use intrying atrickquéstion
when interrogatingthe interrogator.
\ü'axman is one of a handful ofveteran

House chairmen who waited patiently
for his gavel after persevering a dozen
years inthe minority.
"ffsbetterto be in the majority,,, asmil-

ingìMaxman said in his spacious Capitol
HiIl ofñce lastweek

He gives Speaker Nancy pelosi (D), his
California colleague, high marks for set-
þSup a leadership hierarchythat coor-
dinates policy aad.messaging with panel
chairmen while providing ihem ¿with
some independence as well.',
. 
-Yethedo_esn't always stick to the parly

line. In February, he announced hã wai
not going to request any earmarks this
year, claiming the earmark process has
spun out ofcontrol.
He made the case to the Democratic

Caucus that the use of earmarks should
be studied "to figure outwhatto dointhe
nextCongress."
\il'axman said he got three responses:

"Some people said, 'Great idea,, some
people said,'Can I have your earmark
money?' and others said, You,re lvrong,
yodre'wrong don't,mess with that.,.

He adds, "So I decided I would just do
what I thoughtwas rightin hopeJothers
would follow along, I had no g¡rarantee,

-and 
I still donlt see people jumþing on the

bandwagon, but I think I should do what I
thinkis right."
. While his colleagues may not be follow-
ing him on earmarking, that,s not Wax-
man s signature issue - oversight is.
Awhole lobbyingbusiness hãs built up

a¡ound the fear of a subpoena from Wax-
rnan or one of the other Democratic
chairmen wielding a tougher brand of
oversight than had been seen in the pre-
vious six years. But Wa:<rnan says he tries
to bejudicious about the use of subpoe-
nas.
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"Before Ibecame chairman of this com-
mittee I never issued a subpoena,,,Wax-
man said. "Even when I was chairman of
the fCommerce panel's] health and envi-
ronmental subcommittee and we would
have tobacco executives testify, I never
issqed a subpoena to anybody.,, 

'
His committee has issuedfewertha¡r 40

subpoenas in'ilis Congress, according to
\ü'a:<rnan's staff.

He said if a Democrat wins the White
Iouse, he'll be just as aggressive: 'rEven if
there were a Democratic administration
and aDemocratic control in Congress, I
think it's important for the Congress to
dooversight.'"
'Wa:snan's 

steroids-related hearing tJrat
featured Roger Clemens attracteã,the
most attention this year - and provided
ample fodder for late-night talk shows.
Nevertheless,'Wa:cnan uses his oversight
spotlight most often onthe environmðnt
andheal-thcare, issues he gathered exper-
tise on during his l6-yeartenure as sub-
committeechairman.
He secured that position after the I97g

elections by running and ultimately de-
t-eatingtwo more senior Democrats to get
thepost.

He is not a fan of term limits on House
committee chairmanships, which - at
least for now - are set at iix years. Wax-
manbelieves panel chairmen should noi
be selected solelybysenioritv. either.

Pressed on howyoung Democrats can
move up the ranks without panel-chair-
man term limits, Waxman pauses again.
Thereis no easyanswer, buthegives one.
"I thinh seniority should count for a lot

more than I used to think " Wa:<rnan said.
"I thinh onthe otherhand, that it should-
n't be the only factor when people ai'e
chosen for committee responsibilities."

Wa:snan, who ralliedbehind Sen Hillarv
Rodham Clinton s (D-N:Y.) failed health'-
carebill inthe 1990s, is in the minorityof
congressional Democrats who have not
endorsed a presidential candidate..Ï would prefer that we not had this con-
test going on as long as it has been going
on, but I think it makes oirr nominees
stronger, unless it gets too personal in
their attacks on each other, because that
can be used by the Republicans in the No-
vemberelection."

OnSen. BarackObama s (D-IIÌ) contro-
versial'bittet'' comment, the 68-year-old
legislatorbelieves "there is alot of truth
to-what he had to say þut itl might have
been professed differentlY.
Waxman's desk is filled with Papers,

though it appears organized. A stu4ning
viewóf the Capitol dome forms the back-

. drop behind Wa:snan's chair, thgugh the
fraired pictures of presidential signing
ceremonies give the Rayburn office its
character. TheY are everywhere.
Intheir CapitolHill offi.ces, some mem-

bers proudly display animals they have^

huntèd. Wal<man is a different kind of
hunter.

"The bill signings are his equivalent of a

trophywatlj'saiã Phil Schiliro, chief of
staff of \il'a:anan's Panel.'Waxman appears comfortable in his
own skin, and peoPle who know him saY

he's alwaysbeencomfortable where he is

- in the House. Unlike manyof his col-
leagues, Waxman has not viewed his
House seat as a steppingstone to higher
office.
Along those lines, \il'axman takes the

long view on making laws. Whether ii's
cornbatingAlD$ bolstering the Clean Air
Act or regulating pesticides, Warcnan has
taken a methodical apprgach.
Healthca¡e reform and climate change

are high onWaxmanjs extensive legisla-
tive wishlist, though he knows theywill
not come easily.
Waxrnan is a team player, doling out po-

litical contributions to vulnerable fresh-
men and $25O,OO0 to the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee.
'T[inning is not enough if you don't win

it all,"he said,liftinghis mugofblack cof-
!e^e. 

'Tog nged the presidency and then
6O votes in the Seúate.,,

__W.axqan'¡ ¡taffis loyal, to saythe least.
tte has l0 aides who have worked for him
for at least adecade, includinghealth poll
rcy drrector Karen Nelson (more than ZS
years) and staffdirector phil Barnett (I8
years).

_ 
Schiliro, who has worked for Waxman

for more than a quarter-century, said,
"Because of ChairmanWaxm"r, 

"na 
tné

remarkable people I work with, some
days_mybiggest challenge is not to mess
anythingup."

_{Jo.use Foreign Affairs Committee
-L;hairman Howa¡d Berman (D_Ceilif.) has
known Waxman since they'weru-Vó"rrg
Democrats together at UCÍ.A more thañ
4Oyears ago.



credibi;;;rïi;i;ij'"iäåFf"äff ii',i:ronment and clean 
"ir,,, 

Sé.*;,;å-
. Jlg J'*. y"ry strong beüárs-. riä;,ffi.iärhrnks through his strategie; -*ã"hd;
tenacious.,,

,Ìep.,Mike Honda (D_Catif) recalled
_th,at 

Waxman was _very approachable
when Honda **t"¿ to io oËiitãäiïir]cumstances surroundìng iË"il;iìrî¡tborbal sta¡_turned_ s otdiärÞ; i;ËäHondasaidhe,dh¿

eth*."..ñï;#åij;:Tlåf;tL'3ååï:dentat shooring death of TtTË;îfi;i:,?pl1"{ Fpg"rs inefghanist-"n -"'".
. r. asKed him ifhe,d Iook into i! and he
.¡ust said yes,,, he saio.

- l"gt. glr""Sþ W'axman represents Bev_erly Hills a¡rd West Holly_;ã;;il ;;:tributor list to.the congressman,s politi_
9g yar chesr is nor,d"*_.üdd;ä:iåil
Hanks and paul Newman don"tiã-i"-riå.
ll3: ?99 

6. gvae, but rhey arãJñJ ;;ä':rrons, not the rule. wa"iman ãá;;;ãtspend his down time scimãäö*tä
¡r^ovie 

stars. He.has never attended thefJscars, accordinp to the Al_;;;;-;fAmerícanpolitics.-
\M,axman s voting record is consistentwith the^ districr, örning ¡,irn ãä?"ti#

1atr1g o. r + tom the ameü"* Co;;-";å:tiveUnion.
He was, however, not amongthe 60 per_cent of-House Democrats who votedagainst thefrac war-
When.asked ãbout,the 2OO2 vote, the

ìilåï*iì:,'å*"Lffi *:f,f åfïfî;misled by rhis administr"d;Ë" Tiii
¡1q5! tnat Saddam Frussern was boundro nave nuclear weaoons,,, 3ãdü;häiäupa'V,ery clev, proþ"garrou-,,

^:,,u-y: 
þefore-the war started, Waxman

-caled 
on Bush to pos .po"" tü;;;i;;unril questions abouf inreilijeï"ä"ihä

t9$ 
f 
o fþe ryr were addressed.

, r oeleve that theylmew, or should have
.*:y:.b"ttgr,,, Wãxman.r"id. ;ß"; ;d;\M€re determined to go to war.
,,r_r_esrdent Blsh canlot be found on
11119an. s waUs even rhough 

"rir;;cõËllyl"ttj-:_ such as Ronatä R;A;ääueorge H.Vl/. Bush - have proirirrurri
spots.
"It's beingframed,,, W.axman says, the

ff I I?Tlùs; ïe is not j okiris, ili;#å;:
_r 

ne prcrure_ of Bush wilbe_ grTd;p; ñiseven and a halfyears intg ttã präiä""i,
rergn, Waxman is not rushingii. -***^" "



House Oversight qnd Governmenf Reform Committee Chqirmon Henry Womron (D-Colif.)



Excerpts ofinterview
withRep"HenryW'axnan
Q:.What have Democrats learneil irng accurate. We've spent. maybe as

much as $3 billion on tiis cénsüs and

!¿. yulda uavË uemocraf,s leafnec rng aCcufate. We,Vefrom the frrst year and a half in the müctr a. s.c ¡¡f iiÀ "majority? we maynot even have an accurate one.
The secretaryof Commerce wou.ldn,t

$: pe]t, tfe fi¡st thingl have learned is come to oui""ã--itt"" -eetinllh"
11.ïT,"]ngr. "ot 

enough if.you don,t otherda¡ whichdiSappointed me"_ wewrn lr ar. r ou neecl the presidency and may still have to have him come in ButthenøovotesintheSenâte. tfr"y.f""á il;t;; ô;;il.aãö;
Q: Ho.-se Speaker Nancy pelosi
doe:l't believe that superdelegates
in effect should overturn wha-t De-

somethingthat sounds like it should be
doable on hand.held comDuters ...
they'ré going to have to eó baôk to ¡en-

qucsl r Dcreve f,nar suDerdeleg-ates tåeyre going to have to go back to pen_in effect should overrrirn whai De- 
"il 

äã pålåi"¡"*use thäontracfi! notmocraticprimar¡rvoters deci¿.. ro .aìu""Ërñ.foïiort. ro much monév.youagree? Sol'mworriedabo"tth;;;;;. 
*-*''

A: I think we have tô see howthe elec= e: What can be done when the ad-
$o¡l theplparies; pan out I t}ink tt .t ñirriit""iio" ãoesn't *".k -;irh
rr r:aracx uÞama continuedto have a you?\#hatrecoursedoyouhave?
present course ofwinning prima¡res or
evên if he lost some bvïery rrar-row .{.: Iil.e have apower to issue suþoenasmargins, it- w_ould be-hard' to _lrirn andtqenforce'ihempropèrly.Butwe-re
around and their nominate Hillary, tryin-gtoterersã"aUi;;f;äËi:Ë;Cliritòn. púrruiã--- -"
q,wg{g yorl be as aggressive o¡ "Håöji'.tfît"T:îii.,ä;.t;åÎf:l:oversight wirh a Demo-ciaric presi at-s büt t ;;';h;*ä g,ãõ-ü"*;; idenf?.

., ^ ::iä*ilffiåf;iil,ä1"åÍ;fïfl1
+j I lry*qÌ"publicans in rhe.c""- ;;ñ;"ã;iåìiå*.", *a it was A¡_gress ot<r a drsservrce to the B¡1sh adl, drewCard, who is no fonger the chief ofministrationbyaìlgwingft ro be"o-" .trfff¿-JË;;;;iã"n.
moÌesecretive'Andbynotusinctlein-.: ..Hehadaspeechthathewasderiverine
¡f ilufigna now.er¡. ur,rã91 t{re_cõnrtit"-,, urãi *""f"ã;Ë'ürï ;d ïäirËËä:

tion.woi¡Id haVe.had ¿rntlon worrld liave had an oÉpôrtunitv to
thinli again about some ofthdide¿rs ánd
Éet feedbdck aboút hôw ôêrt¡ih n^ii;i;.

tion fôr.ovërsight- I think piesidé¡ii
Bush and the peoþle in his adminiitia-

livered the ipegch-mâny times before.
..And -I esked, 'is he getting paid for
'this?'.Theysaid,'Yes, he is.,,A;d I sàid.' cÎhätfs interesting.,, And then when Í
got up.I said that I was impressed that
ISeyhad Andrew Card späaking there.
Isaid,]'nV'p've been tryingto gelhim to

4bo¡r! how certäüi pþlicies
werenotsucqeedirig. ,:; I r':. :. .: :

Q: $rhy did you make the decision
eatlier this ¡zeàr not to seek ear-
ma¡ks?

Q: You've conducted o¡rersight on
the census and the Commerõe De-
parhnent,srecent deciéion to sciàp
ha¡dheld dèvices to usefor the cèñ
sus. How concerneil.á¡e yoü.with
thece¡sus?

A: So much depends on thê census be-

come testi.ffbefore ouf committee. And

.Ai, Ir.ve been here in Cohgress for
decades andit wasn tuntilthe-Republi-
cans tookcontrol of Congress ihì99S,
did-I ever see the numbeiofearmarké
andthe amount of money.goingto ear-
ûlarlß tiat we now see. I.never had peô_
ple^knocking on my door for earm-lrks
before that andif I did, it wæ vewrare,
In \{ashing¡ton:there is a whole indus-
trJ¡created around garmarks ... So I de-
cided..I would just do what lthouÉht.
was theriglittJririgto doinhopes otÏérs'
woylj 

f9!. .o_w along. I had no guarantee,
and-l still donltseepeoplejuinpingoi
the Þandwagon; but I tàink I should dowhatlthinkisright. , -

wg havg the power of subpoena. I{e
laven {.qrrite gone that fa¡. We haven't
been si.rccessful." And someone in the
audience,yelled out, IYou oúght to pay
.him fof his speech.",.. So we dõn,t reaJly
have the carrots, we do have the stick. 

-

Qi Do y_ou:get the feeling that Íf De-
. mocrats üûilr the White House, next
:yerif çauld be oäe of the busiest
yçars u¡ here in histor54

.: .. . :j:

,.4¡.I thilkit is goingto beverybuiyand
.I hopeveryproductive and alot of that
'$ep-ead¡ gnif the piesident will give us
leader:ship on issues ofhèaltnca¡e re-
'fo¡rr¡;jo g9t universaì coverâge, and.to
'Stàrt dêalingwith the most enormous
.ênvironmèntal thieat that we've ever
.had rin. global warming and ciimate
chånge. f think welve gbt to deal with
bothofthoseissues. =

.;
Q: ltf þat about this year?

* \¡fgm3ytrvto sefthestagefortheleg-
islation I am pessimistic abãut the lesi;.
f 
aþn pasqingtlris yea¡, becomingtawl


