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OVERVIEW HEALTH COMMUNICATION ADVANTAGES WHAT WATER PROGRAMS CAN LEARN

O Incorporate social science and communication theories
into strategic planning of water programs. And do this
seriously by applying appropriate theory to specific problems.

Health communication programs have a longer tradition of theoretical
Public health communication programs have for decades led underpinnings borrowed largely from social psychology, persuasion
environmental/natural resources programs in (1) Breadth and depth of research, and more recently communication models. Health
theory-based programming; (2) Empirical examination of research promotion specifically has relied to some extent on formal and
guestions and testing of hypotheses; (3) Application of social science information education concepts. O Take advantage of successful “social marketing” tools from
research tools aimed at formative, process, and summative evaluation other fields, notably health, which has see the most
efforts; and (4) Direct application of theory and research findings to applications in recent years.
program policies and strategies.

Similarly, health programs have benefitted from decades of



	Toward More Effective Water Resources Information Programs: Lessons Learned from Health CommunicationGarrett O’Keefe (Colora

