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Stntcmcnt of David Wilson 
Formcr KLZR C o n v ~ y  Commasder in Iraq 

I was w altanate convey conlmdcr and s convoy 
Rmt ("DR"] in lraq fmm Navembu 2003 until Mmch 2004. 1 &wd iu Kuwail at 
October -and went 10 work in kdq m the fist w& of Novmbh 
mi&sion, deliverin$ supplies wirhin Ltaq uadm iw LOGCAP 
100 missias dulnng my cmplsymcnl with D R .  

While 1 was in Tm 1 saw problew wiih K W s  missiov. 'In my opinion, tbe 
did w~ adL.quaYc1y plan hout they wsw going to do t l is  job. I arrived in Iraq six 
war and they still did not h v o  the right pcrsoml and equipment in ptscc. 

W R  ran MO antrays a c h  day, cwh in a di dm~t dkcctioa. The convoys usu ly had 
218 mcks with trailers, and 2 bobtails (tracks for mvcry) ,  and they went h n %  Camp ' c d ~  XI in 
sorlrhem imq to Camp Anaconda 300 miles to the wnh, a b ~ c  Baghdad. Wc aka slo ped at 
Camp Scani* whbh is n mid-pohl station between Ccd;Y lJ iu~d Anaconda. The pfob nn with 
having only hrvo crews was that if oiui had pmblms, thm ww1d benobody &ere %The ex[ day to 
tdce its place, i 

Whcn 1 .mivacl at Camp Arafjan ('TxvckviDi') in Kuwait, last Nwemkr, I no -ccd thit 
Ihcm werc atmu1 50-100 brand nc-w truck$ sitting them, umsed. I was m14 &at KBR \ rortgbt 
thesc trucks inro Kuwait ro we in the convoys. Fivc molrths I;l;rer, whtm L came how, a large 
number o f  trucks were still t b c .  no! being w d .  Thtsc arc S8$.W {or m ~ m )  Men: cr; and 
Volvo trucks th;;tt arc marked 'K6R-owned assets." I've becn toid that KBR could n get rhc 
right hjp to liccmc thc vehictfs to do b~~sincss in Kuwait, I don't h o w  if W R  biflc the V.S. 
~ovenunorrt for these mcks, but thcy were not u ~ c d  for a tl~ird or four& crew on tkc dar- 
A n a ~ n d i l  con%% ys. I 

As cvcq other Yucker workmg on thcrt convoys will rcfi YOU. 333R had virtui ly no 
Bcilitics in p l x e  to do mainrdrnncc on the mmks- At was iikc thdr whole prepantio was to buy 
the xmLcq him the drivers, and la  at rest &c care of itself. Tberr: wttc -Jkrralukly oil fdkrs 
or fuel films far months on end. It beggcd fin fdters. but ~ w c r  any. 1 was wM t oif 
changes werc "uur of ik questioh* i 

The I& of nraintenmc4 was a major problem for 'orrucks 
hir&ways. I1 xidition to being tbc convoy comwJcr. I also h v t  a truck. 
convoy, my truck shut down k w e  my hel fillet was IS 
the mjd-point station at Camp Sank,  ;End 1 got thc Am~y to use 
the bAcrs.  N that point, Z borrawod o %el fittct wrmch from a local 
filtcs myscuE, 1 rim ~ l i m  through it to clcm it oui, nud 1 acn found 
further. (Aftw ycm in the bucking business, I had P fcw hicks 
was able to rcplact the filter m d  at feast get ~ h c  truck going 
Cedar rurd requested a new hrl  filler, they relbscd, They said. 'Tour tfirck's 
it?* 1 an1 100% certain rhst if we had been out on thc open Iraqi 
Sc;trkin, we would ha% lost that truck - and ;111 becase oFa ficl 
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Somatinncs wc: wen: not so lucky. For some rcam that was ncvei exp2ainecl 
moved -all the spare tires in Kuwait. So when anc of our hacks sot a flat Lire on 
we had to lave it there t*w fbt! Iraqis to loot. which is jusf crazy- 1 manbcr 
whcn it happrncd. 'You just lost ycxmalfa $85.000 !m& hecausc of B spare tire." 

WE lost 0 t h ~ ~  trucks IW. We 10s a mck bwms wc didn't luvc a 125 b y d d i c  line to 
assid the clutch. Sonxc of thc hUCkS we tost due to accident& but cvcn thew we co~rld hm/c 
weci,if we had some way to tow thcnn, In my timc on chc: wad, f saw disabled, trucks - or what 
was IcA of than - ab3nJohed on ~ h c  ride of the road on il ddly basis, 

1 I 

I 
"ih& ijrom thc t r u ~ h  was idso s m;jor problem. KBR had us carry the 

suppIier on open pJJ2cts instcad of biih eitntaiaers. Although the fitbeds we 
dssignorf to cany Conex coat;liness. which arc sc~tmfly e;tsicr to toad lrnd 
them QIK)U&~, J w f  :ZbOUI cvery person w~rking on thc convoys p r c f d ,  
r c o o d a r l ,  that KBR use more cont;lincrs, but they did not So when 
swIl Iraqi towns at 4 or 5 miles per 110xtr. 1;hc local I r i s  wwitd just 

rtkC A m y  and KBR maploycm took thin@ ofithe crud& going soulh, altl16u 
not ?Ace myrhing of the t m k  going m k  While the trucks wcse secured in 
KBR w d  Amy personnel would came at ail lwws of the night and rock the 
nided thc supp1ica Kt was like rats swarming on chccsc. 

KUR did nor have good coorditlrhn about whmc the cargo was going or wh In. 
Sorntaimes, \YC would bring sttppJics into haq for a di tary  unit, bur the unit was a1 d *duty gone. 
We would t;rkc 311 tf~esc supplies back to Cedar 11, ;uzd sncthcr sonvoy would &O th, back to 
Kuwait, wen if there was (tlwthcr wit new Anaconda &A might ncd rhe same rhin s, If units 
al. Cebr II or Anaconda Ieamed thap we were bringing supplies back from Anaconda thcy would 
r,&e what they coutd got. e 

1 have no idea haw KBR ut the tnililary wcrc planning these convoys, or 
with dl thc lost ecyuip~~ent and silpplics. As f.w as accoun~ribitity, the 
demils abotrt the contents ofour cargo. The opmarion wasn't like in 
lravc 'SLC," or shipper load and count. Basically, all they wtm 
tiucks with frcigiit m them. 

A related problem was b t  D R  would run trucks empty quite o&cn. 
would have five cmpty trucks. somctimcs ;hey would have a dozen. Qnc 
and only one hjd anything on it. Nobody knew why wc wac hauling around 
dcfi~iitcly causcd extra w a r  and em, which jasr made aaintctmrcc a biggcr 
didn't makc smsc for s&ty, Wc ouly had dnrc military g n  if& escorting 
convoy of28 lmcks, which was two miles lony. T11et-c wmc several rimes wim 
tmks: bdth on rhc wny to Anaconda and thm vn the way buck to Ccdar 17. 1 
why kBR would hrrvc p i 3 d .  our fives in dwyer t b t  way ;far no masalt, 
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~ ~ ~ ~ l y ,  T catnc aader fin myself, inciding as mortar G T ~ ,  isnprovhd e x ~  
dtvi~c;s ("KIDS"), and shrapnel bouncing off my truck, so 1 know &om first-hand cxp 
dangers. Our convoys bad rocks ksthrawn through Ihc wiudshiclds. and we bad Iraqi?; ; 
thc roods. In somc cases, our drivcxs were seriously injured M&c Stroud. one of tht 
got hit wilh EDs a coup1.e tcimcs md l i~5~~ 'bged to drive on lhrough it. 'Chat wasn't a h  
case, however. 1 lost a good fr iad of mine, Al Kadcu, who got kjllcd dxivi.ng an SU' 

In March, m y  job w-as tcxminntcd. The documents terni~nrrting mc stutd  that 
bccausr: oTa '"bfixh of the codc of business conduct" w h a ~  uipposedfy S F~iled to rc 
vthiclcs In my convoy that ran hqis oIT thc road. /a problcm was that both KBR an1 
military rude clenr to cveryonc tha  this was what we wcxc sa~ppos4 lo dto. They wc 
'We crur'r reit you to do this, but jllgt remanher that if you get c=q,nucci, p u  will be : 
beaten, mpcd again, and bmmx again. So ir you need to pat vchicllez; off thc road, th: 
YOL( n d  SO doan Alkbough 1 nevcr wilnwsd it, I. know .trucks ran Ir;lqi's off r k  mai 
once h d  over the radio someone say, "I had to cmc that one to the side o f  the mad 
do~umcntcd my response to my ttrmina&ian, which you m a y  r d .  

Fi~lally, although I was a convoy commander, mR did not pay me a con Voy 
sulwy, bin R s~gulm trttck driva salaxy, f don't have m y  way ofktlowing wl~cccrhcr K 
my time fo tlxc U.S. govcmmcnt as a ccn~voy conunandtr. 

This informntiort basically rqwi],tS ?hc Wonnation I prov idcd to the Guvcrl~tn 
Cornmitkee on func 2,2004, when I was willing to tcs~ify if required. 
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