
Idea Plan
Beehives and Honey Equipment

This Idea Plan is intended to provide educational information and ideas concerning
the various needs of the beekeeper and honey producer. The following attached
drawings are based on historical plans and may not meet design and construction
standards for your area:

Beehives and Honey Equipment (USDA 84-1)
Solar Beewax Extractor (1969) (PSU 301)
Low Cost Beehive (USDA 6324)
Honeycomb Uncapping Tank and Super Dumping Board (USDA 6325)
5 & 6 Deep Brood Hive (USDA 6327)
Honey Extractor (USDA 6330)
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LOW-COST BEEHIVE
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FIVE-FRAME-DEEP BROOD HIVE
PLAN NO. 6327

Beekeeping is interesting and can be profitable. It is
well suited for small farm operations. The productivity of
several crops can be enhanced greatly through pollina-
tion by bees kept near the field.

The five plans that are described in this leaflet can
help small unit operators keep expenses low by con-
structing their own equipment.

Plan 6324 is a simple, low-cost hive that can be easily
crafted on the farm. One hive can be cut from one 1 x
12 piece of lumber and one 1 x 8 piece of lumber, each
10 feet long. The plan shows one brood hive, a super,
a base and a cap. Plan 6327 is a taller brood hive than
6324. It has two options, a five-frame-deep unit or a unit
with a double row of three frames each.

Although comb honey is marketable, many custom-
ers will prefer to have the honey separated from the
wax. In Plan 6325, a honeycomb uncapping unit and a
dumping board are handy adjuncts for accomplishing
this task. Details are given for cutting the 30-gallon
dumping tank from a sheet of galvanized iron. If you
wish to speed up the separation process, you can uncap
the combs and then spin the honey from them using a
handcrank operated honey extractor. Plan 6330 shows
the detail for a stand and comb holder that holds four
combs at a time. The honey passes through an ex-
panded metal screen and into a commercially available
pail that is large enough to contain the unit.

If you wish to let the sun speed up the extraction, use
Plan 6265. The sun warms the honey so it flows faster
and more completely from the combs.

HONEYCOMB UNCAPPING TANK
PLAN NO. 6325
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