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Veterinarian-in-Charge. The veteri-
nary official of APHIS who is assigned
by the Administrator to supervise and
perform the official work of APHIS in
a State or group of States.

[57 FR 54912, Nov. 23, 1992, as amended at 59
FR 40797, Aug. 10, 1994; 60 FR 39842, Aug. 4,
1995; 62 FR 25445, May 9, 1997]
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§161.1 Statement of purpose; perform-
ance of accredited duties in dif-
ferent States.

(a) This subchapter concerns a pro-
gram administered by APHIS to ac-
credit veterinarians and thereby au-
thorize them to perform, on behalf of
APHIS, certain activities specified in
this chapter. This program is intended
to ensure that an adequate number of
qualified veterinarians are available in
the United States to perform such ac-
tivities.

(b) If an accredited veterinarian
wishes to perform accredited duties in
a State other than the State for which
the veterinarian has completed an ori-
entation in accordance with
§161.2(a)(4), the accredited veterinarian
shall so inform the Veterinarian-in-
Charge of the new State. The Veteri-
narian-in-Charge of the new State may
require the accredited veterinarian to
complete, prior to performing any ac-
credited duties in the new State, an
orientation in animal health proce-
dures and issues relevant to the new
State. The Veterinarian-in-Charge
shall review the content of each such
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orientation and shall approve its use
after determining that it includes ade-
quate information about animal health
agencies, regulatory requirements, ad-
ministrative procedures, and animal
disease problems in the new State, to
prepare an accredited veterinarian
from another State to perform accred-
ited duties in the new State. The Vet-
erinarian-in-Charge shall also give the
State Animal Health Official of the
new State an opportunity to review the
contents of the orientation, and invite
him or her to participate in developing
orientation materials and conducting
the orientation.

(¢) An accredited veterinarian may
not perform accredited duties in a
State in which the accredited veteri-
narian is not licensed or legally able to
practice veterinary medicine.

§161.2 Requirements and application
procedures for accreditation.

(a) Initial accreditation. A veteri-
narian may apply for accreditation by
completing an application for accredi-
tation on Form 1-36A, ““Application for
Veterinary Accreditation,” including
certification that the applicant is able
to perform the tasks listed in para-
graph (d) of this section, and submit-
ting it to the Veterinarian-in-Charge in
the State where he or she wishes to
perform accredited duties.

(1) Completed Forms 1-36A received
by a Veterinarian-in-Charge shall be
reviewed by the State Animal Health
Official for the State in which the vet-
erinarian wishes to perform accredited
duties. Within 14 days after receiving
an application, a State Animal Health
Official shall either endorse the appli-
cation or send a written statement to
the Administrator explaining why it
was not endorsed; but if the State Ani-
mal Health Official fails to take one of
these actions within 14 days, the Vet-
erinarian-in-Charge shall proceed to re-
view the application. The Adminis-
trator will review the application and
the written statement, if any, and de-
termine whether the applicant meets
the requirements for accreditation con-
tained in this part.

(2) The Administrator is hereby au-
thorized to accredit a veterinarian
when he or she determines that:
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(i) The veterinarian is a graduate
with a Doctorate of Veterinary Medi-
cine or an equivalent degree (any de-
gree that qualifies the holder to be li-
censed by a State to practice veteri-
nary medicine) from a college of veteri-
nary medicine;

(i) The veterinarian is licensed or le-
gally able to practice veterinary medi-
cine in the State in which the veteri-
narian wishes to perform accredited
duties. APHIS will confirm licensing
status of the applicant by contacting
the State board of veterinary medical
examiners or any similar State organi-
zation that maintains records of veteri-
narians licensed in a State; and,

(iii) The veterinarian has completed
an orientation program approved by
the Veterinarian-in-Charge for the
State in which the veterinarian wishes
to practice, and upon completion of the
orientation, has signed a written state-
ment listing the date and place of ori-
entation, the subjects covered in the
orientation, and any written materials
provided to the veterinarian at the ori-
entation. The Veterinarian-in-Charge
shall also give the State Animal Health
Official an opportunity to review the
contents of the orientation, and invite
him or her to participate in developing
orientation materials and conducting
the orientation. The orientation pro-
gram shall include the following top-
ics:

(A) Federal animal health laws, regu-
lations, and rules;

(B) Interstate movement
ments for animals;

(C) Import and export requirements
for animals;

(D) USDA animal disease eradication
and control programs;

(E) Laboratory support in confirming
disease diagnoses;

(F) Ethical/Professional responsibil-
ities of an accredited veterinarian; and,

(G) Animal health procedures, issues,
and information resources relevant to
the State in which the veterinarian
wishes to perform accredited duties.

(b) Reaccreditation. A veterinarian
whose accreditation has been revoked
may apply for reaccreditation when the
revocation has been in effect for not
less than two years by completing an
application for reaccreditation on
Form 1-36A, ‘‘Application for Veteri-

require-
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nary Accreditation”’, and submitting it
to the Veterinarian-in-Charge of the
State or area where he or she wishes to
perform accredited work.

(1) Completed Forms 1-36A received
by a Veterinarian-in-Charge shall be
reviewed by the State Animal Health
Official for the State in which the vet-
erinarian wishes to perform accredited
duties. Within 14 days after receiving
an application, a State Animal Health
Official shall either endorse the appli-
cation or send a written statement to
the Administrator explaining why it
was not endorsed; but if the State Ani-
mal Health Official fails to take one of
these actions within 14 days, the Vet-
erinarian-in-Charge shall proceed to re-
view the application. The Adminis-
trator will review the application and
the written statement, if any, and de-
termine whether the applicant meets
the requirements for reaccreditation
contained in this part.

(2) The Administrator is hereby au-
thorized to reaccredit a veterinarian
when he or she determines that:

(i) The veterinarian is licensed or le-
gally able to practice veterinary medi-
cine in the State in which the veteri-
narian wishes to perform accredited
duties;

(ii) The veterinarian has completed a
reaccreditation orientation program
approved by the Veterinarian-in-
Charge for the State in which the vet-
erinarian wishes to practice, and upon
completion of the orientation, has
signed a written statement listing the
date and place of orientation, the sub-
jects covered in the orientation, and
any written materials provided to the
veterinarian at the orientation. The
Veterinarian-in-Charge shall also give
the State Animal Health Official an op-
portunity to review the contents of the
reaccreditation orientation, and invite
him or her to participate in developing
orientation materials and conducting
the orientation. The orientation pro-
gram shall include topics addressing
the subject areas which led to loss of
accreditation for the applicant, and
subject areas which have changed since
the applicant lost accreditation; and,

(iii) The professional integrity and
reputation of the applicant support a
conclusion that the applicant will
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faithfully fulfill the duties of an ac-
credited veterinarian in the future. In
making this conclusion, the Adminis-
trator shall review all available infor-
mation about the applicant, including
recommendations of the State Animal
Health Official, and shall consider:

(A) Criminal conviction records ad-
versely reflecting on the honesty or in-
tegrity of the applicant with regard to
the performance or nonperformance of
veterinary medical duties;

(B) Official records of the applicant’s
actions participating in Federal, State,
or local veterinary programs;

(C) Judicial determinations in civil
litigation adversely reflecting on the
integrity of the applicant; and

(D) Any other evidence reflecting on
the professional integrity and reputa-
tion of the applicant.

(c) Reinstatement after suspension. A
veterinarian whose accreditation has
been suspended for less than 6 months
(other than a summary suspension that
is changed to a revocation as a result
of an adjudicatory proceeding) will be
automatically reinstated as an accred-
ited veterinarian upon completion of
the suspension. A veterinarian whose
accreditation has been suspended for 6
months or more must complete a re-
accreditation orientation program in
accordance with paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of
this section before accreditation will
be reinstated.

(d) Tasks which applicants for accred-
ited status must be able to perform. Appli-
cants for accredited status must be
able to:

(1) Perform physical examinations of
individual animals, and visually in-
spect herds or flocks, to determine
whether the animals are free from any
clinical signs suggestive of commu-
nicable disease;

(2) Recognize the common breeds of
livestock so as to be able to record
breed information on official docu-
ments;

(3) Recognize brucellosis tattoos and
calfhood vaccination tags, and deter-
mine the state of origin of eartags, to
properly identify animals in interstate
commerce;

(4) Estimate the age of
using a dental formula;

(5) Apply an eartag, tattoo, backtag,
and legband;

livestock
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(6) Certify the disease status of a
poultry flock with regard to disease
caused by Salmonella enteritidis,
chlamydiosis and exotic Newcastle dis-
ease, by evaluating records of the
flock’s participation in and testing by
Federal and State poultry health pro-
grams;

(7) Properly complete certificates for
domestic and international movement
of animals;

(8) Apply and remove official seals;

(9) Perform a necropsy on livestock;

(10) Recognize clinical signs and le-
sions of exotic animal diseases;

(11) Plan a disease control strategy
for a livestock unit;

(12) Vaccinate for brucellosis and fill
out the vaccination certificate;

(13) Draw and ship blood for testing;

(14) Perform a caudal fold test for tu-
berculosis;

(15) Develop appropriate cleaning and
disinfection plans to control commu-
nicable livestock disease spread; and

(16) Explain basic principles for con-
trol of diseases for which APHIS or
APHIS-State cooperative programs
exist, such as brucellosis, pseudorabies,
and tuberculosis.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0032)

[57 FR 54912, Nov. 23, 1992, as amended at 61
FR 56891, Nov. 5, 1996]

§161.3 Standards for accredited vet-
erinarian duties.

An accredited veterinarian shall per-
form the functions of an accredited
veterinarian only in a State in which
the accredited veterinarian is licensed
or legally able to practice veterinary
medicine. An accredited veterinarian
shall perform the functions of an ac-
credited veterinarian and carry out all
responsibilities under applicable Fed-
eral programs and cooperative pro-
grams subject to direction provided by
the Veterinarian-in-Charge and in ac-
cordance with any regulations and in-
structions issued to the accredited vet-
erinarian by the Veterinarian-in-
Charge, and shall observe the following
specific standards:

(@) An accredited veterinarian shall
not issue a certificate, form, record or
report which reflects the results of any
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