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Properties and Use of Wood, Composites, and Fiber Products

Hardwoods for Structural Lumber

reductions in timber harvefbom Federalland in the West
have increased interest imsing local species,including
hardwoods.

Structural lumber can bgroducedusing hardwood species

in mills thathave traditionally used softwoapecies. It can

also be produced in traditional hardwood mills interested in

diversifying their product mix. Althoughnot generally

available,mechanically gradetlardwood structuralumber

can be producedsing the samprocedures as for softwood

species. Mill ownersmust examine all variables of

i 8 economic feasibility, such as log and stumpage prices, yields
| iy = ‘ and product values, processing costs, amcheededapital

Structural lumber produced from hardwood species may beinvegments.

economically competitive as lower quality hardwodicome

more abundant and research resolves technical problems. For more information contact:
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forests,lower quality hardwoodsnot well suited for these
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expected profit margin. These economic questions are further

complicated byconsumer tendency to stayith familiar

products.

Despite thisthe outlookfor hardwood structurdumber has
never been morefavorable. Increasing demandboth
domesic and international, for dimension lumber and
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