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INTRODUCTION

During the night of September 13, 1814, the British leel bom-
barded Fort MeHenry in the harbor at Baltimore, Manvland, Francis
Scott Kew, a 34-vear ol biwsyerr-poect, watelied t||-. attuek from the
deck of a4 British prisoner-exchange ship. He had gone to seek the
release ol o (eiend bt Ihr-'. wiere reelused permission to go ashore until
after the attack had been made, As the battle ceased on the following
Imorning, Ko A turned his te |1.:.-LIJ|H tor the fort and saw Huat the Amer-
ican Mlag was still waving. The sight so imspired him that he pulled a
letter from his pocket and began to write the pocm which eventually
Wik uduph st s t|H= national d.ril.Elt'lH of the United States—"The Stair-
’:ip:l.nr_rllswrl Banner.” Kev was returned to Baltimore and IHtr.r tluat dm
took @ room at a Baltimare tavern where he completed the poem.

Years luber, Ke v told a hoametown audience in Frederick, "'-Llr"-'lnillllz

“T suw the Nag of my country waving over a city—the
strength and pride of wy native State—a city devoted to
plunder and desolation by its assailants. 1 witnessed the
prepandion for ils assaults. 1 saw the armay of ils cnemies as
they advanced to the attack. 1 heard the sound of battle; the
noise of the conflict fell upon my listening ear, and told me
that “the brave and the free’ had met the invaders.”

The Joinl Committer on Printing is pleascd to present the Tatest
edition of Owr Flag. This Congre sxionil publication brielly deseribes
the history of the llag, and sets forth the practices and phservinces
-11|Hmpn.|.n_- Lis s r.]lglﬂ.n The Comemitties hnp-lhi that this document

be: both vselnl and informative 1o its andienoe,
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THE HISTORY OF THE STARS AND STRIPES

The Stars and Stripes originated us a result of a resolution adopt-
ed by the Marine Committee of the Second Continental Congress
gt Philadelphia on June 14, 1777, The resclution read:

“Resolved. that the flag of the United States be thirteen
stripes, alternate red and white: that the union be thirteen
stars, white in a bue field representing a new constedla-
Hon, ™

The resolution gave no instroction os o how moany points the
stars should have, nor how the stars should be arranged on the blue
union. Consequently, some flugs hoad stars seattered on the blue
ficld without anv specific design, some arrangod the stars in rows,
and some in o cirele. The fret Navy Stars and Stripes had the stars
arranged in staggered formation in alternate rows of threes and
twos on a blue field. Other Stars and Stripes flags had stars ar-
ranged in alternate rows of four, five and four. Some stars had six
points while others had eight.

Strong evidence indicates that Francis Hopkinson of New Jersey,
a signer of the Decliration of Independence, was responsible for
the sturs in the US. Aag. At the time that the Mag resolution was
adopted, Hopkinson was the Chairman of the Continental Navy
Bourds Middle Department. Hopkinson also helped design other
devices for the Government including the Great Seal of the United
States. For his services, Hopkinson submitted a letter to the Conti-
nentel Admiralty Board asking “whether a Quarter Cask of the
public Wine will not be a proper & reasonable Heward for these
Labours of Faney and a suitable Encouragement to future Exertions
of a like Nature.” His regquest was turned down since the Congress
regarded him as a public servant.



AN EARLY STARS AND STRIPES

_

During the Revolutionary War, several patriots made (lags for our
new Nation. Amoeng them were Cornelin Bridges, Elizabeth {Betsy)
Ross, and Rebecca Young, all of Pennsylvania, and John Shaw of
Annapolis, Marvland, Although Betsy Ross, the best known of these
persons, made Mags for 50 years, there is no proof that she made
the first Stars and Stripes, It s known that she made flags for the
Pennsylvanin State Navy in 1777, The Nag popularly known as the
“Betsy Ross fAug,”™ which arranged the stars in a circle, did not
appesar until the early 1T

The elaims of Betsy Ross were first brought te the attention of
the public in 1870 by one of her grandsons, William J. Canby. In a
paper he read before the meeting of the Historical Society of Penn-
svlvania, Canby stated:

“It is not tradition, It is report rom the lips of the principal par-
teipator in the transaction, direcily told not to one or lwo, but o
dozen or more living witnesses, of which I myself am one, though
but a little boy when | heard it . . . Colonel Boss with Robert
Morris and General Washington, called on Mrs, Ross and told her
they were a commiltee of Congress, and wanted her to make a flag
froomm the drawing, o rough one, which, upon her suggestions, was
redrawn by Gencral Washington in pencil in her back parlor. This
wis prior bo the Declaration of Independence, | fix the date to be
during Washington's visit bo Congress from New York in June, 1776
when he came to confer upon the affairs of the Army, the flag
betng no doubt, one of these affairs,”



THE GRAND UNION FLAC
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The first Alag of the colonists to have any resemblance to the
present Stars and Stripes was the Grand Union Flag, sometimes re-
ferred to as the Congress Colors, the First Navy Fnsign, and the
Cambridge Flag. Its design consisted of 13 stripes, alternately red
and white, representing the Thirteen Colonies, with a blue feld in
the upper left-hand corner bearing the red cross of St. George of
England with the white cross of St Andrew of Scotlund. As the flag
of the revolution it was used on many occasions. It was first flown
by the ships of the Colonial Fleet on the Deloware River. On De-
cember 3, 1775, it was raised abosrd Coaptain Esek Hopkin's flag-
ship {.I'_frrd by John Paul Jones, then a Mavy licutenant, Later the
flag was raised on the liberty pole at Prospect Hill, which was near
Creorge Washington's headguarters in Cambridge, Muassachusetts, It
was our unofficial national Mag on July 4, 1776, Independence Day;
and it remained the unofficial national Rag and ensign of the Navy
until June 14, 1777, when the Continental Congress authorized the
Stars and Stripes,

Interestingly, the Grand Union Flag also was the standard of the
British Fast India Company. [t was only by degrees that the Union
Flag of Great Britain was discarded, The final breach between the
Colonies and Great Britain brought about the removal of the Brit-
ish Union from the canton of our striped flag and the substitution of
stars on o blue Feld,



FIFTEEN STARS AND STRIPES

When two new States were admitted to the Union (Kentucky and
Vermont), a resolution was adopted in January of 1794, expanding
the flug to 15 stars and 15 stripes. This flag was the official flag of
our country from 1785 to 1818, and was prominent in many histor-
ic events. It inspired Francis Scott Kev to write “The Star-Spangled
Banner” during the bombardment of Fort Mellenry; it was the Hirst
flag to be flown over a fortress of the Old World when American
Marine and Naval lforees raised it above the pirate stronghold in
Tripoli on April 27, 1805; it was the ensign of American forees in
the Battle of Lake Erie in September of 1813; and it was Mown by
General Jackson in New Orleans in January of 1815

However, realizing that the flag would become unwieldy with
stripe for each new State, Capt. Samuel C Heid, USN, sugeested to
Congress that the stripes remain 13 in number to represent the
Thirteen Colonies, snd that a star be added to the blue field for
cach new State coming tnto the Unlon. Accordingly, on April 4,
1818, President Monroe sccepted a bill requiring that the flug of
the United States have a union of 20 stars, white on a blue feld,
and that upon admission of each new Stale into the Union ane star
be added to the union of the lag on the foorth of July following its
dole of ndmission, The 13 alternating red and white stripes would
remain unchanged. This act succecded in preseribing the basic
design of the Mag, while wsuring that the growth of the Nation
would be properly svmbolized.



Eventually, the growth of the country resulted in o Mag with 48
stars upon the admission of Arizona and Mew Mexico in 1512,
Alasky sdded a 49th in 1959, snd Hawaii a 50th star in 1960, With
the Stkstor Aag came a new design amd arcangement of the stars in
the union, a requirement met by President Eisenhower in Execis
Hve Order Moo 16834, issued August 21, 195, To conform with
this, a national banner with 50 stars became the officil fag of the
United Spates. The flag was raised for the first time at 12:00 am. on
July 4, 1960, at the Fort MeHenry Nationol Monument in Balti-
more, Murvland.

Traditionally a symbal of liberty, the American flag has carried
the message of freedom to many parts of the world. Sometimes the
samne flag that was fyving at a crueial moment in our history has
been flown again in another place to symbolize continuity in owr
struggles for the cause of liberty,

One of the most memorable 15 the Mag thal Bew over the Capitol
in Wishington on December 7, 1841, when Pearl Harbor was at-
tucked. This surme flag was raised again on December 5 when war
was declared on Japan, and three days later al the time of the dec-
laration of war against Germany wnd Ttaly, President Hoosevelt
called it the “fAag of liberation™ and carried it with him to the Casa-
blaneca Conference and on other historic ocoasions, T flew from the
mast of the USS, Wizsour during the formal Japanese surrender on
September 2, 1045

Another historic flag is the one that New over Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1841, It also was present at the United Nations Char-
ter meeting in San Francisco, California, and was used at the Big
Three Conference al Potsdam, Germany. This same Nag flew over
the White House on August 14, 1945, when the Japanese aceepted
surrender terms.,

“Did Fonsides” in e War of 1812



Following the War of 1812, a greut wave of nationalistic spirit
spread throughout the country; the infant Republic had successflly
defied the might of an empire. As this spirit spread, the Stars and
Stripes becume o symbol of soversignty. The homage paid that
banner is best expressed by what the gifted men of later genera-
trons wrole concerning it

The writer Henry Ward Beecher said:

“A thoughtful mind when it sees a nation’s flag, sees not
the Hag, but the nation itsell. And whatever may be ils
svinbals, its insignia, he reads chiefly in the flag, the gov-
ernment, the principles, the truths, the history that belongs
to the nation that sets it forth, The American fag has been
a symbol of Liberty and men rejoiced in it

“The stars upon it were like the brighl morning stars of
Cond, and the stripes upon it were beams of morning light.
As at early dawn the stars shine forth even while it grows
light, and then as the sun advances that light breaks into
banks und streaming lines of color, the glowing red und in-
tense white striving together, and ribbing the horizon with
burs effulgent, so, on the American flag, stars and beams of
many-colored light shine out together . .. ."

In a 1917 Flag Day message, President Wilson smid:

“This flag, which we honor and under which we serve, =
the emblem of our unily, our power, our thought and pur-
pese gt a nation. It has no other character than that which
we give il from generalion to generation. The choices are
curs, It floats in majestic silence above the hosts that exe
cute those choices, whether in peace or in war. And vet,
though silent, it speiks to us—speaks to us of the past, of
the men and women whoe wenl before us, and of the
recorids they wrole upon it

“We celebrate the day of its birth; and from its birth
until now it his witnessed a great history, has Qoated on
high the symbol of great events, of a great plan of life
warked out by a great people, | . .

“Woe be to the man or group of men that seeks to stand
inn our way in this day of high resolution when every prin-
ciple we hold dearest is to be vindicated and made secure
for the salvation of the nation. We are ready to plead at
the bar of history, and our fAag shall wear o new luster,
Oinee miore we shall make good with our lives and fortunes
the great faith to which we were born, and a new glory
shall shine in the faee of our people.”

Ll



EARLY AMERICAN FLAGS

Archeological digs in northern India, dating around 3,500 B.C.,
have uncovered a seal, used to sign documents. The seal shows a
procession of seven men carrving square standards, held aloft on
poles like modern Aags. While these ancient flags were rigid, like
boards, and not made of cloth as modern Nags are, they provided
ample testimony thet heraldry and the displaving of banners duted
to the earliest civilizations,

In American history, the Vikings carried p fag which bore a
black raven on a held of white, In 1492 Columbus sailed Lo our
shores with his three small ships displaving the Spanish [lag bearing
twor red lions on two white fields and two yvellow castles on bwo red
ficlds. The Dutch browght their own striped Aags when they setiled
in New Amsterdam, which we now call New York, and pioneers
fromm other nations alss brought along the standards of their coun-
tries when they settled on our shores,

It is only natural, therefore, that America should create colonial
flugs as soon as the first colonists settled. Given the disparate array
of settlers, it is not surprising that a wide variety of Mugs was cre-
ated.

The first Nags adopted by our colonial forebears were symbolic of
their struggles with the wilderness of the new land. Beavers, pine
trees, rattlesnakes, anchors and various other insignia were affixed
to different banners with mottoes such as “Hope,” “Liberty,”
“Appeal to Heaven,” or “Don't Tread on Me.”

In the carly days of the Revolution, there were colonial and regi-
mental Aags by the score. The Boston Liberty flag, consisting of
nine alternate red and white horizontal stripes, Aew over the Liber-
tv Tree, a fine old elm in Hamover Square in Boston, where the
Sons of Liberty met. Stll another was a white flag with a green
pine tree and the inseription, “An Appeal to Heaven.” This particu-
lar fMag became familinr on the seas as the ensign of the cruisers
commissioned by General Washington, and was noted by many
English newspapers of the time.

Flags with a rattlesnake theme also gained increasing prestige
with colonists. The slogan “Don’t Tread on Me™ almost invariably
appeared on rattlesnake flags. A fag of this type was the standard
of the South Carclina Navy. Another, the Gadsden Mag, consisted of

{Th



i yellow field with a rattlesnake in a spiral codl, poised to strike, in
the center, Below the snake was the motto, "Don't Tresd on Me”
Similur was the Culpepper flag, banner of the Minutemen of Cul-
pepper (now spelled Culpeper) County, Virginia, Il consisted of a
white field with a rattlesnake in a spiral coil in the center, Above
the rattlesnake was the legend “The Culpepper Minute Men™ and
below, the motto, “Liberty or Death™ as well as “Don’t Tresd on
Me,”

In December of 1775, an anonymous Philadelphin correspondent
wrote to Bradferd s Pennsyleania fournal concerning the symbolic
use of the snake. He began the letter by saving:

“T recollected that her eve excelled in brightness that of
pmey other animal, and that she has oo eve-lids. She may,
therefore, be esteemed an emblem of vigilance. She nover
begins an attack, nor, when once engaged, ever surrenders.
She s, therefore, an emblem of magnanimity and troe
courage,”

It was probably the deadly bite of the rattler, however, which
wis foremost in the minds of its designers, and the threstening
slogan “Don’t Tread on Me” added further significance to the
design.

The Moultrie flag was the first distinctive American flag dis-
played in the South, It New over the ramparts of the fort on Sulli-
van's Island, which lics in the channel leading to Charleston, South
Carolina, when the British Aeet attacked on Jume 25, 1776, The
British ships bombarded the fort for 100 hours. But the garrison,
consisting of some 375 regulars and a few militin, under the com-
mand of Col. William Meoultrie, pul up such a gallant defense that
the British were forced 1o withdraw under eover ol durkness. This
victory saved the southern Colonies from invasion for another two
vears. The flag was blue, as were the uniforms of the men of the
garrison, and it bore a white crescent in the upper cormer next to
theo stafl, like the silver crescents the men wore on their caps, in-
scribed with the words “Liberty or Death.”

The Maritime Colony of Bhode Island had its own fag, which was
corried at Brundywine, Trenton, and Yorktown, It bore an anchor,
13 stars, and the word “Hope.” Its white stars in a blue field are
believed by many to have influenced the design of our national
Flug.

#he Armv preferred its regimental Nags on the battlefeld nstead
of the Stars and Stripes. A popular form of the US, Nag that was
uwsed in battle had the obverse (front) of the Great Seal in the
canton. The Army also used the Stars and Stripes with 13 stars in a
circle. Tho Stars and Stripes was officially used in Army artillery
wrnits in 1834, umd in infantry units in 1542,

18y



HISTORICAL FLAGS
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THE FLAG TODAY

The fag of the United States of America has 13 horizontal
stTipes—1 red and 6 white—the red and white stripes altermating,
uned o union which conststs of white stars of 5 pointls on a blue Held
placed in the upper quarter next to the stafl wnd extending to the
lower edge of the fourth red stripe from the top, The number of
stars equals the number of States in the Union. The proportions ol
the flag as prescribed by Execotive Order of President Eisenhower
on Aveust 21, 1950, are as follows;

Floist {widils) ab Elag Ly
Flv i lengths ol flag A ¥ 1.4
IEal=t (width) of umion (L 5I=5
Flv (le=ingthh ab yiiioi i £L
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FLACG LAWS AND REGULATIONS

The laws relating to the fag of the United States of America are
found in detail in the United States Code. Title 4, Chapter 1 per-
tains to the flag and seal, seat of Government and the States; Title
15, Chapter 33 pertains to crimes and criminal procedures; Title
36, Chapter 10 pertains to patriotic customs and observances. These
laws were supplemented by Executive Orders and Presidential
Proclumations,

Title 36, Chapter 10—PATRIOTIC CUSTOMS

EITL. Nationul anthem; Star-Spangled Banner, conduet during
playing

Diring rendition of the nationsl anthem when the flag is dis-
plaved, all present except those in uniform should stund at atlen-
tion facing the flag with the right hand over the heart, Men not in
uniform should remove their headdress with their right hand and
hald it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Persons
in uniform should render the military salute at the frst nolte of the
anthem and retain this position until the last note. When the lag is
not displaved, those present should face toward the music and act
in the same manner they would il the flag were displayed there.

§172. Pledge of Allegiance to the flag manner of delivery

The Pledge of Alleglance to the Flag, “I pledge allegiance to the
Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which
it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all.”, should be rendered by stunding at attention facing the flag
with the right hand over the heart. When not in uniform men
shiould remove their headdress with their right hand and haold it at
the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Persons in uniform
should remain silent, face the flag, and render the military salute.

§1735, Display and Use of flug by civilians; codification of rules
andd customs; definition

The following codification of existing rules and customs perisin:
ing to the display and use of the Mag of the United States of Amer-

[



ica is established for the use of such civilians or civilian groups or
orgunizitions as may not be reguired to conform with regulations
promulgated by one or more executive departmoents of the Govern-
ment of the United States. The fag of the United States for the pur-
poses of this chapter shall be defined according to Title 4, United
States Code, chapter 1, section 1| and scction 2 and Executive
Order 105834 issued pursuant thereto,

5174, Time and occasions for display

(a) It is the universal custom (o display the flag only from sunrisc
to sunset on buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in the apen, How-
ever, when a patriotic effect is desired, the flag may be displayed
twenly-four hours a day iF properly flluminated during the hours of
darkness.

b} The Mag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously,

i) The Nag should not be displayed on days when the weather is
inclement, except when an all weather flag is displayed.

(dy The Rag should be displayed on all days, especially on New
Year's Day, Januvary 1; Inavguration Day, January 20; Lincoln’s
Birthday, February 12; Wiashington's Birthday, third Monday in
February; Easter Sunday (variable), Mother's Duy, second Sunday in
Muy; Armed Forces Day, third Saturday in May: Memorial Day
(half-staff until noon), the last Monday in Muy; Flag Day, June 14;
Independence Dy, July 4; Labor Day, first Monday in September;
Constitution Day, September 17; Columbus Day, second Monday in
October; Navy Day, October 27; Veterans Day, November 11;
Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thursday in November; Christmas Day,
December 25; and such other days as may be procluiimed by the
President of the United States; the birthdays of States (date of ad-
missionk; and on State holidays.

(e} The Aag should be displaved daily on or near the main admin-
istration building of every public institution.

(N The flag should be displayed in or near every polling place on
election days.

(g) The Aag should be displaved during schoal davs in or near
every schoolhouse.

5175, Position and manner of display

The fag, when carried in a procession with ancther flag or Mgs,
should be either on the marching right; that is, the flag’s own right,
or, if there is a line of other Mags, in front of the center of that line.

(a} The fag should not be displaved on a foal in a parade except
from a staff, or as provided in subsection (i) of this soction.

{12}
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(b} The flag should not be draped over the hood, top, sides, or
back of a vehicle or of & railroad train or u boat. When the flag is
displayed on 8 motorear, the stalf shall be fixed Hemly to the chissis
or clamped to the right fender,

(v} No other flag or pennant should be placed above ar, if on the
same level, to the right of the flag of the United States of America,
except during church services conducted by naval chaplains at sea,
when the church pennant mayv be Aown above the flag during
church services for the personnel of the Novy, No person shall dis-
play the Mg of the United Nations or any other national or interna-
tionul flag equal, above, or in a position of superior prominence or
honor to, or in place of, the flag of the United States ot any place
within the United States or any Territory or possession thereof: Pro-
vided, That nothing in this section shall make unlawful the continu-
anee of the practice heretolore followed of displaving the fag of
the United Nations in a position of superior prominence or honer,
and other national flags in positions of cqual prominence or honor,
with that of the fAag of the United States at the headquarters of the
United Mations.

id} The flag of the United States of America, when It is displayes]
with another Mag against a wall from crossed staffs, should be on
the right, the Mag™s own right, and its stafl should be in front of the
staff of the other Rag.

ie) The fAag of the United States of America should be at the
center and at the highest point of the group when o number of
flags of States or localities or pennants of socictics are grouped and
displayed from stafks,

(F) When flags of States, cities, or localities, or pennants of soci-
elies arc flown on the same habard with the Nag of the United
Stutes, the latter should always be at the peak. When the Rags are
flown from adjacent stuffs, the flag of the United States should be
hoisted first and lowered last. No such flag or penmant may be
placed above the flag of the United Stutes or to the United States
Flags right.

(g} When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to
be lown from separate staffs of the same height. The flags should
be of approximately equal size. International usage forbids the dis-
play of the flag of one nution above that of another nation in time
of peace.

ih} When the flag of the United States is displaved from o stafl
projecting horizontally or at an ungle from the window sill, balcony,
or front of a building, the union of the flag should be placed at the
peak of the staff unless the Mag is at hall staff. When the flag is sus-
pended over a sidewalk from a rope extending from o house to a

i L]



pole atb the edge of the sidewalk, the Mag should be hoisted out,
union first, from the building.

(i) When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall,
the union should be uppermost and to the fag's own right, that is,
tor the observer's left. When displayed in a window, the flag should
be displaved in the same way, with the union or blue field to the
le=ft af the ohserver in the street,

iy When the fag s displaved over the middle of the street, it
should be suspended vertically with the unien to the north inoan
east and west street or to the east in s north and south street.

(k} When wsed on o speaker's platform, the flug, if displayved Qat,
should be displayved above and behind the speaker. When displayed
from a staff in a church or public auditorium, the fag of the United
States of America should hold the position of saperior prominence,
in advance of the audience, and in the position of honor at the cler-
gyvman’s or speaker's right as he faces the audience. Anv other Mag
s displayed should be placed on the left of the clergyviman or speak-
er or to the right of the audience,

{1} The Rag should form a distinctive feature of the ceremony of
unveiling a statue or monwment, but it should never be used as the
covering for the statue or monument,

im) The fMlag, when Aown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to
the peak for an instant and then lowered to the half-staff position.
The Aug should be again raised to the peak before it is lowered Tor
the day, On Memorial Day the Bag should be displayed at half-stafl
until noon only, then raised to the op of the stalf. By order of the
President, the Mag shall be flown ot half-staff upon the death of
principal figures of the United States Government and the Gover-
nor of a State, terrilory, or possession, as o mark of respect to their
memory, In the event of the death of other officials or foredgn dig-
mibaries, the fag is to be displaved at hall-stall sccording to Presi-
dential instructions or orders, or in accordance with recognized cus-
toms or practices not Inconsistent with Luw, In the event of the
death of a present or former official of the government of any
Stute, territory, or possession of the United States, the Governor of
that State, territory, or possession may proclaim that the Notional
Mag shall be Aown at hali-stalf. The Asg shall be Mown at helstaff
thirty days from the death of the President or a former Prosident;
ten days from the day of death of the Vice President, the Chief Jus-
tice or a retired Chief Justice of the United States, or the Speaker
of the House of Representatives; from the dayv of death until inter-
ment of an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, a Secretary of
an executive or military department, a former Vice Presidont, or
the Governor of a State, territory, or possession: and on the duy of
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death and the following day for a Member of Congress, As used in
this subsection=—

(1) the term “hoalf-siafl™ means the position of the fag
when it is one-half the distance between the top and
bottom of the stalf;

{2} the term “executive or military department™ means
any agency listed under sections 101 and 102 of title 5,
United States Code; and

(3} the term “Member of Congress™ means o Senator, @
Representative, a Delegote, or the Resident Commissioner
fromm Puerto Rico.

(n} When the Aag is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed
that the union s at the head and over the left shoulder. The Aag
should not be lowered into the grave or allowed o touch the
ground,

(o) When the flag is suspended across a corridor or lobby in a
building with only one main entrance, it should be suspended verti-
callv with the union of the Aag to the observer's left wpon entering.
IF ther building has more than one main entrance, the Mag should be
suspended vertically near the center of the corridor or lobby with
the umon to the north, when enlrances are to the cast and west or
to the east when entrances are to the north and south. If there are
entrances in more than two directions, the union should be to the
9Ll

3176, Respect for the Flag

Mo disrespect should be shown to the Mag of the United States of
Americn; the Rag should not be dipped to any person or thing. Reg-
imental colors, State Aags, and organization or institutional Nags are
to be dipped as a mark of honor.

inj The Mag should nover be displaved with the union down,
except a8 4 sonal of dive distress in instunces ol extreme danger to
life or property,

(b The Aag should never touch anvthing beneath it, such as the
ground, the Moor, water, or merchiandise,

{c] The flag should mever be carried fat or horizontally, bt
always aloft and free,

{d} The Mag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding, or
drapery, It should never be festooned, drawn back, nor up, in folds,
but alwavs allowed to fall free. Bunting of blue, white, and red,
abwavs arranged with the blue above, the white in the middle, and
the red below, should be used for covering a speaker’s desk, drap-
ing the front of the platform, and for decoration in general.

i15)



(&) The flag should never be fastencd, displaved, used, or stored
in such a manner as to permit it o be easily torn, soiled, or dam-
aged in any way.

i) The Aag should never be used as a covering for a ceiling.

ig) The fag should never have placed upon it, nor on any part of
it, nor attached to it any mark, insignia, letter, word, figure, design,
picture, or drawing of any nature,

(h} The flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving,
holding, carrving, or delivering anything,

(i} The Rag should never be used for advertising purposes in any
manner whatsoever, It should not be embroidersd on such articles
ws cushions or handkerchiefs and the like, printed or otherwise im-
pressed on paper napkins or boxes or anyvthing that is designed for
temporary use and discard. Advertising signs should not be fastened
ko a staff or halvard from which the flag is fown.

{1 No part of the flag should cver be used as a costume or athletic
uniform. However, a flag patch may be affixed to the uniform of
military personnel, firemen, policemen, and members of patriotic
arganizations. The flag represents o living countey and is itself con-
sidered a living thing. Therefore, the lapel llag pin being a replica,
should be worn on the left lapel near the heart.

{k} The flag, when it # in such condition that it is no longer o
fitting emblem for display, should be destroved in o dignified way,
preferably by burning.

§177. Conduct during hoisting, lowering or passing of flag

Dring the ceremony of hoisting or lowering the flag or when
the Mag is passing in a parade or in review, all persons present
exvept those in uniform should face the flag and stand at attention
with the right hand owver the heart. These present in uniform
should render the military salute. When not in uniform, men should
remove their headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left
shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Aliens should stand at at-
tention. The salute to the Mag in o moving column should be ren-
dered at the moment the flag passes.

5178, Modification of rules and customs by President

Any rule or custom pertaining to the display of the flag of the
United States of America, set forth herein, may be altered, modi-
fied, or ropealed, or additional rules with respect thereto may be
prescribed, by the Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the
United States, whenover he deems it to be appropriate or desirable;
and any such alteration or additional rule shall be set forth in a
proclamation.
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FLAG PRESENTATION

Presentation of the Mag during a ceremony should be preceded
by @ brief talk emphasizing the importance of the occasion. Follow-
ing the presentation all present should salute the flag, recite the
pledge of allegiones, and sing the national anthem.

FOLDING THE FLAG

1. Two persons, facing each other, hold the fag waist high and
horizontally between them.

2. The lower siriped section is folded, lengthwise, over the blue
field. Hald bottom to lop and edges together securely.
3. Fold the fMlag again, lengthwise, folded edge to open edge.

4. A triangular fold s started along the length of the Aag, from
the ond to the heading by bringing the striped cormer of the folded
cdge to meet the open edge.

5. The outer point is turned inward parallel with the open edge,
forming a second triangle.

B, Repeat the triangular folding until the entire length of the flag
is folded.

T. When the flag is completely folded only the triangulsr blue
field should be visible.
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CARE OF YOUR FLAG

The life of vour Aag depends on vour care. Dirt can cut fabrics,
dull colors, and eause wear. Most outdoor Aags can be washed in
mild detergent and thoroughly rinsed. Indoor and parade flags
should be dry-cleaned. Many dry cleaners offer free cleaning of US,
Nags during the months of June and July. Damaged Mags can be re-
paired and utilized as long as the overall dimensions are not notice.
ably altered. American Legion Posts and local governments often
have facilities to dispose of unserviceable flags, Store vour flags in
well ventilated wrea away from any harsh chemicals or cleaning
compounds. Il vour Mlag gets wet, never store ik antil it s complete-
Iv dry. Wet folds cause permanent cresses. Dampness ruins fabric
and causes mildew. Pole care is also related to fag care. Rust and
seple cause permanent stains and some metallic oxides actually eal
hioles in fubric.

SIZES OF FLAGS

The size of the flag is determined by the exposed height of the
Magpole from which it & flving. The only consideration is for the
flag to be in proper proportion to its pole. Flags which Ay from
angled poles on homes and those which are displayed on standing
poles in offices and other indoor displays are usually either 3" x 5 or
4' x 6. Color guards usually carry flags measuring 4' x 6, Other rec-
pmmended sizes are shown in the following table:

Flagpsele Thaigh i1 """:,l":“'"'

fa i i 4ab
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FLAGS AT THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL

Mo record has been found for the earliest date the flag was flown
over the east and west Fronts of the Capitol. Farly engravings and
lithographs in the office of the Architect of the Capitol show flags
Aving on either side of the original low dome above the corridors
connecting the areus now known as Statvary Hall and the Old
Senate Chamlser,

After the addition of the new House and Senabe wings in the
158508, even before the great dome was completed in 1863, photo-
griphs of the period show lags Aving over cach new wing and the
central east and west [ronts,

The custom of fAyving the Mugs 24 hours a day over the east and
west fronts was begun during World War 1. This was done in re-
sponse fo reguests received [rom all over the country urging that
the Mag of the United States be flown continuously over the public
buildings in Washington, D,

The east and west Front Aags, which are 8 x 12 feet, are repliuced
by new ones when they become worn and unfit for further use.
Prior to machine-made Mags, individoals were hired by the Con-
gress to handsew these fags.

Presidential proclamations and laws authorize the display of the
Rag 24 hours o day al the fllowing places:

Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine, Balti-
more, Marvland (Presidential Proclamation No. 2785, July 2, 1945)

Flag Houwse Square, Albemarle and Pratt Streets, Baltimore Mary-
land {Public Law 83-319, approved March 26, 1954).

United States Marine Corp Memaorial (Iwo Jima), Arlington, Yir-
ginia {Presidential Proclymation Mo, 3418, June 12, 1961}

On the Green of the Town of Lexington, Massachusetts (Public
Law 88-333, approved November 8, 19653

The Whites House, Washington, DC, (Presidential Proclamation
No. 40, Septemnber 4, 19700



Washington Monument, Washington, DC. (Presidential Proclama-
tion No. 4064, July 6, 1971, effective July 4, 1971). Fifty Aags of the
United States are displaved at the Waxhington Monument continu-
ously.

United States Customs Ports of Entry which are continually open
{Presidential Proclamation No. 4131, May 5, 1972}

Grounds of the National Memorial Arch in Valley Forge State
Park, Villey Forge, Pennsylvania (Public Law 94-53, approved July
4, 1575}

Many other places Ay the Mag at nighl as a patriotic gesture by
cusbom.

HOW TO OBTAIN A FLAC FLOWN OVER THE
CAPITOL

Constituents may arrange to purchuse Mags that have been flown
over the Capitol by getting in touch with their Senators or Repre-
sentative. A certificate signed by the Architect of the Capilol ac-
companies each flag. Flags are available for purchase in sizes of 3' x
3 or 5 x 8 in fabrics of cotton and nylon.

Dmwing by A 1 Clees, 1802
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AMERICAN WAR MOTHERS FLAG

The American War Mothers is a national organization chartered
by Congress with its headguarters in Washington, DC. Its members
are mothers whose sons and daughters have served or who are sorv-
ing in the Armed Forces. Its objective is to aid the serviceman or
veteran and his family, including those who are hospitalized.

According to records in the Office of the Architect of the US
Capitol, the American War Mothers flug was purchased by them
und first Mown over the US. Capitol, always below the American
Mag, on Armistice Day, November 11, 1926,

The suthority for (lving that fag over the US. Capitol on this oc-
casion and in subsequent vears has been granted annually by wril-
ten permission of the Viee President and the Speaker of the House
of Reprosentatives.

Provision for the ceremony was further recognized when the
Nagpole on the east front, after the extension of 1960, was installed
with two halvards,

Traditionally the flag has been ruised at 11 minutes after 11 am.
by u detail From the Capitol Police, The flag flies until sundown, al-
though originally it lew only for three hours. A bugler selected
fromm ene of the armed services plays taps. Briel memorial services
are held in connection with the ceremony. These services have
been accommodated on the east and west front steps or in Statuary
Hall and permission to hold them is generally granted in the same
letter that permits the flag to be flown

The act of July 1, 18582, regulating the use of the Capitol Grounds
vests the Viee President amd the Speaker with the asuthority to
arant this privilege,

The American War Mothers flag is kept in a safe at the US. Cap-
itol. The present fag, fArst used in 1970, replaced the original
woolen flag of 1926, It is of a synthetic fubric, 47 x 72 inches in
size, consisting of a white field with a red border 11 inches wide, At
the top is an 1l-inch blue star for the 4,685,039 who served in
World War 1. These fgures are 2% inches in blue, Across the
center in 4-inch letters are the words “United States Service Flag.™
Below is an 1l-inch gold star for the 60672 who gave their lives.
These figures are 2% inches high in gold.
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HOW TO OBTAIN A RBURIAL FLAG FOR A
VETERAN

Any honorably discharged veteran is entitled to a burial fag. The
funeral director, as part of the services, will make the necessary ar-
rangements for the EBunily on behall of the veteran, The Mlag may
b wsed (o cover the casket und it is presented to the family as a
kFE"pS:IEiE The local office of the n"l-']l.il.r1l1|1-'l1‘|' of Yeterans' Affairs
can also provide information on the procedure for obtaining o Nag
for o deceased veteran.

A E2 by 1S Toar Mag Mles b e Viehsam Veterans Memerial 24 hosrs a day, The
flagpule i loeated jist & fow feet from the stalute of the “Three Servicemen”™ andd
ncar th walkway lealing to the Meswrial walls, The base of the Nagpale las s
imscription and the cmblem of the five 1S, militury serviees, and was designed o be
Miced fai pulalic vewdmne.



FLAGS OF STATES AND TERRITORIES

ALAISANSY
Frlened the Unsom . 1509 ws the T2l
Giate: (eg sdopbsd i 1585, The diagomal
ipees i Uhe square shapse of the flag recall
the Battle Flag of the Comfedewacy, drgi-
nided o Febnaey of 1851 in Montgomeen
Alabama's capstal

SHELSLIR 4

Fnieres] ibe Unen an 18912 as the 45tk
Stake; Mag sclopeod m 1917, Hind il yaollow
are the colars of Spoum, while Bhie is for the
Dhibkes]l Stales amil Qe copeer slar avanbead
ek enineral sedsareos. The Fabd sugpcst the
sieltirng s s iBee frsa11

LARKA

Eniberead ke Ulniion i VR0 an ke 448910
Stabe; Mg sdopted i P27 Bemny Beosone
& 1dwpear-ald stdepd, ol (ke Morth Slis
atild the Mg Dipper when he designsl Als
ka's flag im a termdortl schonl conlest s
colors riccall the Alaskan sky ol s gl

|21

AAKAMNEAS
Enkeeed the Usion o TR o the 2%
Staney Mag adopied im0 1913, modificd o
LEY anil 1024, Arkansiy’ ramk n the Upsca

s midicated the stars which border the
damnnd, recallimg thel 0 & the anly Stale
where minerals are mined. The four stam i
the dimmeeul refer bo importen)  eguscis of
Arkarsas history



CALIFDRNIA REPUBLIC

CALIFORNA

Emtered ik Llngon in 18% a5 the Ol
Stuler flag adopled in 8L, maalfed  in
1953, Americas, in whel wis then Mexioan
lerrdory, proclaimed ke e Hll:-llllll #
Calilformia om Junme 14, 18465 hanner of
thesir “Blear Flag Bepablic” wa |.-|I."r wilogs
ed by the Statc

CONNECTICLT

Matilled the Cosmsitution i IT55% as the
lifih Stabc: Mig adeplesel i 1857, The AT
vines in ks comt nI! armms refer o the three
lI::I'.!jllnﬂ cubmies—Cnnmectionl. MNow Haven,

Saybicok. The medbo “He Who Ieoaghi
Ly €hver Wil Susials U™ s hesed an he
Hiih Fmlm

COHLORA DO

Emlered the Unios W 1870 & the 341
Sawtey Flag adoplbed in 1910, moedilid &
O, Yellow amd white refer 1o B mineng
ol gold anid silver, wl Elyise ra pilus
Bilue are lowand in the Hocky Mowmbsan ool
winting, the ¥ule flower., Red s alsn far the
Spagiish word or sl sokr—plarmio

rirTEEER 7 il

LAY ATEE

Hatilied the Constibgton on Decesmber |
ITHT, a= dke first Stabe adopbed in
1913, Aevvlutionary War unéforms ane B
ared in ik bloe anid bl colors while e
meree (the shiplh amd  sgricaliure  (whest,
curn, ox, farmer) are festursd n the coal of
HERNA



FLEFHITRA

Ll I Ui fin IH45 & Lhe 270
Stal; Hagg adinjlidl = 1500 %
1R85, The croes dernss Finn Fimlier
abe Aalile Flag The Staie sl skem e -
I woanan, a stemmboat, snd the Sale
Ireve—a wihal pakmetia palm

L7
>

LAY AL

Entered the Uibom m 1855 as ke Sich
Stabe; Nag oadopbed G 1810, moddicd
184% “Ihe Brilsly Union Jack recalls
|-.-.-.--.._-|-.|.;.-| i King Kaomechameha § w0 1783
w Capiain Cieorpe Vanoiiver, The sight
gripes are for ik principal  slasds  of
Hpwam

CEOMRETA

Watilien] 1he Crasisisithon kip LTSS & ke

finn Stafe: Hixli i .|||-||'\-"| i YR avm
] ol the slafe sl snrm did b 13
wi sfars anil o goikf T i

i

 stule Hames witli “Tm Genb W)
Bisiweat by e ki

TERALELY

Fabered the Uniiom @0 148F s the 43l

il opted i VEET. The wmal moor
o mgriculture, mening. foe-
¢, umd women's rights. The
Labin motbo meeans “May  She Las for
Bver,

ot
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[LLINERS IPSTELA™ A
Enteped]l (8w Unwm m 1518 8 the 21w Frderml the Ummiem o 1816 o 1he LHh
Shale; flag adogpled m 1915, smlifed 0 Btabe;, Mag mlopisd s 1917, The ouler ring
1970 The cemirul idesign b (rom the Stals o slars s [or the ongmal SEsies, e mner
wrnl aml e :1|r|||||::i sembsds plus Eales ring Eor these op e amd scheding Tnclisns
e Htatchoesd (1818} s Ehe  seal  sell g 1] libmery spreling
| 1RAR); land ure represerged Ty the

&

10'WA

[EELLEY KAMSAS
Entered the Usdom on 188 as the BHih Engeresd i Union im 18R @ the 34ih
Skake; Mag sdopled m 1L The cagle amd LRaie; Mag adupissd in 155, medifead o
molin ribhon e

wie el 1927 and V95 A surdlowser, the Siate Mol
ombd sppears above the Stabe ==al with

' Iife, The mnia
ks DN ulbi= ™

i
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KENTLUUKY

FEmtered b Union m 1TH2 us ke 15t
Sewte; Mag acloped i D9IH nsslifas] i
Ph2, The fromttoreman snd Bder, repre
sembng Kenbucky amd the origimal Slaies,
expres ihe meaning of the outbo in the
sl The Stte Mower (poldenrods Frammes
il alissipm m ihe boklom

MAINE

Feneered fhee Ulnson in [ES0 as ifee 2dpd
Stafe; Map sdopied @ 1HE The Y
Deresct” reders Lo the Morth S0
havng omce bern the mortherm
Agriculture, shipping i Twestry mrc
ladizesd b other efememts in dhe  ooul
AT

LAFLUISEAMNS

al Gl Unson in [812 &5 the |8th
Stake; lag sdopted o 1HIE In heralcdry &
pelican army of her beeust ls lesd hes
voung 5 & svndl of aelf secrefice. Ladibiing
vaed  (his svindml pe @ leEmilany presd o
Staf hesed

P .
Bl

MAHYLAND

Haldlied il Comsstitution in 1788 as ihe
sevedith Siabe; i adopied o 18E The
el ol arns of the lasds Belimmosns unites
pyenbedy of the Calvert and Crossland fanst
lhew. Maryland has wed similar fags since ab
lcast [6HS



MASACHLUSETTS

llabficd the Comstitulson in 1THH as the
pivih Stabe. Mag sdopied in 1008, modifked
m 1871 The Slabe motio translates “This
Hand Chppossd o Tyvrants Searces, will
the Sword, for Pescefal Conditdens Usdiers
Léeriy.” The star imdicates Stsbehood while
the Natve Americen wie o Mosachisess
svmbsl a5 ewrly as |90

MICHECAN

Enteresd the LUiniss @ 1857 o the 2L
Stadi Flag sdopled m 1811 The disticsl
s i scvampuisd o ke Michigas arins
by thee ebingaims © 1 ARl 1hedend” sl CH You
Seek 68 Pleasent Penidiaika, Look  Arsisni
Yoiir™ Af ell, maeer, @l Seeses  Froin
mafiirr ury rcludle] n e cdesign

N/

MIENNESCITA

Entered the Umion in 0555 o Uwe 326d
i Nag odopted i 1957, &4 soere Freen
plonecy e appears dii the Slake sl togeth.
er with ihe molloc “The Morth S The
ninefven sters indicale Minnesoia's rank in
E::I-l'r\-'\-‘. [ollowing ke wriginal thirteen

mlirs

(E N

MESSISSLIETM

Emdvrml he Umsén in 1517 as the IZimh
Smliny Mag sdople] i 15904, The Ststs Elag
1w o condlunnlsss of o Conkalerane age—
1B Stars sdul Hars modd e Nantks Flig both
includsng the nafbonsl oo



MONTANA

WSSOI

Enterl the Umion im 1821 as the 24ih
Stake; Mag adopted in 113 Om o back
grommpl ol the nstionsd colors  appecar  the

Missourt arms Iramied by sbaes i

irber of Stutchosd. The Laisn mogbo sncans
“Lat the Wellire nof the TPeophe e b %
promie Law

SNFERH %K &

Emtesed 1k Unsn in the 37ih
i hig alurjites 1125 ed m ihe
Sl seul wre e Bocky  Moonlaims, il
MibsoiEs Hiver, widwal amd coarn, g sbeam
i & rilie wnd o Backemith  with  he

hsmmier and anvil

AP TANA

= Lmis i 1= gs Dhe Alsl
Sl “lll. wloped & 1HS il 1580
Fhie Stabe seul shows the Lreat Felly of fhe

aiiil Distils B licwtisgg  siiiEing
The mudia “Ceold  &nd
i wililesi Deliw

".Il'.ll i Wivei
4]

MEVALA
tha

Fatpemal I. Uy e [E & il

shiber; Flaer ark e in 1561, Spnies of =
bl e slabe fhisver o
[hee sjlvrer ar syl
1wl unal thy womels = 1
I Pl Seanida Devaiine o

iriee i Uil Wi



MW FLANPSRELIEE

i
Heeuhil mowniry
Sile &al Tha

mne Alars o aml bs New  Haisgmbice s

munk

iy e Sdals

SEW MENICOD

on in I912 as the #THS

N 1e racl
whkach onee ruled Hha

C f WiN an Endiont s
+ Fla trikes of Sbve Amsricana

1]

EW JERSEY

m 1787
1 KbiE
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FLAG DAY

Each vear on June 14, we celebrate the birthday of the Stars and
Stripes, which came into being on June 14, 1777. At that time, the
Second Continental Congress authorized a new flag o symbolize
thie new Nation, the United States of America.

The Stars and Stripes first flew in a Flag Day celebration in Tlart-
ford, Connecticul in 1861, during the first summer of the Civil
War. The first naticnal observance of Flag Day oceurred June 14,
1877, the centennial of the original flag resolution.

By the mid 183s the observance of Flag Day on June 14 was o
popular event. Mayors and governors began to issue proclamations
in their jurisdictions to celebrate this event.

In the yvears to follow, public sentiment for a naticoal Flag Day
ohservance greatly intensified. Numerous patriotic societies and
veterans groups became identified with the Flag Day movement,
Since their main ohjective was to stimulate patriotism among the
voung, schools were the first to become involved in flag activitics.

In 1816 President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation calling
for a nationwide observance of Flag Day on June 14. It was not
until 1949 that Congress made this day a permanent ohservance by
resolving “That the l4th day of June of esch year is hereby desig-
nuteed as Flag Day . . ." The measure was signed into law by Presi-
dent Harry Trurman

Although Flag Day is not celebrated as a Federal holiday, Ameri-
cons everywhere continue to honor the history and heritoge it rep-
resents.
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THE GREAT SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES

On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress passed a resolution au-
thorizing a committee to devise a seal for the United States of
Americie. This mission, designed to reflect the Founding Fathers
beliefs, values, and sovereignty of the new Nation, did not become
a reality until June 20, 1782

In hersldic devices, such as seals, each element has a specific
meaning, Even colors huve specific meanings. The colors red,
whites, and blue did not have meanings for the Stars and Stripes
when it was adopted in 1777. However, the colors in the Great Seal
did have specific meanings. Charles Thompson, Secrotary of the
Continental Congress, reporting to Congress on the Seal, stated:

“The colors of the pales (the vertical stripes) are those
used in the Mag of the United States of America; White sig-
nifies purity and innocence, Hed, hardiness & valour, and
Blue, the color of the Chief (the broad band above the
stripes) signifies vigilance, perseverance & justice.”

The obwverse front of the Great Seal—which is used 2,000 to 3,000
times a yeir—juthenticates the President's signature on numerous
official documents such as treaty ratifications, international agree-
ments, appointments of Ambassadors and evil officers, and commu-
nications from the President to heads of foreign governments, The
design of the obverse of the Seal, which is the U5, cost of arms, can
ke shown on coins, postage stamps, passports, monuments and flags,
iand in many other ways, The American public sees both the ob-
verse and less familiar reverse, which is never used as a seal, cvory
day when exchanging the 81 dollar hill.

The Great Seal die, counter die, press, and cabinet in which they
are housed, arc loeated in the Exhibit Hall of the Department of
State inside u locked glass enclosure, An officer from the Depart-
ment's Presidential Appointments Stalf does the actual sealing of
documents after the Seeretary of Stale has countersigned the Presi-
dent’s signature.
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[(Obverse)

The American bald eagle is prominently featured supporting
shield t'u!lllu::m*-el. of 13 red and white stripes {(pales) representing
the Thirteen Original States with a blue bar (chiel) uniting the
shicld and representing Congress. The motto of the United States,
E Pluribus Unum rl\'lt"il!'li.l'l.ﬂ ol oof ITLAT Y, (re], riefers bo Fhis union,
The olive branch and 13 arrows grasped by the eagle allude to
peace and war, powers solely vested in the Congress, and the con-
stellation of stirs symbaolizes the new Nation taking its place among
the soversign powers

(Reverse)

Thi j.:l:t'r:l]TI-itl signitics strength and duration: The e over it aml
the motto, Awnwit Coeptis (meaning He, [God,] hias fvored our un-
dertukings), allude to the muany nterventions of Providence in favor
of the American cause. The Homan numerals below are the date of
the Declarution of Independence. The words under 11, Noeus Ordo
Seclorum (meaning a new order of the ages), stgnify the beginning
of the new Amertican cra in 15776 . .
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FORT McHENRY

Fort MeHenry is located in Baltimore, Maryland. This low citadel
overlooks the entrance to Baltimore harbor and it s where the
Americans defended the city against British land and naval attack
on September 13=-14 in 15814, It was during this battle that Francis
Seott Key began the deafl 1o “The Star-Spangled Banner™ after
seeing the fag still Nving after a day and night of bombardment.

The fort continued in active military service for nearly a century
after the battle but changing technology eventually made it obso-
lete as a coastal defense svstem. Todav the 43-acre fort is preserved
as a mational menwment and historie shringe The properly s man-
pged by the Mational Park Serviee and the flag is fown over the
fort 24 hours a day,
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THE FLAG HOUSE

The Flag House is located on the northwest corner of Albemarle
and Pratt Streets in Baltimore, Marvland. It was the home of Mary
Pickersgill from 1807 to 1857, and it was where she made the origi-
nal “Star-Spangled Banner,” which measured 30 by 42 fect, The
stripes were two feel wide and the stars were two feet from point
bo point, Mrs. Pickersgill was paid 5405.90 for her services. The Aag
was delivered to Fort McHenry on August 19, 1813, a Fall year
before the Ruttle of Baltimore.

In 1876, Caroline Pickersgill Purdy wrote a letter to Georgling
Armistead Appleton, dasghter of the Fort MeHeonry Commandant,
in which she recounted the details of the making of the Mag. Caro-
line wrote:

“It was made by my mother, Mrs. Mary Pickersgill, and 1
mssisted her, My grundmother, Rebecea Young, made the
first Hag of the Revolution under General Washington's di-
rections, and for this reason my mother was selected by
Commodore Barney and General Stricker to make this
star-spangled banner, being sn exceedingly  patriobic
woman, This fag, 1 think, contained four bundred vards of
bunting, and my mother worked many nights until twelve
o'clock to complete it in a given time.”

The flag bears the auvtograph of Lt Col, George Armistead as
well as the date of the British bomburdment, The Rag remained in
the Armistead family for many vears ontil it was loaned to the
Smithsonian for an official display in 1907, On December 19, 1912,
it was donated to the Smithsonian where it is now on permanent
exhilil. In 1914, much-needed preservative work was done on the
flag by Mre. Amelis Fowler and several other restoration experts.
Although the flag was reduced in size in order to repair it, the rein-
foreement technigue used has preserved lis existence,

The Flag House s o Mational Historic Landmark, and s operated
by an independent non-profit association. The fag is Aown over the
house 24 hours a dav.



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

“1 PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAC OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND TO THE REFUBLIC FOR WHICH 1T
ASTANDS, ONE MNATION UNDER CROD, INDIVISIBLE, WITH LIL-
ERATY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL.™

The PFledge of Allogiance received official recognition by Cane
gress inoan Act approved on June 22, 1942, However, the pledge
was first published in 15892 in the Youth's Companion magazine in
Boston, Massuchusetts to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the dis-
covery of America, and was first used in public schools to celebrate
Columbus Doy on October 12, 18892,

In its original version, the pledge read “my Aag™ instead of “the
flag of the United States.” The change in the wording wis adopted
by the National Flag Conference in 1923, The rationale for the
change was that it prevented ambiguity among forcign-born chil-
dren und adults who might have the Nag of their native land in
mind when reciting the pledge.

The phrase “under God” was added to the pledge by o Congres-
sional act approved on June 14, 1954, Al that time, President Eisen-
hower suid:

“in this way we ure reaffirming the transeendence ol re-
ligiows faith in America’s herituge and future; in this way
we shall constantly strengthen those spiritual weapons
which forever will be our country’s most powerful resource
in peace and war.”
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THE AMERICAN'S CREED

I BELIEVE N THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AS A
GOVEANMENT OF THE PEQPLE, BY THE PEOPLE, FOR THE
PEOPLE; WHOSE JUST POWERS ARE DERIVED FROM THE
CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED: A DEMOCRACY IN A NEPUB-
LIC, A SOVEREIGN NATION OF MANY SOVEREIGN STATES; A
PERFEDT UNION, ONE AND INSEPARABLE; ESTABLISHED
UPON THOSE PRINCIPLES OF FREEDOM, EQUALITY, JUSTICE,
AND HUMANITY FOR WHICH AMERICAN PATHIOTS SACHI-
FICED THEIR LIVES AND FORTUNES.

| THEREFORE BELIEVE IT I5 MY DUTY TO MY COUNTRY
TO LOVE IT; TO SUPFOHRT ITS CONSTTTUTION; TO OBEY TS
LAWS: TO BRESPECT ITS FLAG: AND T0O DEFEND IT AGAINST
ALL ENEMIES

The Creed was written in 1918 by William Tyler Page of Friend-
ship Heights, Maryland in the course of a nationwide contest on the
subjecl. Page was o descendent of President Tyvler, and Representa-
tive John Page, who served in the Congress from 178887,

William Tvler Page began his governmenl earcer a8 4 Congres-
sionil page in December of 18581 In 1919, he was elected Clerk of
the House of Representatives, and held that position until Decem-
ber of 1931, A new post, Emeritus Minority Clork, was then ere-
ated for him which he occupied until his death on October 20,
1942,



SCHOOL PROJECTS

The study of the history and symbolism of lags is known as VEX-
ILLOLOGY from the Lakin word, VEXILLUM which means a square
flag or bunner

Numerous books have been written about the flag. Local and
school libruries should have a catalog reference for these books.
Also, military and veterans organizations as well as the Danghters

of the American Revolution and the American Legion provide
useful information on the flag and Mag code.

You also can find the complete flag code, including laws and
proclamations in the depesitory library in vour Congressional dis-
trict, Your local lbrarian can assist vou in obtaining information
from your nearest depasitery library,
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WTHE STARSPANGLED BANNER”

by Francis Scott Ney, September 1814
'-,\ (Sung to the tune “To Anacreom in Heaven ]

“0 say! can you see, by the daown's carly light,
What so proudly we fAail'd at the twilight's last gleaming?
“Whose broad stripes and Bright stars, thro' the perilous fight,
- ﬂ:rtﬁ:mnparun:mhﬁmmguﬂmﬁlymwnugu
Anel the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air”
Gave proof thro’ ﬂierﬂgﬁiﬂmmr_ﬂugmﬂ
O say! does that Star-Spangled Banner yet wave
Oer the land of the free and the home of the braver

O the shore, dimly seen thro' the mist of the deep,
: mtﬁ:ﬁu’:ﬁaugﬁgrﬁmin:fmﬂﬁfnwmm.
What is that which the breeze, 0'er the towering steep,
e As it fitfully Blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the momning's first beamn,
In full glory reflected mow shines in the stream.

"Tis the Star-Spangled Barnes. O long may it wave
Oler the land of the frec and the home of the brave,

“Anid where is that band who so vauntingly swore,
That the fhavoc of d the battle's confusion

A home and @ coun pave us M moTe!
Their blood their foul footstep’s pollution.

Mo refuge could s yond save S
Tl'mg.r.ﬁ:w . ) ditginmn

Blest with viet'sy and p
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