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Three ExamplesThree Examples::
1.1. Upper Pearl River Watershed Upper Pearl River Watershed 

Advisory Group (MS)Advisory Group (MS)
2.2. Luxapallila Creek Watershed Luxapallila Creek Watershed 

Alliance (MS)Alliance (MS)
3.3. Linking Coastal Watersheds: A Linking Coastal Watersheds: A 

Pilot Project on Collaboration Pilot Project on Collaboration 
Linking Inland and Coastal Water Linking Inland and Coastal Water 
Resources Management Systems in Resources Management Systems in 
the Tennesseethe Tennessee--Tombigbee and Tombigbee and 
Mobile Bay Basin (MS and AL)Mobile Bay Basin (MS and AL)



Upper Pearl River Upper Pearl River -- WAGWAG::

• www.upperpearl.org
• About 20 participating 

governments, agencies, 
and organizations

• Established in March 
2004 with an MOU

• Funded by EPA and 
MS Dept. Environmental 
Quality



Upper Pearl River Upper Pearl River -- WAGWAG::
• The Pearl River Valley Water 

Supply District (PRVWSD) is 
the state agency managing 
the 33,000-acre Ross Barnett 
Reservoir. 

• Ross Barnett is Mississippi’s 
largest surface water 
impoundment, providing 
drinking water for the state’s 
capital city, Jackson.

• PRVWSD was lead partner in 
developing the UPR-WAG.



Upper Pearl River Upper Pearl River -- WAGWAG::
• UPR-WAG was organized 

to better integrate SDA 
and CWA programs in the 
Upper Pearl Basin and 
avoid duplication of data 
collection efforts

• Fact sheet and logo (left) 
was created and used to 
recruit additional 
stakeholders and 
publicize group’s mission 
and efforts



Luxapallila Creek Watershed AllianceLuxapallila Creek Watershed Alliance

UPR-WAG was such a success that a similar effort 
was begun in the Luxapallila Creek Watershed



Luxapallila Creek Watershed AllianceLuxapallila Creek Watershed Alliance
• Also funded by EPA and MS DEQ (2004-2007)
• Geospatial data was used as the basis to 

increase collaboration among stakeholders
• Two image collection flights were made, 

covering majority of the watershed, and imagery 
was distributed to stakeholders 

• Fewer partners with smaller geographic area
Partner Logos



Linking WatershedsLinking Watersheds
Funded by NOAAFunded by NOAA’’s s 

Coastal Services Center Coastal Services Center 
to facilitate more to facilitate more 

effective engagement effective engagement 
between key inland and between key inland and 

coastal management coastal management 
institutions in the institutions in the 

TennesseeTennessee--TombigbeeTombigbee-- 
Mobile Bay Basin to Mobile Bay Basin to 

identify and integrate identify and integrate 
priority geospatial priority geospatial 

information.information.



1.1. Create a basis for sustained collaboration Create a basis for sustained collaboration 
on data and decision making for the on data and decision making for the 
TennesseeTennessee--TombigbeeTombigbee--Mobile basin:Mobile basin:

•• Mutually benefit upstream and coastal communitiesMutually benefit upstream and coastal communities
•• Highlight Mobile BayHighlight Mobile Bay’’s estuarine research and protection needss estuarine research and protection needs
•• Recognize the Recognize the TennTenn--Tom WaterwayTom Waterway’’s purpose and role in s purpose and role in 

regional economic developmentregional economic development

2.2. Record and assess the results of this Record and assess the results of this 
effort for transfer to other inlandeffort for transfer to other inland--coastal coastal 
basins in the northern Gulf coast and the basins in the northern Gulf coast and the 
Southeastern Atlantic regions.Southeastern Atlantic regions.

Linking Watersheds: ObjectivesLinking Watersheds: Objectives



PROJECT 
AREA



Linking Watersheds: PartnersLinking Watersheds: Partners

Coming Together 
Around Innovative 
Ideas 



Linking Watersheds: ApproachLinking Watersheds: Approach
Recruit partners       Recruit partners       
and participants and participants 
Workshops and Workshops and 
dialoguedialogue
Identify decision Identify decision 
support needs plus support needs plus 
tools and available data tools and available data 
(GIS) to create common (GIS) to create common 
understanding and understanding and 
sharing.sharing.



Linking Watersheds: Linking Watersheds: WorkplanWorkplan
1.1. Initiate collaborative arrangementsInitiate collaborative arrangements 

(individual meetings, host 2 (individual meetings, host 2 
workshops).workshops).

2.2. Establish a prototype database and Establish a prototype database and 
website.website.

3.3. Expand and strengthen the Expand and strengthen the 
collaborative coalition.collaborative coalition.
•• Feedback from stakeholders on prototype Feedback from stakeholders on prototype 

database and website.database and website.
•• Participation in additional workshops.Participation in additional workshops.



Web PageWeb Page
http://www.wrri.msstate.edu/linking/



Main Page

Workshops

Partners

Tools

Maps

Data Resources

Web Page StructureWeb Page Structure



Web Page StructureWeb Page Structure



Web Page StructureWeb Page Structure



Linking Watersheds: ConclusionsLinking Watersheds: Conclusions
Stakeholders requested a regional Stakeholders requested a regional 
spatial data clearinghouse.spatial data clearinghouse.
Stakeholders are interested in Stakeholders are interested in 
more exposure to GIS data, tools, more exposure to GIS data, tools, 
and resources.and resources.
Stakeholders need easier access Stakeholders need easier access 
to GIS data and need to know to GIS data and need to know 
where to look for certain types of where to look for certain types of 
data.data.



SummarySummary
•• Relationships with local stakeholders is Relationships with local stakeholders is 

critical to effort.critical to effort.
•• Considerable time is required to Considerable time is required to 

develop these relationships.develop these relationships.
•• Land grant university can be integral to Land grant university can be integral to 

bridge gaps between local entities and bridge gaps between local entities and 
environmental primacy agencies.environmental primacy agencies.

•• Success builds success.Success builds success.
•• Each watershed is unique, although Each watershed is unique, although 

approach for building watershed groups approach for building watershed groups 
is similar.is similar.



QuestionsQuestions

THANK YOU!

Contact Information:

Mary Love Tagert

662/325-8081

mltagert@cfr.msstate.edu
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