
GAO
United States General Accounting Office
Public Affairs
MONTH IN REVIEW: 
OCTOBER 2002

Reports, Testimony, 
Correspondence, and 
Other Publications
GAO-03-335SP

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-03-335SP


About the Month in 
Review

The Month in Review is a comprehensive list of all reports, 

testimony, correspondence, and other publications issued by GAO 

during the previous month, grouped according to subject 

categories.

For information on specific reports, please contact appropriate 

GAO staff. GAO publishes the names of key contacts and their 

telephone numbers in each report.

If you have questions about the Month in Review, please call Jeff 

Nelligan, Managing Director of Public Affairs, at (202) 512-4800.
 



Page i GAO-03-335SP 

Contents

Month in Review: 
October 2002

1
Business, Industry, and Consumers 1
Economic Development 1
Education 1
Employment 1
Energy 2
Environmental Protection 2
Financial Institutions 2
Financial Management 2
Government Operations 3
Health 4
Homeland Security 4
Income Security 5
Information Management 5
International Affairs 5
Justice and Law Enforcement 6
National Defense 7
Natural Resources 8
Science, Space, and Technology 8
Social Services 8
Special Publications 9
Tax Policy and Administration 9
Transportation 9



Month in Review: October 2002
 

Business, Industry, and 
Consumers 

Financial Statement Restatements: Trends, Market Impacts, 

Regulatory Responses, and Remaining Challenges 

GAO-03-138, October 4, 2002 (262 pages). 

Telecommunications: Issues in Providing Cable and Satellite 

Television Services 

GAO-03-130, October 15, 2002 (51 pages). 

Economic 
Development 

Hazard Mitigation: Proposed Changes to FEMA’s Multihazard 

Mitigation Programs Present Challenges 

GAO-02-1035, September 30, 2002 (42 pages). 

Education Public Schools: Insufficient Research to Determine Effectiveness of 

Selected Private Education Companies 

GAO-03-11, October 29, 2002 (22 pages). 

Teacher Training Programs: Activities Underway to Improve 

Teacher Training, but Information Collected To Assess 

Accountability Has Limitations 

GAO-03-197T, October 9, 2002 (13 pages). 

Employment Collective Bargaining Rights: Information on the Number of 

Workers with and without Bargaining Rights 

GAO-02-835, September 13, 2002 (42 pages). 

High-Skill Training: Grants from H-1B Visa Fees Meet Specific 

Workforce Needs, but at Varying Skill Levels 

GAO-02-881, September 20, 2002 (77 pages). 
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Energy DOE Contractor Management: Opportunities to Promote Initiatives 

That Could Reduce Support-Related Costs 

GAO-02-1000, September 20, 2002 (24 pages). 

Environmental 
Protection 

Information on the Environmental Protection Agency’s Actual and 

Proposed Funding for Enforcement Activities for Fiscal Years 2001 

through 2003 

GAO-02-1096R, September 27, 2002 (6 pages). 

Financial Institutions Catastrophe Insurance Risks: The Role of Risk-Linked Securities 

GAO-03-195T, October 8, 2002 (6 pages). 

Catastrophe Insurance Risks: The Role of Risk-Linked Securities 

and Factors Affecting Their Use 

GAO-02-941, September 24, 2002 (59 pages). 

Federal Reserve System: The Surplus Account 

GAO-02-939, September 18, 2002 (24 pages). 

Federal Reserve System: Update on GAO’s 1996 Recommendations 

GAO-02-774, September 25, 2002 (18 pages). 

Weekend Settlement: Potential Benefits, Costs, and Legal Issues 

GAO-02-938, September 25, 2002 (33 pages). 

Financial Management Financial Management: FFMIA Implementation Necessary to 

Achieve Accountability 

GAO-03-31, October 1, 2002 (57 pages). 
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Financial Management: Strategies to Address Improper Payments 

at HUD, Education, and Other Federal Agencies 

GAO-03-167T, October 3, 2002 (31 pages). 

Financial Management: Survey of Capitalization Threshold and 

Other Policies for Property, Plant, and Equipment 

GAO-03-42, October 15, 2002 (81 pages). 

Purchase Cards: Navy Vulnerable to Fraud and Abuse but Is Taking 

Action to Resolve Control Weaknesses 

GAO-03-154T, October 8, 2002 (26 pages). 

Purchase Cards: Navy is Vulnerable to Fraud and Abuse but Is 

Taking Action to Resolve Control Weaknesses 

GAO-02-1041, September 27, 2002 (93 pages). 

Travel Cards: Control Weaknesses Leave Army Vulnerable to 

Potential Fraud and Abuse 

GAO-03-169, October 11, 2002 (102 pages). 

Travel Cards: Control Weaknesses Leave Navy Vulnerable to Fraud 

and Abuse 

GAO-03-148T, October 8, 2002 (34 pages). 

Government 
Operations 

Contract Management: Guidance Needed for Using Performance-

Based Service Contracting 

GAO-02-1049, September 23, 2002 (19 pages). 

Electronic Transfers: Use by Federal Payment Recipients Has 

Increased but Obstacles to Greater Participation Remain 

GAO-02-913, September 12, 2002 (68 pages). 

The American Community Survey: Accuracy and Timeliness Issues 
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GAO-02-956R, September 30, 2002 (33 pages). 

Health Anthrax Vaccine: GAO’s Survey of Guard and Reserve Pilots and 

Aircrew 

GAO-02-445, September 20, 2002 (49 pages). 

Bone Marrow Transplants: Despite Recruitment Successes, National 

Program May Be Underutilized 

GAO-03-182, October 18, 2002 (42 pages). 

Medicare Hospital Payments: Refinements Needed to Better 

Account for Geographic Differences in Wages 

GAO-02-963, September 30, 2002 (36 pages). 

Medicare Physician Payments: Medical Settings and Safety of 

Endoscopic Procedures 

GAO-03-179, October 18, 2002 (24 pages). 

Homeland Security Critical Infrastructure Protection: Commercial Satellite Security 

Should Be More Fully Addressed 

GAO-02-781, August 30, 2002 (45 pages). 

Homeland Security: Department of Justice’s Response to Its 

Congressional Mandate to Assess and Report on Chemical Industry 

Vulnerabilities 

GAO-03-24R, October 10, 2002 (11 pages). 

Homeland Security: Information Sharing Activities Face Continued 

Management Challenges 

GAO-02-1122T, October 1, 2002 (49 pages). 
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Homeland Security: OMB’s Temporary Cessation of Information 

Technology Funding for New Investments 

GAO-03-186T, October 1, 2002 (14 pages). 

Income Security Private Pensions: Participants Need Information on the Risks of 

Investing in Employer Securities and the Benefits of Diversification 

GAO-02-943, September 6, 2002 (53 pages). 

Information 
Management 

Employee Privacy: Computer-Use Monitoring Practices and Policies 

of Selected Companies 

GAO-02-717, September 27, 2002 (15 pages). 

Information Management: Selected Agencies’ Handling of Personal 

Information 

GAO-02-1058, September 30, 2002 (65 pages). 

Information Technology: Issues Affecting Cost Impact of Navy 

Marine Corps Intranet Need to Be Resolved 

GAO-03-33, October 31, 2002 (43 pages). 

Social Security Administration: Fugitive Felon Program Could 

Benefit from Better Use of Technology 

GAO-02-346, September 6, 2002 (49 pages). 

United States Postal Service: Opportunities to Strengthen IT 

Investment Management Capabilities 

GAO-03-3, October 15, 2002 (83 pages). 

International Affairs Arms Control: Efforts to Strengthen the Biological Weapons 

Convention 
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GAO-02-1038NI, September 30, 2002 (43 pages). 

Benefits and Costs of the Debt Relief Enhancement Act of 2002 

GAO-03-215R, October 11, 2002 (15 pages). 

Chemical Weapons: Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons Needs Comprehensive Plan to Correct Budgeting 

Weaknesses 

GAO-03-5, October 24, 2002 (31 pages). 

Export Promotion: Mixed Progress in Achieving a Governmentwide 

Strategy 

GAO-02-850, September 4, 2002 (42 pages). 

International Trade: Advisory Committee System Should Be 

Updated to Better Serve U.S. Policy Needs 

GAO-02-876, September 24, 2002 (114 pages). 

Nonproliferation: Strategy Needed to Strengthen Multilateral 

Export Control Regimes 

GAO-03-43, October 25, 2002 (49 pages). 

World Trade Organization: Analysis of China’s Commitments to 

Other Members 

GAO-03-4, October 3, 2002 (94 pages). 

Justice and Law 
Enforcement 

Border Security: Visa Process Should Be Strengthened as an 

Antiterrorism Tool 

GAO-03-132NI, October 21, 2002 (76 pages). 

Customs Service: Acquisition and Deployment of Radiation 

Detection Equipment 

GAO-03-235T, October 17, 2002 (5 pages). 
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Immigration Benefits: Eighth Report Required by the Haitian 

Refugee Immigration Fairness Act of 1998 

GAO-03-240R, October 22, 2002 (4 pages). 

National Defense Army Logistics: Report on Manpower and Workload System 

Inadequate and System Interface Untested 

GAO-03-21, October 30, 2002 (27 pages). 

Chemical and Biological Defense: Observations on DOD’s Risk 

Assessment of Defense Capabilities 

GAO-03-137T, October 1, 2002 (17 pages). 

Defense Acquisitions: DOD Has Implemented Section 845 

Recommendations but Reporting Can Be Enhanced 

GAO-03-150, October 9, 2002 (15 pages). 

Defense Infrastructure: Fire Protection at Philadelphia Naval 

Business Center Meets Response Standards 

GAO-03-20, October 29, 2002 (22 pages). 

Defense Inventory: Better Reporting on Spare Parts Spending Will 

Enhance Congressional Oversight 

GAO-03-18, October 24, 2002 (21 pages). 

Defense Management: Munitions Requirements and Combatant 

Commanders’ Needs Require Linkage 

GAO-03-17, October 15, 2002 (17 pages). 

Defense Trade: Mitigating National Security Concerns under Exon-

Florio Could Be Improved 

GAO-02-736, September 12, 2002 (34 pages). 
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Depot Maintenance: Change in Reporting Practices and 

Requirements Could Enhance Congressional Oversight 

GAO-03-16, October 18, 2002 (45 pages). 

Military Operations: Information on U.S. Use of Land Mines in the 

Persian Gulf War 

GAO-02-1003, September 30, 2002 (69 pages). 

Natural Resources Invasive Species: Clearer Focus and Greater Commitment Needed 

to Effectively Manage the Problem 

GAO-03-1, October 22, 2002 (101 pages). 

Oregon Inlet Jetty Project: Environmental and Economic Concerns 

Need to Be Resolved 

GAO-02-803, September 30, 2002 (87 pages). 

Science, Space, and 
Technology 

Space Transportation: Challenges Facing NASA’s Space Launch 

Initiative 

GAO-02-1020, September 17, 2002 (22 pages). 

Social Services Charitable Choice: Federal Guidance on Statutory Provisions Could 

Improve Consistency of Implementation 

GAO-02-887, September 10, 2002 (32 pages). 

Child Care: States Exercise Flexibility in Setting Reimbursement 

Rates and Providing Access for Low-Income Children 

GAO-02-894, September 18, 2002 (39 pages). 

Child Care: States Have Undertaken A Variety of Quality 

Improvement Initiatives, but More Evaluations of Effectiveness Are 

Needed 
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GAO-02-897, September 6, 2002 (60 pages). 

Welfare Reform: Implementation of Fugitive Felon Provisions 

Should Be Strengthened 

GAO-02-716, September 25, 2002 (52 pages). 

Special Publications Highlights of a GAO Roundtable: The Chief Operating Officer 

Concept: A Potential Strategy To Address Federal Governance 

Challenges 

GAO-03-192SP, October 4, 2002 (10 pages). 

Tax Policy and 
Administration 

Information on Federal Contractors That Are Incorporated 

Offshore 

GAO-03-194R, October 1, 2002 (8 pages). 

Transportation Airport Finance: Using Airport Grant Funds for Security Projects 

Has Affected Some Development Projects 

GAO-03-27, October 15, 2002 (22 pages). 

Aviation Safety: Better Guidance and Training Needed on Providing 

Files on Pilots’ Background Information 

GAO-02-722, August 30, 2002 (126 pages). 

Commercial Aviation: Financial Condition and Industry Responses 

Affect Competition 

GAO-03-171T, October 2, 2002 (16 pages). 

Highway Projects: Extent of Projects with Unobligated Balances of 

Greater Than 85 Percent as of August 16, 2002 

GAO-02-1059R, September 23, 2002 (7 pages). 
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Intercity Passenger Rail: Potential Financial Issues in the Event 

That Amtrak Undergoes Liquidation 

GAO-02-871, September 20, 2002 (36 pages). 

Surface and Maritime Transportation: Challenges and Strategies for 

Enhancing Mobility 

GAO-02-1132T, September 30, 2002 (24 pages). 

Surface and Maritime Transportation: Developing Strategies for 

Enhancing Mobility: A National Challenge 

GAO-02-775, August 30, 2002 (78 pages). 
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GAO’s Mission The General Accounting Office, the investigative arm of Congress, exists to 
support Congress in meeting its constitutional responsibilities and to help improve 
the performance and accountability of the federal government for the American 
people. GAO examines the use of public funds; evaluates federal programs and 
policies; and provides analyses, recommendations, and other assistance to help 
Congress make informed oversight, policy, and funding decisions. GAO’s 
commitment to good government is reflected in its core values of accountability, 
integrity, and reliability.

Obtaining Copies of 
GAO Reports and 
Testimony

The fastest and easiest way to obtain copies of GAO documents at no cost is 
through the Internet. GAO’s Web site (www.gao.gov) contains abstracts and full-
text files of current reports and testimony and an expanding archive of older 
products. The Web site features a search engine to help you locate documents 
using key words and phrases. You can print these documents in their entirety, 
including charts and other graphics.

Each day, GAO issues a list of newly released reports, testimony, and 
correspondence. GAO posts this list, known as “Today’s Reports,” on its Web site 
daily. The list contains links to the full-text document files. To have GAO e-mail this 
list to you every afternoon, go to www.gao.gov and select “Subscribe to GAO 
Mailing Lists” under “Order GAO Products” heading.

Order by Mail or Phone The first copy of each printed report is free. Additional copies are $2 each. A check 
or money order should be made out to the Superintendent of Documents. GAO 
also accepts VISA and Mastercard. Orders for 100 or more copies mailed to a single 
address are discounted 25 percent. Orders should be sent to:

U.S. General Accounting Office
441 G Street NW, Room LM
Washington, D.C. 20548

To order by Phone: Voice: (202) 512-6000 
TDD: (202) 512-2537 
Fax: (202) 512-6061

To Report Fraud, 
Waste, and Abuse in 
Federal Programs

Contact:

Web site: www.gao.gov/fraudnet/fraudnet.htm
E-mail: fraudnet@gao.gov
Automated answering system: (800) 424-5454 or (202) 512-7470

Public Affairs Jeff Nelligan, Managing Director, NelliganJ@gao.gov (202) 512-4800
U.S. General Accounting Office, 441 G Street NW, Room 7149 
Washington, D.C. 20548
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