'FROM THE OFFICE OF T
_CONGRESSMAN ARLEY o. smeeens

1WASHINGTON, D. C.’-- Hon. Harley 0. Staggers,(D., w Va ), Cha1rman

of the House,Comm1ttee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce and of 1ts
Invest1gat10ns Subcomm1ttee,

today announced that the Invest1gat1ons
;lSubcommzttee staff has completed an in

-depth study into the use of 111ega1
jand dangerous drugs in sports at aI] Tevels of compet1t1on.

The i nvest1 -

;gat1on has d1sclosed that such drug use exists, 1n vary1ng degrees, in aTI;
'sports and ]eve]s of competltlon with few except1ons. In some instances, f

the degree of 1mproper drug use == pr1mar11y amphetamlnes and anabo]ic L

ster01ds --'can on]y be described as a]arm1ng.

"I am most re]uctant to parade witnesses in a hqf',

,;pub11c hearing who w111 g1ve test1mony on widespread drug use in the

fathlet1c wor]d ~ This may very well 1ead to greater drug experimentation

“by youngsters engag1ng in compet1t1ve sports. Our 1nvest1gat1on confirmed

vthe high degree to wh1ch aspiring young athletes emulate the actions, hablts,

and even superstitlons of their sport heroes. I have d1scussed the problem '

‘and our find1ngs,w1th the commxss1oners of the maJor profe551ona1 sports'

]eagues.< Based on the construct1ve responses and assurances I have

recevved from these gentlemen, I th1nk self-

-regulation will be intensified;;;
and w111 be effectwve.?” - | 4

in the near future wwth representatlves of amateur sports organ1zat1ons.

?ﬂ_Here again Mr. Staggers observed that tbe 1nvest1gat1on dlsclosed an

'"t:iurgent need for more aggress1ve act:'ton.'"-'j :

Cha1rman Staggers noted that he 1ntends to ho]d s1m11ar conferences }e‘j?i




- sources. . And moreover,

strfngént'penaftfesfop'i11egq} uée, l.e., fines, .
gﬁSuspension‘or even bérﬁihg,fbriiifé.tif Warranted ,
Af;Similarvdiscip]fﬁahyfattidn must be taken against tean physicians, trafngrsgf
:fcdécheg.dribther personnel if invﬁ]ved in‘either making such drdgs aVai]abIg g

- or COndoning their use. Other recommendations and ;uggestions

were
ﬁcommuhicgtgg to the officia?s during the meetings. S
'ffprﬁéwsubéommittee intends ‘to follow closely the efforts which'wflj no

be made byvthe sports.qrganizatioﬁs involvedAé

“of ¢ongréssEappearsfhécessanyg Chairman SﬁaggefsvaSsurgd thatlitéwi?}:bé]
initigted wjthout.de1ay;: S : S

nd 1f any action on thgﬂpaft;&;




