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Tropical Timbers of the World

Tropicd timbels are now an established parof the U.S.
marketplace. Sincghe early 1960s,U.S. tropical lumber
imports increasd fourfold, ard plywood imports (primarily
from Asian sourcéssoarel fortyfold, to the point where
plywood imports equal domestic productioBy contrast,
log importsdecreased drasticalljrom 100 million board
fee (450,0@ m3)(log scale) in the 1950sto 14 million
(63,000 m3) in 198 Much of the world timber tradeis now
processed material.

A comprehensive reference book published the U.S.
Department b Agriculture, Forest Service, describabke
array of tropical woa specis ard specie groupings now
available to U.S. processors.Tropical Timbers of the
World, Agriculture Handbok 607, describes 370 specieb
tropical treesand thei characteristis ard uses The 464-
page book includessoftwoods, hardwoogsdecorative
species and utility woods from three geographicahreas:

Tropical America, Africa, and Southeast Asia and Oceania.

Author Martin Chudnoff, formerly of ¢hUSDA Foreg Service,

Foreg Producs Laboratory, compiled and synthesized data from
world literature and spent more than 30 years studying tropical

woods.

Information on thespecis ard specis grouping includes
scientific ard common names distribution, general
characteristicsweight, mechanicaproperties and current
uses. A section of comparatitables on specific properties
and end usefllows theindividual speciegntriesgrouped
by geographic origin.The bookincludesan index of trade
names and importantomma namescross-referencedo

scientific names and geographic region.

Tropical Timbes provides researchers, tropical wood

processors ard importers with an invaluable well-

increag the demandfor more adequat scientific ard
technical data on these woods and their applications.

Planalto forestin Rio Curua-Unaregion, Brazil Abou 6
percent of the volume is in species considgrdehse than U.S.
commercial woods (basic specific gravity over 0.70).

Degradation of wood products due attadk by deca fungi and
insectsis an ever-present hazaid thetropics Construction
lumber imported into Puerto Rico is treated with wood-
preserving salts and then stacked for air drying.

Copies of Agriculture Handbook 607 are available from:
U.S. Department of Commerce

National Technical Information Service (NTIS)

5285 Port Royal Rd.

Springfield, VA 22161

Order No.: PB85-156917

Cost: $86.50 + $5 S&H (U.S.); $174 + $10 S&H (non-U.S.)

organized referenceThe easiy used book assembles Phone: (800) 553-6847

detailed datanat previouslyaccessibldo mog users. The
continuel growth in lumber imposgfrom tropical areasvill
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