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Ms. SACHSMAN. On behalf of The Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I want to thank you for being here today. I
especially want to thank you for your willingness to come in today
voluntarily, and I want to explain to you that we will do our best
to be respectful of your time.

This proceeding today is known as a deposition. The Chairman
of the Committee has sought this deposition as part of the commit-
tee’s investigation into three matters: first, the involvement of the
White House’s Office of Political Affairs in directing or scheduling
the travel of agency officials; the second is the involvement of the
Office of Political Affairs in providing political presentations to
Federal officials at various agencies; and the third is the use of
RNC e-mail accounts by White House officials.

The person transcribing this proceeding is a House reporter and
a notary public authorized to administer oaths. She will now place
you under oath.

[Witness sworn.]
Ms. SACHSMAN. My name is Susanne Sachsman. I have been des-

ignated as majority counsel for this round of the deposition. I am
accompanied to my right by David Leviss who is counsel for the
committee, and we actually have a number of different committee
staff members who are here.

Ms. AMERLING. Kristin Amerling.
Mr. BARNETT. Phill Barnett.
Mr. RAPALLO. David Rapallo.
Ms. LAITIN. Anna Laitin.
Mr. EGGLESTON. Is everyone here a Committee staffer, other

than the court reporter and the three of us?
Ms. SACHSMAN. Yes. That is based on our Committee rules.
Would minority counsel please identify yourselves.
Mr. AUSBROOK. Keith Ausbrook.
Mr. CASTOR. Steve Castor.
Ms. SAFAVIAN. Jennifer Safavian.
Ms. SACHSMAN. Ms. Taylor’s counsel, would your identify your-

self?
Mr. EGGLESTON. Sure. I am Neil Eggleston and, with me is Mary

Lovejoy who is actually a summer associate, so she’s not quite yet
a lawyer but she’s working with me, and I’m at the law firm of
Debevoise & Plimpton.

Ms. SACHSMAN. Before beginning the deposition, I am going to go
over some standard instructions and explanations regarding the
deposition.

Ms. Taylor, because you have been placed under oath, your testi-
mony here has the same force and effect as if you were testifying
before the Committee. If you knowingly provide false testimony,
you can be subject to criminal prosecution for perjury and making
false statements or other related offenses. Do you understand that?

The WITNESS. Yes.
Ms. SACHSMAN. Is there any reason you would be unable to pro-

vide truthful answers in today’s deposition?
The WITNESS. There is not.
Ms. SACHSMAN. Under the Committee’s rules, you are allowed to

have an attorney present, and you do.
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The deposition will proceed as follows. I will ask questions re-
garding the subject matter of the Committee’s investigation for up
to 1 hour. When I am finished, the minority counsel or a minority
member will have the opportunity to ask you questions for up to
one hour. Then there will be additional rounds of questions that al-
ternate between the majority and minority.

The reporter will be taking down everything that you say, and
we will be making a written record of the deposition. You need to
give verbal, audible answers because the reporter cannot record
nods and gestures. Also, for the record to be clear, please wait until
I finish each question before you begin your answer, and I will wait
until you finish your response before asking you the next question.

Do you understand that?
The WITNESS. Seems pretty clear.
Ms. SACHSMAN. If you don’t hear or understand a question,

please say so, and we will repeat or rephrase it. If I ask you about
a conversation or event in the past and you’re unable to recall the
exact words or details, you should testify to the substance of such
conversations or events to the best of your recollection. If you recall
only a part of the conversation or event, you should give us your
best recollection of those events or parts of the conversation that
you do recall. Do you understand that?

The WITNESS. Uh-huh.
Ms. SACHSMAN. Ms. Taylor, do you have any questions before we

begin the deposition?
Mr. EGGLESTON. Just before we start, I would like to say, I spoke

to the White House yesterday and asked that they be present here
today. And they told me the Committee had refused their request
to be present. I just want to put on the record our objection to that.

As you know, she is a White House official, was a White House
official. She is going to be asked about events that took place at
the White House, I suspect. I don’t know whether you are going to
ask her questions that might implicate the privilege, but it is not
surprising that the privilege is an area of hot contest between the
White House and Congress right now, and we could be in a situa-
tion—she is a private individual. I am a private attorney. I do not
represent the White House, do not protect their interests, and al-
though she said before that she’s respectful of the President’s re-
quest that she not reveal matters covered by executive privilege, it
is very difficult for us to make those determinations. I think it
would have been more appropriate to have the White House Coun-
sel here.

It could result in delays. There could be occasions where we go
outside and call them. It may be that we are not able to answer
questions because they are not here, and if they had been here, we
would be perfectly willing to answer. So we object to the Commit-
tee’s decision not to permit them to be present.

The WITNESS. Why can’t they be here?
Ms. SACHSMAN. The Committee rules do not allow outside coun-

sel to be here. So you are permitted to have private counsel, but
the Committee rules don’t allow agency counsel or White House
Counsel to be present.

The WITNESS. The Senate rules didn’t allow my attorney to sit
next to me, but they allowed him to sit next to me anyway. I un-
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derstand it’s a rule, but clearly, at times, the rules have been
changed for extraordinary circumstances.

Ms. SACHSMAN. It’s my understanding that the only thing that
the White House has claimed executive privilege for are the U.S.
Attorney issues. And we are not planning to get into any of those
issues today. So I think we will be at least quite clear of those
issues if that is one of your concerns.

Mr. EGGLESTON. We understand you have made a decision, but
we don’t really know obviously what your questions are going to be,
and the way the White House does these things is I think they
hear about areas, and we don’t quite know the questions, and so
there is an uncertainty here. We think it would have been better
to have them here. We understand you have made a decision. But
we just wanted to put on the record that there could be frustrations
here that would have been solved if they had been here. But we
are prepared to go forward.

Mr. AUSBROOK. Let me make sure I understand, if there is a
question that you think may implicate these privileges, you may
ask for a moment to consider it and possibly consult with the
White House on that.

Mr. EGGLESTON. Correct.

EXAMINATION

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: Ms. Taylor, would you please state your full name for the
record?

A: Sara Marie Taylor.
Q: And where are you currently employed?
A: I am currently employed at a media consultancy firm.
Q: What’s your current position?
A: Partner.
Q: Before that, you were at the White House?
A: I was.
Q: And when did you leave the White House?
A: My last day was May 30th of this year.
Q: How long were you employed at the White House, and in what

different positions?
A: I was employed at the White House on two occasions. I began

with the administration and left in May of—well, May or June of
2003. I then returned February of 2005, departing May 30th of this
year.

Q: What was your position from the beginning of the administra-
tion until May or June of——

A: I had two different positions in the administration. The first
was I was an associate director in the Office of Political Affairs,
and my previous job was as the director of Political Affairs.

Q: To whom did you report when you were the associate director
in Political Affairs?

A: Ken Mehlman.
Q: And when you were the director of Political Affairs?
A: Karl Rove.
Q: In between that time, did you leave to work on the campaign?
A: I did. I worked on the re-election.
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Q: What was your position?
A: I was a strategist.
Q: What were your official duties as the director of public affairs?
A: Director of Political Affairs.
Q: I’m sorry, Political Affairs.
A: My official duties were to work within the confines of the

White House and the administration to help implement the Presi-
dent’s policies.

Q: Can you explain in more detail, the President’s policies re-
garding—it’s Political Affairs, so that is somewhat confusing to us.

A: Again, I worked to help implement the President’s policies.
That could be any number of things. That could be working with
the legislative affairs staff on legislation and legislative strategy.
That can be working with State and local leaders to help build sup-
port for his agenda, his policies.

Q: Can you describe what percentage of your time was spent on
different duties?

A: I’m not sure I understand the question.
Q: You said one of the things that you did was work with the

legislative affairs staff. How much of your time in a week was
spent on that?

A: Obviously it would depend what was going on. So when Con-
gress was in session, it would be more. When they were in recess,
it would be less. I worked with all the offices. One of the things
that probably took up most of my time was the President’s domes-
tic travel, of which the Political Affairs Office serves as the project
officer on all of his domestic travel. So if he’s doing a trip some-
where within the confines of the United States, we are coordinating
with Advance, with Scheduling, Speech Writing, with every office
within the White House to make sure that that trip is a success
and he’s well—he has everything that he needs to be able to talk
about whatever message he is there talking about.

Q: So one of the roles was to coordinate domestic travel for the
President?

A: It was.
Q: And that included, I guess, policy events as well as campaign

events?
A: It included all domestic travel, with the exception of, if there

was something like a disaster, usually a natural disaster, Advance
would, such a short-notice trip, they would just handle it.

Q: Can you tell me the exact dates that you worked—I’m sorry,
that you were not at the White House. You said you left in May
or June of 2003.

A: I don’t recall the exact date. I believe that the last date—I just
don’t recall. I think I started with the re-elect sometime the first
week of June, but I couldn’t be for certain. I would have to go check
for you. I returned, I believe February 1 was my first day, but it
could have been that first week of February; may have been actu-
ally January 30th.

Q: Was one of your roles in the Office of Political Affairs to assist
in campaign activities?

A: My role in the Office of Political Affairs was to help make sure
the President was well served, well briefed and the limited amount
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of time that he had to spend on politics was spent in a way that
was most respectful of his time.

Q: Did you perform, I guess, separate political duties in your role
as director of Political Affairs?

A: My understanding, all the staff members of the Executive Of-
fice of the President, of which I was one, are able to participate in
political activity in their personal capacity. And so, you know, obvi-
ously, I am somebody who has a political background, and part of
my job is to help advise the President on how he spends his time
politically. That requires me to have a vast amount of knowledge
to be able to make determinations on his behalf. And so, at times,
in my personal capacity, I did engage in political activity.

Q: What were the—how did you determine whether the activity
that you were doing was political or official?

A: A political activity, as I understand it, would be advocating
the election or defeat of a candidate. And so if I was advocating the
election or defeat of a candidate, I understood that to be political
activity. If I was simply scheduling the President, I understood
that to be an official capacity.

Q: What if you were scheduling the President for a campaign
event where he was going to advocate the election of somebody?

A: It is always a tough call when you are in that job, to make
sure that you are not doing anything on use of official equipment
and official time. So I always just tried to err in the abundance of
caution to make sure that I was not using government equipment
for sort of political purposes. So certainly to the best of our ability,
we always tried to make sure that while we were helping serve the
President, and I think there are plenty of people who would argue
that simply helping the President engage in his daily activity,
whatever he chooses them to be, is all official, but out of an abun-
dance of caution would always try to make sure I was using politi-
cal equipment when I was doing those things.

Q: So just so that I’m clear, if you were helping to arrange for
travel for the President in which he was going to go to a campaign
event and advocate for the election of somebody, you would try and
use political equipment for that?

A: To the best of my recollection, that’s correct, yes.
Q: Because that would be a political activity.
A: Again, Susanne, I think that there are plenty of attorneys who

would argue that if you are—if you work for the President, the
President traveling on behalf of a candidate is an activity in the
day of the President. And if you’re working for him and you’re sim-
ply facilitating his activity, that is an official activity in your offi-
cial capacity as a member of the President’s staff. Out of an abun-
dance of caution, I always tried to use political equipment, just to
be careful, just to make sure, just to be respectful of the office in
which I served.

Q: When you did that, would you do that kind of planning during
your free time or during official work time?

A: I have no doubt that all the members in this room here spend
an enormous amount of time in their offices. I know I certainly did.
White House employees are 24-7. It is not unusual to be dealing
with problems with a domestic event at 6:30 in the morning or
11:30 at night. So I was pretty much on call 24-7. So, you know,
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you have to, again, to the best of your ability, use your judgment
when you’re doing those things. That is what I always tried to do.

So, you know, planning the President’s schedule, to me, regard-
less of what he’s doing, is probably an official activity. Again, advo-
cating the election or defeat of somebody is a political activity. And
I would say that most of the things that my staff and colleagues
within the Political Affairs Office did would largely be official ac-
tivities.

Q: How about when you were—it’s my understanding, correct me
if I’m wrong, that one of the things that you did was keep sort of
an enormous amount of polling data on different races as they were
progressing.

A: I don’t know if I would say I kept polling data. I certainly was
a connoisseur of polling data. I served in a polling capacity at a
couple points in my life, so I know a lot about it. But, yeah, I paid
attention to that.

Q: Was that something that you did in your official capacity or
would that have been something you considered to be political?

A: I think it would depend, Susanne. My job as the director of
Political Affairs is to help advise the President, Vice President and
others. And so if the President has a limited amount of time and
it is my job to make sure that I am advising him on how to spend
his time, I need to have an enormous amount of capacity and un-
derstanding of the political landscape of America.

If someone were to call me and ask me my personal opinion
about their particular race, and they sent me their polling data,
and I can’t say that I know of a specific instance, that would prob-
ably be a political activity, and I would do that on my personal
time. But simply reading a poll so that you are able to answer a
question for the President of the United States, I would, again,
would be official activity.

Q: You had a separate title of deputy assistant to the President.
Did that separate title carry with it some separate responsibilities?

A: No. Just the structure of the White House.
Mr. AUSBROOK. Can we identify your other staff for the record,

please? Your seventh and eighth staff person here today.
Ms. SACHSMAN. I missed them behind me.
Could you identify yourselves for the record?
Mr. SIEGLER. Matthew Siegler, majority staff.
Mr. BUFFONE. Sam Buffone, majority staff.
Mr. AUSBROOK. Thank you.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: When you took over as director of OPA, did you make any
changes in the structure of the function of the office?

A: No, nothing substantive. Nothing that I recall substantive. I
may have switched around some peoples’ responsibilities a little
bit, but nothing substantive.

Q: And as director of Political Affairs, how many employees did
you supervise?

A: Let’s see, it would depend on the time of the year and what
was going on, but between 10 and as high at some point as maybe
16. But, again, it would sort of ebb and flow. There were people
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who worked in other offices in which I would work closely with,
who could argue I had a supervisory capacity over them in a func-
tional perspective but not necessarily in a technical perspective.

Q: Would those people be in addition to the 10 to 16?
A: No, that’s inclusive.
Q: What are you thinking about in the 10 to 16, are those gen-

erally people who are associate directors in OPA?
A: They are associate directors. They are staff assistants, yes.
Q: Then what would be the other groups that you would be func-

tionally supervising but not officially?
A: There are people in the Strategic Initiatives Office. So I

worked closely with a lot of those staff members because of sort of
long-term White House planning. I worked very closely with Sched-
uling. I worked very closely with Advance. When you get toward
the end—different times, depending on what the President’s travel
is, how much he is doing domestically, you could be more engaged
with people, less engaged. Just sort of depends.

Q: Can you give me the names of these people?
A: You really want me to go through every name of the people

I work closely with?
Q: How about the people that you were supervising?
A: People who worked for me in my office. Scott Jennings, Jane

Cherry.
Q: What was Jane Cherry’s title?
A: She was an associate director. The last assistant in that de-

partment was Jocelyn Webster. They hired somebody right as I
was leaving, and for whatever reason—Jocelyn Webster, that is
who worked in that capacity most of the time; Jonathan Felts, who
was an associate director; Jon Seaton; Steven Soper; Brad Smith
was my last assistant; Paris Dennard; Korinne Kubena; Trey Best;
Nick Sinatra; Jason Huntsberry.

I don’t want to miss anybody and if they read this will be of-
fended.

Let’s see, I am missing somebody. I will put my apologies on the
record if I have forgotten somebody I worked directly with. Cliff
Rosenberger, my favorite. It is not surprising, there is a lot of—
there can be a lot of turnover, particularly depending upon the
time of the year. I have had a lot of people work with me. Annie
Mayol, somebody who has worked with me; she hasn’t for some
time.

Q: Did you have an assistant named Meridith MacIntyre?
A: Meredith was her official name. I did. She worked for me for

about a year and a half. Wonderful girl, for the record. Very bright.
Q: I’m sure she will appreciate that. Who did you work most

closely with from Scheduling?
A: Well, I worked directly with the President’s scheduler Melissa

Bennett often, and I worked with the President’s surrogate sched-
uler, a woman named Mindy McLaughlin. But I really worked with
the whole office because of the role of the Office of Political Affairs
in helping coordinate the President’s domestic travel, that each of
the schedulers who worked for him would be involved in our trip
processes.

Q: Who from Strategic Initiatives?
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A: I worked very closely with Pete Wehner, who was the director
of the office. I worked very closely with Barry Jackson. I worked
very closely with a guy named Nick Thompson, and previously, be-
fore he left, a young man named Michael Ellis.

Q: And when you were an associate director at OPA, did you ever
work under Matt Schlapp?

A: Matt was the deputy director of the Political Affairs Office
when I was an associate director, so I guess in a technical capacity,
that is correct, although I sort of functionally reported to Mr.
Mehlman.

Q: Can you describe what the Office of Surrogate Scheduling
does?

A: The Office of Surrogate Scheduling works to help make sure
that if the President, Vice President, others in the administration
aren’t able to attend an event, that they find surrogates further to
speak on behalf of the President, First Lady. They also work closely
with the Cabinet agencies to make sure that they are out spreading
the President’s message.

Q: So it’s my understanding from what you said that that is not
within the Office of Political Affairs; it’s separate?

A: Again, sort of back to my—sort of, technically, it is; the person
worked for Scheduling. Because of the structure of the White
House and the fact that you have the Office of Political Affairs,
which is organized regionally, and most surrogate activity would
take place outside of the greater Washington area, that you have
a very close working relationship and, you know, sort of function-
ally, you know, worked very closely with the surrogate operation,
yes.

Q: Do you know whether Mindy McLaughlin had other respon-
sibilities other than scheduling surrogate events?

A: I don’t. I mean, I suspect that she did. She was one of the
President’s schedulers for a long time. She knew that system inside
and out, so you’d have to talk to her supervisor, but I suspect that
she—everybody who worked at the White House wears many hats.
There’s plenty of work to go around.

Q: I’m going to show you a document that we will mark as Ex-
hibit 1. I’m showing you a memo from Mindy McLaughlin and Sara
Taylor to Doug Simon dated October 17th, 2006.

[Taylor Exhibit No. 1 was marked for identification.]

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: Doug Simon was the White House liaison at the National Of-
fice of Drug Control Policy. The subject line is, ‘‘Director Walter’s
suggested event participation.’’

Have you seen this document or a version of this document be-
fore?

A: Possibly. I can’t recall specifically seeing this document.
Q: Are you familiar with the fact that Mindy McLaughlin was

creating these kind of documents?
A: I am.
Q: And do you know why you are listed as one of the authors of

the memo?

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 13:39 Sep 29, 2008 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 C:\DOCS\DEPO KATIE PsN: KATIE



10

A: She would have listed me as an author sort of as a reflection
of my view on what I believed was a good use of an opportunity
to go out and talk about what the President and the administration
is doing to combat drug use.

Q: Would she have discussed the, I guess, suggested events with
you before they got onto this list?

A: She may have.
Q: Would she have put them on herself, on her own?
A: She would likely have, you know, used a combination of talk-

ing to people, taking input from people within the office, with me.
A lot of these members call a lot, and so she is probably trying to
be helpful to them. We are trying to be helpful to them as they
want to highlight what they are doing on behalf of combating drug
use.

Q: Would you have reviewed these types of memos before they
went out?

A: Possibly.
Q: By possibly, do you mean you reviewed some of them but not

all of them?
A: Probably. That’s probably a fair characterization. But I can’t

say for sure. I don’t recall sort of reviewing every specific memo.
Q: It’s my understanding from the documents we’ve received that

she sent out these, at least in 2006, maybe 20 to 40 times each
agency. I would assume you never saw each and every one of those.

A: I don’t know.
Q: Are you familiar with how often they did go out to each agen-

cy?
A: No. I didn’t know how often specifically they were sent.
Q: Can you describe what the process was for the creation of a

suggested event lift for an agency?
A: Many factors. As a general rule, we want to work with these

Cabinet Secretaries to help make sure that when they are out
speaking on behalf of the administration on their respective activi-
ties, that their time is being well spent, that they’re garnering a
maximum amount of press coverage, that they’re not in a situation
where there’s no crowd, there’s no press.

And so, as a general rule, we get inundated; that office has his-
torically been inundated with calls for help on any number of lev-
els, so we tried to, obviously as a function of working with Mem-
bers of Congress, building relationships, trying to be helpful, any
number of factors would go into this.

Q: How would the members—the idea for the members originate?
Would the Members call you, or would you reach out to some Mem-
bers?

A: Members—it could be any number of—they could call me.
They could call people in my office. We could be talking to them.
They could come up. I spoke to Members of Congress and met with
Members of Congress all the time, so I just couldn’t say specifically.
There wasn’t any sort of clear clean sort of easy formula for devel-
oping a memo of this nature.

Q: Did you ever sit down and come up with the idea that, or any-
one else in the White House, come up with the idea that we’d like
to have an event for a specific Member of Congress?
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A: There’s no shortage of events you could do. I wouldn’t say that
I came up with, we want to have a specific event. A lot of times
it was driven by sort of their interest, and we tried to be helpful.
So I guess I don’t really understand your specific question.

Q: By their interest, you mean the Congressman’s interest?
A: A lot of times. Sometimes the Cabinet Secretaries were look-

ing to promote whatever it is they were working on.
Q: If a Member requested events, would the Members, on this

schedule, have asked the White House specifically for an event on
drug issues, or would they have just asked for events from Cabinet
Secretaries?

A: It could be—it was probably, again, I don’t know specifically.
It could have been either, but this is such a specific area that it
would strike me that they probably wanted to do something on a
drug issue in their area. And we may have made some suggestions
if they called. It’s possible it could have worked either way. When
you have somebody who is good and does a good job, you tend to
want to help that person work within the confines of their job to
get their message out.

Q: By the someone you’re talking about who’s good, you mean the
Cabinet Secretary?

A: You work with a lot of Members of Congress. Some of them
are good on—good at speaking, and others of them——

Q: You don’t need to finish the sentence. How many different
agencies did you or the White House suggest events for?

A: I don’t know. Most, many. I don’t know how many agencies.
Q: And for those agencies where you suggested events, would

this kind of memo go out to all those agencies?
A: Generally, yes.
Q: And when the information came back in, was this information

kept in some kind of a way? What was the process for keeping
track of these completed events?

A: What do you mean?
Q: Did you have a process for keeping track of the completed

events?
A: Well, my understanding is, if you look at this, it says com-

pleted. And so I think that this process was just as a way to
make—this specific document was a way to know what had been
done. Keep in mind, if you are fielding calls from people and you
are trying to make sure you don’t forget something, I can’t speak
on behalf of the writer of the document, but this seems fairly obvi-
ous to me that this was a way to do that. And it is possible that
I may have even suggested that she just keep track of it on one
document so she doesn’t lose track of it.

Q: When she got this information back in, are you aware of
whether she kept a more macro list or information about what dif-
ferent agencies were doing? She obviously was getting back in a list
from each of the many different agencies.

A: It strikes me that she may have, but I don’t know for sure.
Q: I’m going to show you a document we’ll mark as Exhibit 2.

I’m going to call your attention to the e-mail at the bottom of the
first page. It’s from Mindy McLaughlin to a series of different peo-
ple.

[Taylor Exhibit No. 2 was marked for identification.]
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BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: And it says, White House liaisons, if you could please have
your press shops send me any good clips from the media on any
surrogate events your principals have done, especially if they are
a result of the OPA request.

Could you look at the list of e-mail recipients?
You are welcome to take a minute.
A: Give me a minute, please, to read it.
Q: Will you look at the list of recipients of this e-mail. It appears

to us, and we have looked up some of their names—are you famil-
iar with some of these people?

A: I’m familiar with some of them.
Q: It appears to us that the e-mail went out to Commerce, EPA,

ONDCP, Transportation, Interior, HUD, HHS, DOJ, USDA, NEA,
NASA, VA, DHS, Education, Energy, SBA, Treasury and State. I
know that is kind of a long list, but when you said these memos
were sent out to approximately all of the agencies, would that
be——

Mr. EGGLESTON. She actually—she didn’t say ‘‘approximately.’’ I
think she said ‘‘many.’’

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: In many of the agencies, would that be a list of the agencies
that received these kinds of memos?

A: I don’t know for sure.
Q: Are you aware of whether the State Department received this

kind of memo?
A: You know, I don’t know. It’s possible we would have made a

suggestion for Secretary Rice to do something based on a request
that somebody had made. But I don’t know if we would have put
it in that memo format or not. It’s possible that we—people ask for
her constantly, as you might imagine. She mostly travels inter-
nationally.

Q: What about the Department of Justice?
A: Same. People ask for him a lot, but he rarely does things out-

side of the scope of his work here. But he does speak around the
country. So we get calls all the time. The VFW would call us and
say, we’re having our national convention; can you get somebody to
come speak? Every organization under the sun is poking at the
White House to try to get them to have presence. So, yeah, we
made lots of recommendations for people.

So it is possible; I don’t recall ever seeing a memo to either of
those individuals, but it is possible and probable that at some point
in the course of my 2 years as director of the Office of Political Af-
fairs that I would have recommended that they give a speech some-
where. And they may or may not have taken my advice. They prob-
ably didn’t. But it is probably that I made the suggestion.

Q: For the different agencies that received these, would Mindy
McLaughlin have been the person who prepared the list for each
agency?

A: Most likely, yes. I believe that’s the case.
Q: Is there someone else?
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A: There’s not two surrogate schedulers, so I assume it would
have been her, yeah.

Q: Was anyone else also involved in the process of putting a list
of suggested events together?

A: Well, again, very likely that—I mean, we get pinged on by
tons of people constantly so the staff within OPA would make sug-
gestions based on conversations they would have; the Legislative
Affairs staff could call us, because they were on the Hill and ran
into a Member who asked to have X, Y or Z speech done. We would
obviously take that input, you know.

The one thing you want to do is, when you’re trying to spread
the President’s message, is that you want to be everywhere, and
you want to have your—but you don’t want everybody there at the
same time, so you’re trying to have people in multiple media mar-
kets talking about multiple good works on any given week.

Q: What would have been your role in suggesting the travel?
Would you have been involved in meetings with White House liai-
sons and chiefs of staffs in which you discussed these lists were
going to be created?

A: You know, I don’t think that formally. I’m sure I had con-
versations with people from time to time, but not that often. As is
not surprisingly the case, when you run an operation, you tend to
deal with the most worked-up of people. So if somebody wanted an
event in their district, use any number of Cabinet officials, as an
example, and they couldn’t get it scheduled and then would finally
call me and call me, and I would finally call somebody and say
could you please call this Member or staff and work this out and
tell them no or tell them yes or work it out.

Q: Are you aware of whether Mindy McLaughlin was having
these kinds of meetings?

A: She may have. I don’t know for certain. I didn’t micromanage
how she spent her day. I suspect that if your job is to work as a
surrogate scheduler and the Cabinet officials are largely your uni-
verse of people with whom you schedule, you probably are meeting
with those people or talking to them. But, again, I didn’t look at
her schedule.

Q: Do you know if there’s a specific sort of conversation or in-
structions that went out to these agencies before these memos went
out about what they were going to be about or what was expected
of them?

A: I don’t know specifically that there was. I suspect that—I sus-
pect—the one thing is that all these agencies have attorneys, and
so one of the things that we would always stress, as we would do
on behalf of the President and Vice President who I worked for
mostly, was to just make sure that, as they’re planning their trav-
el, as they’re deciding what they’re going to be doing, where they’re
going to do be doing it, who they’re going to be doing it with, what
they’re going to be doing when they’re there, so you’re talking to
their counsel so they know all the proper procedures.

Q: When developing the list—let’s look at Exhibit 1 again. Can
you tell me why these specific Members on this list were selected?

A: I can’t tell you specifically why. Probably because they were
calling the most.
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Q: All of the people on that list who were Members were also
candidates for election in the 2006 election. When developing the
list of suggested events, did you ever consider whether the events
would assist them in the 2006 election?

A: Doing an event for an official purpose is a perfectly appro-
priate activity, regardless of where you do it. So long as they’re fol-
lowing proper procedures within their agency, they can travel to
any number of places and talk about whatever it is they are work-
ing on, on behalf of the President.

Q: I understand that. But when you were determining this list
of selected or suggested events, did you ever consider whether any
of those events would assist any of those Members in getting re-
elected?

A: I never considered that in an official capacity somebody would
be advocating the election or the defeat of a candidate. I certainly
considered that, you know, these were hot areas around the coun-
try; they were likely to get a maximum amount of press coverage
for the administration. They were likely to have—I have a personal
belief that a Member who is actively engaged in his or her district,
who’s got a staff that is working hard is going to produce a better
experience for a Cabinet Secretary than somebody who’s not. So
there are a variety of factors that go into this, and obviously, our
goal in the administration is to maximize press coverage for what-
ever issue somebody in the administration happens to be address-
ing.

Q: Did you ever consider whether or not these events would help
the candidates on their re-election?

A: Again, Susanne, I did not consider that a Cabinet member
doing an official event would advocate, an official event in an offi-
cial capacity, the election or defeat of a candidate. I considered that
this would be a good experience for the Cabinet official because it
would be an opportunity to talk about an issue that the President
cares about. It would be an opportunity to draw a maximum
amount of press coverage, that it would be an opportunity for the
Cabinet Secretary’s time to be well spent because presumably
many of these Members had staff that were focused on making
sure events were well attended. So there is a confluence of reasons
as to why you would want your Cabinet official to be in an environ-
ment where they were maximizing press coverage for the issue
which you care about.

Q: Would you agree that it would help the candidates to have,
in their re-election efforts, to have events with a Cabinet Sec-
retary?

A: I do not agree that a Cabinet Secretary not advocating—a
Cabinet Secretary is not advocating the election or defeat of a can-
didate. The Cabinet Secretary or Cabinet official is speaking about
an issue in which they work on and—I’m sorry, I’m not finished.
So—ready to go? All right.

So the Cabinet official speaking on behalf of the issue in which
he or she is working on behalf of—in an official capacity is about
highlighting the works of the administration or the works of an of-
ficial Member of Congress or official Member of the Senate or a
Governor or a State or local official that they are partnering with,
and you know, you are making an assumption, Susanne, that here

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 13:39 Sep 29, 2008 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 C:\DOCS\DEPO KATIE PsN: KATIE



15

Director Walters only did events with these people. You’re making
an assumption that these were the only people at these events by
the way that you have phrased your question. I don’t know that
that’s the case.

Q: Let me just try and ask you questions with no assumptions
within them, that are very specific, and if you can try and answer
the specific question, I think that would help. You have a lot of
campaign experience; right? Or some amount of campaign experi-
ence?

A: I have some campaign experience.
Q: As somebody in the campaign, would you agree with having

a Cabinet Secretary appear in conjunction with an official event
with your candidate would help your candidate in the election?

A: Not necessarily.
Q: Is it something that you would have sought out?
A: Not necessarily.
Q: In what cases would it not help your candidate?
A: It would not help the candidate if the Cabinet Secretary was

there and said something that was counter to the candidate’s view
on an issue. It would not help the candidate if no press showed up.
It would not help the candidate if the event was poorly attended.
It would not help the candidate if, again, the person, official, speak-
er, whatever you want to call this individual, didn’t advocate their
election. You can stand up all you want in a room with people and
talk about an issue, but if you don’t tell the audience to vote for
the person, I don’t know that it does him or her a lot of good.

Q: So you’re saying it doesn’t help one of these Congressmen try-
ing to get re-elected to have an event with the Cabinet Secretary
talking about policies?

A: I don’t know that it does.
Q: Could it ever help?
A: In a theoretical sense? I mean, you’re asking me, could it

help? I’d have to sort of look at every specific instance, read every
clip, understand who spoke at the event. I don’t know who else was
at these events. For all I know, a mayor could have spent most of
the time speaking at this event.

Q: Would a campaign ever seek out an event with a Cabinet Sec-
retary on purpose?

A: Well, okay, again, a campaign might do that, a Member of
Congress’s official staff might also do it. So there are two separate
entities. So a campaign could do that, and they may, and they
could do a political event, and that would be perfectly appropriate.
The Congressman’s official staff may be wanting to work on an
issue that they are working on behalf of, and they may seek out
a Cabinet Secretary to highlight the issue, and that would be per-
fectly appropriate. So they are to some degree mutually exclusive.

Q: Would it be helpful for a—well, let me rephrase. I’m going to
ask you this sort of question again because I feel like I’m not quite
getting an answer to it. I’m going to go back to my original ques-
tion. Was the fact that these Members were up for re-election one
of the factors that you considered when you suggested them for
these events?

A: I consider lots of factors when I suggest events. I consider how
the Cabinet Secretary is going to—how the Cabinet Secretary or of-
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ficial is going to—what the total experience is going to be for that
person. Are they going to have an opportunity to maximize press
coverage? Are they going to have a good audience? Are they going
to be able to highlight the good works of the administration? Are
they going to be in a media market that has not been touched by
the administration in a very long time, and we should have some-
body there talking on behalf of the President? Is there going to be
a cooperative group of people, staff on the ground to help assist
that person? So I consider lots of factors.

Q: And out of those factors, is any one of the factors that you
consider whether it will help out the person in their re-election?

A: I do not consider in an official capacity that somebody would
go in their official capacity and advocate the election or defeat of
a candidate.

Q: That’s not my question. My question is when you put the
names on that list, did you ever consider whether or not putting
the names on that list would help out those candidates?

A: I consider that an official event is an official event; a cam-
paign event is a campaign event. An official event is one in which
you’re highlighting—you’re assuming that these people don’t do
anything other than campaign. That’s what you’re assuming when
you ask me that question. So, again, an official event is an official
event; a campaign event—where you advocate the election or defeat
of somebody is a political event. They are two separate functions.

Q: I’m going to—I’m asking a yes or no question, and I would like
to get a yes or no answer.

Mr. EGGLESTON. She’s given her best answer to your question a
half dozen times. You can keep asking it, but she’s given the an-
swer, and you’re not allowed to insist she give a yes or no answer.
She can answer the question in the best way that she can.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: Did you, when putting the list of these—these names on this
list, did you never consider whether it would assist them in their
re-election?

A: I consider lots of factors when I’m putting together events or
suggestions for somebody to consider in the multitude of invitations
they get. So these individuals have a lot on their plate. They’re
thinking about many different agencies within their agency.
They’re thinking about, how do I go—I have got to do this thing
in Phoenix; maybe I can make two stops along the way. So I can’t
go to Rhode Island because that is out the way.

You consider lots of factors when you do this. An official event
is designed to highlight the works of the administration, and a po-
litical event is a political event designed to advocate someone’s
election. They’re separate entities, separate deals.

Ms. CASTOR. I think we’re up on the 1-hour point, which, if I’m
not mistaken, is time to stop and offer the witness a break and also
switch it up so the minority staff can have its chance to ask the
witness questions.

Ms. SACHSMAN. I think we’ll go off the record and take a break.
Do you need an actual break, or move into the next session?

Mr. EGGLESTON. I can use an actual break.
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Mr. SACHSMAN. Five minutes, is that enough?
[Recess.]

EXAMINATION

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: Ms. Taylor, thank you for coming in this morning. As I under-
stand it, the Chairman wrote to you, was it last week, inviting you
to come in today in for a deposition?

A: We received that letter last week. No, maybe 2 weeks ago.
Q: July 17th, was that the first you heard that the Committee

was interested in speaking with you?
A: To the best of my recollection, yes, I believe that’s correct.
Is that right?
Mr. EGGLESTON. Yes.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: Is it fair to say the Committee reached out to you and initi-
ated contact?

A: They did.
Q: You didn’t notify the Committee that you have information re-

garding one of the Committee’s investigations; did you?
A: I did not.
Q: In the July 17 letter, on page 9 of a 10-page letter: You’re in-

vited to appear for a voluntary deposition on or before Tuesday,
July 24th.

I just wanted to ask you whether the term voluntary, what that
word means to you. Did you have an understanding that if you de-
clined that invitation to appear voluntarily, that you would be—
your appearance would be subpoenaed?

A: That was my understanding, that I would be subpoenaed.
Q: And it was in your interest—you decided that you didn’t want

to be subpoenaed, that you would rather come in without going
through that process?

A: Yeah, sure, I would rather not be subpoenaed, but I am also
perfectly happy to answer the Committee’s questions.

Q: You were also advised that your attendance was requested at
a hearing; I believe the hearing has been scheduled for Monday?

A: I understand that.
Q: Did the Committee ask you whether or not any further time

would be requested of you other than 2 full days plus the presum-
ably 1, 2 or 3, 4 days in preparation for today? Was any more time
asked of you?

A: No. Not at this point, no.
Q: Assuming that you’re here all day today, here all day, and for

a good portion of Monday, how many 8-hour days do you think in
total you will be volunteering here for the Committee?

A: Probably at least 5 or 6, maybe more.
Q: Well, thank you.
A: I appreciate you noting it because, obviously, I am a private

citizen. I have responsibilities now to employers, to people who
work for me, to provide for them, and this obviously takes up time
away from those activities.
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Q: I believe it was Exhibit 1, was that the list of all the events
for the director of ONDCP?

A: It is a list of suggested events. I don’t believe that it is a list
of all the events. The ONDCP director, I don’t really know how
many events he did. I never really looked at his schedule.

Q: When I first saw that list, I wondered if this was all the direc-
tor’s events, and so to find out whether it was, I called ONDCP,
and I asked them whether that list was a comprehensive list of all
the public events the director had done. They said no. And I said,
did the director do any events with Democrats, because this list
here, Exhibit 1, only has Republicans listed? They told me no, that
the director has done events with Democrats. I asked them to give
us a list, if they had one, wasn’t certainly giving the agency a
homework assignment, but they did, they provided—are we up to
Exhibit 3?

For purposes of identification, this is an undated memo from
Evan McLaughlin.

[Taylor Exhibit No. 3 was marked for identification.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: I have no idea whether Evan McLaughlin is related to Mindy
McLaughlin, but I do know they are different people, and I do
know Evan McLaughlin is a staffer over at ONDCP; I believe in
the Public Affairs shop, if I remember correctly.

He’s not there any more?
Anyway, if you look through these events, it’s very similar to Ex-

hibit 1, except it has some additional items on there. March 7th,
for example, there is a meth recognition event with Iowa Governor
Tom Vilsack, a number of other elected officials, some of which are
Democrats, some are Republicans, in Des Moines.

A: Yes. Great city, for the record.
Q: Indeed. You’re from Iowa, are you not?
A: I am.
Q: March 8th is another event that doesn’t appear on the Exhibit

1 list. It is also a meth recognition event with Oklahoma Governor
Brad Henry——

A: Uh-huh.
Q: Who is a Democrat.
A: He is.
Q: And there is a couple of other officials listed there that are

Democrats as well; looks like three Democrats, one Republican, if
Mr. McLaughlin’s document here is accurate.

A: I see this document.
Q: You haven’t seen this?
A: I said, I see it in front of me, yes.
Q: July 28th they went up to Philadelphia.
A: It appears so, yes.
Q: For a meeting with Mayor John Street. That doesn’t appear

on Exhibit 1’s memo; does it?
A: No. I don’t believe so.
Q: On the Evan McLaughlin memo, there’s a meeting May 1 with

Denver Mayor John Hickenlooper.
A: Yes.
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Q: May 1. That meeting does not appear on Exhibit 1.
A: June 5th, Jerry Weller.
Q: June 5th, Jerry Weller, that doesn’t appear either?
A: July 19th, Tom Potter. I don’t believe that appears.
Q: May 8th, meth roundtable with Congressman Richard Pombo,

Congressman Dennis Cardoza. Representative Cardoza is a Demo-
crat; is he not?

A: It’s my understanding he is, yes.
Q: Looking back to the Mindy McLaughlin memo, the May 8th

event, it has Congressman Pombo, but it doesn’t have Congress-
man Cardoza.

A: That’s correct.
Q: I may have the opportunity to get into it later, but some infor-

mation provided by the Department of Transportation also shows
a similar pattern. The Secretary had events with Democrats, and
the same with the Secretary of Commerce.

A: Uh-huh.
Q: For an event to land on the ONDCP director’s schedule or any

Cabinet Secretary’s schedule, it is the product of any number of
reasons.

A: Right.
Q: The Member of Congress may request it.
A: Uh-huh.
Q: The agency may determine on their own for outreach purposes

that their mission and their plan for the year would be furthered
by attending a public event in a city with an elected official.

A: Uh-huh.
Q: I believe you mentioned earlier somebody on the Hill might

mention to a White House Legislative Affairs person that a Con-
gressman would like an event with a Cabinet Secretary, or the
President, and that’s another way that a public event might come
to be——

A: That’s correct.
Q: I imagine there are other reasons why a public event, what

the genesis of a public event is; maybe a local community, a local
sheriffs’ association decide that they would like to have a Congress-
man there, and maybe the Congressman reaches out to a Cabinet
Secretary because he hears that the Cabinet Secretary is in town.
There really is an endless number of reasons which would be the
genesis for a public event; is that fair to say?

A: I think that’s a fair statement.
Q: Going back to some of the events for the ONDCP folks, the

next exhibit is an April 14th letter from Congressman Patrick
McHenry.

[Taylor Exhibit No. 4 was marked for identification.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: And I’m going to hand that to you.
A: Thank you.
Q: In the April 14th letter, Mr. McHenry invites the director of

ONDCP to participate in a public event, or at least come to the
10th District of North Carolina.

A: Uh-huh.
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Q: Going back to the Mindy McLaughlin memo, it turns out, Au-
gust 10, the ONDCP director indeed visited Congressman
McHenry’s district for a public event.

A: Yes. Appears so, yes.
Q: Now if an event comes in through the White House, whether

it’s the White House Legislative Affairs shop or it’s some other in-
dividual at the White House, and that White House staffer reaches
out to the agency, makes the agency aware of a potential oppor-
tunity for a public event, are all of those events, do they end up
being scheduled?

A: They don’t all. I mean, it will depend. I think that most mem-
bers of the President’s Cabinet and sub-Cabinet try very hard to
travel the country, communicate directly with Americans, draw at-
tention to what it is that they’re promoting. They do their best to
get as many places as they can, but they’re not always able to meet
every scheduling demand.

Q: This is page 2 of the Mindy McLaughlin memo, the number
of events that were either retracted or regretted or canceled. Do
you know the difference between those three words?

A: To the best of my knowledge, retracted means the invitor de-
cided they didn’t want to do the event. So they may have made the
request, and then they called back later and said, this no longer
works on our schedule to be there, or the facility is unavailable, or
what have you. I believe that’s the case.

And then canceled, I believe—regretted means, obviously, we
turned down the event—not we, but the agency turned down the
event. And canceled, I’m not really sure what the difference be-
tween canceled and retracted would be, but I believe retracted
means they canceled at the last minute. Maybe canceled was on
our part; retracted was on their part. I’m not really sure. Obvi-
ously, trying to think through this, from somebody who was doing
it, they are probably trying to keep track so when possibly some-
body called back a month later to complain, they could remind
them in fact you’re the person who retracted it. I don’t know.

Q: You probably don’t remember, or I guess I will ask you, do you
remember any of the specifics regarding the retracted October
event with Jeb Bradley, the retracted event with Governor Perdue,
the retracted event with Hostettler?

A: I’m sorry, I don’t.
Q: If someone, whether it’s White House Legislative Affairs or

some other staffer at the White House thinks that an event with
Congressman Renzi and the head of ONDCP, the director, might
be a good idea, that person might reach out to the agency and ask
them if an event might make sense, and if the agency determines
that it’s not within their mission or doesn’t fit in their time sched-
ule, could that be one of the reasons that the word regretted ap-
pears next to some of these?

A: Absolutely.
Q: Congressman Renzi’s office may have called the White House?
A: Possibly, yes.
Q: In turn, the White House may have reached out to the

ONDCP?
A: And said, we want to make you aware of a request for the di-

rector. That’s a highly probable scenario.
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Q: And you wouldn’t know necessarily why the agency turned
down.

A: No, I don’t know why they would have turned down the spe-
cific event. It probably, as you pointed out, decided it may not have
been within the mission of the office. He may just not have been
able to physically be there during that time. I just don’t know.

Q: When this list was published on the Committee’s Web site and
the letter came out July 17th, we called Governor Perdue’s office
and asked him if they had any information regarding this event.
And they told us that there was some discussion about an event,
but it didn’t work for the Governor’s schedule, and consequently,
the event never came to pass.

We had testimony earlier this week, an official from ONDCP,
and apparently, the Santorum event, the gist of it, the agency de-
termined it wasn’t within their mission; it wasn’t one of the pro-
grams that they were advocating for. And they told the Senator’s
office, we heard testimony that they decided not to have the event.

So I use those examples to illustrate that, as part of the ordinary
and regular course of business, events maybe come into the White
House; they go out to the agency; and for whatever reason, they
may not happen.

A: Absolutely.
Q: And they show up on memos like this.
A: Uh-huh.
Q: If a Democratic Member of Congress called the White House

and wanted the director of ONDCP to attend a public event, would
anyone in the Office of Political Affairs or any person that you are
aware of from the White House decline the event based solely on
the reason that it was a Democrat calling?

A: I don’t—I can only recall getting one call from one Democratic
Member of Congress ever. I just, as a general rule, they never
called us. I think they preferred to deal with the Legislative Affairs
staff, for whatever reason. But I do recall getting one call from a
Democratic Member of Congress.

Q: So it’s fair to say that, on a regular basis, the Democrats here
on the Hill don’t reach out to the President’s Office of Political Af-
fairs?

A: I have never, like I said, I don’t recall them ever doing so. It’s
possible we would call them if the President were traveling in their
district. Generally, the Legislative Affairs Office would handle that
responsibility. But it’s possible, if we were under a time crunch, we
would call them and let them know where the President was going
to be. If we were in a Democratic Member’s district, we would al-
ways invite the Member whose district the President was in for an
official event, and we would invite that person to either greet the
President or meet with the President if he or she wanted to.

So that would really be our only contact with Democratic Mem-
bers, not really by design but by the way it worked.

Q: So is it fair to say, if the President is going being to Philadel-
phia, you would call Congresswoman Schwartz’s office and advise
her?

A: Yeah, or somebody in the White House would call and say, the
President is going to be in your district and touring this facility,
and they would almost always be invited if we were in the district.
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There may be extraordinary circumstances where we didn’t invite
Members. But that was unusual.

Q: But it was ordinary and customary to reach out to the Con-
gressional delegation, whether Republican, Democratic or Inde-
pendent?

A: That’s correct. A lot of times it would be the Legislative Af-
fairs that would do that. They would actually reach out to all Mem-
bers of the Congress, but because we were, functionally, the trip—
we were functionally the project officer on the trip, a lot of times
there is a lot going on; sometimes those responsibilities would fall
to us so that—or we may be working with the Advance staff on the
ground directly and sometimes on these bases where the President
lands. It’s complicated getting on the base. Members usually don’t
have trouble.

But there may be reasons why you may be calling the Demo-
cratic staff. I recall as an AD calling Democratic offices just to
make sure they knew where to go, that the President is going to
be there, if there was a time crunch, or if I couldn’t find the Leg
staff.

Q: So you do more than notify; you actually work with the offices
to help them help facilitate their presence?

A: We would, if the Leg Affairs staff wasn’t, for whatever reason,
doing so. Or if there was a change last minute and it was over a
weekend and we were in the office anyway, we may track some-
body on their cell to say the President is landing at the main air-
port, not the air base, so make sure the Member, if he is greeting
the President, arrives here, not there. Whatever we can do to sort
of help facilitate the President’s travel. That was generally the only
time we would have contact with them. Like I said, I only recall
ever receiving a call from a Democratic Member one time.

Q: I think I read recently the President was in Philadelphia and
Senator Specter went on Air Force One with him up to the event.

A: Yeah.
Q: Are Democratic Members ever invited to ride with the Presi-

dent to an event that’s happening in their district?
A: Typically, they are. Again, there can be reasons why we

wouldn’t invite Members to travel with the President. Sometimes
the President may be doing his national security briefing on the
ride, and therefore, he wouldn’t have time to spend with them, and
he would feel uncomfortable inviting them to travel and not spend
any time with them, so we would not invite them.

But as a general rule, we would develop sort of a consistent pol-
icy of, now, if the President was in a district of a Member, we
would invite the Member and we may invite all the surrounding
Members. And then if we invited one on the plane, we would usu-
ally invite them all. Again, not every situation is exactly that way.
There may not be seats on the plane, for whatever reason. But as
a general rule, we tried to be consistent. And certainly, an official
trip is an official, trip and it is treated as such. And therefore, par-
tisanship is not—you know, Democratic mayors, whatever.

Q: And in addition to traveling with the President on Air Force
One, if there is other greeting opportunities for Members of Con-
gress when the President lands, such as meeting the President
when he gets off Air Force One, shaking his hand and so forth, is
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it fair to say that you might reach out to the Congressional delega-
tion, and some Congressmen might travel with the President on
Air Force One and other Congressmen, if they’re already in the dis-
trict, might meet the President?

A: That’s right. Often that is the case, yes.
Q: Has that happened with some of the Cabinet Secretaries,

sometimes?
A: I suspect that it does. I just never got involved in their trip

planning process. And as I can see from the memo, the exhibit you
provided, clearly, they were engaging in official events, following
what appears to be the same guidelines that the White House fol-
lowed when they did official events. And so I can only assume that
they would in fact arrange opportunities to greet. Obviously, these
Cabinet Secretaries don’t travel with the accoutrements that the
President does.

Q: One of these events on the Evan McLaughlin memo that
didn’t make it to the Mindy McLaughlin memo, such as the March
7th Vilsack event or the March 8th Henry event, the July 28th
meeting in Philadelphia, do you have any knowledge whether the
agency staff would reach out to the White House, whether it’s
Mindy McLaughlin or someone else in the Office of Political Affairs,
and notify them that the ONDCP director or whatever Cabinet Sec-
retary it might be is having a public event with a Democrat? Does
that type of communication ever happen?

A: I don’t know. It’s possible it did, but probably not. We weren’t
really their minders. They had lots of staff; attorneys look at all
this, Leg staff. I mean, they have their people to facilitate their
travel just as we facilitate travel for the President.

Q: Let me ask you, do you remember if anyone in the ONDCP
notified the White House that the director was going to be at a
March 7th event with Governor Vilsack?

A: I don’t recall. I don’t recall being made aware of that.
Q: Would the White House ever tell an agency—let’s say that in-

formation was communicated to the White House. Do you ever re-
call a situation where the Office of Political Affairs would instruct
a Cabinet Secretary or agency head not to have an event because
a Democrat was there?

A: I can’t recall any.
Q: So it’s fair to say that the Office of Surrogate Scheduling, if

that’s what it’s called, Mindy McLaughlin, or your former office,
the Office of Political Affairs, doesn’t exercise a wide range of con-
trol over the schedules of the Cabinet Secretaries; is that fair to
say?

A: I think it’s fair to say. Certainly she, we, others make sugges-
tions, and these agencies hire people to make determinations about
whether they should or should not, whether they can or cannot do
these events.

Q: For some of these events, you keep track of where the Cabinet
Secretaries are and what they’re talking about and sometimes you
don’t; is that correct?

A: I’d say it’s probably more that you don’t. You make a sugges-
tion because somebody called you and asked for your help, and one
of my jobs, working on behalf of the President, is to be helpful to
Members of Congress, to work with them. So we try to be helpful.
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And we’re not always able to be helpful, but beyond that, I don’t
really—my time is spent working for the President and Vice Presi-
dent and as is the staff that I supervised. So we didn’t really sort
of keep tabs on what somebody did or didn’t do or who was at the
event or who invited who or what the event was.

Q: Mindy McLaughlin reported to you; did she?
A: She did not report to me. In a technical sense, she reported

to the director of Scheduling, but because my office is an office—
the only office other than Media Affairs office that was organized
regionally, and we had multiple contacts with regional representa-
tives, whether in the Congress or State and local government, and
most events take place outside the confines of the greater D.C.
area, we worked very closely with her. And so, in a functional way,
she reported to me but not in a technical way. She reported to
her—to the director of Scheduling. And we worked very closely
with her. But I would help her because of my knowledge of the
United States.

Q: Was her desk close to yours?
A: She did not work within the Office of Political Affairs. She

didn’t have a desk in our office. She worked in the Scheduling Of-
fice.

Q: I would like to illustrate how some of the events on the Mindy
McLaughlin list may have come to be. First is something from Con-
gressman Doolittle’s office.

On the Mindy McLaughlin memo—this is something that I asked
for from Congressman Doolittle’s office. I don’t mean to shield the
genesis of the document. When we saw the July 17th correspond-
ence, we reached out to some of the Members and asked them, do
you know about some of these events? Maybe you can help us un-
derstand it. And the folks from Congressman Doolittle’s office told
us, I believe, the Congressman was sponsoring a meth week or in-
volved in a meth week, and he wanted somebody from ONDCP to
join him at a public event.

This is an e-mail I believe from his office over to ONDCP asking
for the director’s participation in an event. As it turns out, the dep-
uty director appeared, I believe the deputy director appeared with
Congressman Doolittle in his district on April 11th and 12th.

[Taylor Exhibit No. 5 was marked for identification.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: In looking at this communication from the Congressman’s of-
fice to ONDCP, does this seem like an example of the type of invi-
tation that agency heads received from Members of Congress?

A: Again, I did not pay particularly close attention to the specif-
ics of what each event was trying to highlight, but as a general
rule, yes. I believe that the staff in the House of Representatives
respects their responsibilities in their official capacity and are
working on various issues and trying to highlight them as well. So
I can only assume that the staff would in fact put together an
event like this.

Q: The next is—this is regarding Congressman Chabot. I’m
marking this Exhibit 6. I believe this was produced to the commit-
tee from ONDCP.
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[Taylor Exhibit No. 6 was marked for identification.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: I will let you read it.
A: I’m sorry. I was waiting for your question.
Q: It appears Mindy is writing to Doug Simon at ONDCP about

Congressman Chabot’s having a drug event in his district. She
writes, Congressman Steve Chabot in Cincinnati is requesting a
drug event in his district.

This is February 23rd, 2006.
A: Yes.
Q: Looking at the Evan McLaughlin memo and the Mindy

McLaughlin memo, the Congressman had an event with ONDCP
on September 18th.

A: Uh-huh.
Q: Would you look at the Evan McLaughlin? It also shows that

the director of ONDCP met with the mayor of Cincinnati, Mayor
Mallory, a Democrat. And, again, this happened in September.

A: Uh-huh.
Q: So it looked like it took a while for this event to materialize,

but it ultimately did happen.
A: Uh-huh. That is in fact correct.
Q: Do you have any knowledge of this specific event and how

Mindy became aware of it?
A: I don’t. I don’t have any specific knowledge of it. Could have

come in from any number of sources; our office, someone else.
Sometimes people figured out there was a Surrogate Scheduler at
the White House and called the person directly. Could be any num-
ber of reasons.

Q: Based on your understanding of the process, somebody from
his office may have reached out to Mindy directly?

A: It’s possible. They may have reached out to me, and I don’t
remember them doing it. It could have come from—someone from
Leg Affairs could have called, someone from my office.

Q: Someone from the Congressman’s office might have called the
White House Legislative Affairs person that he works with?

A: It’s possible, yeah.
Q: Or that she works with.
The next, I’m marking Exhibit 7, regarding Congresswoman Wil-

son, dated March 1, 2006.
[Taylor Exhibit No. 7 was marked for identification.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: Mindy writes to Doug, We talked with Heather Wilson’s office,
and they would love to have an event in the Albuquerque area.
They actually mentioned hitting the Native American part of her
district for this one.

It gives point of contact information.
A: Uh-huh.
Q: Do you remember how the Heather Wilson event—turns out

it happens April 12th, according to both Evan McLaughlin and
Mindy McLaughlin’s memos; do you have any specific recollection
of that particular event?
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A: I don’t.
Q: It seems from reading Mindy’s e-mail—without speaking with

Mindy directly, we don’t know—but it seems as if she had been
speaking on the telephone with Congresswoman Wilson’s office
about a potential event. Are you able to determine who initiated
the contact with the Congresswoman’s office just from this e-mail?

A: I can’t. Could have come in from, again, any number of places.
The Congresswoman could have mentioned it to me directly. Her
chief of staff could have called the regional director. Mindy may
know somebody in the office. I don’t know.

Q: Mindy writes, They actually mentioned hitting the Native
American part of her district for this one.

As you read that, does that sound like Mindy is reporting to
Doug what Congresswoman Wilson’s staff told her?

A: Yes, that seems fairly clear to me that the Congresswoman’s
congressional staff wanted to do an event with the director or
somebody in the office in one of the reservations or one of the areas
in her district in which there was a high number of Native Ameri-
cans living.

Q: This next exhibit is being marked Exhibit 8.
[Taylor Exhibit No. 8 was marked for identification.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: Let me know when you are done reading it?
A: I have read it, thank you.
Q: It’s an e-mail dated June 6th, 2006, from Mindy McLaughlin

to Doug Simon. Do you know Doug Simon?
A: I think I met him maybe one time. I’m pretty sure I met him

once. I can’t say I know him well.
Q: He was in the newspaper yesterday. Did you see that?
A: No. I’m no longer require to read six or seven newspapers in

the morning.
Q: We had Doug in this week. He was the White House liaison

for the agency.
A: I understand that to be the case.
Q: If I understand correctly, Mindy’s role from what you have

said and what Doug told us, when organizations, Members of Con-
gress or any group asks for the President, it gets funneled through
the Surrogate Scheduler’s Office; is that fair to say?

A: That’s often the case, sure. He gets thousands of invitations
a week. I think there’s probably a process, actually, before they go
to her. She gets a high volume of requests for the President that
he declines.

Q: She writes to Doug here, we just got an invite for POTUS to
speak at the DARE 2006 training conference, July 25 to 27 in Or-
lando. I saw on the cabinet report that you all are going. Is that
for sure? If you were going, can you carry the banner for POTUS?
Looking at Mindy’s memo and Evan’s memo for June—or I’m sorry
July 25 through 27, I don’t see the DARE conference listed. Doug
told us that the agency was down there, and they agreed to go.

Is this the type of ordinary request that Mindy handles?
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A: Yes. As the President’s director of Surrogate Scheduling, she
would in fact handle these large conferences that the President
would like to go to but wasn’t able to go to.

Q: There was some further e-mails which I’m not going to mark.
If I remember correctly, somebody from ONDCP said he had to
carry the banner for the President or haul task or something to
that effect. What’s your understanding of carrying the banner for
POTUS at a public event like this?

A: Highlighting the President’s effective policies on combating
drug use, highlighting his commitment to helping improve commu-
nities, highlighting his commitment to working with organizations
such as DARE, which is a great organization, you know, public-pri-
vate partnerships to make sure that the government is doing what
it can to help, help spread the message that drug use, you know,
obviously not only is it illegal but very detrimental to an individ-
ual.

Q: Might the Director of ONDCP carry a personal letter from the
President greeting the organization?

A: We often at times would work with the correspondent’s office
to produce such letters for someone to read on behalf of the Presi-
dent, that’s correct.

Q: Would it be common for the Director of ONDCP to—if he was
speaking at a public event, to send the President’s regards?

A: Yes, correct. He would often do that.
Q: The next is exhibit 9.
Mr. EGGLESTON. Do you want to settle the record?
The WITNESS. No. That will be all right. Yes, sir.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: Just by way of a logistics update, I believe—what did we start
at, 10:00, 10:20? So we have about 10 minutes left, and there will
be another opportunity for a break if you have any interest in tak-
ing a break.

Mr. EGGLESTON. I do. Thank you.
Mr. LEVISS. If you need a break now, you’re not imprisoned.
The WITNESS. No. Please go ahead and continue and then we’ll

take a break when your time is completed.
Mr. CASTOR. Having you here all day is extraordinary on your

part, and so we do want to make it as comfortable for you as pos-
sible?

Mr. EGGLESTON. We appreciate it.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: This is a June 6 letter from Congressman Scott Garrett to Di-
rector of ONDCP John Walters dated June 6, 2006. The Congress-
man’s inviting the Director to join him at a public event July 22?

A: Mm-hmm.
Q: I believe the event was in Paramus, New Jersey?
A: It appears so.
Mr. EGGLESTON. I think it’s Paramus, but the transcript won’t

know the difference.
Mr. LEVISS. I’m a Jersey boy, so I’d know.
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Mr. CASTOR. I actually know that. I lived in Whippany, New Jer-
sey and I’ve actually been to Paramus.

The WITNESS. Now you know.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: Just for a point of identification, both of these memos we’ve
been looking at the Mindy McLaughlin memo and the Evan
McLaughlin memo. They both have this event as completed, and it
appears that the deputy of ONDCP, Deputy Director Burns partici-
pated in that public event.

Examining this letter from the Congressman to the Director of
ONDCP, does this look like the type of, you know, invite for an offi-
cial public event concerning topics which would be in ONDCP’s do-
main to you?

A: Yeah. It certainly is—to the best of my knowledge it does.
Q: Looks like they also invited the DEA Special Agent in Charge

for New Jersey, discussing the HIDTA that’s in their congressional
district.

A: Yep. It appears so.
[Taylor Exhibit No. 10 was marked for identification.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: The next exhibit I’m marking exhibit 10. I’ll let you read it,
and I’ll identify it for Mr. Waxman’s staff that this is a—as I men-
tioned when I saw the—when we saw the July 17 letter from the
committee, we reached out to some of the offices just to get a little
bit more information about some of these events.

Let me know when you’ve read it.
A: Okay. Yes.
Q: On page 2 of this exhibit there’s a schedule, different sequence

of event. 10:30 to 10:45, for example, is a briefing regarding Ari-
zona meth centers. 11:13, precise schedule until 11:20, Director
Walters gives an overview of the synthetic strategy. Senator sched-
uled to speak for 3 minutes. Looks like the Governor was invited
to speak for 3 minutes.

A: Yeah. It appears so.
Q: And earlier you told us that it’s hard for you to know who’s

at these events, but you would imagine if it’s an official ONDCP
there would be a variety of officials attending. And this sort of I
think enhances the record about the types of individuals that
would appear at one of these events.

A: Yes.
Q: Including some folks involved with the reporter issues.
A: Yes. That is clear. That clearly appears to be the case.
[Taylor Exhibit No. 11 was marked for identification.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: The next exhibit is exhibit 11. This was produced by ONDCP.
Two pages. The committee asked the agency to produce a number
of materials regarding some of these events that were on the public
schedule. And as it turned out, what they gave us was the briefing
binders and the travel binders they gave to the Director.
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A: Yes.
Q: This is dated March 13, 06. It says, read ahead, memorandum

for the Director regarding information for the Bay Area law en-
forcement briefing/meeting March 22.

A: Yes.
Q: This document is another document to help enhance the

record about the types of attendees, participants that are involved
with some of the events on the ONDCP Director’s schedule.

A: Yes.
Q: Page 2 of the exhibit lists the attendees?
A: Yes.
Q: Including Chief of the San Francisco Police Department, Chief

of the California Department of Justice Bureau of Narcotic Enforce-
ment, and a number of other State and Federal officials that are
engaged in law enforcement and specifically on the topic of drugs.

It doesn’t appear that there were any campaign events or topics
on the Director’s schedule for this event with the Bay Area law en-
forcement folks?

A: Yeah. I don’t see any.
Q: Do you have any recollection whether the ONDCP Director

did any political campaign events in the Bay Area during 2006?
A: I don’t recall him doing so.
Q: The Director of ONDCP and some other Cabinet officials have

different rules about doing political events, as I understand it. Do
you understand it to be that way?

A: I do understand it to be that way. You know, I think that
they—some of them have certain statutory requirements and some
of them simply have agency guidelines that have developed by the
agency.

Q: The ONDCP Director, I don’t think he’s supposed to be out
fundraising for political candidates. Did you know about that?

A: Yeah. I really don’t. I don’t know the specific rules and regula-
tions of ONDCP, but——

Q: When your officer Mindy is interacting with the agencies, is
it your understanding that the agencies are required to work with
their general counsel’s office in assuring that the events that are
scheduled fit with the agency’s mission and fit within all the spe-
cific rules regarding the different agencies?

A: That’s—that is certainly, you know, that certainly should be
standard operating procedure within any agency or department in
the Federal Government, and I believe certainly that any guidance
that we ever would give would be such that to make sure that
you’re checking with the counsel, you know, and they certainly
don’t need that guidance. They know that on their own, their gen-
eral counsel, you know, would be involved in decisions, I assume.

Mr. CASTOR. I think my hour’s up. So I’ll self-identify that. And
we said that you wanted a break.

The WITNESS. Take a few minute break. That would be great.
Mr. EGGLESTON. Thanks.
[Recess.]

EXAMINATION

BY MR. LEVISS:
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Q: Ms. Taylor, I’m going to shift to a different subject now. I’d
like to ask you some questions about the Office of Political Affairs’
practice of giving political briefings at Federal agencies.

A: Yes.
Q: I understand that many of these briefings involved

PowerPoint slide shows and that you had some involvement in pre-
paring these PowerPoint slide shows.

A: That’s correct.
Q: When did the White House Office of Political Affairs start this

practice of giving these briefings?
A: You know, I don’t know exactly. I believe—I can only speak

for when I was the Director. I think that it’s been documented, you
know, that it happened before me. But I don’t know specifically
when.

Q: So it was happening throughout the time that you were Direc-
tor?

A: Yeah. I gave political briefings or agency briefings, whatever
you want to call them, information briefings. You can call them any
number of things.

Q: Did you ever call them political briefings?
A: Probably, yeah. As a member—as the Director of the Political

Affairs Office, it would be Director of Political Affairs briefing.
Q: Sure. What about when you were an Associate Director? Were

they going on at that time as well?
A: I believe so, but I don’t know for sure.
Q: Were you involved in them at that point?
A: I don’t believe so.
Q: Okay. Do you know who was involved in the initial decision

to begin presenting these briefings——
A: I don’t.
Q [continuing]: To agencies?
A: I don’t.
Q: Okay. Who typically gave the presentations that you were

aware of?
A: When I was the Director, I typically gave them.
Q: Anybody else?
A: My—the deputy in my office would give them if I was unable

to give them, or maybe sometimes just if they were—they didn’t
want to see me.

Q: Was the deputy—I find that hard to believe. Was the deputy
Scott Jennings?

A: He was the deputy.
Q: Anybody else?
A: Well, I had more than one deputy, but I don’t—I don’t know

if the other Associate Directors ever gave one. I don’t recall.
Q: Do you know whether Karl Rove ever gave these briefings?
A: I believe Karl has spoken to agencies. I don’t know—I don’t

know always the nature of his topics. I don’t know that I was ever
with him when he did it.

Q: Do you know whether he would use these PowerPoint presen-
tations?

A: I don’t.
Q: How about when Ken Mehlman was the Director?
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A: I don’t know, you know, whether he gave them or not. I think
I saw press accounts that he did. So I’m assuming he did but I
never really paid that much attention to his schedule.

Q: Okay. When did you first become involved in preparing the
PowerPoint presentations?

A: When I was—when I was the Director of Political Affairs is
when I would—you know typically if I was asked to speak some-
where or if I wanted to speak somewhere, I would try to, you know,
think of a way to make it interesting for the participants and in-
formative and so I would think about, you know, what it is that
I was going to talk about.

Q: So going back to your time in the White House, that would
be starting around February 2005?

A: Yeah. It probably would be about the time I started thinking
about it. I don’t know—I don’t recall when the first time I spoke
to agency staff was. I mean there was lots of times I would speak
to agency staff in different, I may meet with them in the building
about something. I may call maybe over the phone. It may be there
in their office, their department. It just would depend.

Q: And how did you prepare these PowerPoint presentations? Did
you have a template to work with?

A: Yeah. I developed a template at some point fairly early, and,
you know, just probably updated it from time to time.

Q: Were you working from anybody else’s example?
A: I probably—I don’t know. I don’t remember seeing anyone

else’s PowerPoint. I have, I’m sort of a student of trends. So I have
an interest in that, and I would always, you know, think through.
If I was doing Treasury, I might look at economic indicators. If I
was doing health, someone from the health agency, I’d probably
look at, you know, an opinion on health care. I’ve done a lot of re-
search on health care so I might talk about that. It just would de-
pend, I would try to make it easy, you know.

Q: So you would try to tailor it to the particular agency audi-
ence?

A: I would try to.
Q: Was there a standard presentation that you started out with?
A: It would just—you know, I would just tailor it. I may have

given the same, you know, presentation at two different agencies.
If I didn’t have time to—I tried to make it interesting for people
and informative and respect their time by doing so. But, you know,
sometimes my schedule didn’t allow for me to devote the kind of
time I would have liked to have doing the kind of research I like
doing to help educate them on how what they do impacts the public
debate and helps implement the President’s policies.

Q: Was that the reason for the briefing?
A: Yes.
Q: Were there any other reasons?
A: The purpose of the briefing was really three-fold. The first was

to say thank you to these appointees, thank them for serving the
President, thank them for working as hard as they do to help im-
plement the President’s policies. He—you all know that govern-
ment service is noble, all of you could be making more money in
the private sector. That is certainly true of most of the President’s
appointees. So I think it’s really important that people who work
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for the President and the White House say thank you for serving
and recognize their contributions because they don’t always have
the most glamorous jobs. And so I feel it’s really important—well,
it’s really important is one of the reasons that I would do these
briefings. Another reason would be to talk about the President’s
policies, what’s going on with the President or the Vice President
around the time in which I spoke, what they would be doing, what
they would be talking about, how their agency would fit into that,
how their work was important. And then thirdly, given my unique
sort of vantage—given my sort of unique role in the White House,
I would give them an update on the political landscape in America
and what that meant for implementing the President’s policies, was
it, you know, what the impact would be on our collective ability to
help the President achieve his goals.

Q: About how much time within a briefing, within a presentation
would you spend on each of these three issues?

A: Well, certainly I would just open with a thank you. And one
of the things I often said is we all work for the President, and we
play different positions on the President’s team. But we all work
for the President. And I’m here to say thank you for what you do.
That didn’t take very long. But it’s nonetheless a really important
part of the presentation. The second time would just depend if the
President was spending a month talking about health care and en-
ergy and I was talking with Treasury appointees, it may take less
time because—although their policies and the things they do would
have an impact on that. But it could be a while, and it would go
back and forth. It wasn’t like it was a sort of, 2 minutes to say
thank you, 10 minutes to you know—it just would depend. Some
of the—particularly when my schedule allowed me to tailor the
presentation to the topic. I would try to pull interesting trends or
data to sort of talk about what they were doing, why it was impor-
tant, where public opinion was on it, what our challenges were in
implementing the President’s policies based on public opinion. I
mean, it could be—it would just depend.

Q: Can you give me a ballpark?
A: It would just depend. I might spend 5 minutes in one and 20

minutes in another. And I might go from here to there, back—it
would just sort of depend. Again, try to make it informative, inter-
esting, help them do their jobs and say thank you.

Q: We’ve seen from some of the documents that the White House
agencies have produced that you were sometimes allotted 45 min-
utes to an hour for this presentation.

A: Yes.
Q: If it were an hour presentation, would it be uncommon for you

to spend 30 minutes to—30 to 35 minutes on the political environ-
ment, what’s going on and how it would affect our ability?

A: Maybe not. I mean I don’t recall ever needing that much time.
I try to keep a lot of time for questions. So I would—it might take
30 minutes on the landscape. It would depend upon the time I was
there, what was going on. I may do, you know, if I had had time
to put together a whole sort of trend package, I might spend 20
minutes talking about public opinion, what it meant, where it was
going, how it impacted the President’s ability to implement his
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policies, you know, it just depends. I don’t recall that many of them
frankly.

Q: What sort of questions you would get from the time you allot-
ted?

A: You know, the most common question I probably got from peo-
ple is simply just because people sort of want to know what’s going
on back home, that was the most common question. They would
stand up or they would raise their hand and say I’m from New Jer-
sey, I’m from Ohio, can you tell me what you think about this. You
know can you tell me what you think about. They would ask my
views on politics or they would sometimes ask my views on policy
or you know, how—well, we’re doing so much work on the economy,
and the economy’s so strong, how come we don’t get more credit for
it? I would go into why I thought that would be the case. It could
be a number of questions.

Q: For example, someone from New Jersey might ask what you
thought of a particular congressional race in New Jersey?

A: They might ask me that question, sure, and I would just pro-
vide them with what I thought was going on. You know, it’s a
tough race, it’s a close race, it’s not a close race. Based from my
sort of unique vantage point as the Director of Political Affairs,
having studied a lot of these races around the country, having
studied a lot of the politics of the country, the landscape, the public
opinion. What it meant for helping the President achieve his goals.

Q: People in these audiences ever ask how they could help?
A: I don’t recall anyone specifically asking how they could, quote,

help. People would a lot of times want to know how they could get
the message out. Again, if you are in an environment in which
news is dominated by a difficult war, and you’re working in any
number of these agencies, it’s pretty hard to get outside of the fil-
ter. And so they oftentimes would ask about how do we draw more
attention to what we’re doing? And that’s a challenge for everybody
in an agency when the public discourse is so focused on one issue
right now.

Q: Did anybody ever ask how they could get involved in some of
the races you identified in the presentation?

A: I don’t recall anyone doing that. It’s possible. I would have
just told them to call the RNC.

Q: Did anyone ever ask how to get involved in the 72-hour de-
ployment?

A: If anyone asked me that, I would simply—don’t recall. If any-
one did ask me that, I would simply tell them they need to reach
up in their agency to find that out.

Q: What would you do with the different versions of the presen-
tations that you were speaking before about trying to tailor your
presentation to the agency? Would you save different versions?

A: I probably saved over—I don’t know. I mean I just, I would
save over—I mean I would keep some of them, I would—I didn’t
really. I mean, I, as a general rule did an enormous amount of
speaking, so some of it outside of the confines of my official duties,
some of it in the confines of my official duties. So I had mostly sort
of slide decks but I don’t know you know——

Q: What’s a slide deck?
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A: Well, it just keeps track of slides that I would pull for various
things I was doing.

Q: When you were working on these presentations and modifying
them, were you typically on one computer or did you use multiple?

A: I typically did it on one computer.
Q: Was that a White House computer?
A: I used it on a laptop which was provided to me by the Repub-

lican National Committee.
Q: So to the extent that you did save presentations, would you

save them directly to the laptop’s hard drive?
A: Yeah. To the extent that I’d save them, I would save them to

the laptop.
Q: And was the laptop connected to any network drive?
A: I believe so. I’m not really a technical expert but I suspect

they did. I had all kinds of wires and such so——
Q: What happened to that laptop when you left the White House?
A: I—let’s see, I tried returning it to the Republican National

Committee in which case they told me to give it to my attorney.
Q: And did you do that?
A: I did.
Mr. EGGLESTON. Well, actually your attorney said—your attorney

said to you, go get that.
The WITNESS. That’s right. Yeah. I’m sorry. I was wrong.

BY MR. LEVISS:

Q: The letter that you received from the committee, the July 17
letter that discussed having you come in and the possibility of a
hearing, it also requested that you provide us with documents in
your possession, custody or control that relate to travel in calendar
year 2006 by officials from ONDCP or the Departments of Agri-
culture, Commerce or Transportation to events with Republican-
elected officials or Republican candidates for office or to policies or
guidance you received regarding taxpayer funded travel to an event
with Republican-elected officials or Republican candidates for of-
fice.

Have you provided any documents to the committee?
A: I have not.
Mr. EGGLESTON. No.

BY MR. LEVISS:

Q: Do you intend to?
Mr. EGGLESTON. Look, we got your letter 2 days after she testi-

fied in the Senate with a very short turnaround. I don’t know if
there is anything, but we have not yet started to comply. So we
don’t know whether there is anything or not. She spent essentially
2 weeks of her life on congressional hearing testimony, reviewing
transcripts at the same time she’s working. So we have not begun
that process. It just did not—we had to get ready for this testimony
and maybe hearing testimony but we’ve had absolutely no oppor-
tunity to do that.

BY MR. LEVISS:
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Q: Okay. Ms. Taylor, I will ask you but your attorney can answer
it if you don’t know the answer to it. Has your RNC-provided
laptop ever been searched in response to any requests by this com-
mittee or other committees?

A: Not that I’m aware of. I don’t know.
Mr. EGGLESTON. Well, it’s been searched in response to requests

for other committees.
The WITNESS. Yeah. I was going to say, while I was still at the

White House, the counsel’s office. I don’t know.
Mr. EGGLESTON. I don’t know.
Mr. LEVISS. Okay.
Mr. EGGLESTON. I know it’s been searched in response to other

committees because I was involved in it. Whether the White House
searched it in response to requests from your committee about this
matter, I just don’t know the answer.

Mr. LEVISS. Are you speaking of searches after she left the White
House?

Mr. EGGLESTON. Yes. That’s what I was talking about.
The WITNESS. You would have but the people at the White House

wouldn’t have had access to my computer after I left.
Mr. EGGLESTON. Well, I don’t know. All I know is they seem to

have copies of PowerPoints and I don’t know where they came
from. I don’t know if they came off your computer or not. So I have
no idea.

BY MR. LEVISS:

Q: We’ve heard your response that you haven’t had time to pro-
vide documents to the committee. The committee still would like to
receive the documents that we’ve asked for. And after this is over,
perhaps we can continue the dialogue to determine when we’re
going to get those.

A: We would be happy to continue the dialogue.
Q: Why did you use an RNC-provided laptop to do these presen-

tations?
A: Probably because—I never really thought about it sort of con-

sciously. But certainly if I were doing something that was political
in nature, I would do it on the political computer. You know I
might have been asked to give a speech for the Republican Na-
tional Committee or something. And then it just became easier to
manage it on, on one computer as opposed to trying to like make
sure that some slides were on some computer and some slides—
and, I just, I can’t—I’m sort of speculating that the reason that I
did it on that computer was because the first time I did something,
it was probably—it may have been at an event outside the White
House and I used my computer to compile information and that’s
where it was.

Q: And just so I understand your answer, when you say the first
time I did something, are you speaking of a political briefing——

A: Well, the first time I used slides I probably did something out-
side of the confines of my official responsibilities. And so I probably
started using it on that computer and just kept it there. I don’t
really know.
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Q: So you had occasion to provide political briefings involving
PowerPoint presentations in both political venues and official Fed-
eral Government venues?

A: Yeah. Sure.
Q: Is that a fair understanding?
A: That’s a fair understanding.
Q: Did the PowerPoint presentations vary from one venue to an-

other?
A: Well, they would.
Q: How would they be different?
A: Well, if I went—if I was doing something at an agency like

I said to you earlier, I may have tailored it in terms of information
that I thought would be interesting to the appointees who were
working on a subject matter. If I was speaking to a broad group
of people in my party, I might take that information out. But what
I would do usually when giving the PowerPoint to an agency is I
would just talk to the White House Counsel’s office about it, allow
them a chance to give their feedback, make any edits that they
thought should be made, just to make sure everything was being
done in an appropriate manner or we weren’t doing something that
was not appropriate. And so as a general rule I would just talk to
them. And so I may tailor it to an agency because of an issue and
I may make changes to it if I had did something different. Again
when you speak as much as I did, you try to make it interesting
for the audience and each audience is different. And so you’re try-
ing to pull different things for different people. And so I would as
a general rule run it by the counsel’s office in the White House to
make sure that if I had done something differently in a previous
presentation and I wanted to use it in the new one that I would—
that it was fine to use it or it wasn’t fine to use it. And I just tried
to ask them whenever I had a question.

Q: Would you run the presentation by White House counsel every
time you did an agency presentation?

A: As a general rule, I would. I can’t say specifically I did. I prob-
ably would not have if I had not changed the presentation at all,
and I had had their comments so that I wouldn’t need to talk to
them if it hadn’t changed. But as a general rule I did. If there was
new material I would.

Q: Whose idea was it to do that?
A: That was a conversation that I had with the counsel’s office

upon taking over. As the Director of Political Affairs just said that
I would get invited, I anticipated getting invited or I may have got-
ten invited to do this, thought it was a good practice to take the
opportunity to thank agency appointees, and just ask them how
they wanted me to handle it. I worked with the counsel’s office on
many, many issues, as you might imagine. And that was their
guidance as to just let them have an opportunity to do, maybe look
at what I was doing and talk through kind of what I was going to
be addressing to the audience.

Q: Who did you speak with in the White House Counsel’s office
about it?

A: Whoever the political counsel was. There’s a member of the
counsel’s staff who would have been assigned to the Political Af-
fairs Office usually and then there was also an ethics counsel, and
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so I may have spoken to either of those individuals or both at any,
early and then just sort of worked with whoever was kind of the
person assigned to my office, although not really ever formally.
So——

Q: Do you remember who those people were?
A: I don’t believe he’s there anymore but there’s a guy named

Grant Dixton I worked with. There’s a guy named Bob Hoyt that
I worked with I believe. There’s a guy named Richard Painter I
worked with. There was—there may have been somebody else but
I think maybe those three primarily.

Q: Do you remember if one of them or more were political coun-
sel?

A: Richard Painter’s the ethics counsel. I don’t think either of
them would have—I don’t think their title was political counsel but
I just think sort of functionally when there were questions from,
about, we have lots of—if the President’s doing a fundraiser we
would run the invitation through the counsel’s office’s process to
make sure it was appropriate. I mean any of those kinds of activi-
ties we would usually go to one person. And I recall that Grant and
Bob were the people that I worked the most closely with on those
types of activities.

Q: Okay. Do you remember who initiated this conversation about
whether you would run political presentations by them?

A: I don’t. I probably asked them originally.
Q: Do you happen to know whether——
A: They may have contacted me. When I met—when I started,

I think they gave—they sat down or knocked on the door, intro-
duced themselves. In fact when I started there may have been
somebody else in the job who was leaving if I recall. I don’t really
know.

Q: Do you know whether that was a practice with the prior Di-
rector?

A: I assume so but I never really asked him about it that I recall.
Q: Would you ask White House Counsel about the components of

the audience you’re addressing if it’s an agency?
A: Yeah. As a general rule we try to do them to the political ap-

pointees in the agency. You know there was occasions where I may
have been asked to come meet with sort of like the senior staff. But
as a general rule I would generally talk to them before I did it.
Again, I mean I don’t talk to them every single time. But as a gen-
eral rule, I would speak to the White House Counsel’s Office and
had sort of—I knew their guidelines, I knew the things that they
thought were important, distinctions about a conversation and,
things so I, you know, became pretty familiar with any concerns
that they might have.

Q: Did you have different rules for what you could say in a politi-
cal briefing to different categories of political appointees?

A: I believe that if you—as a—I only did one very senior briefing
and I think that my understanding was that you could be, you
know, I don’t really know the rules. I try to just be consistent be-
cause it was easier to be consistent on the conservative side than
to try to be figuring out if someone was an SES or a schedule C.
I just never really knew—I would just err on the side of caution
generally.
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Q: How about if the audience were a PAS, presidential ap-
pointed, Senate confirmed?

A: Yeah. I might have done one of those but I don’t, um—or we
scheduled one and it got canceled. As a general rule I just did the
agency political staff and who wanted to be there.

Q: Did you instruct Scott Jennings that when he gave political
briefings he should run the presentation by White House Counsel
as well?

A: Yes. As a general rule, he should have known to talk to the
counsel. He probably would have, um, used my presentations, not
his own, and thus if you took something that I had given to an
agency, I don’t know that he really would change anything ever.
So, you know, where I was, you know, mixing slides up or grabbing
economic data for Treasury and other data for other things, I don’t
know that he changed it a whole lot in terms of his additions. I
don’t recall him ever adding something to it, um, but as a general
rule we just tried to make sure that people understood if there was
ever in the office—if there was ever a question about anything, to
just call the White House Counsel’s office. If you ever had a doubt
about anything that you were participating in, that they were a
great office and they reached out to us regularly and made sure we
knew to work with them.

Q: Okay. I’m a little confused because it sounds like Scott didn’t
make a lot of changes to the briefings. So did you tell him that he
had to run the briefings by White House Counsel?

A: I recall—I recall that my policy would have been to make sure
that the briefings were run through the counsel’s office so, I don’t
recall specifically telling him that. But that was a general policy
of mine so, if he would have asked me about something, I prob-
ably—I would have told him, I believe I would have told him to
run——

Q: How often did you give these briefings?
A: Not that often really. I mean if you look at sort of——
Mr. EGGLESTON. To agencies.
The WITNESS. Yeah. I mean I maybe did one or two to the agen-

cies during my time that I was there, not all of them I did. But,
maybe sort of depend.

Mr. EGGLESTON. What did you just say?
The WITNESS. May have done like one or two. I may have gone

to the Treasury once. I may have gone to HHS once.

BY MR. LEVISS:

Q: Once to each agency?
A: Some occasions I may have gone twice.
Mr. EGGLESTON. I thought you were answering me, one or two

times.
The WITNESS. Rhyme or reason. I mean, a lot of these agencies

would want someone from political—not from Political Affairs but
would want someone from the White House come and speak so
other people from the White House staff may have spoken on any
number of things they had been working on. I would probably just
get cued up every once in a while when they thought they wanted
a different person.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 13:39 Sep 29, 2008 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00040 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 C:\DOCS\DEPO KATIE PsN: KATIE



39

BY MR. LEVISS:

Q: Some agencies requested a political briefing, and others the
Office of Political Affairs reached out to them?

A: That’s probably the case. I mean again one of the things that
I wanted to be cognizant of is that it’s important to say thank you
to these folks for serving and they don’t probably get a lot of praise
for the work they do and they are not in jobs that are—in most
cases provide a lot of limelight. So I as a general sort of rule would
try to make sure that I did that and was doing that to the agency
appointees. That that is one of the many hats that I wore for the
President was to make sure that the President’s appointees—and
our office did lots of things for appointees, we would invite them
to a departure, we would invite just to see the President because
again, these folks don’t always—some of these people don’t even get
a chance to see their own Cabinet Secretary who’s busy, let alone
ever come anywhere near the White House, yet they work for the
President. And as somebody who came up working for the Presi-
dent in a very sort of—started in a very what one might call a low-
level job, I thought that was really important. So we, as one of the
things we try to do is make the people who work for the President,
who are working hard and making a contribution that they had a
good experience. And one of the things that we would do is we
would bring groups of appointees, we would invite them, if the
President wasn’t using the Kennedy Center box, we would some-
times take a group of appointees over just to say thanks, and we
would do things like that from time to time. And I sort of consider
going and giving them an update, although I suspect that they
didn’t consider it very interesting as a way to say thank you for
working for the President.

Q: How did you decide how broadly to invite within an agency?
A: I typically left it to the agency. I mean as a general rule, if

I was going to go to an agency, I’d want to do it once, not like three
different times for three different groups of people. That there’s
nothing particularly secretive I was talking about that they cer-
tainly could all be there. I didn’t have a problem with it. But I
would leave it to the agency. Sometimes there was one or two occa-
sions where a Cabinet Secretary may be like doing a retreat with
senior staff and I think I got invited to one of those once and they
ended up canceling it or they ended up canceling my participation
in it. And I may have done one other one. I just, it was very hard
to sort of know specifically, who was—what someone’s title was in
their room I just—I would shake people’s hands and meet them but
you can’t always tell by title what their specific, you know, role
within the government is, if they’re a step 7 or a step 8, I’d, I just
didn’t really always know that.

Q: You did sometimes do multiple presentations to agencies
though. I mean Commerce Secretary Gutierrez and a few of his
senior staff came to your office, the Office of Political Affairs, for
a briefing, and then there was a second one not long after that to
political appointees?

A: I don’t recall Secretary Gutierrez coming to my office. I’m not
disputing that but I don’t recall that. I don’t believe he ever came
to my office.
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Q: Well, it might have been at another office within the White
House. What I meant was he came to——

A: Oh, the—yeah, I would meet with Cabinet Secretaries from
time to time. The White House—I think at one point had reserved
time for Cabinet Secretaries to be in the White House and we
would just sort of meet generally and talk about what’s going on,
what the President was doing. I may have met with him. I don’t
recall. I have dealt with a few people. More like a coffee or some-
thing with the Secretary.

Q: And would you have a different message for a coffee with a
Secretary than a briefing for the political appointees?

A: I don’t think so. I mean I don’t recall. I mean any meetings
I had with the Cabinet Secretary, some wanted—some had ques-
tions, people who were former Governors, would maybe have more
questions about sort of specific political priorities that the Presi-
dent might have than some others who were simply much more fo-
cused on other things. Those were pretty informal briefings, how
are you. I mean a lot of them frankly I think the first time I did
one or two of them, probably did one of them only with each per-
son, maybe two at most. It was more that they wanted to meet me
or I had wanted to meet them. I had started a new job. I didn’t
really know them. They started a new policy in the beginning of
the President’s second term where each Cabinet official was spend-
ing time at the White House each week, and just so that there was
more communication between, directly between the President’s
staff and the Cabinet Secretary and his or her aides.

So again I don’t recall the meeting with Secretary Gutierrez. But
what I recall about those particular meetings was really more of
an introduction than, sort of—may have talked about politics or
what the Political Affairs Office was doing, working on, how we
could be helpful to them. I don’t know.

Q: But you are saying you reached out to some of these Secretar-
ies to set up a coffee with them and some of them may have
reached out to you?

A: Yeah. That’s possible. I generally knew that they were coming
over here once a week. So I didn’t—if I had never met one of them,
I probably—I may have reached out or in some cases they may
have known one of my predecessors and wanted to get to know me,
and they reached out. I don’t know.

Q: I’m very interested in what you have to say, and I don’t want
to cut off your answers. But I my know your time’s important and
we have limited time with you today. So if I try to move it along,
it’s not that I don’t want to hear what you have to say. And please
finish any answer you have. Don’t feel that——

A: You’ve been great. I don’t have any problem with how you’re
doing this.

Q: Did you or anyone else at the White House have a schedule
for reaching out to the agencies to keep track of which had had
briefings and which hadn’t?

A: I don’t know. I mean, I recall sort of having maybe Mindy help
me with it, just simply because she was working directly with
agencies so much that it sort of seemed like an easier process for
her, given her contacts. And then I might want to have kept track
of—if I had—I just didn’t want to miss anybody. But I don’t think,
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there was not really a formal kind of, like schedule that I recall
ever thinking about doing. Like I said I don’t think—I mean some
of them I don’t think I ever ended up doing. For whatever reason
they didn’t want it or they didn’t need it or they had other speak-
ers coming always or they weren’t inclined to do meetings with
White House staff. I don’t really know.

Q: Well, if I wanted to figure out where you did briefings and
when, you know, you’re in the White House anymore——

A: Yeah.
Q: —who would I ask, where would I look to find that kind of

information?
A: I mean, I suppose—I don’t know—are you asking me a theo-

retical question?
Q: No. I’m asking you an actual question.
Mr. EGGLESTON. You may not know the answer. He’s not asking

you to speculate. But if you know the answer.
The WITNESS. No. I’m just saying that you could probably get my

calendar in my computer. You might be able to find my calendar
if somebody kept it. I don’t keep a copy of it.

BY MR. LEVISS:

Q: So these things would be recorded on your calendar?
A: Yeah. I mean as a general rule. That doesn’t mean that they—

doesn’t mean——
Mr. EGGLESTON. It’s like my calendar. Maybe, maybe not.

BY MR. LEVISS:

Q: Are you a paper calendar person or an Outlook person? Do
you keep electronic calendars?

A: I generally—I don’t know. My assistant just kind of gave me
my schedule. I never really paid much attention to it. They gave
me a copy of it.

Q: How did you add things to your schedule?
A: I would ask my assistant to add it to my schedule or someone

would ask my assistant to add it to my calendar and she may ask
me about it and I would agree to it and I would never really see
it until the morning that I arrived into the office or the night be-
fore.

Q: This would be Henley McIntyre?
A: Henley was my assistant for about a year and a half and I

had other people who worked with me too.
Q: Okay. Some of the agencies that received these briefings are

regulatory decision makers, some of them have authority to award
and distribute federally funded grants around the country. Did the
White House intend for political appointees at these agencies to
consider the races that you were identifying when they exercised
their regulatory and grant-making authorities?

A: You know, we are very careful in our official capacities to
never advocate the election defeat of a candidate. So I didn’t—my
knowledge of the grant-making process is that it is mostly—aren’t
they mostly statutory in the sense that I—I never, I don’t ever re-
call asking somebody to make a grant decision based on—based on
any sort of consideration other than what was the appropriate
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process and procedures outlined by the agency that was making—
and I don’t recall it frankly coming up that much. Perhaps a Mem-
ber of Congress would call and say they’re having trouble talking
to somebody in the agency and I might call them and say could you
please call the Congressman’s office back. But as a general rule, I
mean my understanding is there was pretty strict guidelines on
those. And I don’t know that there was much I could have ever
really done even if I wanted to do that.

Q: I’m actually not asking if you asked anyone at an agency to
take these actions. What I’m interested in is did the White House,
did anyone in the White House intend for agency officials to con-
sider the targeted races that you identified in some of these brief-
ings when they made their official decisions whether they were reg-
ulatory or grant making or deciding where the agency head should
spend time?

A: The purpose for the briefing was simply informational, to un-
derstand the political landscape and how that could impact the
President’s policies. So I just don’t recall ever sort of thinking
about it in other terms, other than it was an informational briefing
designed to provide information about the political landscape of the
country, along with the other reasons I outlined earlier, to say
thank you and so forth. And that will be the reason why we would
do a—the reasoning we would do a briefing was to just make sure
they understood the landscape, not to tell them, you know, how to
run their agency.

Q: So——
A: I mean it’s sort of beyond my skills, knowledge, ability, time

to sort of consider all these other factors. I don’t——
Q: What steps did you or anyone else from the White House take

to ensure that agency officials didn’t come away from your presen-
tation with the impression that the White House wanted them to
consider these highlighted congressional races?

A: Well, one thing, if someone ever—and again, I don’t recall spe-
cific questions about this. But what I would always do if someone
asked a question that I didn’t know the answer to, I would ask
them and suggest to them that they just speak to their counsel’s
office. If you have a question about something, speak to your coun-
sel’s office. They can tell you what, what is appropriate and what
is not. It’s not for me to determine. I’m simply here to say thank
you. Here’s how the President’s spending his time. Here’s what he’s
working on. They’re sort of interested in my perspective on politics.
What is it that you tell the President? What is it that you tell the
Vice President about? If they read all this stuff in the paper,
they’re sort of curious, I would just sort of outline my views on the
political landscape in America.

Q: So if someone asked you a question and you didn’t know the
answer to it you directed them to their agency counsel?

A: Well, not every question. But it’s just sort of—again—what is
your specific question?

Q: My specific question is whether you took any steps or whether
anyone in the White House took steps to ensure that the agency
appointees who were attending your presentations don’t come away
with the impression that the White House expects them to consider
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these targeted districts, these targeted races you’ve identified in
executing their official duties.

A: I mean the reason that I spoke to the White House counsel’s
office before I would generally do these briefings would be to make
sure that my conversation was appropriate and um so I mean if
you’re asking me——

Mr. EGGLESTON. The answer is yes.
The WITNESS. If there was a step that I took, the guess the step

that I took was——
Mr. EGGLESTON. Yeah.
The WITNESS.—talk to the counsel’s office. But again, I guess I

sort of don’t understand your question. But I mean I understand
what you’re trying to do in your question. But it’s kind of—I mean
it’s a bizarre question.

BY MR. LEVISS:

Q: Sorry it’s bizarre. I think you’ve actually answered it if I un-
derstand it. I understand you to say that you sought assurance
from the White House Counsel’s office that the presentation you
were providing to these agency officials was appropriate and
wouldn’t leave anybody with the impression that the White House
wanted them to do anything inappropriate.

A: Yeah. I mean I would never ask someone to do something in-
appropriate. I can’t imagine ever doing that. And one of the reasons
that I asked the counsel was that I knew that I never said any-
thing that would, or to the best of my ability, not obviously being
able to remember every word I utter, but to the best of my ability
that I never did anything, said anything, left an impression of any-
thing that was anything other than, you know, sort of knowledge-
based, how I could help them better do their jobs.

Q: Okay. And apart from clearing that, you know, assuring your-
self with White House Counsel, did you do anything else either at
the presentations or in communications to the agencies to reinforce
this point?

A: Give me an example of what you think that you would do if
you were in my position giving—I’m just—I mean, what you’re ask-
ing me is if at the end of my presentation I said, oh, by the way,
you know, disregard all this information. You know, I just—I just
gave the information. This is—this is the landscape of America.
Here’s what’s happening. Here’s where people are focussed, here’s
where the President’s traveling. Here’s why he’s traveling there.
That’s the nature of the briefing.

Q: Sure. And I’m not asking you to manufacture things you
didn’t do. I wasn’t at these briefings. I’m trying to understand what
you said at these meetings. I’ve seen some of the PowerPoint pres-
entations. And I’m trying to understand the message that accom-
panied them. And the answer may be no. I just asked if there were
anything, any other steps you took apart from consulting with
White House Counsel.

A: I mean, again, I would consult with the counsel, and, I would
generally tell appointees, should I feel like a question was raised
or even probably sometimes just as a matter of my comments, that
if you have questions about things, you should check with your
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counsel. I mean, that’s what I do. That’s what you should do.
That’s what everybody as an appointee should do if they have a
question.

Q: How does mentioning specific race and candidates or specific
districts and candidates communicate the purposes that you gave
for these meetings? The three were thanking them. I have this——

A: Highlighting what the President’s doing, where he’s going,
what he’s speaking about and sharing my views on the political
landscape of America. Those are the only three.

Q: So does identifying specific districts, candidates, races, does
that go to number three?

A: I think that’s fair. I mean it’s—I went through this with some-
body else recently in my hearing. It’s very hard to when you sort
of lay out the political landscape of America. Here’s what’s going
on from a public opinion perspective. Here’s the impact. Here’s why
we’re getting—here’s why the President maybe does so much work
on the economy. And here’s why people think the economy’s not
doing well. There’s reasons for that if you examine public opinion
and I would talk about those, talk about the political landscape.
Here’s what the pundits are saying, and here’s what—it was very
difficult to do that in a way where you don’t sort of mention, look,
people are very focused on this race or that race, and obviously if
the President, if Republicans were to, um, win here, lose here, you
know, we have—it would just—it would be very hard to do that
without sometimes mentioning it. And as I mentioned to you ear-
lier, what oftentimes happened is people really just want—they
just care about home. And they want to know what’s going on back
home. And they work in an agency, and they maybe worked for the
President on a campaign or they worked for a Member of Congress
and they came to the Hill and they came to the agency and they
feel a little removed from their home State politics. And because
it’s my job as Political Director, I would study the landscape be-
cause I needed to effectively be able to brief my superiors or help
them make decisions about how they spent their limited amount of
time. I have had a fair amount of knowledge, and I could talk
about that. And they a lot of times just wanted to talk to me about
what was going on back home. So I would just tell them about
what I thought, what I read, what I knew. I’m not, never really
predict the outcome but I can tell them what other people were
saying and what I was reading.

Q: How did you put together your list of races to highlight? Some
cases they’re actually called target races.

A: Yeah. I mean ‘‘target’’ is sort of a nebulous word. Target is,
I read the Charlie Cook Report and the Stu Rothenberg Report, the
Whatever line and I read—and I have obviously contacted the com-
mittees because the President does a fair amount of work on behalf
of each of the committees on that. And so I have all this informa-
tion and sometimes I just use public data and sometimes, I might
compile it in one sort of area so that I kind of have a sense. You
develop trends when you read a lot. So like everybody says this
person is in a tough race. But only some people say this person is.
And you just try to piece it together and make sure that what
you’re doing is putting myself in the strongest position. If I’m brief-
ing somebody who is a principal of mine that I have the most infor-
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mation and the most facts and sort of make a—back up the deci-
sion that I might be recommending.

Q: But you had your own list of targets that you compiled as
well?

A: Well, again, I think that the committees had target lists, and
I would read their target lists and I would read other lists, and I
would have to make determinations about how the President spent
his time. And I would look at all those factors. I would further—
frankly what happened more than looking at anybody’s, quote-un-
quote, list that they had, would—sometimes the President could
only go somewhere that was an hour away because of his schedule.
And then all of a sudden that became the dominant factor, not
somebody’s like super secret target list.

Q: But did the Office of Political Affairs keep a target list of con-
gressional races?

A: The Office of Political Affairs, the Director of Political Affairs,
I kept lots of these lists because I needed to reference them. So
like——

Q: I don’t mean an outside—I don’t mean like the Cook Report’s
target list. Did you keep your own targeted list?

A: What I might try to do is sort of compile trend information.
So like I may, I had all these different kinds of lists. Lists of places
I wanted to send the Vice President, lists of places I wanted to
send—that was all kind of compiled based on all this other infor-
mation that I was reading. So as a general rule, I would say that
I had lots of, quote-unquote, lists. But I don’t think it was places
that were important media markets from a variety of perspectives,
sort of creature of lists to some degree.

Q: I will show you a document and you can help me figure out
what it means. It’s 189 to 90. This is my copy. I will give you one.
This is exhibit 12.

[Taylor Exhibit No. 12 was marked for identification.]
The WITNESS. Oh, okay. Great, thanks.

BY MR. LEVISS:

Q: Have you had a chance to read it?
A: Yes.
Q: It’s an e-mail from Kim Nickles, Treasury, to you dated Feb-

ruary 16, 2005. And then your response—and I guess a further re-
sponse from her. It’s a two-page document. Kim Nickles was a
White House liaison at Treasury. Is that right?

A: Yes.
Q: And she says, congratulations on your new job. I know every-

one is excited to have you back in Political Affairs. Please let me
know how I can be helpful to you from the Treasury Department.
If you are interested, I would love for you to come over here and
address the politicals. I think it would be helpful to you to get to
know the team over here better so that we can be as helpful to you
as possible. It’s up to you. So just let me know if that’s something
you’d want to do. Again, welcome back. I look forward to working
with you. Kim.

You write back 20 minutes, a half-hour later. ‘‘Thanks, Kim. I
would like to come over and will do so. Give me few weeks or a
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month to get our maps and targets figured out. Henley can find a
time for me to come over. And you copied Meredith McIntyre. So
what do you mean by targets here?

A: I don’t know what I mean by targets. It could mean any num-
ber of things.

Q: Well, like what?
A: Well, like for example, one of the things that I did a lot of,

having just come to a new job, having come from a job in which
I did an enormous amount of tracking information and data, par-
ticularly economic data, and one of the things that I did for the
President in his re-election was, there was a number of economic
indicators that are really indicative of the outcome of an election.
And if you look back over historically, you look back and you can
really sort of look at some of these indicators and you can deter-
mine whether someone is likely to win or lose his re-election, which
is something I did in the re-election campaign again. But that ex-
perience taught me that economic data, which is very interesting,
there may be indicators in the—that sort of exists in the public do-
main, unemployment rates, the University of Michigan, the Con-
ference Board is something I looked at a lot. Also——

Q: You are talking a lot about process. And I appreciate that. But
what does that have to do with——

A: You are asking me a question about what I meant by targets,
and I’m trying to answer it.

Q: Okay.
A: The Conference Board on New York. And so you could sort of

look at these in a sense and understand what sort of certain
thresholds meant in terms of these numbers for the political land-
scape. So like an unemployment rate, at a certain level, usually
historically has been an indicator of the outcome in a political envi-
ronment. You could look at what might be a target rate on the Con-
ference Board.

Q: Target rate, you mean——
A: Like—no. If there was a threshold, sort of like oh, there’s this

famous sort of conference board chart for political analysts that
study politics. But if it reaches a certain number, what I would call
a threshold, it’s usually you can sort of look back over a hundred
years and you can say so the number is here, it’s usually a good
sign for the incumbent party. If the number is below this level, this
target level, it is weak, not a good sign for the—and so it’s actually
sort of interesting. And I don’t suspect that most people find that
interesting. But I find it interesting.

Q: That’s actually fascinating.
Mr. EGGLESTON. I can hardly keep my eyes open.
The WITNESS. So I actually studied that a fair amount. Perhaps

when I was speaking to Ms. Nickles, perhaps I was thinking about
what I had just studied a fair amount of in the re-election, and
maybe putting some of that material together, some of those sort
of target rates on political landscape, how that would impact the
politics of the country and thus our ability to implement the Presi-
dent’s policies, that that might be interesting to some of the Treas-
ury appointees. I could have meant that I really had no idea about
the political landscape in America from a sort of getting ready to
go into an ’06 cycle because I had just spent 2 years totally and
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completely focused on the President and only the President. And so
I needed some time to kind of just make sure that I had a good
understanding of what other people thought the environment was
developing early, early in a 2-year period, figuring out, again sort
of what people thought were going to be interesting races. You
know, that’s what I could—I could have meant any number of
things. It’s sort of a nebulous word.

Q: So you could have meant, let me look at the 2006 election and
try to get a sense of which candidates in either party are possibly
vulnerable? Is that——

A: What I would have meant if in fact that was what I was
thinking at the time, which I don’t know, is let me get my arms
around the landscape period, what’s going on. You know, when you
spend 2 years of your life focused on one individual, I probably
didn’t even have a good appreciation for, who all these people were,
period, the incumbents, the elected officials. And so I wouldn’t
want to be in a situation where I was discussing, not even able to
sort of not have knowledge of who a particular Senator was. And
that’s probably what I meant by that.

Q: Okay.
Mr. CASTOR. We’re coming to a good time. We’ve been going for

an hour.
Mr. LEVISS. Could I just go for a couple more minutes on this?
Mr. CASTOR. We can keep track of it then.
Mr. LEVISS. That’s fine. And I can wait for the next hour to do

it. How is the witness doing?
Mr. EGGLESTON. We’re getting hungry.
The WITNESS. I can live with it.

BY MR. LEVISS:

Q: What did you understand Ms. Nickles to mean when she of-
fered that the political appointees at Treasury could be helpful to
you and Political Affairs?

A: That you know they could go out and speak on behalf of the
President’s policies, that they could highlight the good work that
his policies were doing on the economy. It could be any number of
things. That if I had questions, as I often at times did because the
Office of Political Affairs is sort of a repository for anybody and ev-
erybody who ever had a question about anything to call that I
might be able to know them. And a Member of Congress may call
me and say they had a question about any X, Y or Z issue. And
I might have no knowledge of it and say, I’d be happy to hook you
up with somebody from Treasury Department. And then I would
have a knowledge of who that person was because I had been there
and met them. But it could have meant anything.

Q: Why did you first need to get your maps and targets together
before you could speak to them and educate them about what the
President was doing?

A: Well, I certainly could have gone and spoke to simply say
thanks and talk about what the President was doing. But, at that
point, I had been in my job all of 16 days. And I also knew, had
the foresight I guess would be the answer, to understand that if
you’re the Director of Political Affairs, the odds of you going into
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an environment where somebody doesn’t ask you a question about,
quote, politics is pretty small. And I would not want to put myself
in the situation where I didn’t have a command of my subject area.
And while I’m a pretty quick study, I probably needed more than
2 weeks to make sure that I had a command of my subject area,
to make sure that if someone asks me a question, I could answer
it to the best of my ability. And so that’s all I can surmise that I
meant in an e-mail that I don’t recall receiving at the time.

Q: It seems that you have an intimidating command of your sub-
ject area. So you are selling yourself short?

A: I don’t know. We’ll see.
Q: What sort of maps would you put together for a presentation

like this?
A: Again, if you are talking about the political landscape of the

country, you need maps of the country to talk about. I’m just a vis-
ual person. It’s just easier for me to indicate if I’m talking about
a region of the country and what’s going on or I’m saying look, the
collective wisdom of the sort of political intelligencia in the United
States is that these are the eight places that people are focused.
People when they get into election mode get a little antsy some-
times. You might have a Member of Congress who calls you angry
from time to time. There’s probably a reason for it. Probably feeling
pressure.

Q: By eight places, you mean specific districts or races?
A: It’s just sort of common sense that if somebody’s in a high-

stress situation because they’re in a, quote, election mode, although
I can’t imagine that would have been an issue at this point in the
time, they’re a little bit—they get anxious about stuff, get worked
up, they’re more sensitive. If the agency fails to notify them of
something that is taking place in their district that the agency is
doing, which happens unfortunately from time to time, I usually
hear about it. And so my point was, this is—these are people who
might be more sensitive than others because of the nature of the
environment. The environment dictates that for whatever reason,
these are places that we’re going to have races and that has a lot
of implications for implementing the president’s policy and implica-
tions for them. And they just need to be aware of it.

Q: What sort of implications?
A: Well, like for example, if a Cabinet Secretary was traveling

somewhere, and they didn’t notify the Member, which has actually
happened on more than one occasion, you’re going to have an irate
Member of Congress. So pay attention. I mean, that’s just common
courtesy for every Member, but understand that that, this is the
landscape of America. This is what’s going on politically. These are
the things that I brief the President on or the Vice President or
other superiors in the office. It’s not simply just a landscape. I don’t
know that I would, you know, over analyze the subject of it.

Mr. LEVISS. I think I’m at a good stopping point. But just give
me a minute, please. Okay. We’ll break here.

Mr. EGGLESTON. Thank you.
[Recess.]

EXAMINATION

BY MR. CASTOR:
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Q: Ms. Taylor, taking a look at the July 17 request of the Com-
mittee to you?

A: Yes.
Q: There was a question earlier why you hadn’t provided docu-

ments. And did you have an understanding that there was a due
date for the documents, or did you have any discussions with com-
mittee staff, or were you aware that your attorney had discussions
with Committee staff about what you might have, where you might
look, how much time it might take?

A: I don’t recall any discussions about it. I don’t recall a due
date.

Q: So there was no one on our side that—I use the term our side
to mean the Committee, both Republican and Democratic staff—no-
body on our side asked you yesterday, are you bringing any docu-
ments? We haven’t seen any documents?

A: I don’t think so. Not to my knowledge.
Q: I don’t see a date certain on the document request. Were you

aware of a date certain that the documents needed to be produced
by?

A: I don’t recall. I don’t recall a date certain. I read the letter
once, but didn’t really read it that carefully I guess.

Q: But it is your intent to be as responsive as possible to any and
all the Committee’s requests?

A: We certainly are going to do our best to cooperate. So we obvi-
ously need to talk about it. There may be some discussions about
if these documents really are mine. I don’t—if there are in fact any
documents, which I don’t know that there are, but——

Q: Okay. I just wanted to go through that a little bit, because
the letter came the 17th. And it seems to me, based on my reading
of things, things have happened very quickly with you. You have
come in. You have signed up for your voluntary deposition. You
have signed up to participate in the hearing Monday. And so I
thought it was—I was a little caught off guard when the suggestion
was made that you hadn’t been responsive to the Committee’s re-
quests. So I just wanted to sort of follow that up, see if you had
any specific conversations that I wasn’t aware of.

A: I didn’t have any conversations.
Q: Exhibit 12 that we looked at before we took a break——
A: Uh-huh.
Q [continuing]: Is an e-mail chain between Kim Nickles and

yourself?
A: Yes.
Q: It looks like you were using your EOP e-mail address?
A: I was.
Q: Did you also have an RNC e-mail account?
A: I did.
Q: Did you have an RNC Blackberry?
A: I did.
Q: Did you have an EOP White House Blackberry?
A: I did.
Q: How did you determine which Blackberry or computer termi-

nal to use when sending and receiving e-mail?
A: I mean, generally the—the general rule, the political equip-

ment was used for political purposes. That’s not to say that I
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didn’t—I certainly used my political e-mail for all of my personal
and social activity. I used my GWB accounts, you know, for social
activity. I would generally try to keep them separate to the best of
my ability. But, I had a great—I had many equipment—I had a lot
of equipment. I had a computer, a laptop, two Blackberrys, two
phones. So it is possible at times I used the political equipment for
something that would have been official. I had kind of a messy bag
with lots of equipment in it, and I just sort of would reach down
in a hurry and grab a Blackberry. I tried to keep it straight, but
it was a lot to manage.

Q: But when you were conducting official business, business that
you believed belonged within the EOP e-mail system, you used
your EOP e-mail account? Is that fair to say?

A: As a general rule, if I was conducting official business, I was
trying to use the official e-mail account.

Q: And the same with your Blackberry?
A: Yes. As a general rule, I would use the official Blackberry as

well.
Q: And did you know that the White House has a backup system

for saving EOP e-mails?
A: They—I guess, I believe that they do, yeah. I mean, I didn’t

really ask, but I assume that they do. Most large organizations do.
Q: Did you receive any briefings about when to use the RNC-

issued equipment versus the official White House EOP equipment
from White House Counsel?

A: I remember, sort of as a vague recollection of them, saying
what I just said, which is for political activities, use the political
account; for official activities, use the official account. With respect
to political activities, again, I think there are a lot of people who
would determine that you would engage in—even if you were
scheduling the President to do a fundraiser, that is an official activ-
ity on my part, not a political activity. That is my responsibility as
his political director. But that I, if I—I would often err on the side
of caution. And that was sort of their, as I recall it, that was their
guidance to, to err on the side of caution and—so, as an individual,
you try to manage it as best you can, do your best to make sure
that you are following the two guidelines. So——

Q: Was there anyone at the RNC who you dealt with about your
equipment they gave you, or was it certain tech people or——

A: There were tech people. So like, for example, if we had a prob-
lem with the computer that was provided to us by the RNC, the
RNC staff would be required to fix it, not somebody else. So, in
many respects sort of two, you know, different systems in terms of,
you have this equipment provided to you by the RNC, and they
serviced it, and then you had the official equipment provided to you
by the government serviced by government employees.

Q: Do you remember when you got your RNC e-mail account or
Blackberry?

A: Well, I got one I guess in the first term at some point. I don’t
know exactly when. I don’t know if we got them right away. So, at
some point in the first term, I got an RNC Blackberry.

Q: Did you have the RNC Blackberry continuous from that point
through?
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A: No, I would have returned it when I left the White House.
And then I would have gotten new equipment from the Bush-Che-
ney reelection campaign.

Q: And after the campaign, when you returned to the White
House, did you——

A: I believe that’s the case. I know that I was—I would have had
equipment—yeah, I would have had equipment provided by Bush-
Cheney. That would have been right, yeah.

Q: Do you have any recollection whether you turned that equip-
ment back into Bush-Cheney or whether it was converted into RNC
property?

A: I returned the phone and the Blackberry. And then I pur-
chased my computer from Bush-Cheney, because they were obvi-
ously closing down. They had—they allowed employees to purchase
their computer at sort of the fair market value of the computer. So
I actually purchased the laptop personally.

Q: Was there anyone at the RNC General Counsel’s Office or out-
side counsel that you could receive briefings from about the use of
the equipment?

A: I have sort of vague recollections. But I guess—when I was
in the White House using political equipment for sometimes politi-
cal, political uses, I would follow what I believed were the guide-
lines as I understood them, which were, if it was a political activ-
ity, to use the political equipment. Obviously, in the Bush-Cheney
campaign, I mean, it was like the one—there was no real—I didn’t
have separate systems. I had one system. So it was just what I
used.

Q: A lot of times, when you are trying to work through whether
something would be official EOP, like e-mail communication or
whether maybe it is on the line, so it is political in nature, what
was your practice? Did you use the political account on those cases?

A: Yeah, if I didn’t know for sure, I would just use the political
account. And I mean, a lot of times—as you might imagine in that
situation, you are just kind of on a roll, or you are on the phone,
and you are trying to remember not to forget something, and you
just, you are in front of the laptop and, I will use it from time—
use it to send e-mails and such. I certainly—again, there is a lot
of gray area, so you just used your—tried to use caution on it. And
like I said, if I was traveling a lot and, it gets a little bit harder
to—somebody e-mails you on your political account about some-
thing political, and then 3 days later, they e-mail you something
back that’s maybe a technically a—and they would happen to use
that account, and then it is like you are trying to forward it and
delete the other text and, it is not a—we are sort of in a little bit
of uncharted territory with the amount of e-mail usage which peo-
ple use, which is sort of growing exponentially here, or it has dur-
ing the time, I think, during the President’s term in office. And so
it is a little bit of a, uncharted area I think. And that is, as you
sort of can see the administration is sort of trying to—had tried to
figure out how to address that.

Q: The Presidential Records Act requires the President’s staff to
adequately document the decisions——

A: Yes.
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Q [continuing]: Or the decision-making and communications. Did
anybody ever tell you about that? The White House Counsel?

A: I don’t recall being told about it. I suspect I may have read
it somewhere in a manual or something. But I have sort of a vague
recollection of it. And I don’t really know if it is because of the
focus of this investigation over the last several months, or it is be-
cause I actually remembered it from being there.

Q: Did you know that the Presidential Records Act does not re-
quire anyone to keep every single communication that goes into the
decision-making process of the President? Did you know that?

A: No, I am not aware of that.
Q: The Presidential Records Act requires the President’s staff to

adequately document the communications that eventually lead to
Presidential decision-making.

These political briefings that we were talking about before
lunch——

A: Yes.
Q [continuing]: You said, generally, you may have given one to—

one or two to most of the agencies over the life of your tenure?
A: Yeah, many of the agencies, yes.
Q: Was there a formal process for scheduling those, or was it ad

hoc as the need presented itself?
A: More ad hoc. I mean, I tried to be available if I was asked,

certainly, and made a point of being available if I was asked. And
I made a general point to try to at least take the opportunity to
thank every set of appointees at least at some point while I was
working for the President.

Q: A lot of the e-mails produced to us show that a lot of the agen-
cies asked your office for these briefings. Were you familiar with
those types of requests?

A: I was familiar with the fact that people would ask me to come
speak and that I was, tried to be cooperative and do those, and
that I wanted to speak to them, too, so that I could talk about the
President and what he was doing, thank them, share with them my
views on the political landscape if they found that helpful, and I
think most of them did, so——

Q: Do you have any recollection of whether most of the time the
agency folks asked you or whether it was someone in the Office of
Political Affairs that decided we needed to have these briefings?
Can you sort of in your mind sort out——

A: Not really. I definitely think it went both ways. I think that
I probably did offer to go to some. But I don’t—but I can’t say for
sure, and I can’t tell you—I don’t recall which ones, and—obviously
you produced e-mail or somebody has produced e-mail that shows
I was in fact invited; that that was initiated by an agency staff per-
son. So I think that’s the case.

Q: Earlier you said that when you prepared the PowerPoint
slides, you conferred with the White House Counsel to make sure
that what the content of the slides showed was okay. Did you ever
know that the White House Counsel’s Office sometimes took those
slides and shared them with the Office of Special Counsel?

A: I really didn’t ask them what they did to determine if my
slides were appropriate or not. I just, as a general rule would run
stuff by them.
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Q: Have you ever heard—there is an agency called the U.S. Of-
fice of Special Counsel. Have you ever heard of that agency?

A: I have heard of it.
Q: One of the things they do is they look at potential violations

of the Hatch Act. And unlike appellate courts and courts generally,
they do provide advisory opinions. So if a lawyer in the General
Counsel’s Office of an agency had a question about the Hatch Act,
he could communicate with the folks at the U.S. Office of Special
Counsel and obtain an advisory opinion. Did you know that?

A: I didn’t know that.
Q: It is our understanding that, on occasion, the White House

Counsel’s Office in fact reached out to the U.S. Office of Special
Counsel and shared with them briefing slides to ensure that every-
thing was okay. And you said that you were not aware that the
White House Counsel’s Office did that?

A: I am not aware that they did that.
Q: So when you had the opportunity to run your materials by the

White House Counsel’s Office, was it your understanding that they
were going to take a look at the information and think about all
the different legal considerations and communicate back to you
whether or not the information as you showed them in the presen-
tation was okay to give?

A: I believed that by talking to them, I was just ensuring that
the material I provided was appropriate and that I had their verbal
guidance as well. And so, as a general rule, I tried to talk to them
if there was new material or, you know, information that I thought
that they should see before—before I proceeded.

Q: So if you had some new material and you knew that the
White House counsel that you had dealt with hadn’t seen a particu-
lar slide, you would—do you ever remember calling that to the
counsel’s attention?

A: I recall—yeah, I recall just sort of asking them if they had any
problems with this, or take a look at it, or sometimes they would
come down and look at it for me. We worked closely with these peo-
ple on lots of issues, so it wasn’t unusual to communicate with
them regularly.

Q: The Exhibit 12 slide was back-and-forth communications in
February, 2005. Is it fair to say that the slides you were using at
that point in time were different than the slides you were using in
2006?

A: Probably. There would have been different slides. Things
would change but not really change that substantively. Once I sort
of had my arms around what I thought were the political landscape
and America was sort of headed—but it would change from time
to time or maybe I would add a couple new slides or take a few
out or find something more germane to the agency in terms of what
public opinion, you know, deck of slides. And so I had a pretty
good—having worked for the Counsel’s Office I had a pretty good
understanding.

Public information was public information, and it was perfectly
appropriate to always share public information with people. I had
a good feel for what the Counsel’s office would—what their beliefs
were on what was appropriate and what are their interpretations
of what was appropriate and what wasn’t appropriate. So, but, if
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I had a question, I would ask them. Or if I changed something, I
would ask them, or, if I changed something substantively. If I
changed a number, I wouldn’t necessarily ask them about every
number change. Meaning, if you just pulled an update of a Gallup
slide, for example, I wouldn’t necessarily ask them. But——

Q: Your discussions with Counsel’s Office, did you—did they hap-
pen on the telephone? Over e-mail? Did you go to their office? Did
they come to your office? How did it happen?

A: Over the phone, and then they would either come down, or I
might e-mail them—either/or. On the phone, or—if, again, like if I
was just changing a slide I might be able to describe it over the
phone and the attorney would be comfortable with that, or he may
say, well, let me come look at it, or send it to me, or it could be
any number of——

Q: So, is it fair to say that you had some or all of what I just
described, on the phone, e-mail, in person?

A: Yeah. That’s absolutely right.
Q: So based on the variety of discussions you had with Counsel’s

Office, did you have the understanding that they had looked at the
content of these slides and had carefully considered or at least con-
sidered the information you were presenting to them?

A: As a general rule, yeah. I understood them to have given me
the feedback necessary so I could go forward with confidence that
I was doing my job in an appropriate way.

Q: Do you have a recollection of any specific tweaks they might
have offered? Did they tell you to do anything specific?

A: I don’t recall any specific tweaks. I know, as a general rule,
that they didn’t want—they wanted kind of public information,
they didn’t want like partisan—overly like partisan message infor-
mation. But it would be—if it was like a public poll, something that
you would see in the news, and I would just sort of be able to gath-
er it for people who may not have had time to put it together and
look at it, and talk about—I mean, this is most, was useful a lot
on the economy and the President and the Vice President. It could
be any number of what was in the news, what the President was
talking about, you know.

Q: Did anyone ever give you guidance as to where the best phys-
ical geographic locations were for these types of briefings?

A: I mean, we spoke about the briefings, and as a general rule,
since it was really a part of my official activities, it was perfectly
appropriate to do them, you know—it was easier for the appointees,
obviously, for me to go to them than for 40 or 50 of them to come
to me. But, the counsel’s office preferred to do them kind of after
hours just because—just for, out of an abundance of caution, not
because it was really necessary to my understanding. But it would
allow people, to not—people to come on their own time if they
wanted. I just generally tried to follow what they told me.

Q: And you did, didn’t you?
A: Certainly to the best of my recollection, I did as they told me.
Q: A lot of these briefings, at least the e-mails that we have seen,

indicate that many of them happened after five.
A: I think in fact most of them happened after five, yeah.
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Q: So was it—you said you gave one or two of these briefings to
most of the agencies. How many agencies—I guess, recently, Mr.
Waxman sent a letter to all the agencies regarding this question.

A: Yes.
Q: And if I am not mistaken, 27 letters went out.
A: Yes.
Q: Is that a good ballpark number for roughly the number of

agencies or opportunities for political presentations?
A: That seems very high to me, just based on my recollection. I

don’t think I went to anywhere near 27 different places. I maybe
went to 8 or 10 different places. I don’t know.

Q: Okay.
A: But I don’t know for sure. Again, all these people are very

busy. I am very busy, so it was a good thing to do if you could do
it. And if it didn’t work out, it didn’t work out.

Q: When you were before these audiences——
A: Yes.
Q [continuing]: Do you ever remember asking—or I should say,

was it your practice to ask these people to help on political cam-
paigns?

A: Was it my practice to ask them to help?
Q: Yeah.
A: No. No, it was not my practice to ask them to help on a politi-

cal campaign.
Q: And was it your practice to ask them to contribute money to

political campaigns?
A: It was not my practice to ask them to contribute money. I

know how much these people get paid.
Q: Was it your practice to help these folks understand the types

of things they can do to advocate for the election or defeat of a par-
ticular candidate?

A: I don’t recall ever speaking about the election or defeat of any
particular candidate. I recall only speaking about the landscape of
the country, what was happening politically, what people were say-
ing, what different scenarios and outcomes meant for our ability to
impact the President’s policies.

Q: One of the folks in your office, Mr. Jennings, it is our under-
standing that he gave some of these briefings, too?

A: M-hm. Yes, he did.
Q: What was the decision-making process as to whether you were

going to go deliver it or whether he was going to go deliver it?
A: As a general rule, I would do them. He was a good speaker

and, I had brought him with me a number of times. So he had seen
me give these multiple times. So he understood sort of the ground
rules and understood my vantage point on various issues. And so
if I couldn’t do it, I think there was sometimes like if I had some-
thing scheduled and then I had to travel with the President or Vice
President kind of last minute because another individual in the—
in my sort of universe of staff couldn’t make it, he would fill in for
me. And he on occasion did them, he was invited. Again, I think
some of the agency staff liked to just get different people from the
White House to come and speak and talk. And so he may have
been invited on his own as well.
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Q: I guess every agency has a position they term White House
liaison?

A: Yes.
Q: What do you understand that position to mean in a general

sense?
A: Well, I think it can be different in different agencies in the

sense, in terms of the scope of seniority. But most White House li-
aisons do just in fact what their title says, which is White House
liaison, so they would interact with the President’s staff and help
serve as kind of a funnel of communications between the White
House and their respective agencies. They work—many of them
work—they work most closely with the President’s Personnel Office
in terms of personnel decisions in the agencies in a political capac-
ity, as I understand their role to be. And then they would work
with all the other offices, too, that had questions, you know. They
worked with our office. They would work with the Cabinet Liaison
Office a lot to the best of my knowledge. So their job was kind of,
in fact, laid out in their title.

Q: Were those folks considered the conduit to provide information
to so they could go back to their agencies to help the agencies un-
derstand what the President’s initiatives are?

A: Sure. Absolutely. And there are other people in the agencies,
but they played an important role in facilitating communication be-
tween the White House and the agency staff.

Q: At the White House end of things was there anyone on the
White House staff whose responsibility included overseeing all the
different White House liaisons?

A: Your question is, was there somebody responsible for the
White House liaisons? They don’t—no, not that I am aware of. Cer-
tainly not in any formal sense. They don’t have a boss at the White
House. They would work for the Cabinet Secretary or director to
whom they reported.

Q: So there wasn’t anyone on the White House end of things that
was sort of in charge of being the principal point of contact for the
White House liaisons?

A: Well, I think they worked very closely with the personnel
staff. So, the Personnel Office is organized in what they would call
portfolios. So there may be an individual responsible for filling po-
sitions within say the natural resources portfolio. So they would
work very closely with that person. They would work closely with
our office. We would work with the Personnel Office a lot on var-
ious boards, commissions, and different things we would work with
them on. So they would work with us on that.

They might work with us on—again, one of the things that I al-
ways tried to do as the director was to take an opportunity and
make people who worked for the President, make it as good an ex-
perience as I could within my limited ability to do so. And that
simply is just a function of taking the time. As an employee of the
White House, you have certain things you can do. You can give
people West Wing tours. You can invite them to see the President
take off from Marine One. These are simple gestures, and I would
instruct my staff to try to make sure that we were regularly saying
thank you to people and pulling them into some of the great perks
that the President and First Lady offer to their staff. And we would
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facilitate that. I assumed that the staff facilitated that through the
White House liaison. That would make the most sense.

Q: From time to time, yourself or someone in your office would
have a chance to address different groups of White House liaisons.
Is that true?

A: Yeah, we would—maybe they would come over a couple times
a year as a group, or they might come over with their chiefs of
staffs of their agencies. And this might be a program put together
for them with lots of speakers from the White House talking about
the President’s initiatives and, what he is working on, and the im-
portance of our communicating with one another.

Q: During those opportunities you had to be with the White
House liaisons, did you ever hear anyone on the White House end
of things ask these White House liaisons to help on political cam-
paigns?

A: I don’t recall anybody asking to help on a political campaign.
Q: Do you ever recall anybody asking these White House liaisons

for money to contribute to political campaigns?
A: I don’t recall anybody ever asking the White House liaisons

for money.
Q: So the get-togethers with the White House liaisons, was that

something that happened a couple times a year, once a month?
A: No, a few times a year. I think I went to a couple meetings

over the course of my time as political director. I don’t think I went
to all of them. Because sometimes the person—usually, the person-
nel director at the White House would initiate the meeting and
would invite us if we wanted to be there and other staff at the
White House. They would bring the Congressional Affairs staff
over, and the Congressional Affairs person would speak to them.
And they would bring the Intergovernmental—the Intergovern-
mental Affairs Office would bring their fellow Intergovernmental
Affairs people over. So there was kind of a whole series of these
kind of meetings that would take place where people would com-
municate their—what they were working on.

Q: So having heard you explain that, there is nobody in your of-
fice who was in charge of the legion of White House liaisons. Is
that fair to say?

A: Certainly no White House liaisons were reporting to anybody
in my office. We worked closely with them on—from time to time.
We knew them. But, they certainly didn’t report to us. They re-
ported to their Cabinet Secretary or director.

Q: You talked about earlier that it was hard for you to under-
stand the differences between the schedule Cs, the noncareer SESs,
the PASs. Are there any other—are you aware of any other types
of political appointee descriptions?

A: Not really. Is there a PA? There is also a PA maybe or some-
thing? There is one other. I don’t know. I didn’t——

Q: So you don’t know if there are different rules about what can
be said and done with a PAS versus a schedule C?. And I mean,
specifically, what the narrow differences are between——

A: I recall being told that obviously a Senate-confirmed person
has a—they can have, I think, more direct conversations about poli-
tics. But I didn’t really do specific meetings with them, so I always,
because I was in the—usually in front of a schedule C appointee,
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that I just—I just tried to stay consistent, so I didn’t—because I
was never always sure if somebody was a PAS or a schedule C,
that it was easy to just make sure that I was focused on a message
that was appropriate for a schedule C appointee. People could call
me if they had questions. I didn’t really think much beyond—what
I would give in my political briefing is kind of what I would give
to—what I would give to anybody who I was talking to.

Q: I have handed you a document that I have marked Exhibit
13?

A: Yes.
[Taylor Exhibit No. 13 was marked for identification.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: I want to give you a moment to read it. It is an e-mail ex-
change between Matt Smith, appears to be the Veterans’ Adminis-
tration, and Scott Jennings?

A: Yes.
Q: This is from October, 2006. This e-mail asks Scott if Scott

would be willing to come over and do a very quick political brief
as well as some remarks on what the White House expects from
appointees. Scott responds: Yes, either Sara or I would be happy
to do it. Let me check with her, and we will get right back to you.
To be clear, we will lay out the ground rules for appointees as we
have been directed by counsel. The rules are pretty clear and sim-
ple, and we will gladly make sure everyone has the information.

Is Scott referring to White House Counsel here, do you think?
A: I believe. I mean, I don’t know, but I believe so.
Q: So it seems like Scott understands that the rules are what

they are, and they would be happy to help people at the VA under-
stand them and come over?

A: M-hm.
Q: Is this a pretty—does this reflect what you believe is the un-

derstanding in your office, or what your office was when you were
at the White House; that the rules are—you know, you can under-
stand the rules because you can go ask the counsel, and you also
can help other people understand the rules if they have any ques-
tions?

A: Sure. Absolutely.
Q: I have another document that I am going to mark Exhibit 14.

This is an e-mail exchange from June, 2006——
A: M-hm.
Q [continuing]: Between a staffer over at the Treasury Depart-

ment, and it looks like yourself and Barry Jackson?
A: Yes. The two of us are on there.
[Taylor Exhibit No. 14 was marked for identification.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: Is there any way to tell from looking at this e-mail chain
whether or not you were e-mailed at your official EOP account or
whether it was an RNC account?

A: That was my official account, because of the M period. I did
not have an M period in my political account.
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Q: It looks like, in the e-mail you sent around 8 o’clock or 10
minutes to 8, you told the folks that it is better to do these presen-
tations at 5 o’clock per White House Counsel. But you can do it at
Treasury, or I guess that would be at the EEOB? Would that be
the other?

A: That would be the place where we would do it, yes, if they
came to us, yes.

Q: So as you look at this document, it seems like Treasury has
reached out to your office to see if you would be willing to provide
an update on the political landscape to the appointees, the
politicals, and you have agreed. You said you are happy to help.
And the White House Counsel would rather you do it at 5 o’clock.
Was that something that you would sometimes do? Would you
sometimes tell these agencies that it is better to do them at 5
o’clock?

A: Well, my understanding from the White House Counsel was
that, as a general rule, while certainly we could do them during the
day, that it is just probably better to do them at 5 or after. And
so I just generally followed their guidance. Plus it is just simply
easier for other people. They have stuff they are doing during the
day, too. So it is just sort of common sense.

Q: Over the break, I figured out a better system. I don’t know
if you have noticed that.

A: You are to be commended on your new system.
Mr. EGGLESTON. You must have missed lunch.
The WITNESS. I hope you didn’t miss lunch.
Mr. CASTOR. I didn’t miss lunch. I had a delicious lunch. I have

marked this as Exhibit 15.
The WITNESS. For the record, the whole room looks like it’s about

to fall asleep.
Mr. CASTOR. I have received an e-mail communication from the

Committee. The full Committee hearing scheduled for Monday,
July 30th, on the Office of National and Drug Control Policy, has
been cancelled. I just thought I would communicate that to you, as
you were a witness, I believe.

The WITNESS. I am appreciative. I recently started a new job,
and one of the people I am working with, the new president, is
coming into town on Monday, so that was a bit of a concern I had
as to not be with him.

Mr. CASTOR. I thought it would make sense to let you know as
soon as possible.

Mr. EGGLESTON. I appreciate it.
Mr. LEVISS. I was waiting for the break, but it was good news.
Mr. CASTOR. Everyone likes breaking news.
Ms. SACHSMAN. We didn’t want to interrupt you, Steve.
Mr. CASTOR. I appreciate that.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: This exhibit I have shared with you is a back and forth be-
tween the Interior and Meredith MacIntyre. Is that someone in the
Office of Political Affairs?

A: Yeah, and Henley—Ms. MacIntyre was my assistant.
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Q: Okay. In the 7:35 p.m.—your assistant’s working at 7:35 on
April 22nd. That’s to be commended.

A: My assistant worked usually until about 10 p.m., unfortu-
nately for her, which is probably why I could only keep her around
for a year-and-a-half.

Q: She informs the folks over at interior that White House Coun-
sel is uncomfortable with Sara giving a political briefing during
normal business hours. And I wanted to show this to you as an ex-
ample that it wasn’t only you that was under the impression that
these briefings are better to happen at 5. In fact, your assistant,
you know, it was her practice to tell the agencies that the pref-
erence is to do these after 5.

A: That was my understanding. And so, I think, as a general
rule, we always tried to do them at 5 or later.

Q: There is some reference to the Q and A that would happen
after your 15- or 20-minute talk. Earlier counsel from the majority
asked you, you know, whether your talk was an hour long, and you
said that it usually wasn’t. Is 15 or 20 minutes, is that a better—
was that ordinarily how long you talked for?

A: Probably. It’s probably a closer ballpark. It would depend. It
would depend—I think, in some of these, I don’t recall bringing a
slide deck with me. I may have just gone over and spoke. It would
probably depend on the time or what was going on or—you know,
sometimes they might ask me to come speak on an issue specifi-
cally, in which case I would focus on it. I don’t recall. I probably
had one speech a day on average, you know, so I just don’t recall
every speech I gave.

Q: As the White House political director, you were the—you were
the senior official giving political information and advice to the
President. Is that correct?

A: I was a senior person, but not the most senior person.
Q: How frequently would folks such as yourself that had a direct

line to the President, gave the President direct information on a
regular basis as part of your job, how frequently would folks like
yourself go out to the agencies and talk to them about the political
landscape or about their particular jobs?

A: You are talking about sort of the White House staff broadly?
Q: Right. Right.
A: I don’t know for sure. I would hope often and regular. And I

would hope that everybody did it. And I believe most people did.
But I don’t know for sure.

Q: Do you think most people had opportunities to give talks and
presentations like you did?

A: I think many people did that, and certainly had opportunities
and, did in fact do it.

Q: The question-and-answer portion, generally speaking, was it—
did the folks that you were talking to, did they have a lot of ques-
tions? Was there a lot of back and forth with them?

A: Sometimes they would ask—it would depend. They would ask
questions. I mean they, mostly wanted—they mostly didn’t under—
they mostly wanted to have an understanding of why something
was or wasn’t being discussed more by the President. So, as you
might imagine, if you were—if you were working on a specific pol-
icy within an agency, that that’s probably the most important thing
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to you. Yet the President has responsibility over the entire govern-
ment. So, they may ask some narrow question about why can’t we
get more focus on X, Y or Z issue. They might ask about their home
State politics, what I think of it, what’s going to happen. What do
I think is going to happen? They asked any number of questions.
It was just——

Q: Did the time allotted for Q and A, did it usually get occupied?
Did you usually find yourself having to say okay, thanks, guys, I
have to leave now?

A: Yeah, I mean, not really—I mean—rarely. I mean, people
would ask questions, and I didn’t really pay that close attention to
how many questions people asked. I may get four or five questions
on average per briefing. I don’t know. I mean, I am sort of guessing
at that. Maybe more, maybe less. I mean, I am sure I put people
to sleep, too, and they couldn’t wait for me to leave, so——

Q: The famous January 26th, 2007, GSA brown bag luncheon
where Scott Jennings gave a talk. Some of the witnesses have—
they all have very, very different recollections about what may or
may not have been said, but a number of them have said that a
topic may have come up that made Scott suggest, hey, guys, let’s
take this off line. Do you ever recollect a situation where the Q-
and-A session may have raised something that you said, hey, guys,
let’s—I can’t go there or let’s take it off line?

A: I don’t recall any specific question. I mean, as a general rule,
if I didn’t think I should answer their question, I would just punt
it to their counsel. I would say, you should talk to your counsel
about that.

Q: How often did that happen?
A: Not often. I can’t actually remember any time that it hap-

pened. But I made a point, when I spoke in front of agencies, to
bring up at least once that they should—if they ever had any ques-
tions, they should make sure they spoke to their counsel.

Q: You gave a lot of presentations before groups. How many in
an average year do you think—how many times were you giving
talks to folks where there was a Q and A?

A: Probably, on average, three times a week for a duration of 2
years. A lot.

Q: Hundreds?
A: Probably close to that range, yeah.
Q: And from time to time, when people have to ask a question

in front of the group, is it fair to say that sometimes they often
have a failure to communicate what they are really trying to say?
They have a hard time getting their question out? Doesn’t that
happen a lot of the time? Maybe someone who is not a good public
speaker?

A: Probably that happened. That happened sometimes.
Q: Did you have any personal sort of strategies if someone gave

you an awkward question, or did you have any sort of go-to strate-
gies other than asking them to go to their counsel’s office to sort
of defuse sort of a weird question or question you didn’t understand
or a question that made you feel uncomfortable?

A: I guess I don’t recall any questions that I was concerned
about. If I thought somebody was approaching an inappropriate
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line, I would just generally tell them, before you do anything, you
know, check with your counsel.

Q: How about in your talks that you might give to nongovern-
ment officials? Did you ever get any crazy questions from the audi-
ence that——

A: I am sure I did. I mean, people have some interesting ideas.
I would just generally listen and thank them for their idea.

Q: I am marking Exhibit 16. Let me know when you are ready.
This is an e-mail back and forth in the summer of 2005.

A: M-hm. I see it.
[Taylor Exhibit No. 16 was marked for identification.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: It looks like someone over at the USDA has reached out to
your assistant——

A: M-hm.
Q [continuing]: Regarding a visit you were scheduled to make

Thursday, June 9th, for a 5 p.m. meeting with the agency’s political
appointees?

A: M-hm. That’s correct.
Q: Do you have any recollection of this meeting in June of 2005

at USDA?
A: I don’t.
Q: It looks like your assistant was responding to these e-mails

on the RNC account?
A: It appears so.
Q: How many folks in the Office of Political Affairs had RNC ac-

counts? Do you know?
A: They all should have had them.
Q: Did you ever give any instructions to Henley about what she

should or shouldn’t be—what types of communications she should
or shouldn’t be having on her RNC account?

A: I don’t recall giving her specific instructions. I recall us receiv-
ing sort of a briefing from counsel to, political information is on po-
litical equipment, and official information is on official equipment.
And, I think that I can only speak about my own experience, which
is, that sometimes became a—sometimes it’s difficult to manage be-
cause of the high and fast pace in which you are working and the
volume of things you are trying to do and the various things you
are covering in any one 10-minute increment that you are trying
to—and I suspect that everybody else that I worked with did their
best but, from time to time may have used an account that—and
certainly, she may not have understood what—if this was political
or official or—I may not have made that clear to her.

Q: So if this person from the USDA had sent you a similar type
of e-mail, you may have just responded on your RNC account if——

A: If that’s where they sent it to me, that’s probably what I
would have done, not thinking about it. Because it was easy—be-
cause I would have had to forward it to another computer and——

Q: Right.
A: And then go dig their e-mail address out and then type their

e-mail address into the different computer. And imagine trying to
do that all day. We just become creatures of ease, I suppose.
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Q: It would be impractical to do such a thing, wouldn’t it?
A: I think that’s a fair statement.
Mr. CASTOR. I think I am ready to stop now.
Mr. EGGLESTON. May we have a couple minutes?
Mr. CASTOR. Certainly.
[Recess.]

EXAMINATION

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: I think I am going to start by following up on some of Mr.
Castor’s questions about your use of your RNC e-mail account.

A: M-hm.
Q: You said that you received a briefing by counsel about your

use of e-mail. When did you receive that?
A: I don’t recall. I just recall being given some general guidelines

at some point.
Q: Do you recall if it was towards the beginning of—I guess to-

ward the beginning of the administration, during that first time pe-
riod when you worked?

A: I think so. I mean, at some point, I generally—I should say
this. I generally was made aware that political e-mail should be
sent on the political computer, and the official e-mail should be
sent on the official computer. That’s what I recall as the guidance.
And specifically or who or how I got that, I don’t know. But that
was my—that was what I believed to be the case.

Q: Do you recall if you were given that kind of guidance both—
because you were at the White House for two separate time
periods——

A: Right.
Q [continuing]: Both in that first time period and in that second

time period?
A: I believe so, but I—I believe so. But I can’t say for sure.
Q: And when they were explaining that you should use one for

political and one for official, did anyone ever explain to you how to
define political or official?

A: I don’t recall. I don’t recall a—I mean, political, I think as you
are getting to, is kind of a nebulous word. It can mean lots of dif-
ferent things. I really can’t say that I know that.

Q: Did you ever have discussions amongst yourself and the peo-
ple that were staff beneath you or other staff in the White House
about how they were saving or which account they were using or
the definition between official and political?

A: I believe that—we would have—I think I had the counsel’s of-
fice come to the—to a staff meeting early in my tenure, and this
is a subject that was likely to have come up, although I just don’t
remember specifically, and would have asked their guidelines, their
guidance. And my general understanding again was that political
information should be used on the political account; official infor-
mation should be used on the official account.

Q: What was your general idea of what would then be political
information to be used on the political account versus the official?

A: Political campaign activity. So, I think, again, if you are think-
ing about sort of pure political, and you are wearing your hat as
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an individual and engaging in political activity on your personal
time, certainly that was the case. But then there is this whole sort
of obvious gray area of sort of, if you are scheduling the President
for a fundraiser, I guess you are really official, but it could be polit-
ical. It is a political activity, but you are doing it in an official ca-
pacity because you work for the President.

But sometimes, I might just use my political account because in
the event that somebody were to ask after a simple scheduling
question—I mean, people have now conversations over e-mail. So
a lot of times, just out of an abundance of caution, if I was doing
anything that was, quote, political, I tried to use my political com-
puter.

Q: Did anyone from the White House ever instruct you to save
e-mails from your political e-mail account?

A: I don’t recall.
Q: And did anyone from the RNC or from the Bush campaign

give you that kind of an instruction?
A: I don’t recall them ever doing so.
Q: Did you ever have any discussions with anyone from the RNC

about their policies for deleting e-mails that were sent and re-
ceived?

A: I don’t recall having conversations about it.
Q: We have seen that in the memos that Mindy McLaughlin was

sending out, she, generally speaking, perhaps always, used her
RNC-provided e-mail account. Did you ever have discussions with
her about which account she should use for those activities?

A: I think the guidance I would have given her is that if she was
engaging in, quote, political activity, to use her political computer.
If she was engaging in official activity, to use her official computer.
I believe—I don’t recall specifically giving her guidance, but, again,
I believe at some point this probably came up, and that would have
been my guidance to her.

Q: And would the sending out of these memos have been official
activity or political activity?

A: It could vary; they could have been both.
Q: In what way?
A: Well, they are official activities, as we discussed, and the

memo you provided to Director Daniels, which were official activi-
ties, but, you know, some of these Cabinet Secretaries would do po-
litical events. And so they could do official events, and they could
do political events. So, in theory, she would be, in her personal ca-
pacity, could schedule political events, and so she could be doing
both, and was likely doing both, and I believe she did both.

Q: We have seen, and if you would like to see, I can show you,
memos from Mindy McLaughlin to some Cabinet Secretaries that,
as you said, both official activities and fundraising activities. Do
you think that it was appropriate to use the same memo for collect-
ing the information on both of those?

A: I think that she, out of an abundance of caution, probably
used her political equipment to make sure that she was—if there
was anything that was considered, quote, political, that she was
doing it on political equipment. And I think that this is a some-
what of a gray area, that some of this—she has official capacity,
and she can choose to have a political capacity. And she was prob-
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ably trying to make it easy for people, thus trying to do it on one
document, but making sure she was doing it on her political equip-
ment.

Q: Did you ever give her any instructions about that?
A: I don’t recall. I didn’t—I don’t recall sort of telling her to do

separate documents.
Q: In an April 9th, 2007, article in the National Journal, which

I can show to you if you would like to see it, a former White House
political aide was said to have vaguely recalled receiving guidance
about sending e-mail on an RNC-provided BlackBerry, and using a
gwb43.com e-mail account, and noted that this guidance had come
from you. Do you recall issuing guidance of that sort?

Mr. EGGLESTON. Can we see that?
The WITNESS. I would like to see that. I don’t recall seeing that.

I have read it.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: You have had a chance to read it? Okay. Do you recall issuing
any guidance?

A: I don’t recall, but I, again, probably at some point told them
to use their political equipment for political activities and their offi-
cial equipment for official activities.

Q: Would that have been I guess informal guidance, or would you
have written something down in an e-mail or——

A: It was probably informal, as I would have repeated it, or I
may possibly have just invited a member of the counsel’s staff to
come give the guidance. I don’t recall specifically.

Q: What prompted you to give that kind of guidance or ask White
House Counsel to give that kind of guidance?

A: Because I wanted to make sure that people who were working
for me had—had an understanding of sort of the procedures. I
wanted to make sure, particularly make sure that none of them
were putting themselves in a position where they might uninten-
tionally fail to comply with the Hatch Act. And so I, likely would
have instructed them to be careful and to err on the side of caution
and to make sure if they were doing something that was political
in nature to use their political equipment. And as a general rule,
if they didn’t know, to err on the side of caution.

Q: Because of that reason, is it likely that you had that instruc-
tion given or you gave that instruction towards the beginning of
your term as director of OPA?

A: I don’t recall when I gave it, but that’s probably—usually, the
beginning of a tenure you are more focused on process. So that’s
probably fair, but I don’t recall for sure.

Q: Your attorney mentioned earlier, or you mentioned earlier
that your attorney is in possession of your RNC laptop and that—
and I just had a couple questions about that, because it was a little
unclear to me. Since you have left the White House, has the RNC
requested that you search that computer in order to give them doc-
uments for them to comply with any document requests?

A: I have—I have asked everybody to deal with my attorney on
all of these matters, and so I don’t know if the RNC has——

Mr. EGGLESTON. No.
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The WITNESS. They presumably have the network.
Mr. EGGLESTON. And they have the network.
The WITNESS. So presumably, I am guessing, they have access to

my records, but I don’t know that for sure.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: Oh, I see, because the computer is still connected up to the
network. You are not still using the computer?

A: Not still using the computer, but the computer during the
time of my use would have been connected to a network, and thus
they would have it from the last day that I used it.

Q: Has the White House asked you to search that computer for
any purposes since you have left?

A: I don’t recall.
Mr. EGGLESTON. No.
The WITNESS. Again, I have left all communications to my attor-

ney, so I don’t know.
Mr. EGGLESTON. No. The answer is no.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: When you were still at the White House——
A: M-hm.
Q [continuing]: Do you recall document requests coming in, dur-

ing the entire administration, in which you were asked by White
House Counsel to search your White House computer to help com-
ply with them?

A: I recall vague recollections that I—that a few times those
things would come across. I don’t recall any of them ever pertain-
ing to anything I was working on. It would be subjects that I would
know nothing about, or they might be, requests for some time pe-
riod that I wasn’t working there or—I have vague recollections of
seeing—occasionally seeing something of that nature.

Q: When you were asked to search your White House computer,
were you also asked to search your RNC computer?

A: I don’t recall.
Q: Do you recall whether you ever did search your RNC com-

puter for documents?
A: I recall Counsel’s Office searching my political computer in

conjunction with some of these current investigations before I left.
But I don’t recall searching it myself or, I don’t recall—I would
have to see the e-mail requesting the search to know. I just don’t—
I don’t recall anything about those e-mails other than I have a
vague recollection that from time to time we would be asked to
keep records.

Q: This committee made requests, recent requests to Karl Rove
for political briefing information. Do you know whether the White
House searched your White House and your RNC computers for
that information?

A: I don’t know.
Q: Would you have been aware of it if they had done it?
Mr. EGGLESTON. How recent was the request?
Ms. SACHSMAN. The request would have been March 29th of this

year.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 13:39 Sep 29, 2008 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00068 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 C:\DOCS\DEPO KATIE PsN: KATIE



67

The WITNESS. I—in the last sort of couple months of my tenure
at the White House, the Counsel’s Office searched my computer
thoroughly, regularly, and so——

Mr. EGGLESTON. Thanks to all of you.
The WITNESS. Thanks to all of you, correct, among your friends

in the Senate. And so I can’t recall.
Mr. EGGLESTON. Okay. Not all of you.
The WITNESS. I can’t recall a specific search, but I believe that

the counsel’s office did its best to comply with your requests.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: What are you basing that belief on?
A: The fact that they are good people.
Q: No specific recollections, though?
A: I don’t recall specific requests. I just recall that they were dis-

rupting my work often.
Q: Do you know whether other White House staff searched or

had the White House Counsel search their political accounts in re-
sponse to different requests?

A: Again, I believe that they were in our office searching regu-
larly, often, a lot.

Q: Was there anyone specific from White House Counsel who was
doing the searching?

A: More than one person. Different people. I suspect that they
had different areas that they were working on, and we might see
any number of different people who were trying to comply, comply
with various document requests or information gathering requests.

Q: Do you recall who it was?
A: You want to know which attorneys?
Q: If you recall.
A: I really don’t know who did what. I just, I would meet with

these people sometimes as they would come down, or they may
have asked us to do it as well. It seems like, on the document
searches, I don’t really know their names. They would have been
junior attorneys. And if somebody had questions for me, I might
meet with one of the more senior attorneys. And those folks are not
memorable to me.

Q: Did you ever communicate on your BlackBerry using the PIN
code instead of an e-mail?

A: Ever?
Q: Sure. Ever.
A: Yes.
Q: Okay. Was it your practice to do so?
A: Rarely. Very rarely.
Q: On what kinds of occasions would you use the PIN code?
A: Well, generally it is customary for people to—let me just put

it—let me just be frank. Can I be frank?
Mr. EGGLESTON. I doubt that’s a good idea.
The WITNESS. Men sometimes ask for your PIN. It is usually a

bad sign. Let me just leave it at that. So, like, I have had men ask
for my PIN. I have given them my PIN. They e-mail you. It’s a so-
cial thing. I have never had e-mail on a work-related topic—a PIN
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on a work-related topic that I recall ever. Kind of creepy, I know.
I don’t even——

Mr. EGGLESTON. Don’t they ask for phone numbers any more?
The WITNESS. Not at all. It’s so bad how far we have——
Mr. LEVISS. That’s old school.
Mr. EGGLESTON. Hey, honey, can I have your PIN?
The WITNESS. That’s exactly what happens. And you know imme-

diately, stay away from that guy.
Ms. SACHSMAN. I think that sounds like a good practice.
All right. Why don’t we mark a new document? I think this is

Exhibit 18.
[Taylor Exhibit No. 18 was marked for identification.]
Ms. SACHSMAN. I can assure you that was not what we were——
The WITNESS. No, but it’s actually true. It was actually a Demo-

cratic staffer who taught me how to use the PIN, for the record.
Mr. LEVISS. Now you are just making a record.
Ms. SACHSMAN. We don’t want the names.
The WITNESS. You are not going to get the names, don’t worry.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: Exhibit 18, which we have just marked, is a briefing, cover
page says the White House Office of Political Affairs, January 4th,
2007. This briefing was turned over to us by the State Department,
who told us that you had given this briefing to embassy——

Mr. LEVISS. Ambassadors.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: Ambassadors is what I am trying to say. And there was a re-
cent Washington Post article in which this briefing was actually
referenced, and then it ended up on the Washington Post Web site.

A: My briefing was on the Washington Post Web site?
Q: It still is.
A: Fantastic.
Q: Do you remember giving this briefing to the ambassadors?
A: I do.
Q: What do you remember about it?
A: I remember my boss, Karl Rove, had invited a handful of dip-

lomats to breakfast at the White House mess. And I remember him
inviting me to join him and asked me just to kind of give them—
I think he—something came up on his schedule, and he was only
there for a brief amount of time. And he had asked me to just kind
of give them my take on the outcome of the 2006 election. I think
they were curious and maybe were getting questions back in their
countries about sort of what happened in the landscape and——

Q: Is this similar to the briefings that you would have given at
an agency?

A: Well, I don’t—similar is probably fair. I don’t recall giving—
I mean, much of this—these slides, as I see them, are sort of post-
2006 election. I don’t know if I gave a briefing to an agency after
the election. But in terms of the general kind of, there would have
been some of this—some of these kind of similar themes. But I
don’t—I don’t recall giving this briefing to an agency.
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Q: Did you check with White House Counsel before you gave this
specific briefing?

A: I don’t recall checking with them. Again it was kind of a social
breakfast. It was a small number of people. We were having them
over for breakfast in the mess. We chatted. I think I spent a sum
total of 5 minutes on this, maybe less. I don’t recall going through
the whole briefing. I don’t recall—I think these folks, as you might
expect, given their capacities, were interested in sort of big picture
themes, not specifics in my briefing.

Q: Let me call your attention to—this isn’t Bates stamped, so it’s
kind of hard to find, but it is about 4 or 5 pages from the end. It’s
the slide entitled, ‘‘2008 House Targets: Top 36.’’ Is this a slide that
you had included in other briefings also? And I don’t mean this
specific slide, but I mean 2008 House targets?

A: I mean, I think that I may have done something in my politi-
cal capacity for members of the Republican National Committee
and that this was a slide that—I don’t know or exactly recall where
I got this information, if I just pulled it from one of the various
folks who make their living or how I put it together. I don’t recall.
But I believe I did it for that. And I think, as I recall, I just sort
of grabbed what I had last done, because I was sitting in a room—
at a table sort of not even this big mostly just chatting with people
at like 7 in the morning on my personal time, on my personal bill
at the White House mess.

Q: Is this a slide that you would not have shown to agency ap-
pointees?

A: I don’t—I don’t know that I wouldn’t have shown it to them.
I could have showed them something similar. I mean, again, if you
are trying to make a—if you are trying to lay out the political land-
scape in the country, and you are trying to sort of make the case
that certain races around the country are a focus of the media and
a focus of sort of the political intelligentsia, and they are really the
indicating races for whether Republicans or Democrats are going to
control the outcome of the House, I am—I probably did include
similar slides to this to sort of get a sense of, you know—but I
would sometimes include slides also that were, you know, that
would show sort of Republican races, maybe NRCC targets. I recall
doing DNCC targets. You could sort of determine this information
by reading a lot or by pulling—sometimes people would give me the
buy information. So then you could really tell where people were
spending their resources. And that would give you a better feel for
the landscape and how many races were really in play. So there
would be any number of things I might do to try to ascertain this
kind of information. I don’t recall this slide specifically ever being
used in a briefing. I don’t recall giving any briefings in the first
couple months of this year.

Q: What would be the purpose of showing this slide to ambas-
sadors?

A: I think it was in the slide deck. I don’t think I ever spoke
about this slide. I don’t recall ever talking about it, showing them,
giving it to them in the sense of that I was trying to give them a
message. I think that I was focused on the big themes of why we—
why the party was no longer in control of the Congress, and sort
of what had happened and—you know, I probably, like I said, I
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think I may have spent a sum total of 5 minutes on this thing, and
I may have gotten through half of these slides.

I mean, these folks aren’t interested in that information. I mean,
they just could have cared less. They were interested in why Re-
publicans didn’t control the Congress. That’s what they wanted to
know, what our take of it was. And my impression of this quote-
unquote briefing that was in the Washington Post story was that
my boss, Karl Rove, who some of these people I got the impression
he has known for a whole lot of years, many, many, many years,
who I got the impression that he was friends with, that he had
them over for breakfast at 7 in the morning in the White House
mess, which he was paying for. And he just asked me to pop over
and give my take because he had to go do something else. And this
is a simple, logical thing you would do if you had to leave your
guests and didn’t want to leave them alone. You would ask your
deputy to come chat, pay attention to, have breakfast with, enjoy
each other’s company. Really, trust me, it wasn’t that interesting
I am sure. It was—I was very interested in being there. I enjoyed
meeting those people. I don’t think they were that interested in me,
for the record.

Q: Did you think it was appropriate to discuss House targets for
congressional races or, you know, close races for Republicans and
defense for Republicans at agencies?

A: I think that if you are trying to lay out for the President’s
staff and the President’s appointees the political landscape of
America, it is very difficult to do it in a way that excludes specific
States or districts. If you are having the conversation with some-
body about the landscape, and you might say that there are eight
States that will determine the outcome of a particular set of elec-
tions, that you would sort of identify what those eight States are.

And so, again, you can read a lot of information. There are tons
of people offering commentary on this. And obviously, I have people
I know that work in politics, and I read a lot, and I just sort of
try to ascertain my own views based on all the information that I
have to provide the best overview of the political landscape of the
country. And so, I would just try to share my views on what was
happening, what was likely to happen, what the outcome would be,
how that would impact our ability to implement the President’s
policies.

Q: What would be the—I mean, what would be the take away
that you expected the agency officials to get from learning where
there were close races?

A: Well, they would certainly have a better understanding of the
likelihood of various Members. They would have, they would under-
stand—many of these agency staffers are responsible to specific
committees on the Hill. They might have a better understanding of
the committee makeup if, if the—in the future, based on looking at
some of these races, they might have a champion on the Hill for
some of their issues, and they would have an understanding if that
champion was in a serious race or not, they might have, you know,
any number of reasons why this information, you know, could be
of use to them.

More broadly, though, it wasn’t really specifically about—I never
sort of—I don’t recall ever spending any amount of time on these
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specific races. It was sort of, there are 40 seats in play, and here
are the seats, based on the information that I have, that are
most—or there are 30 seats in play, or these 10 seats seem to be
the ones that people are most focused on. It was more of a fact that
I found interesting and others might find interesting than it was
sort of a specific step-by-step analysis of districts. I didn’t spend
that much time on it.

Q: What would knowing that a champion to their causes was in
a serious race mean to an agency appointee? What would they do
with that information?

A: Well, I mean, I think that if you—some of these folks maybe
worked really—they would have worked with these Members, and
they got to know their staffs, and they probably found it interest-
ing. I don’t know.

Q: We discussed—oh, just one more question on the PowerPoint.
When you generally went through PowerPoints at agencies——

A: M-hm.
Q [continuing]: What was your practice? Did you talk on—people

do them different ways. Did you generally flip through the slides
and go down each slide and discuss each page, or did you talk off
script for a while?

A: Yeah. I just did things pretty quickly, and I talked off script,
and I—I focused on the information, but, I might spend 10 minutes
on one slide that is—obviously, I don’t think this was one I gave.
But, if I was at Treasury, I might spend a long time on economic
data slides, and if I was at HHS, I might just skip through it really
quickly and move onto something different. It would just depend
where I was and what was going on at that time and in terms of
what the President was focused on.

Q: We discussed the guidance that you received from White
House Counsel on political briefings.

A: M-hm.
Q: Did you ever consult with White House Counsel about how

you were doing travel for agency officials?
A: I don’t recall. I don’t recall talking to them about it. I may

have early on. Again, it was—it was such a part of my official ca-
pacity for the President that I, that I was so involved in helping
determine his schedule, both official and political, that it was sort
of—and people in the administration I think knew that about the
role that I played. And so they might be more inclined to kind of
just ask me my take on travel. And so I may have, but I just can’t
say for sure.

Q: Would the factors that you considered when you considered
determining where the President should best spend his time be the
same as when determining where Cabinet Secretaries should best
spend their time?

A: Yeah, I mean, generally, if I was—on the President, we would
look for places where he hadn’t been recently. You know, a lot of
the issues he speaks about are salient all over the country. So we
would try to spread, spread his visits out, have an opportunity to
be in many media markets and, certainly interact with as many
people as he is able to. So, it sort of, it would just depend, so many
different factors come into play when you are doing travel. I mean,
I might need to keep the President close because of specific events
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on his calendar that day. So I might need to keep a list of rec-
ommendations that were in the short radius of the greater Wash-
ington area. A Cabinet Secretary, it’s possible would potentially
call me to say I am heading out west, is there anything I can do
on the way? I mean, just various things would come up that would
require me to sort of suggest somebody go somewhere. It’s just
pretty hard to say. There was really no kind of clear-cut formula.

Q: Was the travel—Mindy McLaughlin had this practice of keep-
ing these memos. Was the travel done the same way before 2006?

A: I don’t know. I don’t know.
Q: Was it—did she keep those—did she keep those memos in

2005?
A: I don’t know when she started doing those memos. I think she

would have. I mean, as a general rule, I probably would have
worked with her to develop a process that was easy for people to
work from. But I don’t recall specifically when the memo process
started. There would have been some process in place for doing
this.

Q: Do you remember when it ended?
A: I don’t know that it did end.
Q: Was it going on when you left the White House?
A: I don’t know. Presumably it would have been. I don’t recall

seeing—I just don’t remember the last time I really sat down and
went through those with her. I can’t say for sure. I think that she
probably also did stuff informally, too. I mean, you get requests for
somebody to go somewhere, and they might—they might just call
them.

Q: What kind of manager is Karl Rove?
A: What kind of manager is he?
Q: M-hm. Is he very involved?
A: He is a good manager.
Q: I guess I will be more specific. Was he involved in your day-

to-day activities?
A: No. I mean, he didn’t micromanage my activities.
Q: Was he aware——
A: That’s sort of—you are—let me back up. Why don’t you ask

a—I am happy to answer your specific questions. He was obviously
involved with me. I worked for him. He didn’t micromanage me.
But you would have to ask the question, specific question, for me
to be able to provide you an answer.

Q: Was he aware that you were arranging travel in the way that
you were arranging travel?

A: I think he generally knew that we helped provide suggested
travel to people, but I don’t know that I ever had a conversation
with him that—where he would have known process or—I just
don’t recall.

Q: Would you have discussed with Karl Rove what people, or who
to suggest travel—I guess what suggested events to suggest?

A: Possibly from time to time. Not unlike me, who got calls from
Members of Congress. He also got calls from Members of Congress,
so he might suggest to me to follow up on a request that somebody
had made to him about an event that they would like to do in their
district. That certainly would happen regularly.
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Q: Would you have consulted with him about what would be ap-
propriate factors for you to consider when you were advising people
about travel or suggesting travel?

A: I don’t recall having a conversation about factors with him.
Q: What about the political briefings? Was Karl Rove aware that

you were giving these political briefings?
A: Generally, he knew that I visited agencies on—so I think that

he probably had a general awareness, but I don’t recall ever sort
of specifically telling him each time I went or——

Q: Would he have ever seen one of the slide show presentations?
A: He would have seen some variation of it at some point, I am

sure. I don’t recall specifically sitting down with him and going
over—I would think, as somebody who reports to him, I would have
made sure that he was generally comfortable with my understand-
ing of the political landscape of the country. I would probably do
that verbally, not necessarily going through slides, but as an em-
ployee of somebody, you don’t want to say something that is
counter to their views on issues. You want to make sure you are
consistent. So you think these issues are the most important
issues, or these are the issues that the election is determinant on,
or the issues being discussed in the country are because of X, Y or
Z, that you were generally reflecting each other’s views and people
weren’t getting conflicting messages about, you know, the factors
that, you know, people would be—anyway, I think you know what
I am getting at.

Q: I understand.
A: You can tell I am like, all right——
Mr. EGGLESTON. I know you are getting a little tired.
The WITNESS. I need some caffeine.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: Would he have reviewed—would he ever have reviewed a slide
show presentation?

A: I don’t know. I mean, possibly. I worked for him, so I would
show him things from time to time. But I don’t—again, I don’t re-
call having to sort of specifically show him ever—he didn’t really
micromanage my activities.

Q: I guess, would he have seen the slide show presentation be-
cause you would have given it at an event that he would have been
at?

A: I don’t believe that I ever spoke—I mean, I wouldn’t speak at
a—well, possibly, I would have spoken at an event he also spoke
at. But as a general rule, I probably would not have spoken. If he
was there, he would have done the speaking, and I would have
done the listening.

Q: Fair enough.
A: Yeah.
Q: You have discussed briefly the Hatch Act. What kind of train-

ing did you receive on the Hatch Act?
A: The Counsel’s Office let us know that under the Hatch Act,

that there were specific provisions that—appointees who worked
for the President needed to follow certain guidelines, and there
were things you could do in your official capacity and things you
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could only do in your political capacity. And they generally tried to
make sure that we had a pretty good understanding of those. And
they, in fact, did.

Q: Do you remember when a briefing on the Hatch Act was, or
how many times you received one?

A: Several briefings. I believe, as a new employee at the White
House, every new employee has a briefing on the Hatch Act as part
of their—each new employee at the White House is required to sit
through a Counsel’s Office briefing, and that would include a sec-
tion on the Hatch Act.

Q: Did the discussions that you had on the Hatch Act include not
only what you personally were allowed to do but what others that
you might be speaking to would be allowed to do, say agency offi-
cials?

A: You know, I don’t recall sort of every area that they touched
on. I just know that they generally—was, you couldn’t engage in
advocating for the election or defeat of a candidate on official time
or with official equipment. I know that I believe we—that you could
not solicit funds at any point. So I think that—I remember getting
several briefings on this. I think I made a point to make sure the
White House Counsel’s Office came to the office to go over it, just
given the fact that our folks were—if they were scheduling the
President for fundraising activities, which we would do out of the
Political Affairs Office. And then that there were invitations sent,
and there is all kind of Hatch Act rules about what—if you can use
titles. There are different procedures. So I just, it was every em-
ployee got one, and then I tried to make sure that the White House
Counsel’s Office came and did a more in-depth one for people in my
office who were handling invitations for the President and other
members of the President’s staff so that we were following the
proper procedures to engage in these types of activities.

Q: Did you instruct others on the Hatch Act and what they are
permitted to do? And I mean that both inside of the White House
and outside of the White House going to agencies?

A: I had a pretty good understanding of the Hatch Act, having
been briefed on it. But I was by no means an expert. I would have
instructed my staff to not do those—not engage in political—I
should say not engage in activities that would advocate the election
or defeat of a candidate on official time or official equipment, in-
structed them that they weren’t able to raise money. People may
have asked me questions from agencies. I don’t recall specific ques-
tions. I would have tried to answer them or encourage them to
speak to their counsel. They could have—it’s possible that they—
I think all agencies actually have a Hatch Act official, somebody
who is an expert on the Hatch Act, and would encourage them to
seek out that person if they had questions.

Q: Do you recall specifically going to the Department of Interior
to give them a briefing on what they could and could not do with
regards to the Hatch Act?

A: I don’t think anyone ever asked me to give a briefing on the
Hatch Act. I certainly, if they would have, I would have encouraged
them to find—there would have been somebody who would be more
of an expert on the Hatch Act than me. They would have had their
own counsel to do it. I may have talked about the Hatch Act and
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told them if it was raised that it was important to follow the Hatch
Act, if they had questions to seek out their counsel on the Hatch
Act. But I don’t——

Q: All right. I will show you what I am getting at. I am not try-
ing to one up you. We are just having trouble finding the docu-
ment. What exhibit number are we on? Exhibit 19? This is a docu-
ment that was turned over to us by the Department of Interior.

[Taylor Exhibit No. 19 was marked for identification.]
The WITNESS. M-hm.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: If you will see that the description of the event, the speaker
being you, they may have misspelled your first name, the descrip-
tion of the event is, Presentation on the legal and ethical limits of
Governor Kempthorne’s, should he be confirmed as secretary, polit-
ical activity, and also a general discussion of the political climate.
And if you turn to the third page, the purpose section of the meet-
ing is to brief you on the legal and ethical limits of your involve-
ment in political issues.

A: M-hm. I am looking at the document.
Q: Do you remember doing this?
A: No.
Q: Would this have been a discussion or presentation that you

would have given to somebody?
A: No. I mean, again, I don’t believe this is a document that was

provided by me or anyone in my office. I don’t recall ever seeing
this document. I also note that my name is misspelled as the
speaker.

So certainly somebody in my staff would probably know how to
spell my name.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: I think for you to understand, this document did not come out
of your stack; it came out of the Department of the Interior.

A: That is what I am assuming. Yeah.
I mean I, again, I do recall meeting with the Governor at some

point. I think he came by my office during his confirmation process
to just say hello. If he was expecting I was going to give him a legal
and ethical briefing, he would have left disappointed.

I recall him coming by, and I recall us chatting, and I recall real-
ly not much more than that. Had someone asked me to give a legal
and ethics briefing to a potential Cabinet member, I would have re-
ferred them to the counsel’s office and their agency.

So I think this is simply somebody who had been working with
him, maybe didn’t have all of the right information about what my
responsibility was as the Director of Political Affairs at the White
House.

Now, again, I certainly know a lot about the Hatch Act, but I
would have referred them to somebody else. It was just really not
an appropriate briefing that I would be giving.

Q: Are you saying that you don’t think that you met with Kemp-
thorne on April 19th, 2006?
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A: No. I am saying I recall him stopping by my office and us hav-
ing a brief conversation. I don’t recall the date of that meeting. But
I don’t recall ever—it seemed very formal. And I don’t recall it
being formal. I don’t recall there being a description of my meeting
or, if somebody else had an idea about what my meeting was going
to be, they didn’t share it with me that I recall. And I simply spent
a few minutes with them, probably gave him my take on the land-
scape, how I might be able to help him in his job, what I did, what
the Political Director does. And, how I could be helpful to him be-
cause he did his job for the President.

Ms. SACHSMAN. I believe I am out of time.
Ms. SAFAVIAN. No. You have got 8 minutes.
Ms. SACHSMAN. I have one more document. I will mark this as

Exhibit 20.
[Taylor Exhibit No. 20 was marked for identification.]

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: Exhibit 20 is about two pages of e-mails with an attached doc-
ument.

A: I’m sorry. Yeah.
Q: Sorry. I just wanted to give you a chance to review it.
The e-mail communication appears to be about a Treasury ap-

pointee meeting scheduled for June 28, 2006?
A: I see it.
Q: Do you remember that event?
A: I don’t.
Q: In the discussion, it appears from my reading, and correct me

if I’m wrong, that the Treasury White House liaison or someone to
that effect——

A: Uh-huh.
Q [continuing]: Sent an e-mail with an agenda, proposed agenda,

for you and Scott Jennings. And on it it lists the political affairs
slide show on the 2006 races for you and Scott Jennings, noting
that most Treasury appointees have not seen any version of this
presentation so you can be as expansive as necessary. Then it has
a section ‘‘how to get involved, 5 minutes’’ by Scott Jennings.

In the next e-mail, it appears that Shelby Lauckhardt e-mails to
the Treasury representative and says that Sara said she will just
do the slide show by herself and that Scott can do the ‘‘how to get
involved’’ department.

Do you know who Shelby Lauckhardt is?
A: I do.
Q: Who is that?
A: Shelby was an assistant of mine.
Q: An assistant the same kind as Henley?
A: Yeah. After Henley left, Shelby was my assistant.
Q: And the Sara that she is referring to is you?
A: Yes. I believe so.
Q: And do you understand what they were referring to by the

‘‘how to get involved’’ discussion?
A: I don’t recall ever seeing this document, this, quote, unquote,

agenda so I really can’t say what the person writing it meant by
how to get involved.
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Q: Did you ever participate in any briefings where you or some-
one else discussed how to get involved? Was there a standard ‘‘how
to get involved’’ discussion?

A: There wasn’t. I don’t recall that ever being a part of a frame-
work of a presentation I would give. Sometimes people would ask
me how do—how to get involved could be anything from I would
like to do advanced work for the President and how could I get in-
volved in doing advanced work for the President. You—I mean, you
get any number of questions like that. If you are referring to how
to get involved in a political context, I would simply refer them to
the RNC.

Q: But you don’t recall Scott Jennings ever giving a short talk
on how to get involved?

A: I don’t recall him doing that. I don’t actually recall this hap-
pening. I don’t recall many of these briefings. I don’t recall them
all other than I know that I did that much of them. But I don’t
recall being anywhere with Barry and Scott, I guess is what I am
saying. It doesn’t mean I wasn’t. I just—I think I would remember
that. But I don’t recall that. I don’t recall being with the two of
them. I can’t imagine that I would think that it was worth all three
of our’s time. So I would have——

Q: When——
A: I was saying it would not be good use of our time to be all

there at the same time is what I was saying. Not that it wasn’t a
good use of our time separately to meet with the appointees.

Q: If you——
A: I’m sorry. I realize nobody is going to read this.
Q: Nobody is going.
Mr. EGGLESTON. Nobody is going to read this far back.
Mr. LEVISS. Once they get to the pin e-mail comment they might

read——
Mr. EGGLESTON. Don’t say anything else about your life in here.
Mr. CASTOR. Are you going to put the depo on the Web site in

searchable form?
Mr. LEVISS. Is that a request now?
Mr. CASTOR. No. Just a question.
Ms. SACHSMAN. Let me just continue.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: If you and Scott Jennings did a presentation together or you
went to a presentation and you brought along with you Scott Jen-
nings or someone else from your office, what would the other per-
son be doing?

A: Well, generally in the beginning I had him come because he—
a, I wanted to introduce him to people so they knew who he was,
but, b, I wanted him to hear me, how I did a briefing, what I spoke
about, what I didn’t speak about, so that if he were doing a briefing
that he would follow, a, he would have a general understanding of
my views on the landscape of it, his conversations would be reflec-
tive of mine, but, b, he would know the proper procedures, c, that
he would understood the importance of saying thank you to these
folks.
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You know, I don’t recall doing many briefings with him sort of
after a 4- or 5-month period. I think pretty much if at that point
I felt if he knew the ins and outs of what was appropriate and if—
I wouldn’t really invite him to come with me or if I wouldn’t do it,
I would just tell him to handle it.

Q: Did you ever share with Scott Jennings the request by White
House Counsel that these briefings be done after 5:00?

A: I would have, I believe so. Yeah.
Q: Would he have known about that fact?
A: I expect that he would have known about it. But I, again, I

don’t recall specifically telling him that.
Q: Do you know why the January 26th GSA briefing was not

done after 5:00?
A: I don’t know. It’s like the brown bag lunch series. It was on

their lunch hour. Quote, unquote, their lunch. That may be why I
don’t know.

Q: Did he ever discuss with you doing it not after 5:00 or I guess
by that I mean before 5:00?

A: I don’t recall him doing so.
Q: Did you ever give a briefing after you received instructions

from White House Counsel to do it from after 5:00? Did you ever
give a briefing before 5:00?

A: I recall doing one at 3:30 once because—the only reason I re-
member this is because at one point I looked these up at the coun-
sel’s office.

I recall that the Energy Council—there was an energy one. And
I recall that the Energy Council believed that it was appropriate
to do it during business hours and decided that is when it should
be done. Again, I never had the impression that the counsel’s office
desire to do this after 5:00 was a firm rule. That was just out of
an abundance of caution not just because it was, you know, nec-
essary.

Q: Did they ever tell you that you should do it in a specific loca-
tion, specific areas of the White House or——

A: I don’t recall there being specific areas you could or could not
do what I would call an official political briefing.

Q: With the content of the political briefing, if you had done it
before 5:00, be different than a content that you would have done
after 5:00?

A: Not really. Not that I am aware of. Again, I didn’t—you know,
at no point do I recall sort of doing anything other than a land-
scape briefing.

Ms. SACHSMAN. I will switch briefly for——
Ms. SAFAVIAN. I know the time is up. But since it’s my under-

standing that the witness has told us she can only be here a maxi-
mum until 5:00 o’clock.

The WITNESS. I have got to leave at 5:00.
Ms. SAFAVIAN. So that will give us a full hour to finish our time

but do you have anything—are you done, or do you have just a few
more questions until you are completely done?

Ms. SACHSMAN. I think I may have just a few more questions
until I am completely done.

Ms. SAFAVIAN. So you are both done with the witness?
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Ms. SACHSMAN. Reserving the concept that if in your hour you
raise something extraordinarily interesting that I would like to fol-
low up on.

Ms. SAFAVIAN. I would like to give you an opportunity to take up
some of our time so the witness does not have to come back.

The WITNESS. One of my mentors is turning 50 so I have to be
at his event tonight. So I do need to stick as close to 5:00.

Mr. LEVISS. We started earlier because you had issues.
Mr. CASTOR. Can we break and maybe I can have some time to

ask questions and then afford you—you know, I would proceed with
questions after a break and then afford them——

Mr. EGGLESTON. Just mentally for us if you have a few questions
left, it is probably a little easier for her——

Ms. SAFAVIAN. I agree.
Ms. SACHSMAN. I was going to switch subjects anyway, so I think

it would make some sense for us to let Mr. Castor go.
Mr. CASTOR. Can we go off the record?
Ms. SACHSMAN. Off the record.
[Discussion off the record.]

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: When you were working on your White House computer, were
you able to access your RNC e-mail account?

A: From the White House computer?
Q: Yes.
A: I don’t believe so. I mean, maybe perhaps technically I could

have, but I never did. Meaning you could get if you were at a re-
mote site—if you were a remote user of an RNC account, you could
get it from a remote computer. So technically I think the answer
to your question is yes, but I never did that. I didn’t need to. I was
sitting with a computer right next to me.

Q: Were you aware of whether the White House computers al-
lowed you to check remote sites?

A: I recall at one point hearing something that you couldn’t check
like a Yahoo account or a Hotmail account or something like that.
So maybe I’m wrong. I don’t know. I never tried checking any other
account from my White House computer. So I don’t know for sure.

Q: Okay. We had some discussion about travel and what the fac-
tors that you considered when you considered travel were?

A: Um-hmm.
Q: Do you think it would be an appropriate factor to consider

when suggesting travel for agency heads to consider whether that
travel would assist politically, in an election, the people that they
were traveling to visit with?

A: I think it’s appropriate to consider various factors including
when I considered travel requests impact on the Secretaries kind
of crowd, reception he or she might receive, you know, salience of
the issue in the area in which he or he is traveling.

I don’t think it would be appropriate to recommend official trav-
el, recommend advocating the election or defeat in an official set-
ting. If it was a campaign event or if I was taking off my official
hat in my personal capacity making a political recommendation to
engage in a political campaign activity, it would be perfectly appro-
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priate to consider all of those same factors and consider that it
would be beneficial to Republican office holder or candidate for po-
litical reasons only.

Q: I just want to ask you, though, about the one factor. I under-
stand there were many factors that you would consider. But would
it be appropriate to consider the one factor of how it would affect
somebody’s election when scheduling official travel for an agency
head?

A: I think you are making an assumption that it would in fact
benefit them, and I don’t think that I made that assumption. I
think that I was thinking about a wide variety of factors when
making recommendations, including, does a Member have a staff
that can assist the staff with the Cabinet Secretary to make sure
that the event is a good use of the Secretary’s time. That there is
press there, that it is on a topic that is salient in a public debate.

From my own unique vantage point in the White House, it is an
area that the President can be given credit for the good work that
he is doing on behalf of the American people.

So, I think, again, if it was an official event, I was thinking about
official factors and if it was a political event, I might be thinking
more specifically about the various importances of different races
around the country and how as Republicans we would want to ben-
efit our Republican candidates if they were engaging in political ac-
tivity on their personal time.

Q: So when scheduling official events, you did not consider politi-
cal effects?

A: ‘‘Political’’ is such a nebulous word. It is what I consider press,
you know, making press determinations could be a political deter-
mination.

So I would look at markets. One thing I tried to do is get Sec-
retaries to spend more time in some of these bigger regional mar-
kets because they had a bigger impact in terms of the ability to get
coverage. So, if you went just to a smaller community, you would
find that just maybe the markets press—you would only get cov-
erage in that media market but if you were in, like, Chicago, which
I am a big believer is a good place to spend time because you get
so much coverage in Wisconsin and you get so much coverage in
Illinois and you get coverage in Iowa and coverage in Indiana, and
it is sort of a regional media hub.

So there is just lots of things that you would think about. They
had time to do one event, and Chicago was an option, you might
consider Chicago over something else. If you had time to do three
events, you might go to other markets. It would just sort of depend.

Q: I understand that there are a lot of factors that you would
consider.

A: Um-hmm.
Q: My question is really more specific than that.
It is would one of those factors be—and really I was only asking

would it be appropriate for one of those factors to be whether or
not it would affect the candidate for offices election?

A: Well, again, I don’t assume that official events benefit. I
mean, you make it to be a blanket assumption that an official
event would always benefit a candidate.
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I believe one of the documents that you presented to me or some-
body else presented to me showed Senator Kyl speaking at some-
thing for 3 minutes. In a long list of five or six other officials who
were speaking, I don’t assume that encouraging a Cabinet official
to go somewhere when Senator Kyl is speaking for 3 minutes
would at all ever have any impact on, on Senator Kyl’s ability to
be elected.

You failed to assume that we’re not looking for opportunities for
us in the administration to find opportunities that other people
have identified to get press coverage for our officials.

So, again, I think that you are making broad assumptions here
and, we look for opportunities to highlight the good works of—that
the Cabinet Secretaries, the administrators, and most importantly
from my own vantage point—from my previous vantage point as
the President’s Political Director, opportunities to highlight the
good works that he is doing on behalf of the administration and the
people.

Q: So if my assumptions are incorrect and it does not nec-
essarily—or it does not ever help an elected or a candidate for elec-
tion to appear with a Cabinet Secretary, would you say that the
answer to my previous question was in fact no, that you never did
consider whether or not it would help a candidate for election to
get elected when appearing with a Secretary?

A: Again, Susanne, I considered many factors. And I considered
where the Secretary might be going previous to an event, the
amount of time. I mean, I am sort of best able to answer this in
the context of the President as far as how I spent most of my time,
and there is just very many factors that you would go—you would
take into consideration, and sometimes you are simply thinking
through what makes the most sense.

One of the concerns that I always had as the Political Director,
if I were making recommendations, say, to a Cabinet official, for
example, that better be a good experience because if it wasn’t a
good experience, they certainly aren’t going to take my rec-
ommendations any more.

I mentioned earlier that I believe many of the officials who are
engaged in a race, they have—a lot of times have pretty good staff
and this staff is doing—they are doing a lot of events anyway so
they are used to being able and effective at drawing crowds and
being able to draw press coverage.

So I would look at, I had a general sort of belief of what events
were pretty effective.

It’s also fair to assume that those folks were the squeakiest.
They, a lot of times, were the most focused on doing events, official
or political, whatever they may be. They are very, you know—and
sometimes squeaky wheels get the most attention.

So, yeah, there are all kinds of stuff that we would look at when
we were trying to help our Cabinet officials, you know, make deter-
minations about how to spend their time.

As the minority staff pointed out, they in fact did a lot of official
events and did a lot of events with Republicans and Democrats at
the same time in their official capacities, and they did events that
we didn’t know about and we didn’t micro-manage their schedules.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 13:39 Sep 29, 2008 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00083 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 C:\DOCS\DEPO KATIE PsN: KATIE



82

Q: I am having trouble with this because I feel as if—I asked you
kind of a specific question and every time I ask you a specific ques-
tion, I am getting a long explanation of the many factors other
than the specific factor that I am asking you about.

A: Um-hmm.
Q: You are not compelled to be here. You don’t have to answer

the question if you choose not to answer the question.
But I am having trouble understanding whether you’re merely

choosing not to answer the question or if you don’t understand
what the question is.

What I want to know is whether——
A: Are you asking me if I sent people to districts to advocate—

in official capacity to advocate the election or defeat of a candidate?
Because I think that’s what you’re asking me.

Q: No. What I’m——
A: I think that’s what you’re asking me.
Q: What I am asking you is——
A: That is how I interpret what you’re asking me.
Q: Okay. Perhaps you should listen to the question more specifi-

cally then.
What I am asking you is when you are sending people out in

their official capacity and you are just suggesting these events——
A: Um-Hmm.
Q [continuing]: Did you ever take into account as one of the

many factors whether the effect that them appearing with certain
people would have on the election of those people?

A: Again, Susanne, I don’t assume that somebody traveling in
their official capacity is helpful in a, quote, political context. I don’t
assume that. And so I don’t make that assumption.

Q: So then is the answer no?
A: I don’t make an assumption that—I don’t make an assumption

that it’s helpful.
You’re asking me could it ever be helpful? You know, it could, it

could not.
Mr. EGGLESTON. It could be harmful.
The WITNESS. Absolutely. It could absolutely be.
Again, you look at a lot of factors as you do this. You try to make

sure that you are helping people, you know, spend their time effec-
tively, wisely.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: In those instances where it could be helpful, did you ever con-
sider those instances?

A: In those instances—I would have to go back and evaluate all
of the details of every single race to make a determination. I mean,
I don’t really—I don’t understand your question.

Q: Well, at the time when you are making the decision whether
or not to suggest travel for someone, did you ever consider the po-
litical ramifications, decide that the political ramifications in this
particular instance would be helpful for the candidate and then rec-
ommend that travel?

A: I don’t recall anything about it like that or that much. I mean,
I recall knowing that there are a lot of people who are asking us
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for help in communicating with the agencies. And so we were try-
ing to be helpful to them, and many of these people were sitting
Members of Congress and when a sitting Member of Congress calls
me, I try to do my best to get back to him or her quickly and be
helpful to their request.

And so you’re asking me, you know——
Mr. EGGLESTON. Okay. We are thinking that you are going to

keep asking this and she’s doing her best to answer it. You don’t
like the answer.

Mr. LEVISS. I think she was going to move on. You can keep
going.

Mr. EGGLESTON. No.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: You mentioned before when Mr. Castor was speaking that you
didn’t involve White House counsels in the 72-hour campaign. And
perhaps—I’m sorry—White House liaisons in the 72-hour cam-
paign, and perhaps I am mischaracterizing what you said.

A: Could you repeat what I said? I don’t recall that conversation.
Mr. CASTOR. I don’t have that recollection either.
Ms. SACHSMAN. I will just ask the question.

BY MS. SACHSMAN:

Q: Did you involve White House counsels in—White House liai-
sons in coordinating or helping with or assisting with the 72-hour
campaign?

A: I don’t recall involving them. Define what you mean by ‘‘in-
volving them.’’ Do you mean I did specifically ask them to do it?

I don’t recall specifically asking somebody to go out on behalf of
the 72-hour program.

Q: Do you recall being at a meeting with the RNC in the spring
of 2006 at a law office in which the 72-hour campaign, the law of-
fice was Duco & Associates, in which the 72-hour campaign was
discussed with White House liaisons?

A: I recall being at a meeting at Duco. I recall the RNC sponsor-
ing the meeting and inviting people to the meeting as best as I re-
call.

I recall speaking to them for a sum total of—there were a bunch
of people there. I don’t think it was just House liaisons. I think it
was a bunch of different people, some in the administration, some
from the agencies, some not in either.

I recall speaking briefly—I recall being on my cell phone during
most of the meeting.

Q: Would that have been a—let me rephrase.
Would you have asked White House liaisons to involve them-

selves in the 72-hour campaign, or would that have been an inap-
propriate thing to do? Is that part of their official job as White
House liaisons?

A: To the best of my knowledge, the RNC has run this 72-hour
program, as you described it, for several cycles now, and that they
have done a good job of finding people in the city and actually
around the country who want to volunteer and they recruit those
people.
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And they find people to help with their programs. And so cer-
tainly those programs, again, I don’t work at the RNC so I really
can’t speak in detail about what they do there; but I can tell you
that that would be as far as I can tell a voluntary program for any-
body. They would have to volunteer their time to do it. It is the
final 72 hours before the election which is mostly on the weekend.

Ms. SACHSMAN. I think I’m done.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: Are you aware of any prohibition on White House staff or
agency staff such as White House liaisons from taking vacation
time to participate in political campaigning?

A: No. I don’t believe—all Federal employees, appointees, politi-
cal appointees, have a right to engage in political activity in their
own personal time and their own personal capacity. They are not
allowed to use their official equipment to do so. They are not al-
lowed to raise money ever, I think, as I understand the rules to be.
But they are allowed to engage in political activity in their free
time.

Q: Are you aware of any prohibition from White House staff,
agency staff from attending campaign meetings at night on their
own time?

A: I am not aware of any prohibition that would prevent an agen-
cy staff person or a political appointee or a White House staffer
from participating in meetings on their own time, of their own—
of their own volition.

Q: Are you aware of any prohibition on White House staff asking
another member of the White House staff who do I contact to get
involved with a 72-hour program?

A: I am not aware of any prohibition of asking a question.
Q: Going back to earlier today when we were talking about the

various memos written by the McLaughlins, there was a——
A: You would be great at stand-up. Really good.
Q: We recently had some more questions about—or the majority

staff asked you some questions about the memo from Mindy
McLaughlin and it is unfortunately, perhaps, titled ‘‘suggested
event participation,’’ and you are listed in the ‘‘from’’ line.

A: Um-hmm.
Q: You provided some testimony that this is a Mindy McLaughlin

document; is that correct?
A: Yes. I would say she put the document together.
Q: So if this is a Word document, it is probably somewhere on

her computer?
A: Maybe. I don’t know. I assume it would have been on her com-

puter at some point.
Q: When you were asked a question and the terminology, you

know, she, referring to you, sending Cabinet officials out to sug-
gested events, at no time are you sending anybody anywhere; is
that correct?

A: We are making suggestions to people about places they could
travel to, or, really more likely places—places where they were—
wanted to be in attendance where we would sort of hear—people
would call us and make requests for X, Y, Z Cabinet official to ap-
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pear in their State or their—some event in their State or district,
and we were simply suggesting it as we thought it was a good idea.

But, also using as an opportunity to make them—to make them
aware that people—these individuals would like for them to attend.

Q: There has also been some discussion from you and also from
other folks we have talked to that if a Member of Congress at a
suggested event ends up on one of these memos, it could be because
of a number of factors: Perhaps the White House legislative affairs
staff, you know, it was brought to their attention that White House
legislative affairs staff person brought it to Mindy’s attention or
brought it to your attention. That is one way?

A: That is a way that happened.
Q: Another way it could happen is if the Member reached out di-

rectly to an agency to see if a Cabinet official would be willing to
participate in a public event with them?

A: That is also possible, and they may have possibly then called
Mindy directly or the agency could have called Mindy.

Q: So from hearing discussions about this memo and there are
other memos that have been produced to the committee that look
the same, just different agency, is it fair to say that these memos
have more than one purpose, and one of the purposes was outlining
suggested events but another purpose was keeping track of events
that a particular Cabinet official was planning on doing with dif-
ferent Members?

A: Yeah. I think that is a good—I think that is fair. I think, what
I would say is keeping track of, from what the White House knows
to be requests because these Cabinet officials get direct requests,
too, that we may not ever hear about. This way we are able to sort
of keep track of what we are made aware of or what we think is
a good idea so that we don’t lose track of it.

Because as you can imagine, as you noted, some of the paper-
work that has been produced today that sometimes the request was
made in February or let’s say February, for example, and then the
event didn’t happen until September or October, and you can imag-
ine how many times that a Member of Congress might call or the
Member of Congress’ staff might call checking up on when their
event was going to be scheduled. It may be numerous times. And
having a document to which—that you could at least have recollec-
tion that you had taken the request and you knew it and you knew
that you had shared it with the Cabinet official, you could simply
remind yourself that you in fact had gotten the request and you,
in fact, had shared it with the Cabinet agency. And that way on
the numerous follow-up phone calls to check if the event was going
to be scheduled, you wouldn’t lose track of the fact that you had
the event and were hoping to help the Member of Congress sched-
ule the event.

Q: Are there any Members, and you don’t have to name names,
that have called the White House, that you are aware, to voice dis-
pleasure that they haven’t been able to get an event scheduled with
the President or a Cabinet official?

A: Regularly.
Q: Let’s say a Member of Congress calls and he or she is com-

plaining.
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A: Usually about—more and more often than not with respect to
the President, the Vice President. That would happen to me regu-
larly. I think people may call frustrated from time to time if they
couldn’t get a Cabinet Secretary to pay attention to an event they
were trying to schedule. But it was much more prevalent among
the President or the First Lady or some other principal at the
White House.

Q: Are you aware of whether anyone in the White House ever
thought to themselves let’s get a hold of Mindy McLaughlin and
find out how many events that we have done with this particular
Member?

A: Maybe. That could have come up at some point—yeah.
Q: If someone on your end was tying to figure out how many

events has this administration done, Cabinet officials, Vice Presi-
dent, President, done with a particular Member, would the schedul-
ing office be a place they might go to look for that information?

A: Sure. You could probably put that together with a fair level
of accuracy. Although it probably wouldn’t be perfect because,
again, I don’t think we knew everything that the agencies always
did.

Q: There was some discussion about the political briefing that
appeared as the subject of the Washington Post article earlier this
week. It is on their Web site. You said that you didn’t show, you
know, every single slide to the folks that you met with?

A: I don’t recall—I mean, I recall them being sort of interested
in some top level, top line information but not a lot of the specifics.

Q: When you get your PowerPoint presentation out and you head
out to a group to give your presentation, is it common that some-
times you don’t get through every single slide in your presentation?

A: Yeah. I often skip around. It depends on how interested the
audience is. You can tell a lot of times if they are not that inter-
ested in what you are saying to end it pretty quickly.

Q: I’ll stipulate that White House Counsel’s office has produced
to us some PowerPoint presentations, a handful maybe, two or
three or four.

And taking those presentations—and they also provided a list to
us of some of the, what they believe is the response the committee
asked for when were these political presentations given.

And I specifically remember, I believe it was a May 14th letter
from White House Counsel, they identified around 20 political pres-
entations that they disclosed to the committee. And in advance of
that, they produced a couple of PowerPoint presentations.

And I don’t think it is clear whether, you know, every one of the
presentations got a PowerPoint slide presentation, but can you just
help us understand or confirm that in fact it is unlikely that all
of the presentations that you gave you went through all of your
PowerPoint slides?

A: It is probably unlikely. I probably would skip around a little
bit or speed through things or it would just depend. I mean, I
might be in a hurry. I might need to get somewhere. So I might
cut it short, or I may decide that the audience isn’t that interested
in the fact that I find economic data interesting, they may not find
it interesting. So I might keep on going through it.
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Q: To use an example, if you are in HHS, you might skip through
some of the economic data and if you are in Treasury, you might
do it?

A: Right, or do it quickly.
Q: Did you make it a practice to keep track of which slides you

showed to each agency?
A: I did not.
Q: So you didn’t mark it off on your—you didn’t take notes about

which slides you showed here and which slides you showed there?
A: I did not.
Q: When we were discussing the State Department briefing, you

said that you had responded to White House Counsel’s—they asked
you the question about political briefings and you did your best to
come up with a list of briefings that you had given?

A: Um-hmm.
Q: When did you leave the White House?
A: My last official day was May 30th of this year.
Q: Okay. So you were in the White House for 5 months of this

year?
A: Yeah. Roughly, yeah.
Q: How many—do you have a recollection of how many times the

folks from the White House Counsel’s office had to come and ask
you to do something in response to a Congressional inquiry?

A: A lot.
Q: Was it more than two?
A: Yes.
Q: Was it more than five?
A: It is probably more than 15.
Q: More than 15.
How long did it typically take for you to help out with that re-

quest? How much time were you spending in an average week?
A: I mean, towards the end, I was probably spending anywhere

between 5 and 10 hours of my workweek working on investigatory
matters.

Q: Responding to requests?
A: Um-hmm, and then I only can understand that that has only

increased since I have left given what I read in the newspaper.
Q: Is it fair to say that your work was disrupted because of these

requests?
A: That is fair to say that my work was in fact disrupted. You

know how long it took me to track down Neil? That was another,
it’s not only just complying with requests, it’s then finding your
own counsel and dealing with making sure you have the right per-
son and——

Q: Did the Washington Post call you for comment on the story
they ran earlier this week about political briefings?

A: You mean the——
Q: The diplomatic official?
A: They did not. They should have.
Q: Because when I read the article, I developed what I thought

was an understanding of what may have happened. And then when
I heard you talk about it, I sort of did a double take and wondered
it sounds like—I wondered if you decided not to speak with them
for any reason or whether they just didn’t call you?
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A: I don’t think they called me.
Did they call you, Neil?
Mr. EGGLESTON. They did not call me.
The WITNESS. I mean, like—as I said, you know, my impression

of that whole experience which warranted space in one of America’s
premier newspapers was Karl Rove had some of his friends over for
breakfast because they were in town, and they’re naturally politi-
cally interested people, they have been involved in politics for a
long time. And he was having breakfast with his friends that he
knew or he had gotten to know in a professional context over a
lengthy period of time, and because he had to leave he invited me
and asked me just to kind of give them a briefing on what had oc-
curred; and I showed them a few slides, went through some exit
policy data, told them what I thought happened, what we thought
happened. And that was pretty much the extent of it.

Q: I want to clarify for the record some items from Exhibit 17.
Do you still have the exhibits with you?
Mr. EGGLESTON. The court reporter took the exhibits back. The

only one we have left here is 20. I have a stack, but our stack isn’t
numbered.

Why don’t I give that to the court reporter?
Mr. CASTOR. Let me know when you are ready. Take your time.
The WITNESS. I’m sorry. I’m just laughing because I can tell who

this is by their quote. Having not seen this before. And I can see
this person’s face as well. I should actually read the whole article.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: I just want to call your attention to one specific passage.
A: Oh, okay.
Q: And I believe there is a red pen mark?
A: Yeah.
Q: One former White House political aide said he vaguely re-

called receiving guidance about sending e-mail on an RNC provided
BlackBerry and using a GWB43.com e-mail account, but he had a
clearer memory of getting a billion and one White House ethics
briefings. The e-mail instructions from you, Director of White
House Political Affairs, were meant to help gauge dual sets of com-
munication devices, comply with the Hatch Act and the Presi-
dential Records Act and to use the RNC equipment and accounts
only for political activity.

A: Um-hmm.
Q: And I just wanted to call your attention to this because it says

one former White House political aide said he vaguely recalled re-
ceiving guidance and then the journalist pretty definitely said that
the e-mail instructions came from you.

And so I just wanted to see if you could remember anything more
about that or whether you wanted to clear anything up there be-
cause it seems awful nebulous to me.

Mr. LEVISS. Is there a question there?
Mr. CASTOR. Yeah. I asked her if she wanted to clear it up.
The WITNESS. You know, I likely gave the staff instructions

about using their political equipment for political purposes and
their official equipment for official purposes, and I don’t recall
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much of anything, you know, other than that and that’s what I un-
derstood the instructions to be, and that’s—to the best of my ability
we tried to follow that, and there was a lot of different pieces of
equipment we had. And I think people did their best to try to fol-
low it, and they erred on the side of caution. And one would argue
scheduling the President for a fundraiser is official work because
it is what you do and one would argue that is political and just
erred on the side of caution.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: Okay. I just wanted to make sure we read that for the record
just because it seems that the political aide had a vague recollec-
tion of something and then you were asked some questions about
it. So I wanted to have that little bit, that clarified a little bit more.

Looking at Exhibit 19, did they take that from you, too?
Mr. EGGLESTON. Yes, they did. We were left with 20. And we

gave that away.
Mr. LEVISS. I don’t know who ‘‘they’’ is?
Mr. EGGLESTON. The court reporter. Before the court reporter

left, he took our exhibits.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: You are not a lawyer, right?
A: I am not an attorney.
Q: I will let you look at it.
A: I recall seeing this.
Q: As I understand, the Interior Department produced it to us.
A: Uh-huh.
Mr. EGGLESTON. I think the record is probably clear she said, ‘‘I

recall seeing this.’’ I think what she means is she recalls seeing it
earlier today.

The WITNESS. Yes. I recall seeing it earlier today.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: I hadn’t seen it until today, but I am sure it’s back in my of-
fice somewhere.

As I understand, the Interior Department has produced this to
us, so it is fair to say you didn’t prepare this memorandum for the
Secretary or the designee at the time?

A: I do not believe I prepared this memorandum. I do believe the
first time I saw it was today.

Q: Do you have any recollection of having a conversation with
someone on Governor—then Governor Kempthorne’s staff about
providing information for this memorandum?

A: I don’t.
Q: You said you weren’t a lawyer; is that correct?
A: I am not a lawyer.
Q: The purpose of the meeting, it says, is to brief you, meaning

the now Secretary Kempthorne, on legal and ethical limits of your,
meaning the now Secretary’s, involvement in political issues. In ad-
dition, the roles and responsibilities of the White House Office of
Political Affairs will be addressed.
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Have you ever briefed anybody on legal and ethical limitations
on political issues?

A: Well, certainly I would brief my staff on making sure they
were using their, making sure they were following the Hatch Act.
But, as a general rule, it would be the counsel office’s responsibility
in each of the agencies and at the White House to make sure that
staff understood the proper procedures. And certainly Secretary
Kempthorne would have that staff available to him. And so, we
would have had people who were far greater experts in sort of
Hatch Act understanding there to brief him.

Q: Your knowledge of how the process works, are you aware if
an incoming designee to be a Secretary of a Cabinet agency, are
you aware if they ordinarily get Hatch Act briefings?

A: I don’t know. I know the President’s appointees all get them
at the White House, and I suspect that at some point the counsel’s
offices in each of the agencies would do that. But I don’t know that
for sure.

Q: But it is not your job to give those briefings?
A: I never understood that to be my job.
Q: Do you have any idea who prepared this memo?
A: I have no idea.
[Discussion off the record.]
The Witness. I’m sorry. Trying to do my outside work as a pri-

vate citizen.
Mr. CASTOR. That’s okay. The committee has had you here all

day with us. You also signed up for the hearing on Monday, which
has been canceled now, but you did volunteer to——

The WITNESS. I’m telling you, you should do stand-up because
your facial expressions alone——

Mr. LEVISS. We all said that about him, too.
The WITNESS. I’m laughing only because his facial expressions

are so funny.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q: So we do appreciate your assistance and your willingness to
be as responsive as you have been.

And I just wanted to make one more clarification that was men-
tioned during the last round of the majority questions.

Frequently Congressional investigations and document requests
are handled on a bipartisan basis. The ranking member and the
chairman will send a letter asking for documents. And as far as I
can remember, any of the letters that have come to you, you know,
asking for the information that you have provided, I am unaware
that the ranking member had signed on to any of them. So to the
extent that you are trying to comply with our requests, just wanted
to note that for the record.

And I think that is all I have at this point.

BY MR. LEVISS:

Q: Sara, I have two or three questions. They will only take but
a minute.

You didn’t come here to be educated about the Congressional in-
vestigative process so I am not going to address any of that.
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Mr. Castor mentioned that the White House has told the commit-
tee about 20 or so briefings that you and/or Mr. Jennings, Scott
Jennings, delivered to Federal agency employees between 2006 and
2007. He referred to this letter in one of his requests.

How many of those 20 briefings do you remember delivering?
A: I don’t know for sure. I recall going to roughly 8 to 10, maybe

12 agencies, and I might have went to a couple of them twice. So
I’m giving a ballpark of around 12 to 15, but I don’t know for sure.

Q: Do you remember them all in detail?
A: I don’t remember them in detail.
Q: Do you remember any of them in detail?
A: No.
Q: Were you in a position to remember which slides you skipped

at which briefing?
A: I am not in a position to recall which slides I skipped where

because I don’t recall keeping track of them. I can just say gen-
erally that I may have skipped through some of them quickly or
skipped them altogether if I was running late or if I detected that
the audience was not particularly interested in what I had to say.
It would just depend.

Mr. LEVISS. I know it has been a long day. I thank you on behalf
of the committee. We appreciate you coming in.

[Whereupon, at 5:00 p.m., the deposition was concluded.]

Æ
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MEMORA}¡DT,lM

October 17,2006

TO: DOUG SIMON

FROM: SARA TAYIOR
MINDYMcLAUGHLIN

RE: DIRECTOR wALrERs succEsrED EVENT pARTIcIpATIoN
Q006:31 Evenrs)

DATE: E\¡ENT: STATUS:

Febntary 15 ofücial oNDcP Major City Initiative (Tampa FL) comptered

February 21 official PATRIOT Act and Meth Event w/ Sen Talent completed
(Columbia MO)

February 24 T4 Sgþ:l Drug Abuse Event W Cong. Sue Kelly Comptered
(White Plains, NÐ

March2l Drug Event w cong. Dave Reichert (seattre, wA) completed

April l l Rorurdtable w/ Community Leaders and Completed
Cong. John Doolittle (Nevada City, CA)

APr'12 
å:ä:nff;'Í"îi,äägri:Ëö*'

Apnl i2 Drug Event w/ Cong. Heather Wilson
(Albuquerque, NM)

IBIT

L(

Completed

Completed

May 8 Meth RoundAble w/ Cong. Richa¡d pombo Completed
(Stockfon, CA) (Dqpry Director Bums will atrend)

July 22 Drug Event w/ coag. scott Ganett (Augusta NJ) completed
(Deputy Directo¡ Br¡ms will attènd) t

July 22 Dnrg Event w/ co¡g. scott Garrett @aramus, N.r) completed
(Deputy Director Br¡rns will attend)

Angust I Meth Event w/ cong. patrick McHenry @enoir, NC) completed

August I Meth Event w/ Cong..Cha¡les Taylor(TBD; NC) Compteted



August 4

August 2l

August 2l

August 24

August28

. 
August 29

September l8

September 18

October 2

October 3

October l1

October 16

October 23

October2T

Drug Event W Cong. Mike Sodrel CIBD, IN)

MethEvent w/ Cong. Shelley Moore.Capito
(Charleston, WV)

Drug Task Force Event w/ Cong. GeoffDavis
(Ashland, KY)

Tou¡ and Drug Event w/ Cong. Ch¡is Chocola
(South Bend, IN)

Sþthetic Drug Conûol Shategy Event w/ Sen. Jon Kyl
(Tucso4 AZ)

Drug Event w/ Cong. Jim Gibbons (TBD, NV)

Drug Eyent w/ Cong. Debordh Pryce (Columbus, OÐ

Drug Event w/ Cong. Steve Chabot (Cincirrnati, OÐ

Drug Event w/ Senator JimTalent (Union, MO)

Conference Call W members of the Montana Press @C)

Dnig Event w/ Cong. Jon Porter (Henderson, NV)

Meth Town Hall W Sen. Conrad Bums (Great Falls, MT)

Drug Event w/ Cong. Mike Fitzpatick
(QuakerstowrL PA)

Drug Event w/ Cong. Ric.Keller (Orlando, FL)

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Scheduled

Schedulbd

ReereútedlRetracted/Cancelled Events :

TBD October

TBD 2OOó

ïBD October

TBD October

TBD October

Drug Event w/ Cong. Jeb Bradley (TBD, NIÐ
(may send Deputy Director)

Drug Eúent w/ Gov. Sonny Perdue (Atlant4 GA)

Drug Event w/ Cong. Jobn Hostettler (Terra Haute, IN)

Drug E-vent w/ Cong. Rick Renzi (Flaestaü AZ)

Drug Event w/ Sen. Rick Santorum CIBD, PA)

Rêtracted

Retracted

Retracted

Regretted

Cancelled



Slmon, Douglas A.

Fir¡m: Mftdy UA:ugtrlin [rnndaughlin@gniô43'comt

Seát ThuædaY, June 15,2006'10:32 A[l

To: S¡mon, Dougúas A

SubJecü RE: Press Clþ

Not that I've seen, but l'll dlec* on iL

Frcm; Slmon, Dougþs A [mallþ:Douglas-A'-Simon@ondcp'eop'govJ
SenC TÏrursdan JÚne 15,2006 10:23 AM

To: MindY lvld.aughlin
Subtæ RE: Press GiPs

Young MindY,

ls thére an offciat invitation from capito \rw yet brttre Diredor?

Thanks

nrnall.epa.go4 Siron, Dottglas A.;

Lori.Mdvlahon@doLgor; Christopher. :lbn@hud'gov; Burké'Jarnie (HHs);

l-ú,el'Eric; Tgirer¡ Jana; Smitf¡, Mal ìrlssom; Ann Hlngsbn; Jeziemki'

J"ñiï iÉia-¡ßoooi; drker, mätü v

$bie.t: RE: Press OiPs

me sinðe I last e'mailed Y ur

untilüre end of fteYear,'l
an OPA æquest, but anY

rular'

Thanks mucft.

amåll.ePa.Eot Sünon, Do¡gËs A.;

útor¡@hud.gorr; Burkg Jam¡e (HFF);

:s, lGm E; AntftonY.Huþn@wda.gott
ilfieuv K

$rürGcü Press CllPs

Wtl Lftrisonè-

triar coutd, pre?se haræ your press T*frfrår":XäffËrËt*'
õrítuÞ6 t¡àiæ oone (secrêtery'and e '-.u" -- -'. ;-

Fo[a qrer here get very excited vrnreri urey see the resrlts of all ü¡e hard work you and your agencies do on these

evexrts.

6n?n007
oltDcP-40





TO:

FROM:

RE:

DATE:
Jzuruar¡'10

February 8

FebruaIl' 15

February 2l

February 24

March 7

March I

March 21

April 1l

April 12

Doug Simon

Evan Mclaughlin

Director walters completed Evenrs with Elected officials for 200ó

EVENT: STATUS:
Press Confere¡ce with Miami Mayor Manny Diaz (l)' Completcd
Release of Miamí Drug Conbolstategy (Miami, FL)

Meeting rvith Colorado Govcmor, Bill Owens
and CO ÀG John Suthers releasing the 2006
National Drug Control Stratcgy (Denver, CO)

Complcted

ONDCP Major Cities Initiative meeting Completed

Oflicial PATRIOT Act and Meth Event W Sen Talent Complcrcd
(Columbia, MO)

High School Drug Abuse Event w/ Cong. Sue Kelly Completcd
(White Plains, NY)

Melh Recognition Event,with lorva Governor
Tom vin McCsrthy (D),
Se¡r. en. Clel Baucller (R),
Aod (R) (Des Moines,IA)

Meth Reógnition. Event wjth Oklaboma
Governor Brad Henry-:(D), Rep. Paul Roan.@);
Sen Dick \Vilkerson(D), andRep.lotur Nance 61
(Oklahoma,C¡ty, OK)

Drug Event w/ Cong. Dave Reichert and
AG Rob McKcnna (Sealtle. rüA)

Roundtable with Community Leaders and
Cong. John Doolittle (Nevada City, CA)
(Deputy l)irector Mary Ann Solberg)

Roundtable with Community Leaders and
Cong. John Doolittlc (Oroville, CA)
(Deputy Di¡ector Mary Ann Solberg)

Drug Ëvent M Cong. Heather Wilson
(Albuquerque, NM)

Complctcd

Complcted

Complcted

Completed

Completcd

(8

April 12 Completed



May I Ìufeeting u'ith Denver Mayor John Hickenlooper (D) Complctcd
RE: Screening and B¡ief Intervention (Denver, CO)

May 4 Meeting with San Diego Mayor Jeny Sanders (R) Completed
Introductory mceting (San Diego, CA)

lvfay I Meth Roundtable rv/ Cong. RichardPombo. Cong. Comptcted
Dennis Cardoza @)
(Stockton, CA) (Deputy Director Bums)

June 5 Meeting with Congressman Jerry Wellet Complctcd
(Joliet,IL)

.luly 19 Meeting vvjth PoÍland lr{ayor Tom Potter Complcted
(Portland. OR)

July 22 Drug Ël'ents r,l'ith Cong. Scott Garrett Completcd
(Augusta and Paramus, NJ) (Deputy Director Burns)

July 28 Meeting wittr plila¿elplúa M4yor John Sfreet Õonrplcted
Re: Fentany'l (Philadelphia" PA)

August I Meth Event w/ Cong. Patrick McHenr¡'(Lenoir, NC) Completed

August I Meth Evcnt w/ Cong. Cha¡les 1'a1'lor(TBD, NC) Completed

August 4 Dnrg Event w/ Cong. Mike Sodrel (TBD, I\D Complcted
Meth Þriefing rvith,prgsecutors, sheriffi. judges and
Pa¡ents forum

August 21 Faith-based Meth Event w/ Cong. Shelley Moore Completed
Capito (Charleston, WV)

August 21 Drug Task Force Evenl w/ Cong. Geoff Davis Completed
Prescrlptiolr drug abuse event rvith Judges Marc,t{osen
Lewis Nicbolls
(Ashland, KY)

August 24 Treatment FacilityTour and Drug Event uy' Cong. Completed
Cluis Chocola (South Bend,IN)

Arigust 28 Meth Recognition Er'èrit rv/ Sen. Jon Kyl and Office of Completcd
DABarbaraLaEall (D)
(Tucson, AZ)

6?



August 28

Completed

August 29

August 30

Complctcd

September 18

September 18

September l8

October 2

October 3

October l1

October 16

October 23

October 27

Nol'ember 20

RcsrettcdlRetracted/Can cellcd Events :

Octobe¡ 26

TBD October

Reno-Sparks Chamber of Commerce anti-marij uana

Event u'ith Ässembl¡rman Bemie Anderson (D)

Drug Event w/ Cong. Jim Gibbons (TBD, NV) Complcred

Marijuana Eradication Event u,ith CA AG Bill Lockyear (D)

and US Attomey McGregor Scofi

Meeäng with Cinciirnati Mayor Mark Mallory (D)
(Cincinnati, OH)

Drug Ëvenlw/ Cong. Deborah k¡rce (Columbus, O$ Completed

Drug Event w/ Cong. Steve Chabof (Cincinnari, OH) Completed

HIDTA Announcements with Senator Kit Bond" Complctcd
Senator Jim Talent, and Congressman Hulshof
(St. Louis, MO)

Conference Call w/ membe¡s of the Montana Press (DC)

Drug Event w/ Cong. Jon Po¡ter (Henderson" lr[V)
DÞ'C grant annoutcemcnt

event urns and
adç C id Castte

DFC announcement u/ Cong. Itdike Fitzpatrick Complcted
(Quakerstoun, PA) (Deputy Director Bums will attend)

.HlpTAAnno,u¡rçerirentswithCongressn'¡enCrenshaw Cornplctcd
and Mica and Jacts,onville SheriffJohn Rutherford
(JacksoRvillc, FLJ

HIDTA Announcements with Congressman Gingrey Completed
(Marietta, GA)

Drug Event w/ Cong. Ric Keller (Orlando, FL)

Drug Event W Cong. Jeb Bradley (TBD, NH)
(may send Deputy Director)

Complctcd

Complcted

Completed

Complcted

Cancelled

Retracted



TBD October

TBD Oeobe¡

TBD October

TBD 2006

Drug Event w/ Cong. John Hostettler (Terra Haute, IN)

Drug Event w/ Cong. Rick Renzi(Ftag$afq AZ)

Drug Event w/ Sen. Rick Santonmr (TBD, PA)

DrugËvcnt w/Gov. SonnyPerdue (Atlanta, GA)

Rctracted

Rcgretted

Cancelled

Retractcd
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Aptil 14,2006

The Honorable John P. 'lValters

Director
Office of tl¡e National Drug Contol Policy
lSO.tlù Shee!N.IV.
Washington, DC 20003

Fax:202-395-6640

Dea¡ Director tiValters,

I would like to extend an invitation to you to visit the 10Û District of North Carolina

during the August district work period to discusi potgntial ways the Iederal gÖvemment can

assist-state and local law enforcement agencies in combating the rising tide of methamphetamine

abuse and tafñcking.

On April 11, 2006, I held a Government Reform field hearing in my district, entitled
,,Appalachian lce: The Methamphetamine Epidemic in'Wcstern North Ca¡olina." This was a

produotive event and we look forward to continuing the dialogue with those that are on the front

iine of the methamphetamine crisis everyday in my disuict.

I ioot forward to finding a time that you can join me in North Carolina this August to

fr¡rther discuss the Federal, state, aad local parlnership in the fight against methamphetamine.
please contact my scheduJer, lllrat ZOZ-ZZS aor 

- 

with

dates that work best for you. Again, thank you and I lOok forwa¡d to your visit'

Sincerely,

Member of Corlgress

FÂINIEO ON RECYCLED PAPER çr



Invitation

.om: Parilo, Christopher
Sent: Wednesday, March 29,2006 2:41 PM

To: Raden, Erin E.

Subject: Vislt to Congressman John Doolittle's District

Erin,

It was nice to speak to you yésterday. I appreciate your willingness to help us here in California.

As we discussed, lhe Congressman woutd wetcome a visit lrom ONDCP oflicials to discuss methamphetgming problems

as well as other seryices piovided by your agency. My thought is to have ONDCP officials attend a round table meeting in

Nevada County, CA with ihe CongrCsðman, her local

stakeholder gróups. I would alsoinvite local nly has

not receivedãr applied lor lederal grant mon to

highlight what'prólrams are availabte and what steps Nevac licalion.

lf possibte, I would invite the ONDCP olficial(s) to stay ovgr night.in Califorñia and then accompany the Congressman to

Oioviile, Ch, also in the district, to attend a similar meeting lhe following day. The dilference between this communìty and
community has received le.deral
ighlight the successes of the
s and endeavors. I will get the

'now it is a long trip from Washington and the Congressman is appreciative of ONDCP stafl time. Please do not

,sitate to iontact me with any questions or concerns.

Thanks Again,
Chris Parilo
Senior Field BePresentative to
Congressman John T. Doolittler-

Where - California loothillcommunities in Fourth Congressional Dislrict

subject - Meth and other drug-relaled funding and enlorcement issues

Dates - Nevada County Meeting, April 11, 2006, 2'3:30 PM

Oroville Meeting, April12,2006, 1:30-3:00 PM

Who - Congressman Doolittle, local media and elected officials, and stakeholder groups

Eç



Simon, Douglas A.

From:'Mindy McLaughiin[mmctaughlin@9wb43.com]

. Sent: Thursday, February 23,200611:45 AM

To: Simon, Douglas A.

SubJect: 
'Gong. 

Chabot requesl

Doug -
cinnati, OH is requesting'a drug event in his district. They did not.give a date.range, but

ing.during one of their rècesses. His district encompasses the west side of Ginclwhich

ieve.

The coirtact for Ghabot is

Thanksl
Mindy

Mindy Mclaughlin
Sunogate Schedulbr
The White Htiuse
io2-456-

612712007

s6



Simon, Douglas A.

From: Mindy McLaughlin[mmclaughlin@gwM3.com]

Sent: .Wednesday,.March 01, 2006 1:37 PM

To: Simon, Douglas A.

Subject: Event w/ Heather Wilson

Doug -
We talked to Heather \Mlson's office (NM-01) and they would love to have an event in th_" 4Lbyqggglg3re"We talked to Heather\Mlson'soffice (NM-01) and they woulcl love to nAve an event ln me AlDuoueroue area.

rhey actuallv qç¡lqlsq!¡ftirg@lÈ y9 Âffiä-d"rt oîñ.i oigirigt tgr,n1.s o1e,!¡9.¡99 i1Ç!¡f
her GoS. This would bd a good one to include the Bernalillo County Sheniff, Daren

White on too.

Mindy Mclaughlin
Surrogate Scheduler
The White.House
202456tJ

612712007

t?



Simon, Douglas A,

.From: Mindy Mcl-aughlin [mmclaughlin@gwb43,com]

Sent: Tuesday, June 06,2006 6:36 PM

To: Simon, Douglas A.'

SubJdct: DARE Annual Conference

Hey Doug -
We just got an invite for POTUS.to speak at the DARE 2006 Training Gonference July 25-27 in Orlando, FL. Hê
has regrétted, but I saw on the cabinet report that you all are going. ls thatfor sure? lf you are going, can you
carry ttie banner for POTUS?

Thanks.

Mindy Mclaughlin
Surrogate Scheduler
The White House
2024s6-t-

6/2712007

EE



t-ongresË st út@tríteù Stateg
ftow;e of ltrprese¡ú atthtE
@asbíttgt:¡n Þ 6 2osts-3005

June 6,2006

The Honorable John p. Walærs
Director
OfficeofNational Drug Corrrol policy
750 nù Streef,Ntr¡
Washingtor¡ D.C. 20503

Dea¡ Di¡ecto¡ Walæn:

Tbe meetirg schedule is as follou,s:

SCOTT GARRâTT
õ;uDs:ræ. ¡{su..¡gü!y

FNAI¡CIAJ. SERV¡CES COr,tM¡-ÌTEÈ
FJr¡rEÁr f stt¡ilrtro.s gqr¡+rs,nra

ûrcÀgor¡St:t*¡ÌE
BUD6ÊTCOMMiITEÈ

EXHIBIT

\/-

13¡Ê lo.roa:3ßrx tb¡-r! OrçÊÊ ?bt¡Ec
wa¡¡¡{ûr(¡.. l'c æ3i ã

@¿*4s
F4E{¡Oã Zfó+01!

¿-¡0&â,-.C ¿ S^si
Srrî¡ æG

p¡rrì^rðs¿ IU0?65¡l
f20¡¡ 7¡2€E

Fp_.12âtt ?t24S!o

95 l¡(^¡¡r Srl*¿i
¡¡:wror,R OrGôo

le733ec¿@
FÂÈ lt3lg0O_t6r

l0:00 am.-l I:30 am.
Sr¡ssex Comty

TriCo Fede¡al Credit Union
96 US Highway 206 í¡2
August4 New Jersey

)2



I :00 p.nr. - 2:30 p.m.
Bergen County

Bergen Community CoU ege
À4oses Family l{eeting and Training Center

400 Paramus Road
Paramus, New Jersey

Please let my chief of stknow if you or your office *jll be able to
join rx for these importantmeetings. ìlcan.bc-¡eacbed at

I appreciatc yotrr prcmpt attentio'n.to this reguest and I took
fo¡'wa¡d to working with 1ou on this important matter.

Membcr of Congress

2È



Page I of3

Friday, July 2O,2007 3:37 pM

From:

Sent:

To:

senale.govl

subJect: ILIKELY-SPAM]FW: June I synthetic Drug stategy Rollou! Tucson, Arizona
lrnportance: High

Atlachments: BooK-final-pdf; synthetics sh"!"lv Release June 06.doc; lopointsynthplan.pdf;synthProgress2Page2.pdf: syntnräctsiõláq synthprogress2page l.pdf; Tucson eventbios (2).doc

:Jïi#iirîï":"r.i"m ondcp appears to be an earlv schedule for rhe same evenr. (t ræsuety recail rhar rhe

.From:

To:
Cc:
Subjecü R\t: June I Synthetic Drug Shategy Rollout, Tucson,fmportance: Hþh

fmportance: Hþh

C.olleagues:

nTk you fqr your heþ securing
cottfetáce to ótease oìl sntrtìE 

"tfiX"*'s 
press

Thursday, June 1,2006
10:30 AM - 12:00 pM

Desert Hope Treafinent Center
2502 Norrh Dodge
Tucsor¡ Arimna

-Origfæl 
Message---

Drug Sbategy Rollor(, iuçon, Æizona

77



page2of 3

11:10 - tl:13 Stephonia O'Neil, Compass Eealthcare
Welco me, ì n t ro duc líons

ll:13 - 11:20 Director lVatters
Oveníew oÍthe Synthetícs Strategt

l-lt20 - ll:23 US. Senaior.lon Kyt
Impact of Combøt Meth Act on Árimnatl:æ - tl:26 Governor Janet Napoütano Gn;¡teQ
Need to cooperate wÍth Mæíæ on 

^"íh 
¡"ru"ll:26 - ll:29 Ambassadór de fcaza (inv¡ted)

Joint inlerest fghting meth/precurcor traffckíngll:29 - llz32 Ambassador AnneÞa.tterson
St ro ng pa rtne rc hip wít h Meæíco

ll:32 - ll:35 AssL A.G. for Legal policy Rachel Brand

i"Å:":,
, ll:35 _ ll:3g D br Karen Tandy

D^EUlltexíeanoperøtíons(ryg"¡fnkítÍatÍves)
1138 - rr:4r DES Drr. of countelnaicotÍ"r'titt#;ñü""

Næus belween border 
-enþ 

tcement and counlcrdrag ac,tívílÍes11:41- lt:44 SAMHSA Administrator Chãrles Cur¡e 
-

p-reventían, tfeatflent e!þrtsfor mêtlt (spF, ATR, etc.)llz44 -12:00 Meilia e & A .

Deliverables

: includcd in press kits distributed æ the eve,nt.
n r¡ntil.the Jung I press conference.

o FactSheet
. Progress Report / Future Initiatives
' Bios (please note thãt we will add photos and make text changes at your request)Resucst for Action:

*".* :

bio revisions, fact sheets, or other materials you

' By \ilednesda¡ M'a1?"4ù,please provide the nam{s), desk and cel.l phone numbers, and email.addresses of any stafftraveling with Vo* prio"þui
o Beginning ThursdaY, May 25h, please disfribute a media advisory to yourrelevant mediacontacts (feel free to use the ONDCP advisory, attached ora"lr"toi 

"".ia"r" 
your agenry)

#ffi.,fiJ,ffitfjåi 
contact me with anv questions about the event. we look forwad to working

Best



EXECUTwE oFFICE OFTITE PRESpENT
OF,TICE OF NATIONAT DRUG CONT:ROL P OLICY

VÍashington' D.C. 20503

JP\ry 10898

March 1312006

READ AIIEAD

MEMORANDUM F'OR THE DIRECTOR

TIIROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

CHIEF OF STAET
DEPUTY DTRECTO& STATE AI\D LOCAL ATFATRS

JOSEPH KEEFE (Dan LiPka 5-6747)

Information for the Bay Areá Law Enforcetnent briefing/meeting, March22,
2006.

. .,. ì r,'

Executive Secretariat" : .":" 1 OLC

Purnose:
ffir a briefrng from key law enforcemen! leaders in the San Francisco Bay area on law

enforcement issues,

Meeting:
y"" *itl -eet u,ith selected members of the Bay Area Law Enforcement Community to.discuss

ongoing efforts/issues. The format of the meeting is such that you will receive a briefing on

illegal drug issues in the Bay Area, followed by a period of di

attendees is at Tab A. The Agenda is at Tab B.

Seouence ofEvents:
'TVednesday, March 22' 2006

3:00pm-4:00pm Meeting with Bay Area taw Enforcement
Federal, State and Local (OSLA Lipka)
Dru g Enforcement Admini stration

450 Goldengate Avenue,
' l4th floor San Francisco, CA 94102.
(POC is Ron Brooks (415) 436'8199)
Dan Lipka (202)373-2849 cell

Attachments
TAB A: Meeting Attendees

TAB B: Agenda
TAB C: HIDTA Background and Threat Abstract

TAB D: DEA Cannabis Eradication Suppression Piogram-Northern Califomia Counties

4ÆD E. --iã 
t F,"1Poi nis

Concurrence: 3.e kF poc;l4Å

OPA:- TriP Coordinator:

{L



Attendees

Chief HeatherFong - San Francisco Police Department

Chief Jobn Gaines -California Deparfine,nt of Justice Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement

Chief Craig Steckler - Fremont Police Deparünent @xecutive Board Member IACP)

Mr.¡James Fox Esq.. - Disüict Attorne¡ San Mateo County @xecutive Boa¡d Member NDAA)

Under SheriffGreg Mqnks - San Mateo County Sheriffs Office (NC HIDTA fiduciary)

The Honorable Kevin Ryan - United States Attorney for theNorthern Distict of California

Mr.. Javier Pena - Special Agerit in Charge, Drug Enforcement Adminishation, San Francisco'

Mr. RonaldBrooks- Director, Northern California HIDTA

Ms. Sally Fairchild - Deputy Director, Northern california HIDTA

Ms. Julie Mendosa.Northern California HIDTA ISC manager
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KimberlY Rawson

office of Ehe Chief of SÈaff

DePartment of tbe Treasury

202.622.

-----oríginal Meeeage
Èrom, Nicklee, Kim
å:;'J: ilã;;;ãåv, ie¡ruary 16, 2oos 3:40 PM

To: rTaYlor, sara M'l
Cc: Maclntyre, r¡ãreaitfr ¡r'; Rawaon' Kirnberly

!"i:äIil'-RË; 
-ú.i;ã,nã-¡""r and consraturaÈíong !

Sorrnde great.

Èhanks! I

la-f'f .-f"Y1or@who ' eoP 'govl
)5 10:53 All

rgraÈulaEione !

thanke, Kiß. I would like to co¡he over and wlll do Eo' GLve me a

seÈ our mapa and ;;õ";; tigrurel'ãut hcnley can find a Èlme for me

Sara,

Congratulationg
affaítg I Please

Sara

;;;;, "üfl:ii:-T::åã:: ;;";;' e""^ IT3i I l?;f i;nrckleaodo' 
treàs' sovr

sent: !{edneeday,-iã¡nt"w rã' 2oo5 10:24 Àl¡!

To:. TaYlor, Sara U'
sitiiå.'tl-wår"o*" back and congratulations I

on vour new job' I know-leË 
¡nê know Ì¡ow r can be

everyone is excited Èo have you back in poliÈical
-frefpfuf Èo you from tbe Treaeury ÞepartmenÈ'

rf vc'urre interegted, I would-love
ååríIi"ãi".. -. r Èhink it would be

ã-ffi¿ ,"" ""tt be'as heIPfuI Eo,You

ii"ii"-çåñ.ittits vou'd want Èo do'

for you to come over here and addreee t'he

;;ipñi to you tã éet Èo'know the team or¡er here better
as possible. It'a uP Èo you'' so juat let me know if

Again, welcome back! I look fonrard tso workíng with tou'

Klm

* * * * * * * * * * * t * *t* i* * tt * * ** * * !r* t * * t* f t t t * tt t * t** t* 
:

Kim E. Nickles 
6

few weeks or a month to
Èo come over.

HOGRo02-0189

¿

HOGR002-018



WhiEe House Liaison
Department of Ehe Trea8ury
202 .622 .

HOGRo02-0190

HOGR002-019(



Page 2 of2

F¡om : Scott Jennings lmailto : SJennings@gwb43.com]
Sent: Wednesday, Oetober 11, 2006 2:49 PM

To: Smith, Matt
Cc: Jwebster@rnchq.org; Mindy Mclaughlin; lessica Swinehart

, Subiec$ RE:

Yes - either Sara or I would be happy to do ¡t. Let me check with her and we wlll get right back to you. To be
clear, we wlll lay out the ground rules for appolntees as we have been directed by'Counsel. The rules are pretty' 
simple, and we will gladly make surè everyone has the lnformatlon.

From: Smith, Matt [mallto:MattSmlth@va.govJ
Sent¡ Wednesday, October 11, 2006 12:28 PM

To: Scott Jennings
SubJect:

' Scott,

' Would you be willing lo come over next week fluesdayl and do a very quick potltlcal brief as well as some
. remarks on'what the WH expects from'appointees"?

j DEPOS|ÏoN
ÐfitBtÎ

Taq lo-,r

)T



Frcm:.
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subloct;

Happy Eo as wcII.
È,rGaaury or herc

Taylor, Sere til.
Monday, June 12,2006 7:49 PM
Jackson, Barry S.:Janan Gdssom

RE: Bdefing br Treasury appointees

l{c need to do et spm per wh coungcl . But, ycs,
íf you waDt. (5 or 6 works)

J DEPOSITION
EXHIBIT

I L.(

Ap l¡r¡

Boyer, Mathew W.; Lauckhardt

urc can do lt, at

---- -orfglnal üesgage-- - - -
Fron: ilackcon' BarrT 3.
Sent: Mondäy, .Ir¡nc 12, 2006 ?:32 Pl{
To:'rJanan Grisgo¡tl'; Taylor, Sara ll .
gs: Boyer, llatthcw ll.
SubJect: R.E¡ Brleflug for Treagury appoinÈcee

Ok by me

- - - - -Orlgl-¡el l¡leggege- - - - -
Frc,n: ila¡ra¡ GrÍggonr [nal]to:
senÈ: lrfonday, rfu¡c 12 ' 2006 6:09 PM

To: Taylor, Sata.!1.¡ .lackeon' Barry S.

GuyE -
Thanks for Èoday'- good info lo have.

I reaLÍzed I had beeii negllgent'l.n setÈing up enoÈhèr brieflng for all. our pollÈicala
(aftcr the otber oDe'waa cancèllcd) ar¡d wa¡t, t'o do that asaP.
¡iould love for both of you to addreeg.tbtF grouÞ lf poaaiblè.

tite arc so cloee to the t{II - do you think íE mlghl be poealble to scbedule
in É¡e auditorlum on Èhe upper fJ-oor) arou¡d 5:00? Think yre would have a
we really need to ral1Y our grouP.

We are ok legally, but tìtanÈ'to be gure about perceptlon, etc.

Thoughtse

ifaDan Grleeom
WhiÈe l¡ousc Lialgon
U.S. DePertment of the TreasurY
15OO Per¡¡sYlvania Avenue Ì-{W

Washíngt,on, DC 2O22O
202-622-

it therc (maybe
good Èurnout aad

67
HOGR002-0082



To : .Doug Domenech/wHL/Os/DOI@DòI
SubjecE: RE: potiticals List (Virus checked)

r don't know what to Èell you, oEher than our eounsel has Èord sara that, she shourd not doårï¿:t:ilil::iïr:å::;; á;;i'e normar busínese hours. -r-i".rry 
am sorry ror Ehie rasr_

- -- - -Original Message-- - -_
From: Doug-Domenech@ios . doi .'gov 

_ 
[mai l-E-o : Doug-Domenech@Íoe . doi . gov]Sent: Saturday, April 23, iOõS ø:35 pM

To: MacfnEyre, MeredÍEh H.
SubJect: Re: poliEicals List (Virus checked)

Huh? Schlapp came.
Doug Domenech
WhÍÈe Houae Liaison
Office of Ehe Secretary
us Depart,ment of the rnLerior
1849 C Street, Ntf
l{ashfngtnn. DC 20240
202-208- :.'
Doug_Domenesh@iog . d9i . gov

Sent from niy BlackBerry Wl_releee Handheld

origÍnal Meaaage
From: "Maclntyre, MeredÍEh H.r! [MerediÈh H. Macfntyre@who.eop.gov]

. Sent.: .04/22/2oo5 oz ¿3s pM
To : Doug Domeriech./wEL/os /Dof@DoI
Subj ects : RÈ: politÍcate List (Virrrs checlred)

Doug,

r lefE you a woicemail earrier |gd"y: -buÈ r just.wánÈed Èo for.row up with an emair, aswelr ' wir coi¡nsel ie uncomtri¡ria¡te *it¡tÀ"i"'giri"g -ã-É:"iiciãii' 
ori"tir,g during normar 

.

i::i:':;.::ï:;r.pteaee sÍve me a carr on Monãay rãse.--=i-;;ã we wili-rinã-a-ti¡¡e rhar

Thanks and eorry for t.he last minute change of plans.Henley

- ----Original Meeeage- -- --
From: Doug_Domenech@ioe . doi .9ov lmail-t-o : Doug_Domenech@ioe . doí . gov,Sent: .Thuredäy, Apri). 21, zOos c:24 pl4
.1o: MacfnÈyre, Meredit.h H.
Cc : Elizabèth_Blount@ios . doi . gov
subjecc: poliEicale Lisr,, i\¡irú; checked)

Meredith,

llere is.Ehe promieed Iis.t of political appointees aETaylor joining us at our' meeting on llonaãy..

Às r said before, tire meet at, 1r and adjourn àÈ 11:30wourd suggest, she arrive at 10:55. weiLl scait at. 11opening comments- sara coul.d speak for 15-zo ÃÍnutesgeÈ her ouE. the door by 11:40 or so.

DOI. We are excited about Sara

". 1l:45 depending orr Èhe program.. I. Th". secrèrary usually hås ã-i.,and Èhen some e&A. r am "ri.-rie-..n
obwiousry r wilr meet her at Ehe door and escort her back ouÈ. Let me know if shc, 

n., back ouÈ. Ler me know if she needs I 3

l¡çpostttott
'i EXHIBII

HOGR002-0240



From : James.G luecfr@usda.gov [mailto : Jàmes.G lueck@usda. govl
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2005 4:49 PM
To: Henley Maclntyre; Jason Huntsberry
Cc: Drew.Deberry@usda.gov
Subject RE: Political Briefing at USDA

Henley and Jason...

Will Sara need accessto any specific equipment on Thursday afteinoon (i.e. PowerPoint)? Just
wanted to doublecheck since we would have to request it in advance. Do you know whai t¡me
¡ra! might be coming over so that we can have someone avaitable to get.y-ou cleared into the
building?

The meeting will be in Room 107-A of the Whitten Buildlng (f 400 lndependence Avenue, SVl4.
USDA's main entrance is located on Jéfferson,Drive (facing the Malland the Smithsonian métro¡.

We look forward to seeing faflon Thursdày afternoon. Ptease let mè know if there are any
questionsfc'oncerns.

Thanks.

James

---Original Messags---r
From: Glueck; Jâmes
Sen!: Thursday, June 02,2005 5j37 PM
To:'HMaclntyre@gwM3,comTointer2'
Gc:'JHuntsberry@gwb43.com'
Suþject: RE: Politic,al Briefing

j DEPOSITIoN
EXHIBIl
tó

l'lenley...

ljust wanted to touch base to eonfi¡,m Sara Taylo/s visit to USDA on
-Thursday, June 9 for a 5pm meeting with our political appointees. Are
there any specific needs (i.e. PowerPoint capability)? Please tet us
know so that we can have the necessary equipment set up. Many thanks
for your help.

James
720-

l'l
)l

2

HOGR002-0076



Hot on the E-l\4ail Tiail
jl

5

ê

t

E Congressional Democrats tr¡ant to know more about liow \\4rite

House ãffi.iulr used Republican Party communications channels.

,! ì 
tY Alexis Simendinger

;l
\, j n his second daY as \A4rite
\. , - 

I House counsel inJanuar'¡', Fred

Fielding said little n'hetr representa[i¡'es of
the Naiional Archir¡es and Records Ad-

ministratio:.: suggested during a courteÐ'

meeting that he might want to reissue

guidance to Prrsident Bush's aides about

horv theltshould preserve e-mail messages

as presidential r-ecol-ds.

buch l-eviews ar-e supposed to come fre-

quentll', to keep pace with staff turnover

it th. E"..rrtive Office of the President;

especially during an adminisratioll's sec-

ond term, comings and goings PromPt re-

freshers on everything from ethics re-

ouirements to securiq'practices' In terms

of fresl', faces and added muscle, the

counsel's office js itself a good example:

Fielding is a newcomer', and Busl-r now has

17 inlrouse attorneys, uP from 14'
third \A4rite House

I e footstePs ofTëxas

I and Alberto Gonzz-

I Bush's first e-mail

policies as a records advisory in 200I, tak-

lng .n., from guidelines used during the

gøæ.æ.át
tæ

EÑwß.Ñ4

Clinton administration and set out in a 17-

page pamphiet that the A¡chives com-

þitãa i" 2000 for use by fl16 incoming ad-

ministration.
Deputy White House Press secl'etary

Scott Stanzel explained recentl;', "Emplol'
ees ale informed of tJre policy n'l.ren thel'

start $,ork at the \{4rite House." A¡id horn'

is the poliq' described? "fu )'ot' probably

knor,'1 u'e don't share internal \A¡hite

House memos."
But sharing lllemos is exactly 'rvhat

House Ovel'sigbr and Gover-1.¡ulent Re-

forn Committee Chairman Henry M/ax-

man, D{alif., has asked the lv\hite House

to do. In a \4arch 29 letter, \{¡axma¡ told
tJre plesident's counsel that the commit-

tee wants to see "all policies, guidance,
and othet' communications provided to
\{4:rite House officials regalding the obii-
gation to Pr-eserve e-mail records."

OnApril 4, \Vaxanan asked the Republi-

can National Committee to turn o\¡er e-

mails sent to or receiræd by White House

Depuq' Chief of Staff Karl Rove or other
\A4rite House ofÊcials relating to the use

of federal agencies or resources to help
GOP candidates. House Judiciarl' Qqm-

mittee Chaìrrnan John Con¡"
ers, D-Mich., has requested
that the \{4tite House and
the RNC produce materials,
including e-mails, reìevant to
Congress's examination of
the dismissal of eight U.S. at-

torneys. N ati'onal Journal Pte-
viously reported that Rol'e
and other officials frequetrt-
ly use RNC e-mail accounts
instead of the Mrhite House
system. (See 'Wh.ose E-Mail Is
It?" tv, 3/24/07, þ. 48.)

Asked on April 3 u'hen he
expected Fielding to re-
spond to Congress, Joshua
Bolten, Bush's chief of st¿ff'

told lfthat he did not knort'.
\A/axman, Conl's¡5, 

^tt¿

Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman
Patrick l,eah¡,, D-\/t., \4rant to learn more
about \{hite House and RNC e-mail

records in connection wit} a host of ongo-
ing and potential investigations. RNC
spokeswoman Tracel' Scbmitt said on
Lpnt 4,'ï¡\/e ale in contact n'ith the com-

mittee and are in the Process of respond-

ing." A meeting betu'een RNC representa-

tjves and congressio:ral investigator:s is ex-

pected next r,r'eei<.

¡ 
-.i ' 

, he RNC's polig', Stamzel saìd, is to
j delete e-majls e\¡er)' 30 days, except

-; for the e-rnails of \Mhite House
aides "u'ho use the political e-mail ac-

counts tl-re RNC has provided them."
David AJmacy, \A4rite House lntemet and
e<ommunications director, told Contþuta'

uu'll.in March thar the Rl\C's archi't'e ex-

ception for \4hite House e-mails began in
2004. Almacy said Ùrat \{t¡ite House com-

puters bìock access to personal or other e-

mail accounts to prol'ide security and to
preserve records deemed by law to be

presidential. That policy does not addres¡

the use of Blacl<Berr1's or other portable
electronic deYices, rt'hether the;' ar" n..-
sonally owned or provided to \4lhite
House officials by 1¡. RNIC or others'

One fonner \A4rite House political aide

said he vaguely recalled receiving guid'
ance about sending e-mail on an RNGpro
vided BlackBerrÏ 4r¿ using a gttb43'con

e-mail account, but he had clea¡er memo
r-ies of getting "a billion and one" \4lhite

House ethics briefings. The e-mail inst¡uc
tions, from Sara Ta1ùo¡ director of \4hitt
House political affairs, were mea¡t to hell
aides juggle dual sets of comrnunicationt
devices to compll'with the Hatch Act anc

the Presidential Records Act, and to ust

the RNC equipment and accounts "onìr

for politicaÌ activjty." The aide said tha
much of the r,t'olk in his office was by defi
nition more political tha¡r official, includ
ing coordination r¡'ith Mhite House ad

\¡ance teams about presidential travel; us<

of\Atrite House equipmentfor events; an(

communication witll Republican cam

paign committees and ca¡didates. I

38 NATI oNAL J OU RN AL 4/7/07

asimtt'td,ingø@n'at'ionalj ou:nt aI. com
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Generic Ballot Suggested Tsunami
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GOP Losses From Scandal, Complaæncy

1O losing GOP candidates tainted by scandal; 10 ¡n Kerry
districts; 6 were complacent

Scandal Seats

GOP Candidates in Kerry
Districts

Complacent Incumbents

f;f,ilfrfrfrfrtfrt

tilililftfrfrfrfr

ilfrilfrfril

22SEATS*

t Teylor, Pombo, Weldol¡ and l¡adr arc ln 2 c¡tcoorles eadr



Net Loss in Seats for Incumbent Party

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

John F. Kennedy

Harry Truman

George H. W. Bush

Lyndon Johnson

Jimrny Carter

Ronald Reagan

-4

-7

-8

-L2

-15

-15

8.

9.

10.

11.

L2,

13,

t4.
15.

Bill Clinton

Gerald Ford

Herbert Hoover

William H. Taft

Dwight Eisenhower

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Warren G. Harding

Woodrow Wilson

-47

-48

-52

-57

-68

-7L

-77

-99

t Dæs not include'Driginal Cættails'



"Corruption" Voters' Top Issue
(o/o *Extremely Important " Exit Polling)

EconomyCorruption Terrorism Immigration Saddam
Verdict



Dems Won Corruption, Econ., Iraq Voters
(o/o GOP - olo Dem, Exit Polls)

Values

Tenorism

Immigration

Saddam Ve¡dkt

Eonomy

Corrupt'lon

-20

-20

-2l,

+18



Republican Base About the Same

2(¡(¡(l 2(¡(¡2 2()(l4 2('(t6

Conseruative Voters

2000 2(,()2 2o,o,4 2fifi6

tuutæ: Ettlt Polllng

Republican olo ol the Electorate:

2000 2o¡o.2 2oio,4 20f¡6

Conseruative olo of thê Electorate¡



Democrat Base D¡d Not Grow
Democrat Voters

2(l()(t 20(t2 2()(,4 2()('6

Liberal Voters
a5

2000 2o/o.2 2o,o,4 2006

&utæ: trrltPolling

Democrat olo of the Electorate:

39 38 37 38

2000 2o,o.2 2f)fl4 20(¡6

Liberal olo of the Electorate:



Not Yet an ldt
Party Registration Deficit

-l0.0Vo

-tl.Oolo

-12.0Vo

-13.0o/o

-14.0o/o

More about reiecting Republican conduct than
about supporting Democrat ideology



50 t 4B.B 48.9

t962 1966 t970 1974 L978 1982 1986 1990

Midterm Election Turnout, L962-2006
(As o/o of VAP, Center for the Study of the American Electorate)

39.3 39.040

30
2002



Lost Ground W¡th Swing Voters

Moderates

-23
2000 2002 2004 2006

Independents

23

2000 2002 2004 2006

Suburban

5

2000 2002 2004 20062000 2002 2004 2006

Union Households

2000 2002 20f14 2006

fiutæ: ExltPolllng



Bigger Losses Among Men

Women

-9

2000

-13

2002 20/0,4 2006

Men

11 11

2000 2002 2w4 2006

Source: Hlt Polling



Long Term Problems:
Among Latinos and Youth Vote

Latino Vote (R - D)

2000
(7)

2002 2004
(7) (8)

18-29 Vote (R - D)

Sutæ: ExitPolllng



Races Extremely close Because of
GOP Ground Game

o 22 races decided by two points or ress-
Republicans won 13 and lost 9, including two Gop
challengers in GA.

o In 20OZ and 2OO4, just seven races were decided
by two points or fewer.

o 18 races decided by fewer than 51000 votes; R's
won L2; all 18 combined were decided by 4g14s
votes

o 6 races decided by fewer than 11000 votes;
combined margin g694 votes.

o 35 races in which the winner received sLo/o or
less of the popular vote



More "Split* Distric$ Represented By Þemoerats

62 Democrats represent Bush 'O4 districts;
8 Republicans represent Kerry 'O4 districts

ft
rtmmffff
ftffffffff
mttifrftrttfttffttt
ilmfftfft
rfifffiilt*

Democratic Cong ressmen
In Bush Districts

frilf,ilf,fitil
GOP Congressmen In

Kerry Districts



Democrats Have Precarious Hold on power

o Democrats represent 33 districts president
Bush caried with 55o/o or more of the votei ¿nd 2L districts where he won 58o/o or morer in 2AO4

o No Republ¡can represents a district Kerry won
with more than 53o/o of the vote in zoo4

o of 62 Dems in Bush districts, 2g won election
th¡s year with 55 olo or less of the vote

o Almost half the Democratic freshman class-
19 of 4l-represents districts President Bush
won in'04
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Battle for the Senah 2008
(2L Republicans, 12 Democrats)

MA
Kerry

RI
Reed

-NJ
Lautenberg

DE
BldenMD

DC

Sen¿rte

33 TOTAL RACES
GOP
21 Defense
Dem
12 Defense



Battle_ for tlre Snate 2efÌ8(2I Republicans, 12 Demóciats) 
---

(4 Republicans, 6 DemocraB in purple S:tates)

MA

-Rt

CT

I Republican Offense (6 states)

I Republican Defense (B states)
I Uot Competitive (21 srates)



Battl e F¿ S,gySfrSp"m.:o 
7 /'e8

YVY

f nepublican Offense (4 states)

I Republican Defense (5 states)

I Not Competitive (5 states)

fl ilo Race (36 states)
*2007 gubernatorial raæ



DETAILED RESPONSE: 'White.House Briefing for Governor Kempthorne

Date: April19,2006

Time: 5:15 p.m.

Location: Office of Sa¡atr Taylor in EEOB

Speaker: Sarah Taylor, Direcior, Office of Political Affairs, and Scott Jennings,
Deputy Director, OPA

Description: Presentation on the legal and ethical limits of Governor Kempthorne
(should he be confirmed as Secretary) political activity. Also a general
discussion of the political climate.

H*¿orrtr, None at the meeting. Briefing paper attached.

Attendees: Governor Dirk Kempthorne,
Brian rWaidmann, Chief-of- Staff
Doug Domenech, Deputy Chief of Staffand'White House Liaison
Matt Eames, Director, Office of Congessional Aflairs
Ryan Fiøgerald, Director, State of Idaho Washington Ofñce

Records: None.
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April 19.2006
The White House, Eiserùower Executive Office Building

5:15 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

I. PURPOSE

Th; purPose of the meeting is to brief you.on legal and ethical limits of your involvement in
political issues. I¡ addition, the roles and responsibilities of the White House Office ofpolitical
Affain will be addresçed.

II. BACKGROUND

The rilhile House Office of Political Affain coordinales the poiitical acrivities of Cabinet
members.

Federal employees'participation in political activity is governed by the Hatch Act. persons
ed positions a¡e the least restricted under the Hatch Act and may
vity while on duty and in Federal facilities. Certain rules apply relative
on witlÍ non-career and career staff, The agency will proviã" ã nll",

briefing on these matters, including celain tiavel n¡les that apply when trips combine ¡iolitical
and oflicial business.

ilI. PARTICIPANTS

Sara M. Taylor, Deputy Assistant to the President and Director ofPolitjcal Affairs. Ms. Taylor
served as Deputy Stralegist for lhe Presidenl's reeleclion, where she helped manage the
campaign's paid media, strategic travel planning, message developmenr, and opinion resea¡ch.
Before joining the Presidenl's reelection, Ms. Taylor was an Associate Directoi for Midwestem
States in the 'White House Oflìce of Political Affairs. She firsr joined the presider¡t,s team in
April 1999, when she helped set up his Iowa Caucus effort and then managed the president,s
2000 general election campaign in Michigan. From lgg':,-1999, Ms. tay¡ò'r was the Director of
Qperations and a Research Analysl for tbe The Tarrance Qroup, a srrateiic consulting and survey
research firm- Ms. Taylor is from Dubuque, Iowa, and received a B.S. ín Finance from Drake
University.

Scof Jennings, Special Assistant lo the President and Dçuty Director ofpolitical Affairs. A
native of Dawson Springs, Kentuck¡ Scotl previously managed President Bush,s.r;øg, i, 

,New Mexi co in 2004 and directed the political operations for Governor Ernie Fletcher,s
campaign in 2003, Senator Mitch McConnell's campaign in20}2,and president Bush,s
Kenlucky effort in 2000' Scott has atso been a spokesman and senior advisor to the Rçublican
Party of Kentucky, as well as press secretary to Kentucky Senate President David L. Williams.
Prior to enlering politics in 2000, Scott was a broadcast journalisr ín Louisville, Kentuck¡ and
won an award from the Associated Press for an investigative report on the plighr of the homeless
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TREASTJRY APPOINTEE MEETING
Ilednesdry,' June 2 8, 2 006

6:00 - 7:00 PM
EEOB 450

Agenda

l. Opening Remaiks & Introductions (5 min)
Chris Smith

2. Broad View of Strategic Initiatives for Fall 2006 (5-10 min)
Barry Jackson

3. Politieat Alfairc Slideshow on 2006 Races (remainder of hour, if needed)

Sara Taylor & Scott Jennings
Note: Most Treasury appointees hqve not seen any version of this
presentatìon, so ít can be as e4tensìve as necessary.

4. How to Get Involved (5 min)
Scott Jennings

5. Closing Remarks
Ch¡is Smith
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