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Pro te s t  a g a i n s t  a n  award t o  a n o t h e r  f i r m  a t  
a h i g h e r  cos t  is academic when t h e  c o n t r a c t  
i n  q u e s t i o n  is t e r m i n a t e d  for  t h e  conven- 
i e n c e  of t h e  government  b e c a u s e  t h e  con- 
t r a c t i n g  agency  d e t e r m i n e d  a f t e r  award t h a t  
a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o f  t h e  w o r k  c o u l d  be 
pe r fo rmed  in -house  a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  s a v i n g s .  

Two f i r m s ,  T e c h n i a r t s  E n g i n e e r s  and C o n t r a c t o r s  and 
Hamil ton  Communicat ions C o n s u l t a n t s ,  I n c . ,  p r o t e s t  t h e  
award of a c o n t r a c t  t o  N o r t h e a s t e r n  Communicat ions 
C o n c e p t s ,  I n c .  u n d e r  r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s  No. 105-23-4-EA, 
i s s u e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  States  I n f o r m a t i o n  Agency ( U S I A )  for 
t h e  d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  of rad io  
broadcast  s t u d i o s .  

W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t s .  

Both  f i r m s  c o n t e n d  t h a t  t h e y  s u b m i t t e d  acceptab le  
t e c h n i c a l  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  were lower i n  cos t  t h a n  
N o r t h e a s t e r n ' s .  They t h e r e f o r e  q u e s t i o n  t h e  l e g a l i t y  of  
t h e  award and  r e q u e s t  o u r  O f f i c e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  mat ter .  

By l e t t e r  d a t e d  October 4 ,  1985,  t h e  U S I A  a d v i s e d  o u r  
o f f i c e  t h a t  on Sep tember  1 3  it had t e r m i n a t e d  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
w i t h  N o r t h e a s t e r n  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  t h e  government .  
The agency  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  from i t s  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o f  t h e  w o r k  ca l l ed  
f o r  by t h e  c o n t r a c t  c o u l d  be pe r fo rmed  in-house  a t  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  s a v i n g s .  The agency  a l so  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  
" r e m a i n s  t o  be d e c i d e d "  w h e t h e r  i t  may f i n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  or 
a d v i s a b l e  t o  have  a n y  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  work pe r fo rmed  by a 
c o n t r a c t o r .  



R-220122; R-220122.2 

s i n c e  t h e  c o n t r a c t  h a s  been t e r m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e  
c o n v e n i e n c e  of t h e  government ,  T e c h n i a r t ' s  and  H a m i l t o n ' s  
p r o t e s t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of t h e  award t o  
N o r t h e a s t e r n  are academic ,  and w e  w i l l  n o t  c o n s i d e r  them. 
Midwest Hold ing  Corp. ,  B-219926, S e p t .  26 ,  1985,  85-2 CPD 
1' - ; H i l l  A v i a t i o n  L o g i s t i c s ,  B-218824, May 1 6 ,  1985,  
85-1 CPD 11 560. 

W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  
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