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Dear Climbing Community: 

It is that time of year when we prepare to welcome back North Carolina’s Peregrine Falcons.  
The Peregrine Falcon is now listed as a regional sensitive species on the Nantahala and Pisgah 
National Forests. Closure of the cliffs where the falcon is known to nest is necessary to limit 
disturbance in the vicinity so the nesting pairs are successful in producing young.   
 
During the 2000 nesting season, there were 10 nesting pairs in Western North Carolina, five of 
which were on Forest Service land. An additional pair of Peregrines were observed at Eagle 
Cliff, however, the birds were immature and did not produce a nest.  Of the five nests on Forest 
Service land, 3 were successful and raised 8 chicks.  There were 16 total young raised in Western 
North Carolina during the calender year 2000.   
 
Although the number of nesting pairs has increased from 8 pairs in 1999 to10 pairs in 2000, the 
number of successfully raised young has not increased.  Until North Carolina can maintain a 
healthy reproductive rate for Peregrine Falcons, the existing closures will be maintained, posted, 
and enforced.  The closure for Whitesides Mountain on the Highlands Ranger District has been 
modified.  The climbing routes closed for the Peregrine Falcon are listed on the Whiteside 
Mountain closure, a copy of which is attached to this letter. 
 
Closure Areas 
 
Whitesides Mountain, Highlands Ranger District 
 
Big Lost Cove Cliffs and Linville Gorge (Shortoff  Mountain and the North Carolina Wall), 
Grandfather Ranger District 
 
Whiterock Cliff, Madison County, and Eagle Cliff, Mitchell County, Appalachian Ranger 
District 
 
Looking Glass Rock, Pisgah Ranger District 
 
The closure order prohibits going into or being upon the areas defined above from January 15 to 
August 15.  Areas are defined by orange painted boundary or posted.  We have experienced 
considerable vandalism with our signing of the trail head for Big Lost Cove Cliffs and the 
Linville Gorge areas.  This closure is in effect for the areas listed regardless of whether or not 
posted signs are present. 
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If you have any questions regarding these areas or would like to view a copy of the closure 
notice, please access the National Forests in North Carolina web site (www.cs.unca.edu/nfsnc).   
 
Thank you for your continued cooperation in the restoration efforts for this magnificent bird of 
prey. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ John F. Ramey 
JOHN F. RAMEY 
Forest Supervisor 
 
Enclosure 
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