


Quick Facts About

Hispanic 
Operators
The 2002 Census of Agriculture is the most 
comprehensive source of statistics portraying our 
Nation's agriculture.

Information from the census of agriculture is used 
across America in all types of agricultural planning 
and decisionmaking and is an excellent tool for 
providing information on all farmers and ranchers.

Since 1978, the census of agriculture has provided 
statistics on Hispanic farm operators as part of its 
demographic and agricultural data series.

The 2002 Census of Agriculture reported that 50,592 
U.S. farms had a principal operator who was of 
Hispanic origin.

Net Cash Return: 2002
	 Farms	 Net Cash Return	 Average per farm
	 	 (billions of dollars)	 (dollars)

	 	 Farms with sales of less than $1,000
	 60,000	 $-2.6	 $-2,711

	 	 Farms with sales of $1,000 to $9,999
	 80,000	 $1.9	 $3,000

	 	 Farms with sales of $10,000 to $24,999
	 99,000	 $2.8	 $4,000

	 	 Farms with sales of $25,000 to $99,999
	 100,000	 $3.0	 $5,000

	 	 Farms with sales of $100,000 to $249,999
	 990,000	 $3.1	 $5,000

	 	 Farms with sales of $250,000 to $499,999
	 600,000	 $4.2	 $7,000

	 	 Farms with sales of $500,000 to $999,999
	 300,000	 $15.3	 $60,000

	 	 Farms with sales of $1,000,000 or more
	 70,000	 $25.7	 $380,000

	 	 All farms
	 2,000,000	 $42.6	 $23,000

Tenure of Principal Operators

	 	 Full	 Part	 Tenants	 Full	 Part	 Tenants	
	 	 Owners	 Owners	 	 Owners	 Owners
	
Number of Farms	 36,650	 10,105	 3,837	 1,428,136	 551,004	 149,842

Percent of Farms	 72%	 20%	 8%	 67%	 26%	 7%	

		

	Number of Acres	 10,346,135	 8,446,641	 1,977,936	 356,767,305	 495,012,197	 86,499,554	

Percent of Acres	 49%	 42%	 9%	 38%	 53%	 9%	

Source: USDA - NASS 2002 Census of Agriculture

Computer Usage
 

	 	 Farms	 Percent	 Farms	 Percent	

	 Computer Usage for	 17,053	 34%	 827,215	 39%

	 	 Farm Business	

	 Internet Access	 	 21,113	 42%	 1,056,875	 50%	

Source: USDA - NASS 2002 Census of Agriculture
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Farms and Ranches With Hispanic
Principal Operators: 1982-2002

1982 1987 1992 1997 1997 2002
Not Adjusted for Coverage Adjusted for Coverage*

16,183 17,476
20,956

27,717

33,450

50,592

Source: USDA - NASS 2002 Census of Agriculture

* Farm count includes measures for missed and misclassified farms.

Farms With Hispanic
Principal Operators by Size
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Hispanic-Operated Farms
by Economic Class*
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Other includes cooperative, estate or trust, institutional, etc.

Hispanic Principal Operators by
Type of Organization
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Age of Hispanic Principal
Operators
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