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The network of 406 websites.

specific program websites

State Cooperative Extension websites
(when available / suitable)

Regional Water Quality Program websites
National Facilitation Grant websites

National Water Quality Program website
www.usawaterquality.org



What is the purpose of the network?

Marketing
Provide overview of the CSREES 
Water Quality Program to 
congressmen, deans, directors, 
partners, and funding agencies. 
• How is their money being used to 
improve water quality?

Communication
Quickly connect Land-Grant 
personnel and visitors with 
the resources of the 
CSREES Water Quality 
Program network.

Coordination
Distribute materials 
and information useful 
to the 406 network



What is the CSREES 
National WQ Program?

* Applying Knowledge to Improve Water Quality *

• The goal is to protect or improve the quality of 
water resources throughout the U.S.  

• Goal addressed at the national, regional (ten 
regional partnerships), state and local levels

• Bring researchers, instructors, and extension 
educators into more effective and efficient 
partnerships with each other and other agencies



Need to Demonstrate

• Research-Based Extension
• Partnerships
• Regional or multi-state efforts
• Impactsà Our programs are improving 

water quality



Integrating Research, Education, and 
Extension

Everywhere possible indicate:
• How is Extension incorporating new research 

into its program?
• Are research efforts

being guided by 
Extension and 
Education 
feedback?



Partnerships

• CSREES New 
England Water 
Quality Program 
teams up with 
EPA New England 
for Private Well 
Water Initiative

http://www.usawaterquality.org/newengland/
focus_areas/residential/success.html



Regional or Multi-State 
Efforts

http://rwqp.rutgers.edu/

http://ag.arizona.edu/region9wq/index.htm



Other CSREES web sites 
use success stories to 
demonstrate impacts

http://www.reeusda.gov/f4hn/
efnep/success.htm

http://www.reeusda.gov/ipm/

http://www.reeusda.gov/ecs/
success/success.htm



Draw attention to 
impacts

Web attention 
spans are short

• Summarize  “why 
is this important?” 
first-prominently

• Add subheadings 
to capture 
attention

Clip National Success 
Story—modeled after 
S&NE Impact Reports

http://www.usawaterquality.org/themes/health/
extension/mobile_lab.html

From workshop delivered to CSREES



Draw 
attention to 

impacts

• Scatter 
accomplishments, 
outcomes, 
impacts, and 
examples 
throughout text

• Be obvious

http://www.usawaterquality.org/
themes/animal/research/
alt_uses.html



Where to start gathering content

• Communicate with experts via state and regional 
water quality coordinators
– What are the hot topics within regional themes?
– Where do we have history of expertise?
– Who are the key researchers, educators, & outreach 

specialists

• Interview, create drafts & send out for review
– Better response rate with draft formulated
– Basis for further discussion



Gathering 
Research 
Content

• Consult with state or 
regional water quality 
coordinator

• State or local CE 
websites often link to 
research laboratories 

http://wrc.coafes.umn.edu/research/



Gathering Research Content

• CSREES WQ Conference abstracts-posters-presentations 
available through http://www.usawaterquality.org

• 406 Integrated Research, Education, and Extension 
Grants http://www.usawaterquality.org/projects/

• CSREES Current Research Information System (CRIS):
search USDA funded projects database

• NRI Water Quality CRIS listing (excel file; institutions 
identified; kaddy@uri.edu)

• Animal Waste Management CRIS listing organized by 
state (fastlinks from word document courtesy of R. Hegg
& staff at CSREES; kaddy@uri.edu)
– Google:  search for more info or websites with PI and institution 

name



Gathering Research 
Content: CRIS

http://cris.csrees.usda.gov/
Welcome.html

Nutrient Management

Water Quality

Kansas

Hatch

NRI 
Competitive

Other CSREES



Gathering Research 
Content: CRIS

+impacts and contact info



Displaying Research 
Content

• Tables with links 
to CRIS records
– Positive: yields 

thorough listing 
of projects 

– Negative: does 
not answer why 
this work is 
important

Example New England CRIS 
table

http://www.usawaterquality.org/newengland/focus_areas/volunteer/research/coastal.html



Displaying Research Content

• Instead of or in 
addition to CRIS 
listings, highlight a 
few research 
projects listing 
accomplishments, 
outcomes, and 
impacts

http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/
heartlandwq/research.htm

Southern website regional theme
pages also describe some research
projects



Gathering Education Content

• Consult state and regional water quality 
coordinators

• Visit Land Grant University web sites to 
learn about academic programs

• Consult with Extension
staff to learn about the 
best programs

• Learn from program 
graduates



Displaying Education Content

• Listing and links to 
university programs

• Highlight a program
• Present quote from 

graduate about how 
his education has 
furthered his 
improvement of 
water quality

http://www.usawaterquality.org/newengland/focus_areas/residential/education/university.html



Gathering Extension Content

• Consult with state and regional water quality 
coordinators

• CSREES WQ Conference abstracts-posters-
presentations available through 
http://www.usawaterquality.org

• 406 Education and Extension Grants 
http://www.usawaterquality.org/projects/

• State or local CE web sites
• Talk to folks who have participated in Extension 

programs
• Ask about follow-up surveys



Displaying Extension Content

• Highlight 
accomplishments, 
outcomes, and impacts 
in addition to describing 
program

• Quotes from citizens and 
partners participating in 
programs helps to 
convey how behaviors 
have changed which 
leads to water quality 
improvements

• Pictures help too!

Volunteers were the “hub 
of the wheel that made the 
[Lake Chocura, NH runoff 
remediation] project a 
success…they provided the 
factual data on which 
decisions were made”  S. 
Godlewski, NH Dept of 
Environmental Services



National Facilitation Projects

• Help you to learn about projects happening in 
your state or region

http://www1.uwex.edu/ces/farmasyst/library/viewlibrary.cfm

Pollution Assessment 
& Prevention Theme 
Team



Volunteer Monitoring 
National Facilitation 

Project

http://www.usawaterquality.org/
volunteer/VolunteerMonPrograms/

http://www.usawaterquality.org/
volunteer/Special/Highlighted/
Archives.html



National NEMO 
National Facilitation 

Project

http://nemo.uconn.edu/national/
members.htm



Into the future

• Introduce Inter-regional research and 
extension projects
– EPA Region 2 attending trainings at NE Waste 

Water Training Center
– National programs like the Center for Animal 

and Manure Waste Management

• New 406 Reporting Assessment Tool 
(Robin Shepard) will aid in gathering 
timely and complete web content



Discussion: How do we stand?

• How are things going with content 
development?
– How are things working with individual states 

hosting websites?
– What has been most useful?
– Where do we need help?

• What can we learn from each other?


