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Kodiak recycling center receives grant, loan to purchase 
building 
Article published on Tuesday, April 22nd, 2008 
By MISTY MAYNARD 
Mirror Writer 

Today is Earth Day and to celebrate U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer announced 48 communities in 

30 states have been selected to receive more than $164 million in loans and grants to pay for 

infrastructure improvements to help the environment.  

Threshold Recycling in Kodiak will receive a $348,000 low-interest loan and a $41,750 grant from the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development to purchase and renovate the building it now occupies.  

“Earth Day is a great time to make these loans and grants that will help finance much-needed 

improvements to water, sewer and infrastructure systems,” Schafer said. “Strategic investments such as 

the ones announced today also help improve the economy and quality of life in our rural communities.”  

Carol Tracy, a member of the board of directors at Threshold, said purchasing the building allows 

Threshold to expand its business.  

Tracy said there are numerous upgrades planned for the building, including to the roofing and electrical 

system.  

Rick Pillans, plant manager for Threshold Recycling, said the funding is something the organization has 

sought for years. In the past, Threshold moved from place to place and the purchase demonstrates 

Threshold’s commitment to the community, Pillans said.  

Threshold provides jobs and job training opportunities for Kodiak residents with physical and 

developmental disabilities, and Pillans said buying the building will provide a stable work place for those 

employees.  

“This is a huge recognition from a major lending institution,” Pillans said of the funding award. “I want to 

thank everybody for getting us to this point.”  

Mirror writer Misty Maynard can be reached via e-mail at mmaynard@kodiakdailymirror.com.  
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AL - Somerville receives check for $3.7 million for sewer  
  
 
By Ronnie Thomas 
Staff Writer  
 
SOMERVILLE — The U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development used the 
38th anniversary of Earth Day to make Somerville’s day.  
 
Beverly Helton, assistant to the state director for the agency, gave the town a check for 
$3.7 million Tuesday for Phase 1 of Somerville’s sewer system. She said the check 
represents a $2.7 million grant and a $1 million loan.  
 
Mayor Ray Long said the town qualified for 75 percent of the total cost of the project and 
got 73 percent.  
 
“We’re excited about that,” he said. “Most folks don’t get what they qualify for, but we 
came really close. It’s a blessing for us.”  
 
Long said the town has a 40-year-loan with Rural Development for the $1 million at a 4.3 
percent interest.  
 
“This is great for our town,” the mayor said of the sewer system, which he began 
pursuing when he took office in October 2004. “We’ve really needed it for many years. 
The town just couldn’t afford the cost of installing one. Now we can.”  
 
The stretch of pipe for Phase 1 will extend from Sharp Road in Somerville, about a mile 
and a half east of the caution light at Alabama 67 and Alabama 36, to Priceville.  
 
Priceville agreed to treat Somerville’s sewage in November 2006. The 8-inch force main 
line will connect to a 15-inch line at the bottom of Priceville Mountain that serves Cove 
Creek Crossing and Churchill Downs subdivisions.  
 
“We’re requesting that the line run down the north side of Alaba-ma 67 because our 
pumping stations will be on that side of the road,” Long said.  
 
Larry Whitley, president of Ladd Environmental Consultants Inc. of Fort Payne, said the 
project will involve a total of 15.4 miles of pipe. He said that construction should begin in 
six to nine months.  
 
Long said Phase 1 will cover about 262 potential customers and about 30 potential non-
residential customers, including churches and businesses. Connect for free  
 
“Everyone who lives within town limits are required to hook on,” Long said. “Other 
residents may choose to connect if the sewer runs in front of their house. I don’t know 



why they wouldn’t (connect) because for this phase, it’s a free hookup. You get it for free 
now or pay later. For later extensions, the customers will pay a tap fee.”  
 
Long said residents will be able to do away with old septic tanks and field lines, which he 
said are always in need of work.  
 
Somerville already has a $384,000 loan that U.S. Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Tuscaloosa, 
secured from the Environmental Protection Agency for Phase 2. That project will go from 
Sharp Road east to Alabama 67 and Alabama 36.  
 
“There are 52 residences that could be served in that project and 12 non-residential 
customers,” Long said.  
 
Priceville Mayor Melvin Duran, who also serves as sewer superintendent, said, “We’re 
just glad to be a part of this. I think it’s a good decision by our Sewer Board and our 
Town Council that we’ve decided to partner with Somerville.”  
 
Duran said the partnership will lessen the environmental impact on the area. “We will not 
have two separate treatment plants and two separate discharges into the Tennessee 
River,” he said. “It’s just a whole lot better for everyone concerned.”  
 
Helton said Somerville is one of 48 communities in 30 states the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture assisted to mark Earth Day. She said Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer 
announced the total package at more than $185 million in loans and grants.  
 
“While riding around town with Mayor Long, he spoke about going door-to-door 
encouraging residents to sign up and be a user of the system, and showing me the 
boundaries,” she said. “They don’t just run in a straight line. It shows how much he 
knows about his community.”  
 
Helton said that to adequately utilize a $2.7 million grant there first must be a plan. “Then 
you need good leadership and community support,” she said. “I commend you for all of 
that.”  
 
About 50 people attended the presentation ceremony on the lawn of the Old Somerville 
Courthouse. Among them were representatives of Shelby, U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-
Mobile, and Rep. Robert Aderholt, R-Haleyville. Kindergartners from Somerville Baptist 
Church planted a patio peach tree to commemorate Earth Day.  
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DE Officials Announce Nearly $15 Million In 
Upgrades To WWTP  
By JACOB VERDIS -- WMDT 4/22/2008 

Monday, Delaware officials announced nearly 15-million dollars in upgrades to the wastewater 
treatment plant that's under construction in Millsboro. The upgrades will double the sewage 
capacity for the growing town and provide for a much cleaner discharge from the plant into 
the Indian River.  
 
Senator Tom Carper says, "When the water comes out of this wastewater treatment plant 
when this work is done, it's basically clean enough to drink. I don't know that people will be 
lining up to drink it, but it is basically clean enough to drink." 
 
Officials say they expect the new wastewater plant to be up-and-running by the end of 2009.  
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(Jefferson Davis Parish Waterworks District 

#4,  
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(Town of Boonsboro,  

Fahrney-Keedy Memorial Home, Inc) 
 
 
 



Boonsboro, Fahrney-Keedy get $9.2 million loan for wastewater plant upgrade 

By DAN DEARTH (dan.dearth@herald-mail.com) 

 

Marlene Elliott Brown, state director of rural development for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. listens to 
Boonsboro Mayor Charles F. "Skip" Kauffman Jr. during a wastewater funding announcement held Monday at 
Fahrney-Keedy Memorial Home Inc. (Ric Dugan/Staff Photographer) 

 

Marlene Elliott Brown, state director of rural development for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. listens to U.S. 
Rep. Roscoe G. Bartlett, R-Md. during a wastewater funding announcement held Monday at Fahrney-Keedy 
Memorial Home Inc. (Ric Dugan/Staff Photographer) 

 

Boonsboro Councilwoman Natalie Mose jokingly takes a ceremonial check away from ahrney-Keedy Memorial 
Home Inc. CEO Jay Shell after a wastewater funding announcement Monday by the USDA. (Ric Dugan/Staff 
Photographer) 

U.S. Rep. Roscoe G. Bartlett, R-Md., talks about a multimillion dollar loan that the Town of Boonsboro and 
Fahrney-Keedy Memorial Home officials received on Monday to help pay for improvements to their wastewater 
treatment facilities. (Dan Dearth/Reporter) 



BOONSBORO - Federal officials are loaning the Town of Boonsboro and Fahrney-Keedy Memorial 
Home Inc. more than $8 million to help upgrade their wastewater treatment facilities.  

On Monday, Marlene Elliott Brown, state director of rural development for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, presented a check to Boonsboro and Fahrney-Keedy officials for $9.32 million.  

Among the other dignitaries at the ceremony on the Fahrney-Keedy grounds were U.S. Rep. Roscoe 
G. Bartlett, R-Md., and representatives from the offices of U.S. Sens. Barbara A. Mikulski and 
Benjamin L. Cardin, both D-Md.  

Boonsboro received a $5.9 million low-interest loan, which is payable over 40 years, and a $1 
million grant to help pay the $12.5 million cost of replacing the town's wastewater lagoon, said 
Debra Smith, town manager.  

The remaining cost of the project will be paid for using $4.6 million in state aid and $1 million from 
local funds, according to the Maryland Department of the Environment.  

Fahrney-Keedy received a $2.3 million loan to upgrade the wastewater facilities there.  

Jay Shell, president and CEO of Fahrney-Keedy, said the nursing home applied for the loan about 18 
months ago so the facility's wastewater system could be upgraded to meet environmental 
standards.  

Shell said he was pleased after hearing Fahrney-Keedy received the loan.  

"We certainly didn't have that money in the bank," he said.  

Boonsboro Mayor Charles F. "Skip" Kauffman Jr. said he was relieved when he learned the town had 
received the loan and grant. Without federal assistance, Boonsboro, a town of about 3,000 
residents, could not afford to upgrade its wastewater treatment system, he said.  

"Trust me, it will be put to good use," Kauffman said. "We'll be spending it as soon as we get it."  

Kauffman said he hoped tax revenue from future developments would pay off a majority of the loan.  

Bartlett said the primary benefactor of the wastewater projects in Boonsboro would be the 
Chesapeake Bay.  

"The effluent from our wastewater treatment here goes into our streams and eventually flows into 
the bay ...," he said. "I'm really pleased we're helping the environment. I'm doubly pleased our tax 
dollars are coming home." 
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City Secures Funding for New Wastewater Treatment Plant    
Written by Jennifer Osborn     

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

 
ELLSWORTH — The city will begin work to construct a new wastewater treatment plant next month thanks to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, which awarded the city $10 million in funding Tuesday at the Union River Harbor 
park. 

“It’s a very exciting day for us,” said City Manager Michelle Beal. The city has been working on securing funds for 
nearly four years, she said. 

USDA Rural Development State Director Michael Aube said the funding includes a $6 million loan and a $4 million 
grant. 

A new plant is one requirement in a consent agreement the city authorized with the Maine Department of 
Environmental Protection. 

A significant violation has been an illegal bypass at the city’s wastewater treatment plant, which has been sending 
untreated wastewater into the Union River during heavy rain events. 

The Maine Department of Marine Resources has closed the Union River Bay to shellfish harvesting intermittently 
over the last several years due to high levels of fecal coliform. 

The problems in the Union River have affected other communities, including the town of Surry.  

Beal thanked, among several people, the citizens of Hancock County who raised concerns about the river and 
asked questions about the process the city’s process in building a new plant. 

The projected cost of the new plant is $14 million. Beal noted at a City Council meeting last winter that the estimate 
is three years old and costs for fuel and building materials have since risen. 

The city intends to build the new plant on a site off the Bayside Road. 
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Kildee announces funds to repair Buena Vista 
sewers 
USDA Approves $9 Million Loan 

 

Posted: Thursday, April 24, 2008 at 4:52 p.m. 

Washington, D.C. - Congressman Dale E. Kildee (D-MI) announced today that Buena 
Vista Township would be receiving a $9 million loan to fund a survey and the 
rehabilitation of Buena Vista’s inundated sewer system. The loan, approved by the 
United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development office, will fund the total 
project cost of a sewer evaluation program, a flow monitoring program and sub 
catchments rehabilitation.   

“Buena Vista is in great need of sewer modernization. The current system was never 
meant to accommodate the volume that is struggles to manage today,” said Kildee.   

Excessive storm water flows caused by wet weather events have overwhelmed the 
system in the past. Flow exceeding the basin’s storage capacity results in the release 
of untreated wastewater into the Saginaw River.   

The sanitary sewer system in Buena Vista is aged and in disrepair. Cracked and 
leaking pipes, designed to handle sanitary sewage alone, now admit both 
groundwater and storm water as well, increasing the volume and flow. The program 
will locate and evaluate sources of groundwater and storm water entering the 
system. After the initial evaluations are completed, four sub catchments will be 
rehabilitated. The sanitary sewer system will serve 2,349 residential users and 177 
commercial users.  

“Sewage overflows pose a substantial challenge not only to the healthy environment 
of Buena Vista, but also to the health of its citizens,” said Kildee. 

 
 
 



 

Feds pipe money to Pinconning 
Township for sewer project 
Wednesday, April 23, 2008  
By TOM GILCHRIST 
tgilchrist@bc-times.com | 894-9649  
The federal government will help Pinconning Township pay $2.5 million for the township's first residential 
sewer lines. Reg Huebner will pull out his checkbook, too.  
''We need this and we've needed it for a long time,'' said Huebner, 78, who lives with his wife, Carol, along 
Center Drive in the Garden Acres subdivision.  
''If teachers or other professional people move to the area and look for a home, they want water and sewer 
lines,'' Reg Huebner said.  
 
So do entrepreneurs looking to develop businesses, said Sharon M. Stalsberg, supervisor of Pinconning 
Township, population 2,546.  
U.S. Department of Agriculture officials visited the township Tuesday to announce that they've given 
Pinconning Township $1.85 million in loans and $645,000 in grant money for the project.  
Stalsberg estimated construction will begin in August.  
New sewer lines will serve several businesses and about 88 homes, including those in Garden Acres, 
Fenton and Riverside Meadows subdivisions.  
''The residents want to have the sewer lines extended, and this will be the first sanitary sewer service for any 
residents in the township,'' Stalsberg said.  
The project calls for expansion and renovation of a system of lagoons serving a McDonald's restaurant and 
The Cheese House diner and bowling alley near the Interstate 75 and Pinconning Road intersection.  
The project includes a pumping station, and will  
 
run sewer lines from Seven Mile Road on the west to the area of Center Drive, near the city of Pinconning, 
on the east.  
Sewage from the subdivisions will get pumped to the lagoons for treatment.  
''Most of our neighbors want the project,'' Carol Huebner said.  

 
Reg Huebner figures it will cost the couple about $15,000 for improvements allowing them to hook into the 
new township sewer system.  
''We've had to replace our septic system once and the people across the street, too, have had problems with 
their septic systems,'' added Reg Huebner.  
Some township residents, though, don't plan to pay for the sewer-line extension to their homes.  
David Moenaert, who lives along Suburban Street in the Fenton subdivision, said residents along his street 
opted out of the project.  
''Everybody else on my street had good septic systems except me, and I just had mine installed, so it should 
be good for 30 years,'' Moenaert said.  
 
 



 
 
 
 

MINNESOTA 
(Blomkest-Svea Sewer Project, 

City of Odessa) 
 

 
 



 
National USDA Official Visits Blomkest for Earth Day 

Celebration and Check Presentation 
$1,863,000 Rural Development loan and grant combination will help build 

new wastewater treatment system 
 
BLOMKEST, Minn., April 22 – The city of Blomkest and community of Svea will soon 
be up to pollution control standards thanks to a little help from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Rural Development program. 
 
Curtis Anderson, Deputy Administrator of Rural Development’s Utilities Programs in 
Washington D.C., visited Blomkest today to award a $1,011,000 low-interest loan and 
$852,000 grant to help the two communities build a centralized sanitary sewer collection 
and treatment system. The event was part of Rural Development’s annual Earth Day 
celebration, where national officials visit rural communities that have been proactive in 
working toward a cleaner planet. 
 
“This is my second visit to Minnesota to celebrate Earth Day and projects like this make 
me want to return again next year,” Anderson said. “These are two communities that 
teamed up to address a serious problem. The result is a healthier planet and better 
infrastructure for residents. We need to encourage these types of partnerships throughout 
rural America.” 
 
Blomkest and Svea, a community in Whitefield Township, formed a joint powers board 
to address the wastewater treatment issue. Residents currently have individual septic 
systems which are not up to requirements. The new system will feature two lift stations, 
two grinder stations and a pond-based treatment system. The project will take 25,000 feet 
of six-inch force main pipe, 13,850 feet of 8-inch sewer pipe and a 20-acre pond. 
 
The total cost of the project is estimated at over $3.3 million. Other funding sources 
include over $1 million in grants from the State of Minnesota’s Wastewater Infrastructure 
Fund and a $400,000 Small Cities Development Block Grant from the Department of 
Employment and Economic Development. 
 
The new system will serve 757 residents. 
 
“Strong infrastructure means a cleaner environment and improved quality of life,” said 
Steve Wenzel, State Director of Rural Development in Minnesota. “At USDA Rural 
Development, we carry out President Bush’s vision of a strong rural America. Strong 
partnerships make achieving that vision easier. We partnered with state agencies to 
secure financing and Blomkest and Svea partnered to best meet the needs of their 
residents.” 
 



USDA Rural Development has invested over $3.5 billion throughout rural Minnesota 
since 2001. Financing is available for housing, healthcare, emergency response, 
renewable energy, telecommunications and other infrastructure and economic 
development projects.  
 
For more information, visit www.rurdev.usda.gov/mn, or call the local office in Willmar 
at (320) 235-5612, ext. 4. 
 

 



 
National USDA Official Visits Odessa for Earth Day 

Celebration and Check Presentation 
$811,500 Rural Development loan and grant combination will help upgrade 

wastewater treatment system 
 
ODESSA, Minn., April 22 – The clay sanitary sewer tiles in Odessa’s wastewater 
treatment system were performing poorly and causing maximum daily flows to exceed 
permit limitations. It was time for a new system and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Rural Development program stepped in to help make it happen. 
 
Curtis Anderson, Deputy Administrator of Rural Development’s Utilities Programs in 
Washington D.C., visited Odessa today to award a $558,500 grant and $223,000 low-
interest loan to help the city replace the current tile system with sealed PVC pipe and 
build two new lift stations. The event was part of Rural Development’s annual Earth Day 
celebration, where national officials visit rural communities that have been proactive in 
working toward a cleaner planet. 
 
“It’s partnerships like these that contribute to a cleaner planet,” Anderson said. “Several 
organizations came together here to help Odessa address a serious problem. The result 
will be a modern system that not only is environmentally friendly, but also goes a long 
way toward improving the area’s quality of life and economic outlook.” 
 
The project will cost about $1.4 million with other financing provided by a $588,500 
grant from the State of Minnesota’s Wastewater Infrastructure Fund. 
 
The new system will have 10,330 feet of eight-inch sanitary sewer pipe, 2,850 feet of six-
inch force main pipe and two lift stations. It will serve 113 residents, meet permit 
requirements and eliminate the infiltration and inflows that plagued the old system.  
 
“Odessa deserves credit for being proactive and contributing to a healthier planet” said 
Steve Wenzel, State Director of Rural Development in Minnesota. “At USDA Rural 
Development, we carry out President Bush’s vision of a strong rural America. One way 
to help the President’s vision become reality is to invest in infrastructure and that is 
exactly what we do at Rural Development.” 
 
USDA Rural Development has invested over $3.5 billion throughout rural Minnesota 
since 2001. Financing is available for housing, healthcare, emergency response, 
renewable energy, telecommunications and other infrastructure and economic 
development projects.  
 
For more information, visit www.rurdev.usda.gov/mn, or call the local office in Willmar 
at (320) 235-5612, ext. 4. 
 



 
 

 
 
MEMBERS OF THE ODESSA CITY COUNCIL proudly accept a check from the USDA Rural Development 

for $811,500 to upgrade the city’s wastewater collection system.  The presentation was made on Earth Day, 

Tuesday, Apr. 22 at the Odessa City Hall.  Pictured above from left to right are Curtis Anderson-Deputy 

Administrator of USDA Rural Development’s utilities Programs in Washington, D.C.; Steve Wentzel-USDA 

Rural Development State Director; USDA representative Mike Hinrichsen; Odessa Mayor Cathy Teske; 

USDA Representative Bill Slininger; Odessa City Councilman Lon Moen; Brenda Elmer representing 

Senator Norm Coleman’s office; Odessa City Councilman Gale Adolph; USDA Representative from Willmar 

Kevin Friesen, Odessa City Councilman Verden Gerber and Big Stone County Commissioner Howard 

Janssen.  
 
Rural Development presents check to City of Odessa 
 
The clay sanitary sewer tiles in Odessa’s wastewater treatment system were 
performing poorly and causing maximum daily flows to exceed permit limitations.  It 
was time for a new system and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural 
Development program stepped in to help make it happen. 
Curtis Anderson, Deputy Administrator of Rural Development's Utilities Programs in 
Washington D.C., visited Odessa on Tuesday, Apr. 22 to award a $588,500 grant 
and $223,000 low-interest loan to help the city replace the current tile system with 
sealed PVC pipe and build two new lift stations.  The event was part of Rural 
Development’s annual Earth Day celebration, where national officials visit rural 
communities that have been proactive in working toward a cleaner planet. 



It’s partnerships like these that contribute to a cleaner planet,” Anderson said.  
“Several organizations came together here to help Odessa address a serious 
problem. The result will be a modern system that not only is environmentally friendly, 
but also goes a long way toward improving the area’s quality of life and economic 
outlook.” 
The project will cost about $1.4 million with other financing provided by  a $588,500 
grant from the State of Minnesota’s Wastewater Infrastructure Fund. 
Odessa Mayor Cathy Teske expressed her appreciation to those involved in making 
this possible. 
“I want to thank all those involved for making this project possible,” said Teske.  
“Thank you to Rural Development for being here today to present the check to get 
the project started.”  They hope to begin work on the sanitary sewer system 
sometime this fall. 
The new system will have 10,330 feet of eight-inch sanitary sewer pipe, 2,850 feet of 
six-inch force main pipe and two lift stations.  It will serve 113 residents, meet permit 
requirements and eliminate the infiltration and inflows that plagued the old system. 
“Odessa deserves credit for being proactive and contributing to a healthier planet,” 
said Steve Wenzel, State Director of Rural Development in Minnesota.  “At USDA 
Rural Development, we carry out President Bush’s vision of a strong rural America.  
One way to help the President’s vision become reality is to invest in infrastructure 
and that is exactly what we do at Rural Development.” 
Approximately 30 people were in attendance for the check presentation, including 
Mike Hinrichsen, Bill Slininger and Kevin Friesen representing Rural Development; 
Odessa City Council members Lon Moen, Gale Adolph and Verdon Gerber; Big 
Stone County Commissioner Howard Janssen; and Brenda Elmer, representing 
Senator Norm Coleman’s office.  
USDA Rural Development has invested over $3.5 billion throughout rural Minnesota 
since 2001.  Financing is available for housing, healthcare, emergency response, 
renewable energy, telecommunications and other infrastructure and economic 
development projects. 
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Spirit Lake Nation celebrates 
Earth Day with unique ceremony 
By Louise Oleson - Managing Editor 
Published: Friday, April 25, 2008 11:56 AM CDT 
 

It was a ceremony 
complete with music 
from the Minnewaukan 
students, the Rhythm 
Riders drum group, 
invocation by Father 
Paul Ruge of St. Michael 
and a welcome from 
Spirit Lake Chairwoman 
Myra Pearson. Hundreds 
of people from the 
surrounding 
communities and 
dignitaries from as far 
away as Washington 
D.C. and Washington 
state gathered for a 
special Earth Day 
ceremony. 
 
All held in an unlikely place - a solid waste facility. 
 
The brand new three-million dollar facility is located on the Spirit Lake Reservation 
and will serve the people there for the next 50 years receiving and compressing 
garbage into containers for transport to the Sawyer Landfill. 

Following the welcome and opening remarks of those on the program the facility was 
blessed and trees were planted in the fenced-in yard. 
 
The theme of the day was celebrating Mother Earth and Pearson explained how 
grateful she was for all those who helped plan and build the new facility. 
 
Curtis R. Anderson, Deputy Administrator for the Rural Utilities, USDA in Washington 

 

Spirit Lake Nation Chairwoman Myra Pearson extends her welcome to the 
participants in an Earth Day celebration dedicating the new waste transfer 

building for the Spirit Lake community. 



DC was impressed with the day and even lent a hand in planting the trees in spite of 
the 35û temperatures, rain and a stiff North Dakota breeze. He handed Pearson a 
check for $1,000,000 - federal funding to aid in the project. 

“Four grants totaling $1 million have been awarded to the Spirit Lake Tribe,” 
Anderson said. “Only working together can we ensure that the environment we leave 
our children and grand children is a healthy and strong inheritance. We only get one 
chance to do this right.” 
 
With today’s announcement, Rural Development congratulated the Spirit Lake Tribe 
and its community for making improvements to their solid waste management 
system. The old system was inefficient and the waste needed to be handled three 
times before being disposed of at Devils Lake, 13 miles away, which was the nearest 
transfer station to the reservation. 
 
This project is meant to improve the activity of the solid waste management for the 
Spirit Lake Tribe and the community. 

A communication from the USDA state director Clare Carlson said “USDA Rural 
Development is proud to be a partner in this project along with other environmental 
and health improvement projects.” 
 
The solid waste management facility was constructed in three phases. Rural 
Development awarded four water/waste Native American set-aside grants totaling $1 
million to the tribe to construct a solid waste transfer station, an inert disposal site 
and the purchase of solid waste equipment. 
 
The new dump and facility is slated to serve the four communities of Spirit Lake for 
the next 50 years. 

Total cost of the project is estimated at $2,246,508. Other sources of funding include 
$1,125,500 from IHS and $121,008 from the Spirit Lake Tribe. 
 
The day concluded with a catered meal of roast beef and an open house continued 
until 3 p.m. so visitors could tour the facility. 

 



Spirit Lake reservation has new waste 
transfer station... 
Apr 25 2008 8:04AM 
Associated Press 

 

Spirit Lake reservation has new waste transfer station 
 
FORT TOTTEN, N.D. (AP) Spirit Lake reservation residents have been hauling 
waste 13 miles to a transfer station in Devils Lake for the past 10 years. Now they 
have a new waste station of their own. 
 
It was dedicated yesterday as part of the federal Earth Day observance. 
 
The waste transfer station cost more than 2 million dollars, including new trucks. 
The money came from USDA's Rural Development program, the federal Indian 
Health Services and the tribe. 
 
Volunteers and work crews collected 55 tons of garbage in the two days, during 
Earth Day events on the reservation. 
 
The tribe has started an annual award called the Clean Earth Community 
Member of the Year. 
 
Andrew Morin, who got the first award yesterday, helped start a community 
service program to pick up trash. Morin has been the Spirit Lake reservation's 
Fish and Wildlife Department director for the past eight years. 
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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND REPUBLICAN CITY 
CELEBRATE FUNDING OF $2.2 MILLION FOR WATER 

IMPROVEMENTS 
 

Republican City, Neb., April 22, 2008 — USDA Rural Development and the residents 
of Republican City celebrated in honor of Earth Day, the funding of a $2.2 million water 
improvement project.  The improvements will ensure a dependable supply of safe 
drinking water to the 209 residents of the village. 

 
“Water is one of our earth’s most precious natural resources and we need to make a 
concerted effort to preserve this resource for generations to come,” stated Scot Blehm, 
state director for USDA Rural Development in Nebraska.  “Rural Development is pleased 
to assist Republican City with their water system improvements that will bring a reliable 
supply of safe, potable water to its’ residents.” 
 
USDA Rural Development presented a ceremonial check to the Village for a $1,017,000 
loan and $695,000 grant provided via the Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant 
program.  A Community Development Block Grant of $250,000 and Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund loan and grant totaling $200,000 completed the funding needed.   
 
“Thank you to the USDA Rural Development, CDBG and SRF for coming to the aid of 
Republican City.  With their assistance, the Village Board is now able to go ahead with 
the development of a new well field to provide the residents with safe, potable water,” 
stated Wayne Lutjeharms, chairperson for the Village of Republican City.   
 
The Village of Republican City’s municipal water system is under an Administrative 
Order for high nitrates resulting in a new water source being needed to bring the system 
back into compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act.  The Village considered several 
alternatives for their water source needs and determined a new well field to be the best 
solution.  Republican City also experiences problems with maintaining adequate water 
pressures throughout the entire community caused by the existing storage facility needing 
major repairs and maintenance and the lack of necessary height to maintain the pressures 
needed.  A new 100,000 gallon storage tank will be developed to resolve the water 
pressure issue.  Other water system improvements will include the installation of 228 
water meters and system controls. 
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              USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT CELEBRATES EARTH DAY 
 
Carson City, NV – April 22, 2008 – Larry Smith, State Director for USDA Rural Development  
hosted an Earth Day celebration ceremony at the Gerlach/Johnson Schools and Gerlach 
Community Garden in Gerlach NV today.    The event was to celebrate Earth Day and also present 
a big check to the Gerlach General Improvement District in the amount of $791,360.00 for 
improvements on the Town of Gerlach’s wastewater system which is being funded with a USDA 
Rural Development Water and Environmental Loan and Grant. 
 
Events of the day included poster presentations by the student body of the Gerlach/Johnson 
Schools with the theme of “What Does Earth Day Mean to Gerlach and Its Citizens”.   Nevada 
Department of Environmental Protection and Nevada Rural Water Association employees 
presented inter action  ground water modeling demonstrations with the student body.   Kevin 
Kirkeby, Rural Director for Senator John Ensign and Matt Tuma, Regional Representative for 
Senator Harry Reid were on hand during the activities.    Matt Tuma, Regional Representative for 
Senator Harry Reid presented certificates to the Gerlach School and the Gerlach  General 
Improvement District.  Dean Heller’s office also sent certificates to the teachers of the 
Gerlach/Johnson Schools for their role in celebrating Earth Day 2008.    A donated tree was 
planted at the Community Garden in honor of the celebration. 
 
Gerlach GID contacted USDA Rural Development following a report from the Nevada Department 
of Environmental Protection Bureau of Water Pollution Control concerning needed improvements 
to the wastewater system.  Rural Development is able to fund this project in part with their Water 
and Environmental Programs. 
 
USDA Rural Development funds will be used for improvements to the Town of Gerlach’s 
wastewater collection and treatment systems.  System improvements include the lining of two of 
the four waste stabilization ponds as required by the State of Nevada, Department of 
Environmental Protection, improvements to the head works which include the installation of 
isolation valves and the replacement of the lift station and controls.    The Gerlach GID serves 127 
residential and commercial customers who will directly benefit from the improvements to the 
system.  The improvements will assist the Gerlach GID in meeting the compliance requirements of 
the Nevada Department of Environmental Protection and most importantly protection of the 
groundwater in the area.   
 
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing 
economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, 
Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in 
homeownership, business development and critical community and utility infrastructure.  For more 
information about the Community Facility loan and grant programs and other USDA Rural 
Development programs visit our website at:   www.rurdev.usda.gov.  USDA Rural Development 
has three offices located in Nevada:  Elko Local Office, (775) 738-8468 x 4; Las Vegas Local 
Office, (702)262-9047 x 4; and the State and Area Office located in Carson City at (775)887-1222. 
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USDA Rural Development Awards Nuangola Borough Sewer Authority 

 $6.1 Million in Earth Day Celebration  
 
Nuangola, PA – April 21, 2008 – On the occasion of the 38th anniversary of Earth Day, 
that is observed annually to inspire awareness of and appreciation for the environment, 
USDA Rural Development highlighted its award to Nuangola Borough Sewer Authority 
of over $6.1 million for a new sewer system.   Water and wastewater funds, that benefit 
communities by providing a cleaner environment, are obligated year around by Rural 
Development.  Congressman Paul E. Kanjorski (PA-11) and Rural Development Area 
Director, Jack Kauffman, presented the ceremonial check to Sam Castellino, Authority 
Chairman.   
 
“I am very pleased that for Earth Day, we have the opportunity to announce over $6.1 
million from the USDA to create a new sewer system which will help about 400 homes in 
Nuangola,” said Congressman Kanjorski.  “I am proud to have helped reach out to the 
USDA to encourage them to provide this needed funding.  Without support programs 
such as those offered by USDA, small communities like Nuangola might not have the 
funding to afford projects of this magnitude.  I believe that it is vitally important to 
continue to build our infrastructure, and through such projects, also continue to protect 
the environment.” 
 
"Rural Development is proud to be able to partner with Nuangola to provide wastewater 
services to help the residents with the financial burden associated with such a project and 
to help protect the natural environment of the area," said Jack Kauffman, Area Director. 
 
A Rural Development loan of $3,114,000 and a grant of $3,032,600 will be used by 
Nuangola Borough Sewer Authority to construct a low pressure wastewater collection 
system to be built in Nuangola.   Treatment will be by neighboring Mountain Top Area 
Sewer Authority’s existing sewage treatment facility and will serve approximately 400 
equivalent dwelling users.  The total project cost is $6,958,600 that includes a $812,000 
connection/tap fee.  The new system will replace the Borough’s existing waste disposal 
and treatment that consists of on-lot septic systems and cesspools, some of which are 
malfunctioning and cannot be repaired.                                                                                                                
 
USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal agency for rural development needs 
by offering financial and technical assistance to individuals, businesses and communities.   
USDA Rural Development programs include funding for day care centers, fire trucks and 
other community facility projects; the purchase, construction or repair of homes;  loans 
and guarantees to rural businesses to save or create jobs and renewable energy; and loans 
and grants for water and sewer utility projects.  For more information on programs 
offered by USDA Rural Development, contact the Pennsylvania State Office at (717) 
237-2299 or visit its website at www.rurdev.usda.gov/pa.  
 
 
 



 
Pictured in the photo from left to right are:  Attorney Charles Shea, Vice-Chairman; David Pekar, 
Treasurer; Congressman Paul Kanjorski (PA-11th); Sam Castellino, Chairman; Rural Development's Mike 
Angerson, Area Specialist and Jack Kauffman, Area Director; Mayor Norman Rule, John Kochan, Sewer 
Authority and Borough Council member. 
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Chattanooga Times Free Press 4/28/08 Alexander Lauds Addition Of 382 Acres To 
Chattanooga Park  
posted April 21, 2008  

Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-Tn.), taking part Monday morning in the dedication of almost 
400 acres of additional land to the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park, 
called on Congress to highlight Earth Day by supporting legislation that would reduce 
fuel costs while supporting conservation of the Great American Outdoors.   

“We can take action to lower fuel prices while building new city parks,” said Alexander, 
chairman of the Senate Republican Conference. “In 2006, Congress passed my legislation 
that dedicated one-eighth of the conservation royalties raised by certain new offshore 
drilling to our great outdoors so we could increase our energy supply while leaving more 
open spaces for future generations. This legislation allows us to replicate the sort of 
conservation we’ve been able to achieve with the Chattanooga park all across America, 
while helping to reign in gas prices.”  

As a long time conservationist and member of the Environment and Public Works 
Committee, Alexander was an original cosponsor of S. 3711, the Gulf of Mexico Energy 
Security Act of 2006, which became law in December 2006. This legislation took 12.5 
percent of royalties received as a consequence of producing oil and natural gas on the 
Outer Continental Shelf and sent them to the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF). Since then, Congress has appropriated these funds for local projects.   

Congress established the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) in 1964 to meet 
America's needs for outdoor recreation opportunities, wildlife habitat conservation and 
open space. During its first 40 years, LWCF provided more than 40,000 grants to state 
and local governments, and LWCF sites can be found in 94 percent of America’s 
counties.  

Alexander participated in an event to celebrate the conservation of Lookout Mountain 
battlefield lands in Wauhatchie as part of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National 
Military Park, which has received funding from LWCF.   

He also joined Rep. Zach Wamp (R-Tn.), USDA Rural Development State Director Mary 
Ruth Tackett, Mayor Herbert Hood, local leaders, and students from Copper Basin 
Elementary School to announce a federal investment of $800,000 to complete funding for 
a new safe, reliable wastewater treatment system for families and businesses in 
Copperhill and southeast Polk County in Tennessee. The celebration included an Earth 
Day tree-planting.  

“Egypt has the pyramids, Italy has its art, and the United States has the Great American 
Outdoors,” Alexander said. “I grew up surrounded by the beauty of our outdoors in the 
foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains. Future generations won’t be as lucky, however, 
if we don’t take action to preserve our wilderness. Conserving our natural resources must 
be a priority if we want to ensure that the Great American Outdoors is still there for our 
children and grandchildren.” 
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Holcombe's sewer project gets help 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008; Posted: 09:21 AM  
 

HOLCOMBE, Apr 23, 2008 (The Leader-Telegram - McClatchy-Tribune Information Services via 
COMTEX) -- -- Sue Larson, a rural development specialist with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, told a 
group of 15 Holcombe students Tuesday about the importance of upgrading the aging wastewater treatment 
plant in the area.  

"It's appropriate on Earth Day, as you are thinking about the environment, to talk about clean 
drinking water," Larson said.  

The USDA Rural Development office presented the Lake Holcombe Sanitary District with a 
check Tuesday to help pay for the $2.4 million project to replace the existing system. About 
$1.6 million of the money is in grant dollars, Larson said.  

"That's almost unheard of for a sewer project in Wisconsin," she said.  

Frank Frassetto, state director of the USDA Rural Development office, said upgrades to the 
sanitary system will benefit residents and the environment.  

"We need to find a way to make the smallest human footprint as possible," Frassetto said. 
"Lake Holcombe Sanitary District was selected for Earth Day recognition because of the impact 
it will have toward a cleaner environment and better quality of life for area residents when the 
project is completed."  

USDA Rural Development is supplying $1.535 million toward the project, with another 
$954,000 coming from federal dollars that U.S. Rep. David Obey, D-Wausau, obtained for the 
area last year.  

Jeff Anders, sanitary district president, said the current facility was built in 1979.  

"Almost from the time it was built, there were problems," he said.  

In the 13 years Anders has been on the board, the system was overloaded all but one year, he 
said.  

"Right now, we have a stabilization pond system," Anders said. "It seeps into the ground when 
we finish treating it. We are showing some contamination in the ground around the treatment 
facility."  

The fear is that contamination from the sanitation plant could affect private wells and drinking 
water in the area, he said.  

The present system can handle 25,000 gallons of water daily. The upgraded facility will be 
able to process 70,000 gallons of water daily. Long-term, it will be able to handle 100,000 
gallons a day, Anders said.  

"We'll have almost three times the capacity we do now," Anders said.  

The system has 120 users.  

"The largest, of course, is the school," Anders said. "We don't have any industrial users and a 
few commercial users."  

The geographic size of the sanitary district will expand with the planned facility upgrade, 
allowing any new businesses along Highway 27 to be part of the system, Anders said.  

 
 

 


