
 

ANCHORAGE  
PROJECT HOMELESS CONNECT 

Using Civic Engagement to Serve the Homeless 
 
What is Project Homeless Connect? 
Project Homeless Connect is a one-day, one-stop event to provide housing, services, and hospitality 
in a convenient one-stop model directly to people experiencing homelessness in Anchorage.  It is a 
way to bring service providers, government agencies, and the general community together to address 
a problem that affects everyone.  The goal is to move from simply managing homelessness towards 
really ending it. 
 
Where has Project Homeless Connect taken place? 
More than 150 events in over 115 cities in the last two years have taken place.  Cities of every size 
from coast to coast have engaged in Project Homeless Connect events.  The first one began in San 
Francisco in October 2004.  Today, San Francisco hosts a bi-monthly event that serves 
approximately 2000 individuals at each event.  The 2006 National Project Homeless Connect Week in 
December 2006 involved 40 cities, with over 9,500 volunteers from all walks of life engaging over 
15,000 persons experiencing homelessness to welcome them back into their communities.  
 
Who participates in Project Homeless Connect? 
Project Homeless Connect is a collaborative effort between service providers, government agencies, 
private sector and the general community.  No one entity can do this alone.  The entire community is 
affected by homelessness and it is only the entire community that can end homelessness. 
 
Why participate in Project Homeless Connect? 
Project Homeless Connect: Anchorage is about real solutions to a complex problem that results in a 
stronger community.   Our mission is to bring together all sectors of the community to be active 
members in reducing and preventing homelessness in Anchorage.  This model has been used by 
over a hundred communities and they all report success.  Individuals experiencing homelessness are 
being connected to services quicker, gaining housing, and experiencing an increase in overall quality 
of life.  In addition, by involving the general community, communities are reporting a change in the 
stigma linked to homelessness.  Together can we bring about long lasting, substantive change in 
Anchorage. 
 
How can you help? 
Service Provider or Government Agency:  Connect with Project Homeless Connect organizers and 
ensure your agency is represented at the event.  Contact Vicki Dodge-Pamplin 
(vdpamplin@akanhs.org). 
 
Private Sector:  Project Homeless Connect is a great way to get your employees involved in a 
community event.  If you provide a service that could be of benefit to individuals who experience 
homelessness (i.e. haircuts, clothing, food), we accept donations.  In addition, we accept donations.   
Contact Trevor Storrs (tstorrs@alaskanaids.org). 
 
General Community:  Come out and volunteer!  This event requires hundreds of volunteers.  Contact 
John Hirst (jhirst@alaskanaids.org). 
  
When and where will the event be held? 
The event will be held on Friday, August 1, 2008 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at Egan Center located at 
555 W. 5th Ave (downtown). 
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