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Green Home Checklist
How do you know if a home is truly green? What should 
you look for?

•Location
•Size
•Insulation
•Windows and Doors
•Energy Efficiency
•Renewable Energy
•Indoor Environmental Quality
•Landscaping
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Rating Programs



Structure of Green Rating 
Programs

•Point Systems
– Mandatory Measures
– Optional Credits

•Requirements
– Performance 
– Prescriptive





Rating Programs in Montana

• LEED for Homes
– http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?C

MSPageID=147#2008
• NAHB Guidelines

– http://www.nahbgreen.org/index.aspx
• Greater Yellowstone Framework

– http://www.yellowstonebusiness.org/our_p
rograms/growth_challenges/
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Consensus-Based Standards
USGBC has four levels of LEED:

> 90 Points

> 75 Points

> 60 Points

> 45 Points
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Provider
• Responsibilities: 

– Marketing to Builders
– Preliminary Review
– Project Registration/Setup
– Submitting documents for certification



Rater
• Responsibilities: Verification

– Energy testing
– Project inspection
– Compilation/Completion of:

• Project Checklist
• Durability forms
• Accountability forms



USGBC
• Responsibilities: Processing & Certification

– Registration processing
– Review of certification materials
– Issuing of Certification
– Certification processing
– Project Tracking & Reporting



Project Timeline









New Fee Structure





NAHB
GREEN GUIDLINES



Building Green In Montana



Custom Homes

Renovation

Developments



Saddlehorn Sustainability Commitment

Saddlehorn is committed to demonstrating the highest level of sustainable standards throughout the planning, 
design, construction, and operations of the Saddlehorn Community. The following guiding principles 
will govern the decision-making processes and will constitute an agreement with investors, residents, 

and the community of Bigfork, Montana.

1. Respect for the Land
2. Respect for Water

3. Reduced Power Dependence
4. Respect for Resources

5. Innovative Transportation
6. Interconnected Communities

7. Robust Adventure
8. Community Investment



Green Support Organizations
•Montana Chapter to the USGBC
•Green Builders Guild
•Sustainable Business Council
•YBP
•Northern Plains Resource Council
•Montana Contractors Association
•Billings Architectural Association
•AIA Montana Chapter (Architects)
•ASHRAE Montana Chapter (Mechanical Engineers)
•ASLA (Landscape Architects)
•Green Drinks, Billings, Bozeman, others?
•Sonoran Institute
•NewWest



Casey Dudley
• 406-581-6875
• caseydudley@bresnan.net


