
PLANTS: Distribution UpdatePLANTS: Distribution Update

Users filling in the knowledge Users filling in the knowledge 
gaps on plant distributiongaps on plant distribution
–– Focusing on weedsFocusing on weeds
–– Encompassing all plantsEncompassing all plants

An NRCS-APHIS Partnership



PLANTS: Distribution Update (DU)PLANTS: Distribution Update (DU)

For submitting new state and For submitting new state and 
county records to PLANTScounty records to PLANTS
Accepts voucher, Accepts voucher, 
observation, & literature observation, & literature 
documentationdocumentation
GIS InputGIS Input
Validation processValidation process
Subscription alert for new Subscription alert for new 
state & county recordsstate & county records----Early Early 
Warning Rapid ResponseWarning Rapid Response

An NRCS-APHIS Partnership



How to Contribute Distribution DataHow to Contribute Distribution Data

Go to PLANTS Web SiteGo to PLANTS Web Site
–– http://http://plants.usda.govplants.usda.gov

ClickClick--Distribution UpdateDistribution Update
Voucher specimens & Voucher specimens & 
literature citations can be literature citations can be 
validated in a timely validated in a timely 
manner.manner.
Create an ID & Password Create an ID & Password 
that you can use to expedite that you can use to expedite 
future submissionsfuture submissions



Step 1Step 1

Contact InformationContact Information

Minimal data input Minimal data input 
requiredrequired

Aimed at single or Aimed at single or 
few submissions per few submissions per 
logonlogon



Step 2Step 2

Select speciesSelect species



Step 3aStep 3a

Location selectionLocation selection

Submit by:Submit by:
–– LatLat--LongLong
–– OnOn--line GISline GIS
–– TRSTRS
–– Only State/CountyOnly State/County



Step 3bStep 3b--GISGIS

If you select the GIS If you select the GIS 
submission routesubmission route

National coverageNational coverage
–– orthophotoorthophoto quadquad
–– QuadrangleQuadrangle

Occurrence located byOccurrence located by
–– PointPoint
–– RectangleRectangle



Step 4aStep 4a

Submission typeSubmission type
VoucherVoucher
LiteratureLiterature
ObservationObservation
–– Photo submissionPhoto submission

Note: Voucher & Note: Voucher & 
literature are more literature are more 
easily validatedeasily validated



Step 4bStep 4b

Submission commentsSubmission comments



Step 5Step 5

Opportunity to check Opportunity to check 
and revise inputand revise input



SubmitSubmit

Opportunity to Opportunity to 
add another at add another at 
Step 2Step 2

Bulk loads handled Bulk loads handled 
on a case by case on a case by case 
basisbasis



NRCS: A Global Plant NRCS: A Global Plant 
Information LeaderInformation Leader

USDA NRCSUSDA NRCS
National Plant Data CenterNational Plant Data Center
Baton RougeBaton Rouge
LouisianaLouisiana
USAUSA

http://http://npdc.usda.govnpdc.usda.gov
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