HENRY A. WAXMAN, CALIFORNIA,
CHAIRMAN

EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK

PAUL E. KANJORSKI, PENNSYLVANIA

CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK

ELWAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND

DENNIS J. KUCINICH, OHIO

DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS

JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS

WM. LACY CLAY, MISSOURI

DIANE E. WATSON, CALIFORNIA

STEPHEN F. LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS

BRIAN HIGGINS, NEW YORK

JOHN A. YARMUTH, KENTUCKY

BRUCE L. BRALEY, IOWA

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE

CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, MARYLAND

PAUL W. HODES, NEW HAMPSHIRE

CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY, CONNECTICUT

JOHN P. SARBANES, MARYLAND

PETER WELCH, VERMONT

JACKIE SPEIER, CALIFORNIA

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS

Congress of the United States

FHouge of Representatives

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM
2157 RAYBURN Houske OFFICE BUILDING
WAsHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

MagoRimy (202) 225-5051
FacsiMILE (202) 225-4784
MinoRITY  (202) 225-5074

www.oversight.house.gov

Opening Statement of Rep. Henry A. Waxman

Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
HL.R. 6575, the “Over-Classification Reduction Act”

July 23, 2008

TOM DAVIS, VIRGINIA,
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

DAN BURTON, INDIANA

CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, CONNECTICUT
JOHN M. MCHUGH, NEW YORK

JOHN L. MICA, FLORIDA

MARK E. SOUDER, INDIANA

TODD RUSSELL PLATTS, PENNSYLVANIA
CHRIS CANNON, UTAH

JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR., TENNESSEE
MICHAEL R. TURNER, OHIO

DARRELL E. ISSA, CALIFORNIA

KENNY MARCHANT, TEXAS

LYNN A, WESTMORELAND, GEORGIA
PATRICK T. McHENRY, NORTH CAROLINA
VIRGINIA FOXX, NORTH CAROLINA
BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA

BILL SALI, IDAHO

JIM JORDAN, OHIO

Today, Ranking Member Davis and I introduced H.R. 6575, the Over-Classification
Reduction Act. It seeks to address the ongoing problem in the federal government of over-

classification.

The National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States, popularly known
as the 9/11 Commission, recommended limiting unnecessary classification of documents and
providing incentives for information sharing. Seven years has passed since those horrific events
and our government still is not sharing important information.

Let me be clear: there is some information that must be protected because it could easily
threaten our national security. However, there is a tendency to overprotect information, and that
has adverse consequences as well. Over-classification actually hurts our efforts to fight terrorism
because it prevents agencies from sharing important information with relevant stakeholders
including state and local law enforcement and even other federal agencies. In addition, it
undermines public access to this important information.

The bill before us would call on the Archivist to promulgate regulations to prevent the
over-classification of information. In addition to reducing over-classification, the Archivist
would consider what classified information should be prepared in an unclassified format.
Agencies would be required to give employees training and the opportunity to challenge
classifications and agency Inspectors General would randomly audit classified information to
ensure that it is properly marked.

Although we have not had the opportunity to hold a hearing on this legislation because of
the tight congressional calendar, our Committee has had a number of oversight hearings on this
issue. Those hearings demonstrated a need for action on this issue. I urge all of my colleagues
to support this measure.



